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w________w
[wdwHqdwd]
[gPdwdwdw]
[riwdPdwd]
[4wdwdwdw]
[bdndwdwd]
[dwGwdwdw]
[Kdndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st-2nd Prize

Fadil Abdurahmanović

StrateGems 2001

h#2   b) wRd8         (5+8)

c) Nc4→c5, d) Nd8→f8

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdP)wdwd]
[dNiwdwdw]
[P0wdwHwd]
[dBdPdKdw]
[w0P0r)wd]
[gwdQGwdw]
w--------w

1st-2nd Prize

Gábor Cseh (†)

StrateGems 2001

ded. to Árpád Molnár

h#2                  (12+6)

b) Pd2Re2

w________w
[wdNdwdwd]
[dwdw)Kdw]
[pdP$wdwd]
[iwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwG]
[dw)w0wdw]
[wdwdRdw1]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Prize

Mario Parrinello

StrateGems 2001 w________w
[wdwIwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[biNdwdwd]
[Hw4Rdwdw]
[PgRdPdwd]
[dr0w0wdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Honorable Mention

Mario Parrinello

StrateGems 2001

h#2  2 solutions  (8+8)

3rd Prize - (Mario Parrinello - H0501)  Cycle of white moves with cyclic effects throughout 

the play: one of the squares a4/b4/b5 is blocked by the pinned bQ, the second by the mating 
unit, and the third by the wP. The bQ has a unique route to block a King's flight and must 

capture the superfluous white piece, so cyclic Zilahi is achieved too. Outstanding construction. 

a) 1.Qxh4 Ra2[a]+ 2.Qa4 Rd5[b]#, b) 1.Qxe2 Rd5[b]+ 2.Qb5 Be1[c]#, c) 1.Qxd6 Be1[c]+ 
2.Qb4 Ra2[a]#  

 

1st Honorable Mention - (Mario Parrinello - H0557)  A rich strategic complex with opening 
of the b-file by departure of one black piece and capture of the second, resulting (after the 

King's move and return of wN) in mates with bRc5 pinned in two directions. I. 1.Ba3 Nxb3 
2.Kxc6 Na5#, II. 1.Ra3 Nxb4 2.Kxa5 Nc6# 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$wIw]
[wdN0wdwG]
[dwdPdPdB]
[wHw)P)w0]
[dwdwiq$r]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention

G.Bakcsi & L.Zoltán

StrateGems 2001

h#2  2 solutions (12+5)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdr]
[whkdKdwd]
[0p0wdwdr]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0NdbdPdw]
[w1wdp0Pd]
[dwdwhwgw]
w--------w

3rd Honorable Mention

János Csák

StrateGems 2001

h#2                  (4+15)

b/c)Kc6→a4/f1

w________w
[wdwIwdwd]
[dP4w0wdN]
[bdwdpGwd]
[gpdwHkdP]
[w)wdw1wd]
[dwdPdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[drdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th Honorable Mention

Árpád Molnár

StrateGems 2001

in memor. Gábor Cseh

h#2  see text! (8+10) 

w________w
[wdwdwdnG]
[0wdwdw1R]
[bdwdwdB0]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwIw$]
[iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Comm., P.Petkov,

M.Prcic & G.Frantzov

StrateGems 2001

h#2  2 solutions  (5+8)

h#2                     (8+4)

b/c) Pc3→b3/c4

2nd Honorable Mention - (György Bákcsi/Lázsló Zoltán - H0479)  Without Black's move, 

White has two mating possibilities: 1...f4/2...f3# and 1...e3/2...exd4#.  But Black has no tempo 
moves, so he must unpin the bQ with antidual promotion and pin it on another line. I. 1.hxg1B! 

e3 2.Qxf2 exd4#, II. 1.hxg1N! f4 2.Qxe2 f3# 

 

3rd Honorable Mention - (János Csák - H0480)  From the triangle of thematic squares 

f4/g4/g3, two have to be open for a black line piece to move to a blocking square.  Good use of 

the board.  a) 1.Bh2 g4 (f4/g3?) 2.Bc7 Nxa5#, b) 1.Rh4 g3 (f4/g4?) 2.Rb4 Nxc5#, c) 1.Qg7 f4 

(g3/g4?) 2.Qxg2 Nd2# 

 
4th Honorable Mention - (Árpád Molnár - H0559)  Fivefold antidual choice for the route of 

the wN. A record achievement, but the strategic content is limited.  The twins are: b) Ba6→d1, 

c) Qf4→g7, d) Pd3→h3, e) Ph5→h3. a) 1.Rg1 Nf7 (Ng4?) 2.Rg5 Nh6#, b) 1.f2 Ng6 (Nf3?) 
2.Bg4 Nh4#, c) 1.Rxb4 Ng4 (Nc4?) 2.Rf4 Ne3#, d) 1.Bxb7 Nxf3 (Nc6?) 2.Be4 Nd4#, e) 

1.Bxb4! Ng6 (Nc6?) 2.Rc5 Nxe7# 
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StrateGems 2001 h#2 Award
Judge: Michal Dragoun, Praha, December 2001

I would like to thank Dan Meinking for inviting me to judge this tourney (and for translating my

'Czech English' into 'native English'), as well as Chris Feather and Rolf Wiehagen for their assistance

in checking the problems for anticipations.

There were 54 problems to judge (I did not consider my own H0446). I was satisfied with the

level of quality – an uncommon statement for h#2 tourneys nowadays! I chose the three prize-winners

relatively early, but for a long time could not decide their ranking. Finally, I placed two problems at

the top.

Here are some remarks about the problems which I did not include in the award. (In another tourney

they could well be awarded.)

H0437 (Frantzov): I would prefer this twinless (it is possible to construct it with wQ instead of wB

and wR changed in the twin, though with more black material). The battery mate in a) disturbs me,

although it is more economical than (e.g.) placing wBe8.

H0438 (Sydenham): Zajic theme in duplex form. Although the economy is good, I dislike the use of

some units only for line closure (2...Nd1 guards no King's flight).

H0439 (Nahnybida): A simple idea well-executed, but the dual-avoidance is unbalanced: after 1.Rd2,

Nxe3 is impossible, not only due to selfpin but also the Knight's inability to guard c2.

H0443 (Kostukov): Opening a third line by wN (h6-e3) is not new enough in comparison with the

economical position of J. Korponai mentioned in SG15.

H0444 (Simoni): Use of two different white pieces for this pin-unpin combination is not so common,

but there are some other examples (H. Axt, 11157 Schach Echo 1986; A. Benedek, 129 The

Problemist 1986), although with twin and white R+B.

H0467 (Youngs): The pin of bNc6 is unnecessary (with bPc6 the solutions are the same) and the rest

is too simple.

H0473 (Janev): Anticipated by J. Csák, Probleemblad 1987, h#2** 2.1.1.1, wKh8 Qc4 Ng6g5 Pa6g2

bKd6 Rh5 Bh4 Pa7d7g3h6.

H0505 (Parrinello): I was not satisfied with the slightly unbalanced antidual effects (direct guard and

guard by line-opening).

H0511 (Janevski): In my opinion, problems can be composed for record achievements but they

should be constructed without great flaws. Twice, the wN is not needed, and in some solutions unpin

of wR is used for avoiding cooks, but it is not fully thematic.

H0512 (Drazkowski): The white anticritical moves I like better than guards in the comparison

problem of P. Petkov (1st Prize, Scacco! 1998), but it is not new enough for distinction.

H0515 (Wiehagen): Task with battery destruction and Zajic theme, but too mechanical for my taste.

H0555 (Shinkarenko/Zalokotsky): Although not at first glance, the play on diagonal lines (a3-c1/a3-

e7 and a5-d2/a5-d8) I consider (for the most part) mechanical.

H0556 (Jonsson): A pity that there is no cyclic effect in the play of the white units.

H0558 (Youngs): Perhaps left from the Macedonia-USA match, but the motivation of Black moves is

not unified (once with line opening for wB).

My award is as follows:

1st-2nd Prize - (Fadil Abdurahmanovic - H0502) Task: Two pairs of Grimshaws (all on the

second move) combined with white AUW. Perfect use of white force. The fact that one Grimshaw is

not combined with block is only a very minor flaw. a) 1.N2a3 b8B 2.Bb5 Bd4#, b) 1.Kb5 b8N 2.Rb6

Rd5#, c) 1.Kc7 b8R 2.Bb6 Be5#, d) 1.Qc8 bxc8Q 2.Rb5 Nd7#

1st-2nd Prize - (Gábor Cseh † - H0513) Antidual bP promotion opens a line for the bR to capture a

wP, making the mating square available. This would not be so impressive, but you have to consider

the other twin, where the same try is impossible only due to the lack of a black tempo! A very hard

theme to achieve and, in my opinion, the most original problem in this tourney. Good construction. a)
1.dxe1R! Nd5 2.Rxc2 Qxc2#, b) 1.exd1R! Bd5 2.Rxf2+ Bxf2#



1st Commended - (Petko Petkov/Mike Prcic/Georgi M. Frantzov - H0503)  Combination of 

known motifs (line opening with capture of black piece, anticipatory opening of the mating 
line, reciprocal capture of mating unit which opens a line for the other) is new, I hope, and the 

whole deserves recognition. I. 1.Bf1 Kxf1 2.Qxh8 Rxa7#, II. 1.Nf3 Kxf3 2.Qxh7 Bxe5# 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwHpdwdw]
[Phw0whwd]
[drdwdwdw]
[bHwiP0wd]
[)wdBdwdw]
[K0p0P0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Commended

Árpád Molnár

StrateGems 2001

h#2  4 solutions (8+12)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdNdNdwd]
[0p$wdwdw]
[r1wdPdwd]
[)pdkdwdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Commended

Unto Heinonen

StrateGems 2001

h#2  b) Ne6→d6 (7+6)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[Gwdw0wdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[$wdwdwdw]
[wdKhpiw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w1wdwdpd]
[dwdBdwdr]
w--------w

4th Commended

Živko Janevski

StrateGems 2001

h#2 b) Kc4→h8 (4+9)

c/d) Pf6→h3/g4

w________w
[wIwdwdwG]
[dwdp0wdw]
[wdw0kdpd]
[1wdwhwdR]
[wdwdw4Pd]
[dNdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[grdwdwdw]
w--------w

5th Commended

Georgi M. Frantzov

StrateGems 2001

ded. to Chris Feather

h#2  b) Ke6→e4 (5+11)

StrateGems 2001 h#3 Award 
Judge: János Csák, Békéscsaba, January 2002 

 

 The editor, Dan Meinking, provided materials with accuracy and thoroughness.  I was also 

helped enormously by Rolf Wiehagen and C.J. Feather, who searched for possible anticipa-
tions. I express my great thanks to all three.   

 I took the following anticipations into consideration in my judgment: H0487 (anticipated 

by C.J. Feather, Scrapings, Nov. 2000;  T. Garai, 1st Prize, Sahmatna Misal 1997), H0520 
(anticipated by S. Komarov, IMR 1990), H0525 (anticipated by C.J. Feather, Hatchings-4 

1995), H0526 (anticipated by V. Kozyrev & E. Fomichev, Comm., Probleemblad 1996; C. 

Jones, Die Schwalbe 2001 [Feb]; M. Caillaud, Best Problems 2001 [Apr-Jun]), H0527 (antici-

pated by D. Müller, 1st Prize, Problem Echo 1996; P.A. Petkov, 3rd Prize, Sahmatna Misal 

1968; V. Chepizhny, 1st Prize, Themes 1982; N. Vasjuchko, Comm., Suomen Tehtäväaniekat 

1996), and H0563 (anticipated by R. Wiehagen, 1st Prize, Schweizerische Schachzeitung 
1985; R. Wiehagen, 4th Prize, Problem Echo 15TT 1997; M. Prcic, 2nd Prize, StrateGems 

1999). 
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpgwdw]
[Bdwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdbdw0]
[dw)wHpdw]
[rdqdw$wI]
[dwdw4wdw]
w--------w

1st Prize

Toma Garai

StrateGems 2001

h#3  2 solutions  (5+9)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[bdwgkdwd]
[dwdR0rhw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdB4wdwd]
[dqdwdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Prize

Mykola Nahnybida

StrateGems 2001

h#3  2 solutions  (3+9)

w________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[$rdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dP0wdpdw]
[wdpiw0wd]
[dwHwdbdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Prize

Marko Ylijoki

StrateGems 2001

h#3  2 solutions (4+7)

w________w
[bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwhwdw]
[wdwdwdnd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0Ndwd]
[0wdk0wdw]
[wdp0pdRd]
[dw4w4wgK]
w--------w

1st Honorable Mention 

Živko Janevski

StrateGems 2001

h#3  2 solutions (3+13)

1st Prize - (Toma Garai - H0530)  A wonderful work with an accumulation of strategic ele-

ments, depicted with perfect technique. I. 1.Ke6 Ng2! 2.fxg2! Rf5 3.d6 Bc8#, II. 1.Ke5 Be2!  

2.fxe2! Rf6 3.d5 Ng4# 

 

2nd Prize - (Mykola Nahnybida - H0485)  Double line-opening, with delayed Umnov transi-
tional steps and model mates. I. 1.Rf6 Bd1 2.Qg6 Rd4 3.Kf5 Bg4#, II. 1.Be7 Rc5 2.Rd7 Be4  

3.Kd6 Rc6# 

 
3rd Prize - (Marko Ylijoki - H0566)  Self-pinning, unpinning, reciprocal thematic squares 

(d5/e4 and d7/e7), with model-mates at a top-class level. I. 1.Rd7+ Nd5 2.Ke4 Nb4 3.Rd4 

Re7#, II. 1.Re7+ Ne4 2.Kd5 Ng5 3.Re5 Rd7# 
 

4th Prize - (Carlos Lago - H0482)  Three juggling echo ideal-mates. I. 1.Qc4+ Ka3 2.Kc3 

Nd2 3.Rd4 Nb1#, II. 1.Qe5 Ng2 2.Ke4 Kc4 3.Rf5 Nd2#, III. 1.Qe6 Ng3 2.Ke5+ Kc5 3.Rf6 
Nd3# 

w________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwGP$]
[dwdwdw)P]
[wdwdndwd]
[Hwdwdkhw]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention

Christer Jonsson

StrateGems 2001

h#3  b) Ne2→e1  (7+4)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[IwdwdwdQ]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwgwdw]
[P$B0pdwd]
[4P1rdwdw]
[p0p0wdwd]
[iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

h#2½  2 sols.   (7+11)

3rd Honorable Mention

Gábor Cseh (†)

StrateGems 2001 w________w
[wdwdw1wd]
[dRdwHpdw]
[wdwIwdwd]
[4wdP)wdB]
[wdwdwdwd]
[hPhpdw0b]
[w0kdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th Honorable Mention

Michal Dragoun

StrateGems 2001

h#3  b) Pd3→d2 (7+10)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wIwiw4wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdwHNdw]
w--------w

4th Prize

Carlos Lago

StrateGems 2001

h#3  3 solutions  (3+3)
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1st Honorable Mention - (Zivko Janevski - H0488) In a half-pin, the key determines the

variations, capped with a fine Zilahi. I. 1.Nd5 Nxd2 (Rxe2?) 2.Kxd2 Rg4 3.Kd1 Rxd4#,
II.1.Nc6 Rxe2 (Nxd2?) 2.Kxe2 Kg2 3.d3 Nc3#

2nd Honorable Mention - (Christer Jonsson - H0564) Annihilation tempo moves, with black

switchback and model mates. a) 1.Nxg3 Nc2 2.N3e2 Bg3 3.gxh4! (tempo) Ne3#, b) 1.Nxh3 Nb3
2.Ng1 Rh2 3.gxf4! (tempo) Nd2#

3rd Honorable Mention - (Gábor Cseh † - H0519) A double Turton theme with white

annihilations; excellent! I. 1...Bg8 2.Rxb3 Qf7 3.Rxb4 Qxa2#, II. 1...Rb8 2.Qxb3 Qb7 3.Qxc4
Qxb2#

4th Honorable Mention - (Michal Dragoun - H0532) A battery problem rich in thematic
elements. a) 1.Qh6+ Bg6 2.Qc1 Nf5 3.d2 Ne3#, b) 1.Qb8+ Rc7 2.Qxb3 Nc6 3.Ncb1 Nb4#

2nd Commended - (Árpád Molnár - H0481) Two Zilahi pairs with bK star-flights, but the

solutions are a bit symmetrical. I. 1.Kc5 Nc6 2.dxc6 Ne6#, II. 1.Ke5 Ne6 2.dxe6 Nc6#, III.

1.Ke3 Nxb5 2.Bxb5 Nxc2#, IV. 1.Kc3 Nxc2 2.Bxc2 Nxb5#

3rd Commended - (Unto Heinonen - H0553) Zajic theme combined with black tempo moves.

A similar complex was shown in part by U. Heinonen (10702 Die Schwalbe 182/2000) and in a

symmetrical setting by V. Ivanov (3rd Comm., Wola Gulowska 2001), but here the idea is

expressed with sufficiently different mates. a) 1.Qc4 Rxc4 2.Kxc4 Ne5#, b) 1.Qd4+ Nxd4

2.Kxd4 Rd5#

4th Commended - (Zivko Janevski - H0474) Four anticipatory selfpins of one bN in good

construction with model mates. The interference in a) detracts a bit. I would prefer using bRg2

(-bQ) and +wPa6, but I think a better possibility could be found too. a) 1.Nb5 Bg4 2.Ke5 Bb8#,

b) 1.Nf5 Kh7 2.Kg5 Be3#, c) 1.Nf3 Be3+ 2.Kg4 Rg5#, d) 1.Ne2 Bf2 2.Kf3 Rf5#

5th Commended - (Georgi M. Frantzov - H0441) In this variation of line combination with

unguards there is a novelty (I hope): critical white moves for unpin of wN and interference of

black pieces. a) 1.Nf7 Bb2 2.Rf6 Nd4#, b) 1.Nf3 Rb5 2.d5 Nc5#

All claims of anticipation to Dan Meinking by October 1, 2002.



w________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wHNdkdwd]
[dw$wdwdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

6th Honorable Mention

Albert Grigoryan

StrateGems 2001

h#3  b) Pf2→g2 (4+2)

c) Nb4→g2

w________w
[wdwdw$BI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwgn0n0b]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdPiPdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

7th Honorable Mention

Živko Janevski

StrateGems 2001

h#3  2 solutions  (5+8)

w________w
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdw0kdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)Rd]
[IwdwdB4w]
w--------w

8th Honorable Mention

Georgi M. Frantzov

StrateGems 2001

h#3  b) Bf1→e1 (4+7)

c) Ph5→g6

w________w
[wdwdwdnd]
[dpdwdp0w]
[w)pdw0wd]
[dwdNip1w]
[w)w0B$wd]
[)pdrdwhw]
[wdw)bdK)]
[dwdwdwdr]
w--------w

5th Honorable Mention

József Pásztor

StrateGems 2001

h#3  3 solutions (9+15)    

5th Honorable Mention - (József Pásztor - H0454)  Three times two annihilations, but with 
rather poor technique. I. 1.cxd5 Bxd3 2.Kxf4 hxg3+ 3.Kg4 Bxe2#, II. 1.fxe4 Rg4 2.Kxd5 

Rxg5+  3.Kc4 Rc5#, II. 1.Bg4 b5 2.Nxe4 Nb4 3.Kxf4 Nxd3# 

6th Honorable Mention - (Albert Grigoryan - H0521)  A six-unit problem delightful to the 
eye. a) 1.f1N Rf3 2.Ne3 Nc6 3.Nd5 Nd2#, b) 1.g1B Nb6 2.Bc5 Re3+ 3.Kd4 Nc2#, c) 1.f1R 

Rg3 2.Rf3 Nge2 3.Kf4 Rg4# 

7th Honorable Mention - (Zivko Janevski - H0567)  A game with exchange of functions, 
and model mates. I. 1.Kd4 Bxd5  2.Kxd5 Rf6 3.Nd4 fxe4#, II. 1.Kf4 Rxf5+ 2.Kxf5 Kg7 3.Nf4 

dxe4# 

8th Honorable Mention - (Georgi M. Frantzov - H0568v)  A triple Bristol theme. a) 1.Kf6 
Rg8 2.Rg7 Bd3 3.Rf7 Rg6#, b) 1.e4+ Rg7 2.Rg6 Bd2 3.Rf6 Rg5#, c) 1.Kf4 Rxg6 2.Rg5 Be2  

3.Rf5 Rg4# 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wdwdp0wd]
[dwdw0rgw]
[wdwdNiBH]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

9th Hon. M., C.Jonsson 

& R.Wiehagen

StrateGems 2001

h#3  2 solutions  (4+7)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w1N0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[hkHrdndp]
[w4wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

10th Hon. Mention

Milan R. Vukcevich

StrateGems 2001

h#3  2 solutions   (4+8)   

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdn0wdw]
[wdwhbiwd]
[dwdrdpgw]
[wdw)w4wd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdP)wdwd]
[dw$wdwdw]
w--------w

11th Hon. Mention

Miomir Nedeljković

StrateGems 2001

h#3  b) Rc1→c3  (5+9)

9th Honorable Mention - (Christer Jonsson/Rolf Wiehagen - H0524)  Black pieces ex-
change positions, with white officer captures. I. 1.Kxg2! Kg5 2.Bf2 Nxf4+ 3.Kg3 Nf1#, II. 

1.Kxe2! Ng4 2.Rf2 Bf1+ 3.Kf3 Ne5# 

10th Honorable Mention - (Milan R. Vukcevich - H0451)  Self-interference with battery 
play, white tempo moves, and thematic black officer captures. I. 1.Nd4 Nd5 (Nd1?) 2.Ka4 Kg1  

3.N4b3+ Nxb6#, II. 1.Nd2 Nd1 (Nd5?) 2.Ka4 Kh2 3.N2b3+ Nxb2# 

11th Honorable Mention - (Miomir Nedeljkovic - H0529)  An interesting Bristol. a) 
1.Rxd4+ c4  2.Ke5 Rc3 3.Ke4 Re3#, b) 1.Bf7 Rc5 2.Ke6 c4 3.Bf6 cxd5# 

 

Commendations in order of publication: 

 

Commended - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H0449) a) 1.Bxc2! Ke7 2.Be4 d3 3.Bf4 d4#, b) 1.Bxd2! 

Kd7 2.Bf4 Ne3 3.Be4 Ng4# 

w________w
[wdwdKdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpipdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[wdN)wdwd]
[dbgwdwdw]
w--------w

Commended

Abdelaziz Onkoud

StrateGems 2001

h#3  b) bNf5  (4+7)  
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w________w
[wdwdwGwg]
[dwdwdw4w]
[whwdwiwd]
[dwdpdw0w]
[w)w)wdw0]
[)pdpdwdw]
[Q0w4p0wd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commended

Isaak Kavnatsky

StrateGems 2001

h#3  2 solutions (6+13)  

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw4wdwdw]
[wdwdpdwH]
[dwdrdpdp]
[wdkgB0wd]
[dwdbdPdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

Commended

V.Lasij & M.Nahnybida

StrateGems 2001

h#3  b) Be4→e3  (4+9)

w________w
[wdRdKdwd]
[gwdrdw4B]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w1wdwdwd]
[)p)P0wdw]
[w0kdbdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commended

Christopher Jones

StrateGems 2001

h#3  b) wPe3   (6+10)

w________w
[wdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[iwdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdpd]
[0wdwdw)Q]
[whwdwdPd]
[1wdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commended

Isaak Kavnatsky

StrateGems 2001

h#3  b) Kf8→e8   (4+7)   

Commended - (Isaak Kavnatsky - H0450)   a) 1.Ka6! (b5?)  Qxg4 

2.Qf1+ Qf3 3.Qb5 Qa8#, b) 1.b5! (Ka6?) Qh4 2.Qe1+ Qe7 3.Qb4 

Qa7# 

Commended - (Isaak Kavnatsky - H0453)  I. 1.Rf7 Qxb2! 2.f1R+ 

Qc1 3.Rf5 Qc6#, II. 1.Rg6 Qxb3! 2.e1R+ Qd1 3.Re6 Qf3# 
Commended - (Tode Ilievski - H0483) I. 1.Kf8 Rg2 2.Qe2+ Kc1 

3.Qe7 Rg8#, II. 1.Kh7 Bf7!  2.Qe6 Rg2 3.Qh6 Bg8#, III. 1.Kh6 Bc2 

2.Qg8 Rb7 3.Qg5 Rh7# 
Commended - (Vasil Lasij/Mykola Nahnybida - H0486)  a) 1.Rdc5 

Bxf5 2.Kd5 Nf7 3.Bc4 Be4#, b) 1.Bc3 Bxf4 2.Kd4 Ng4 3.Rc4 Be3# 

Commended - (Christopher Jones - H0531)  a) 1.Qe4+! dxe4 2.Rd2 
Bf5 3.Kd3 e5#, b) 1.Rd5!  c4 2.Qd2 Rc6 3.Kc3 cxd5# 

w________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdwiw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0Bdwdwdw]
[q$wdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

Commended

Tode Ilievski

StrateGems 2001

h#3  3 solutions (3+4)

U.S. Problem Bulletin (USPB) 1995-1997 Selfmates Award 
Judge: Uri Avner, Ramat Gan, February 2002 

 

 There were 24 selfmates of a generally good level in this tourney.  My thanks to Dan 

Meinking for providing clear photocopies of the relevant materials.  My ranking goes: 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dqdw0wdw]
[rdBdp$w0]
[dpIndwdN]
[bGwdkdNd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdw)wdwd]
[dwdwdQdw]
w--------w

1st Prize

Vukota Nikoletić (†)

USPB 1995-97

s#5                       (8+10)

w________w
[wdBdwdqd]
[dwGwdwdw]
[PdN)P0wd]
[dwdwdwgp]
[wdwdPdPd]
[dPip0w0w]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dQIbdw4r]
w--------w

w________w
[bdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdPdr]
[wdPdw0wd]
[dwdp0w0p]
[wdNiwdwg]
[dwdwdK0w]
[Q0wGPdRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdrdwdwd]
[0wGwHwdw]
[PdN0wdwd]
[Iwiw)wdw]
[Pdp$pdwd]
[dQdPdwdp]
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdwdb1w]
w--------w

2nd Prize

Camillo Gamnitzer

USPB 1995-97

s#5                     (11+12) s#3                      (9+11)

3rd Prize

Michael Barth

USPB 1995-97

4th Prize

Waldemar Tura

USPB 1995-97

s#3 (10+10)

1st Prize - (Vukota Nikoletic† - 3295)  The unmistakable hand of the late master is felt all 
over this fine work.  Lively play with excellent use of the power of the pieces. The bN is twice 

unpinned in the threat to mate and twice unpinned in the variations to open lines for the bQ.  

1.Qh3! (2.Nf2+ Ke5 3.Qg3+ Nf4 4.Qg5+ hxg5 5.Nd3+ Nxd3#), 1...Bc2 2.Ng3+ Kd3 3.Rf3+ 
Ne3 4.Be4+ Qxe4 5.Ne5+ Qxe5#, 1...exf6 2.Ngxf6+ Ke5 3.Bc3+ Nxc3 4.Nd7+ Qxd7 5.d4+ 

Qxd4# 
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All claims of anticipation to Dan Meinking by October 1,2002.



w________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[wdwdwGwd]
[dpdP0w0p]
[b)w1wdN$]
[0rdPdwdP]
[Piw)Pdwd]
[grHK$wdw]
w--------w

1st Honorable Mention

Dan Meinking

USPB 1995-97

s#3* (15+11)

w________w
[wdwdKdwd]
[dw0wdw0P]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[w)wdw)wd]
[0w0wdwdp]
[P0P0BGkd]
[dngRdNdb]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dr0wdwdw]
[qdw)wdwG]
[dPdBdkdK]
[wdN!Ndw)]
[dwdR0w0b]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwgwdBd]
[dw0r!ndw]
[NdRdwdpd]
[dPdkdw)w]
[wdw0wINd]
[dwdR0p4w]
[wdwdwdqd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention

Reino N. Heiskanen

USPB 1995-97

s#21                   (11+11)

3rd Honorable Mention

Wenelin Alaikow

USPB 1995-97

s#4                       (11+7)

4th Honorable Mention

Mark Kirtley

USPB 1995-97

s#3                       (9+11)

1st Honorable Mention - (Dan Meinking - 3446)  An anticipatory form of the 5th WCCT 

theme.  In 3 variations, White shuts off his own lines to prepare for their opening by the bQ.  
In 2 other variations the access of the bQ to f6 is denied.  The variation after 1...Qc3 should 

also be mentioned.  The many duals following some of the random bQ moves (not just the 

reply 2.N~+ which is fine) cause a major damage. 1...gxh4/Q~ 2.Bxe5(+), 1.Qe4? (2.Qxd4+/ 
Qxe5/Bxe5), 1...Qxd3? 2.Qxe5! (Bxe5/Qxd3? Qc3/Rc3+!), 1...Qxb4? 2.Qxb4! (Bxe5/Qxe5? 

Qc3/Qd4!), 1...Qxe4? 2.dxe4!, 1...Qxd5!, 1.Qc7? (2.Qxe5) Qxd5? 2.Qc3+! (Qxe5/Bxe5?), 

1...Rxc1+!, (1.Bxe5? Qxe5!  2.Nxe5 g4! 1.Qh8/Qg7/Qe7/Qf5? Qxd5!); 1.Nxe5! (zz) 1...Q~/ 
Qxd3/Qxb4/Qxd5/Qf2/Qb6/Qc3 2.N~+/Ng6+/Ng4+/Nf7+/Nf3+/Nc6+/Nc4+ Q~ 3.BxQ+ 

Rc3#, 1...g4/gxh4 2.Nxg4/Ng4(Nd7) Qxf6 3.Nxf6 zz Rxc1/R3~# 

2nd Honorable Mention - (Reino N. Heiskanen - 3203)  A long saga comprised of staircase 
maneuvers, minor promotion, and a hidden final position. 1.Bc5! g5 2.Bg4 gxf4 3.h8R f3 

4.Rf8 h2 5.Bc8 f2 6.Rxf2+ Kg1 7.Rf4+ Kg2 8.Kd7 Kh3 9.Ke7+ Kg2 10.Ke6 Kh3 11.Ke5+ 

Kg2  12.Kd4 Kg1 13.Kd3+ Kg2 14.Ke3 Kg1 15.Ke2+ Kg2 16.Rd4 Kg1 17.Rd3+ Kg2 18.Be3 
c6  19.d6 c5 20.b5 c4 21.Rxc3 Nxc3#  (1...g6  2.Bg4 g5 3.h8R gxf4  4.Rf8 h2 5.Bc8 f3  

6.Ke7! f2  7.Rxf2+ Kg1 8.Rf4+ Kg2 9.Ke6 Kh3 ... 20.Rxc3 Nxc3#; 4...f2 5.Rxf2+ Kg1  

6.Rf4+ Kg2  7.Bc8 h2  8.Kd7 etc.) 
3rd Honorable Mention - (Wenelin Alaikow - 3340)  Line vacation with switchbacks.  The 

idea looks far from being fully exploited.  1.Qb6! (2.Nxg3+ Kf6 3.Ne4+ Kf5 4.g4+ Bxg4#), 

1...Bxg2 2.Nxe3+ Ke5 3.Nc4+ Kf5 4.Rf3+ Bxf3#, 1...cxd6 2.Ncxd6+ Ke5 3.Nc4+ Kf5  
4.Qg6+ Qxg6# 

4th Honorable Mention - (Mark Kirtley - 3375)  A short (not the shortest) variation on the 

now familiar theme of reciprocal creation of black batteries (see: U. Avner, "The reciprocal 

selfmate battery",  feenschach, 84, 1987).  Marvelous mixed-Bristol by-variation. 1.Qe8! 

(2.Nf6+ Bxf6 3.Qe5+ Bxe5#), 1...Rd6 2.Nxc7+ Bxc7 3.Nf6+ Rxf6#, 1...Bf6 2.Bxf7+ Rxf7  

3.Qe5+ Bxe5#, (1...Re7 2.Nxe3+ Rxe3  3.Qe4+ Rxe4#), 1.Qxe3? (2.Nf6+) Qd2! 

64 2nd Prize - (Camillo Gamnitzer - 3488)  The unexpected is what you expect of Mr. 

Gamnitzer, and this is no exception.  The innocent-looking dormant bRh1 magically acquires 
wings and flies to the other side of the board to mate. 1.Bd7! (2.Qa1+ Kxb3 3.Na5+ Kb4 

4.Qd4+ Ka3 5.Qa4+ Bxa4#),  1...Qxe6  2.Bxe6! (3.b4 & 4.Qb3+) Bh6!  3.gxh5! (b4? e2+!) 

Rxh5!  4.Ba5+ Rxa5  5.Qa1+ Rxa1# Remark: If one goes "back to the future" one might find 
that this problem has "already" been awarded 4th HM for selfmates published in StrateGems 

during 1999 (meaning it was published again in SG two years after its original publication in 

USPB). What logic to apply in this "fairy" condition no one can tell. Anyway, I have decided 
not to change anything regarding the fate of this problem in view of what I have come to know 

about its future after my award was completed. 

3rd Prize - (Michael Barth - 3199)  A blend of black battery creation and white Pawn-
Grimshaw, elegantly executed.  1.Na3! (2.Qb1 ~  3.Qe4+ dxe4#), 1...Rxf7  2.e3+ Kd3 3.Nxe5+ 

fxe5#, 1...Bxc6  2.Be3+ Kc3  3.Qc4+ dxc4# 

4th Prize - (Waldemar Tura - 3339)  A clever, selfmate-specific and, as much as I can tell, 
original mechanism for the le Grand theme. 1...Qxd4  2.Qxc4+ or Bxd6+, 1.dxe4? (2.Qxc4+ 

Bxc4  3.Bb6+ axb6#), 1...Bg2!, (1.Qc3/Qa2? Rxc7!); 1.e6! (2.Bxd6+ Bxd6 3.Qb6+ axb6#), 

1...Qxd4  2.Qxc4+ Qxc4  3.Bb6+ axb6#, (1...Rb8/d5  2.Qa3+/Qxc4+ Rb4/dxc4  3.Bb6+) 

w________w
[nhwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwGp]
[wdBdw)wd]
[$w4PiNdR]
[QdwdwdwH]
[dwdwdPdp]
[p0p0w0w)]
[dw1wdbdK]
w--------w

w________w
[wgwdRdwd]
[dw0wHwdw]
[w0PdkdK)]
[dPdwdp0P]
[w)wdwdrd]
[Hw)bdwGB]
[pdw!wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwHwdwI]
[dwdRdwdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdw4w]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw!wdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw1w0wdw]
[wHpgr0wd]
[!w0wipdR]
[w0Rdwdwd]
[4w0wIPdw]
[wdw)P)wd]
[GBdwdwdw]
w--------w

5th Honorable Mention

Yury Berezhnoy

USPB 1995-97

s#3                     (12+13)

Special Hon. Mention

M.Kirtley & D.Meinking

USPB 1995-97

s#8                      (13+9)

Commended

Valeriy Surkov

USPB 1995-97

s#10  b) Nd8→c7  (5+2)

Commended

Eugene Fomichev

USPB 1995-97

s#3                    (11+12)

w________w
[wgwdwdBI]
[dw0wdw)w]
[wdRdwdwd]
[iwdwdwdw]
[wdwdQdwd]
[Hwdwdwdw]
[Pdpdwdwd]
[dw$wdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwiwdBd]
[)wdPdPdP]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdQ$w4w]
[wdwdKdRG]
[dwdP)Ndw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wHwdwdwd]
[0N0wdwdw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[!wdwdwdw]
[Rdniwdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[pdPdw)wd]
[$bdwIwdw]
w--------w

Commended

Vilimantas Satkus

USPB 1995-97

s#10                        (8+4)

Commended

Mark Kirtley

USPB 1995-97

s#4                       (14+2)

Commended

David A. Durham

USPB 1995-97

s#6                      (10+6)

5th Honorable Mention - (Yury Berezhnoy - 3200)  Three pinnings of a bR through bK 

moves, 2 of them to the same square, with good by-play.  The idea has a greater potential than 
shown here.  1.Qb4! (2.Nd4+ Kd6/Kf4 3.Nb5+/Ng2+ BxN#), 1...Nc7 2.Ne3+ Kd6 3.Nc4+ 

Bxc4#, 1...Nxc6 2.f7+ Kxd5 3.Qb3+ Bc4#, 1...Rc4 2.f7+ Kf4 3.Qxc4+ Bxc4#, 1...d1~ 2.f4+ 

Qxf4 3.Nf3+, (1.Qa3?/Qb3? (2.f7+ Kf4  3.Ng2+) Kf4 2.Nd4!,  1...Nd7!) 
Special Honorable Mention - (Mark Kirtley/Dan Meinking - 3435)  A task of 8 switchbacks, 

4 on each side, inspired by  Meinking's version (3434) to Kirtley's original 3201.  The 

somewhat technical nature of part of the mechanism prevented a special prize. 1.Nxf5+! Kd5 
2.Bg2+ Re4 3.Qxa2+ Bc4 4.Qd2+ Bd3 5.Kxg5! (5.Qxg5? Bxb5!) Ba7 6.Kg6 Bb8  7.Ne7+ Ke6 

8.Bh3+ Rg4# 

 

Commendations in order of publication: 

 

Commended - (Valeriy Surkov - 3202)  A miniature requiring the same (long) number of 
moves for its two phases (an achievement in itself), with two diagonally echoed finales. a) 

1.Nb7! Kg6 2.Rd6+ Kf7 3.Qc7+ Kf8! (3...Ke8 4.Re6+ Kf8 etc.) 4.Rf6+ Ke8 5.Re6+ Kf8  

6.Qd6+ Kf7 7.Re7+ Kf8 8.Rh7+ Ke8 9.Qe6+ Kf8 10.Qg8+ Rxg8#,  b) 1.Qf4! Kg6 2.Qf7+ Kh6 
3.Qf6+ Rg6 4.Qf4+ Rg5 5.Rd8! Kg6 6.Rg8+ Kh6 7.Qf8+ Rg7 8.Ne6 Kg6 9.Qf5+ Kh6  

10.Qh7+ Rxh7# 

Commended - (Eugene Fomichev - 3294)  Self-pinning key and defences; quiet white Pawn-
Grimshaw. 1.Rxc3! (2.Rd3+ Rxa1 3.Rxf5+ Kxf5#), 1...Rxc3+ 2.Bd3 ~ 3.Qxc5+ Bxc5#, 

1...bxc3  2.d3 ~  3.Rxf5+ Kxf5# 

Commended - (Vilimantas Satkus - 3296)  An amusing little gem.  1.Bh7! Ba7 2.Qe1+ Ka4  
3.Rc4+ Kxa3 4.Qb4+ Kxa2 5.R1xc2+ Ka1 6.Ra2+ Kxa2  7.Rc2+ Ka1 8.Ra2+ Kxa2 9.g8B+ 

Ka1 10.Qd4+ Bxd4# 

Commended - (Mark Kirtley - 3487)  Consecutive quiet AUW.  1.a8N! Ke7 2.d8R Kf6  
3.f8B Kg6  4.h8Q Rxg4# 

Commended - (David A. Durham - 3490)  A nice combination of a white castling and a black 
minor promotion.  1.Nd7! (zz), 1…a6  2.Qb4 a5/Bxc2  3.Nxa5/Qd2+ Bxc2/Bd3  4.Qd2+/Nbc5 

Bd3/a5  5.0-0-0 a1B/a1N 6.Qb2+/Nb3+ Bxb2/Nxb3#, 1...Bxc2  2.Qd2+ Bd3  3.Na5 a6  4.0-0-0 

a1B/a1N  5.Qb2+/Nb3+ Bxb2/Nxb3#  

All claims of 

anticipation to Dan 
Meinking by 

October 1, 2002. 
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[)PdwdBdw]
[K$w!rdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[N0kdpdwd]
[dpdbdwdw]
[wdndPdwd]
[4wdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdqd]
[)PdwdBdw]
[K$w!rdwd]
[)wdwdpdR]
[N0kdpdwd]
[dpdbdwdw]
[wdndPdwd]
[4wdwdwdw]
w--------w

s#2                         (9+8)

MV1 MV2

s#2                     (10+10)

W________w
[wdwdwdqd]
[)Pdwdpdw]
[K$w!w4wd]
[)wdwdpdR]
[N0kdpdwd]
[dpdbdwdw]
[PhndPdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

s#2                     (10+11)

W________w
[wdwdwdqd]
[)Pdwdpdw]
[K$w!w4wd]
[)wdwdpdR]
[N0kdpdwd]
[dpdb)wdw]
[Phndwdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
w--------w

MV3 MV4

s#2                    (11+11)

How to Compose a Selfmate 
by Dr. Milan R. Vukcevich 

1. The Preamble 

 

 During our match with Macedonia (2000-2001), it became apparent that we were not 
getting enough problems for the selfmate section. The theme was: White half-pin in a selfmate 

twomover, with at least two tries. The tries do not have to exploit the half-pin.  

 As a team captain, I burned the e-mail demanding contributions. This still did not generate 
any response, until the following ‘clarification’ arrived: “How do you compose the stupid 

things? Are there some special tricks? Most of us are not going to even try until we know 

more.” My shock was compounded by the fact that this came from a composer who already 
published a number of long selfmates! This is when I realized that short selfmates (same as 

short orthodox problems), are indeed full of ‘special tricks’. I decided to help, but soon realized 

that the task would be enormous if  I did not set some limits on the process expectations: (1) 
Build the presentation around the theme of the match with Macedonia. (2) Assume that all 

readers are experienced composers of other types of chess problems. (3) Assume that many 

will have the energy to analyze the examples. (4) Hope that some will actually try to compose 
a selfmate or two specifically for this event. And finally: (5) The article must be written in 

couple of days in a format that can be mailed to, and read by, all members of our team. 

 To satisfy the last point, the e-mail article is the true story of one of my problems for the 

same match. It starts with a completely unoriginal doodle and ends with a very modern two-

mover.  

 The team fulfilled all of my hopes. True, we lost the selfmate section, but six of our com-
posers placed in the award. Of these, one never composed anything shorter than 20 moves, two 

always composed only orthodox problems, and two had no experience with short selfmates. 

Many kind and uninformed soules attributed this success to the article, and asked that it be 
open to a wider audience in its original form. 

 

2.The Article 

 

 As we progress through this article, all of the terms in the theme definition will be clari-

fied. I will actually show you all the stages I went through to compose a problem that com-
pletely satisfies the proposed theme, and all the tricks of the trade I had to use.  

This time, the beginning was not a clear idea with tries that are its integral part. Rather, the 

start was doodling with a nearly worn-out pencil. The initial result was a simple white half-pin, 
shown in MV1. This type of scheme has been used many times before, but it is still valid as a 

doodle that we are trying to make into an original mural. It is also a perfect educational tool for 

composing short selfmates.  

 If you look at the position for a couple of minutes, you will realize that the only way to 

mate the white King is by the black King-Bishop battery. Thus, the key has to unguard the 

black Bishop: 1.e3! What is the threat? The threat exploits the half-pin, 2.Qd5+ Kxd5#, be-

cause the Queen moves off the pin-line and leaves the Rook pinned. If that Rook was not 

pinned,  the  mate  would  be  defensible by 3.Rb5.  In other words, if White had a Pawn on b6,  
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instead of the Rook, the mate 2…Kxd5# would not be thematic because the pin of the white 

Pawn on b6 would be superfluous. The defenses are: 1…Rxa4 2.Qc5+ Kxc5#, and 1…Nxe3 
2.Qd4+ Kxd4#. In every case, the mate is thematic because the half-pin is exploited. 

 This problem has a number of faults typical of a novice composers. The main theoretical 

fault is that only one half of the half-pin is used. Namely, there is not even one variation where 
the white Rook moves and leaves the white Queen pinned. The main practical fault is that, in 

selfmates, with a white half-pin, mates from the King battery are used more than any other. 

This is an old theme, and is easily anticipated if some new ground is not covered. We start with 
MV2, and show how to get around a half-used half-pin, and how to add non-battery mates. 

 The scheme is the same, and so is the key: 1.e3! Even the threat (2.Qd5+), and two of the 

variations are also the same: 1…Rxa4 2.Qc5+ Kxc5#, and 1…Nxe3 2.Qd4+ Kxd4#. What is 
new is the completion of the half-pin, and the new mate(s) after 1…f4 2. Qxb4+ Nxb4#, and 

1…Qd8 2.Rxb4+ Nxb4#.  

 Please, study the mechanism of these two variations, because they are typical of short 
selfmates, and are totally opposite from the strategy in direct mates. In variation 1…f4, Black 

prevents the threat on square d5 by opening another white control of the same site. In variation 

1…Qd8, the defense motive is the same as in direct mates, but the weakness is the protection 
of the b6-square, which liberates the white Rook from having to block his own King. 

 Here we come to another ‘trick of the trade’: when a white half-pin selfmate has a threat, it 

is often not necessary to have the pinning piece pinned. In other words, a piece like the white 
Bishop on f7 in MV1 and MV2, may not be needed, as illustrated in MV3. This problem is a 

nearly complete copy of the previous one, except that the half-pinning Rook is now free. The 

point is that after the additional defense 1…Rxd6, the white Rook is pinned as if the white 
Queen moved away, and any Pawn-check will force the black King to check-mate: 2.axb3+ 

Kd5/Kxb3#. In short selfmates, this mating dual is not considered a fault, and in some cases 

(not here) such mates are part of a theme. Also, notice that a black Knight had to be used in-
stead of a Rook for the variation 1…Nxa4 2.Qc5+ Kxc5#. This introduces a dual mate, 

2…Nxc5#, which does not exploit the pinning of white Rook. However, this is still a true half-

pin variation, because if the b6-Rook was not pinned, 2….Kxc5+ would not be a mate. 

 Now let us move to the problem of tries. This is the new element added by the judge to the 

theme of this match. Short of ridiculous statements such as: 1.Qxb4+? Nxb4#, but 1…Kd5+!, 
the previous three positions are without any tries. This move sequence is a part of the mecha-

nism of solution, and it is not a legitimate try. To create true tries, the key has to be changed, as 

shown in MV4. The solution is: 1.Ng2!, with everything as before, and 1.Nf3? is the thematic 

try refuted by 1…Nxe3!. This is another element unique to short selfmates: White errs by 

overprotecting the mating square. Here, this makes 2. Qxd4+ impossible. 

W________w
[wdwdwdqd]
[)Pdwdpdw]
[K$w!w4wd]
[)w)wdpdP]
[N0kdpHwd]
[dpdb)wdw]
[PdpdwdPd]
[dwdwdndw]
w--------w

s# (13+11)

MV5 W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdRdBdw]
[Pdwdwdpd]
[IR!wdw4w]
[Pdpdpdqd]
[dpiw0wdw]
[whpgPdwd]
[Gw4wdwdw]
w--------w

MV6

s# (9+13)

W________w
[wdw$Ndwd]
[0wdwdBdw]
[Pdwdwdpd]
[IR!wdw4w]
[Pdpdpdqd]
[dpiw0wdw]
[whpgPdwd]
[Gw4wdwdw]
w--------w

s# (10+13)

MV7 W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdBdw]
[Pdwdw$pd]
[IR!wdw4w]
[Pdpdpdqd]
[dpiw0wdw]
[whpgPdwd]
[Gw4wdwdw]
w--------w

MV8

s#** (10+12)

 The trouble is that we do not have a second try. The key Knight could be placed elsewhere 

than e1, so that in other tries it overprotects b4 and c5. Unfortunately, this cannot be done 

without heavy damage. The best one can do is to place the key Knight on f4, as shown in 

MV5. Now the solution is: 1.Nh3!, and the truly thematic try is 1.Ne2? refuted by Nxe3! How-

ever, the second try is not good: 1.Ng6? fxg6!. The way the theme is formulated, this is accept-
able but obviously accidental and not part of the theme. On the other hand, 1.Ne2? fails be-

cause it prevents 2.Qd4+, which in the solution, is one of the thematic half-pin variations. 
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 You might have noticed that all the variations with the Knight-mate on b4 have been re-

moved. This is because, with the white Knight on f4, the d5-square is overprotected, and there 
would be a cook in one move (1.Qxb4+ Nxb4#) if nothing else was changed. Also, in all this 

recomposing, the variation with 2.Qc5+ had to be abandoned, and the variation 1…Qd8 

2.Rb4+ Kxb4#, is now just another battery mate. 
 This demonstrates that the moment you include tries, something has to be sacrificed. As it 

turns out, the best way to introduce the thematic tries is to use the white Rook instead of the 

Knight, as shown in MV6. Obviously, a lot of blood flowed between MV5 and MV6. The 
white Queen had to be moved closer to the Rook along the half-pin line, and everything is one 

rank to the south. Still the problem is much like MV5. To make the battery mates possible, the 

key must be with the Rook on d7. The solution is 1.Rf7!, making the old threat possible: 
2.Qd4+ Kxd4#. One defense is the old 1…Qd7 2.Rxb4+ Kxb4#, the other is 1…Rd5 2.Qxc4+ 

Kxc4#, with a new element: intersection removal of the white over-protection of the c4-square. 

This is exactly the opposite of the variation 1…f4 in MV2-3-4.  
  There are two thematic tries, both refuted because White overprotects a mating square: 

1.Rb7? Qd7!, and 1.Rc7? Rd5!. Thus, we have a problem that satisfies the match theme. How-

ever, there are two problems: the a1-Bishop plays the role of a Pawn, and the key is not very 
exciting. Could we, at least, make the Rook go to a corner? This can be done by moving Re7 to 

e8, and adding a white Knight at e8, as shown in MV7. Now the solution is slightly more en-

terprising 1.Ra8!, but there is an extra white Knight on e8 to prevent cooks by the same Rook. 

True, this adds another try: 1.Nd6? Rd5!, but the refutation is repeated. 

 One could stop somewhere between the last two problems, and send one or the other ver-

sion to the match. But, in composing chess problems, when one finds a satisfactory position, 
the cardinal rule is to look for a better one! In this scheme, one should concentrate on the 

weakness created by the accidental try 1.Nd6?: the overprotection of a mating square. If, 

somehow, the other tries on that square were 1.Rd6? and 1.Bd6?, each would overprotect an-
other critical mating square: c4, d4, and b4. Actually, one notices even a better square on b6: 

R, N, and B arriving there would, in turn, overprotect b3, c4, and d4. The motivation for these 

moves would be to block a flight square of the white King. 

 In short selfmates, keys that block the white King are nearly as bad as the keys in direct 

twomovers that take a flight-square away from the black King. However, as you have discov-
ered by now, this is a very demanding theme. If it is possible to make all these blocking moves 

into truly thematic tries, something very interesting may result. The important thing is not to 

leave any stone unturned. Unfortunately, the first attempt, shown in MV8, does not even have 

a solution! The tries 1.Rb6? and 1.Nb6? threaten 2.Qd4+, and are refuted by 1…Qd7! and 

1…Rd5!. But, where is the key? Even if white had another dark-squared Bishop, 1.Bb6? would 

not solve because it overprotects d4, and prevents the threat. The only piece that can block 
square b6 (and become the key) is a white Pawn. For that to be possible, the board has to be 

turned 45, 90 or 135 degrees. At every turn there are difficulties associated with guarding 

squares around the white King. So, after a lot of manipulation, we get to MV9, and for the first 
time the ancestral connection to MV1 may not be visually clear. However, upon closer exami-

nation, it is still the same problem as the one in MV8. In the try 1.Rbc5?, the threat is 2.Qxe4+, 

refuted by 1…Qxg2, because the f5-square is overprotected, and 2.Rf5+ is not possible. Simi-
larly, in the try 1.Nc5?, the threat is 2.Rf5+, but the refutation is 1…Qxh3, and 2.Qxe4+ is not 

possible because the e4-square is protected. Finally, 1.c5! solves because both threats are pre-

served. While all this is very thematic, it is also very ugly. A double threat is a serious fault, 
especially because the whole construction revolves around it. Also, we lost some nice varia-

tions. Should we go back and start again from MV8, or even earlier? Not yet! 

 While a double threat is a fault, a triple or higher threat may be a legitimate theme. If, in a 

problem with three or more threats, Black has the same number of defenses, where each de-
feats all but one of the threats, then we have the venerable Fleck theme. This is more difficult 

to compose than the two defenses of the double threats in the solution of MV9. 

 To make three threats, we have to reactivate 2.Qe3+. The reasoning is simple: by default, 
the third try in MV9 can only be 1.Bc5?, and it has to fail because it overprotects the e3-

square. Fortunately, the surgery is now much less extensive than when going from MV8 to 

MV9, and after some work, we arrive at MV10. 
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W________w
[whRdwhwd]
[dwdp)wdw]
[wdwIwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[wdP!biw0]
[dN0r0wgP]
[wdw)w0P1]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

MV9

s#2 (10+12)

W________w
[whRdwhwd]
[dwdp)wdw]
[wdwIwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[wdP!bip0]
[GNdwdwgP]
[wdw4P0wd]
[dwdrdwdw]
w--------w

MV10

s#2 (10+11)

 The solution is the Pawn block: 1.c5! with 

three threats: 2.Rf5[A]+/Qxe4[B]+/ Qe3[C]+. 
The Fleck variations, that protect two of the 

three threats are: 1…Rxe2 2.Rf5+, 1…hxg4 

2.Qxe4+ , and 1…Bh2 2.Qe3+. The fourth 
variation, called the Karlstrom-Fleck, refutes 

all three threats 1…Rxd4  2.e3+ Kxe3# . In the 

thematic tries, the number of threats is reduced 
to two in a cycle AB-BC-CA. The third threat: 

C, A, or B, is missing because of the overpro-

tection of the mating square. Thus, the refuta-
tions are: 1.Rc5?  Rxe2!, 1.Sc5?  hxg4!, and 

1.Bc5?  Bh2! 

 With all its faults, this is a thematically very strong problem, with some new elements that 

improve its chances for complete originality. 
 

(Editor's note: MV10 was awarded  8th Place in the match.) 

Recently Honored US Compositions 
by Mike Prcic 

 

All comments and solutions have been obtained from the magazines which originally 

published the awards. All the awards appear in the order of publication. 

nNnN

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdK$pdwd]
[dwHNdphw]
[wdwiwdrd]
[)pdwdbdw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[gw4n1wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdK]
[wdphn0wd]
[dw0w0w0w]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dBdwdRdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[wdwHwIwd]
[0w)w)wdw]
[bdwiwdwd]
[GwdpdPdw]
[Pdw)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwgb]
[wdwhwdw0]
[$Q$whkdw]
[wdwdrdwd]
[dwdw0wdK]
[wdwdw4wd]
[dwdwdw1w]
w--------w

No.1 Toma Garai

2nd Honorable Mention

feenschach 1998

h#2   2 sols.         (6+12)

No.2 Toma Garai

Honorable Mention

Scacco! 1999

h#3   2 sols.            (3+9)

No.3 Mike Prcic

1st Commended

The Problemist 1999

#4                           (9+4)

No.4 Toma Garai

1st Commended

diagrammes 1999

h#2    2 sols.        (4+10)

No.1 I. 1.Nc3 Nd3  2.Ke4 Nf6#, II. 1.Ne4 Ne3+  2.Kc3 Na4# 

 
No.2 I. 1.Nc2 Rxf4  2.Kd4 Rf5  3.Kd3 Rd5#, II. 1.Nf2 Ba2  2.Ke4 Bxc4  3.Kf3 Bd5# 

 
No.3 Logical tries: 1.Ndf5+? Kc4 2.Ne3+ Kd4? 3.Nf5#, but 2...Kb5!, 1.Nef5+? Kd5 2.Nf3+ 
Kd4? 3.Nf5#, but 2...Kc6!; 1.c6! (2.Ke6 & 3.Nef5#), 1...Bb5 2.Ndf5+ Kc4 3.Ne3+ Kd4 

4.N7f5#, 1...Bxc6 2.Nef5+ Kd5 3.Ne3+ Kd4 4.Ndf5# 

 
No.4 I. 1.Kg6 Rc6 2.Nf3 Qf5#, II. 1.Kf4 Qb8 2.Ng6 Rf5# 
 

No.5 1.Kg7! (2.Qg3+ Kf5+ 3.Rf6+ Bxf6#), 1…Ra6 2.Rd4+ Rd6 3.Rxe4+ Kxe4#, 1…Ra7+ 

2.Rd7+ Rc7 3.Re7+ Kd6#, 1…Nd4 2.Re6+ Kd5 3.Rc6+ Nde6# 
 

No.6 1…Ra1 2.Kd5 Rxa8 3.Qa2 Rh8 4.Qa8 Rh1 5.Qc6 Rd1# 
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W________w
[wGwdwHBI]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdw$wdp)]
[4PdwiwhR]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dndw)wdQ]
[wdwdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[whwdbdwd]
[dp4w4wdw]
[w0pip0wd]
[dp0wdw0w]
[wdw1wdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Rdwdwdwd]
[0pHwdP)w]
[Piwdwdwd]
[0P0Pdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[)Kdwdwdw]
[wdwdBdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdb1kgn4]
[dpdp0w0p]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wHwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[P)P)P)Pd]
[$NGQIBdR]
w--------w

No.5 Milan R. Vukcevich

2nd Prize

diagrammes 1999

s#3                       (10+8)

No.6 Gianni Donati

3rd Prize

Problem Kiste TT 2001

h#4½                   (1+15)

No.7 George P. Sphicas

4th Commended

Problem Kiste TT 2001

ser.h#11                (10+5)

No.8 Gianni Donati

5th Commended

Springaren 1998

PG in 13.0          (15+13)

No.7 1.bxa6 2.axb5 3.b4 4.bxa3 5.a2 6.a1R 7.Rh1 8.Rh8 9.Rxa8 10.Rb8 11.Rb7 Na8# 

No.8 1.Nh3 Nc6 2.Nf4 Ne5 3.Nd5 Ng4 4.Nb6 axb6 5.h3 Ra5 6.h4 Rg5 7.hxg5 c5 8.g6 Qc7 
9.gxf7+ Kd8 10.fxg8N Nh6 11.Nf6 Ng8 12.Nd5 Ke8 13.Nb4 Qd8 

W________w
[whwdNdwd]
[4wgndK)B]
[pdp0wdpd]
[dwdk0w$w]
[wdNdw)pd]
[dwdpdwdq]
[wdwdwdPd]
[Gw$w!wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
[w4wdwdwd]
[dP4wdwdw]
[Rgbiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Pdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwgwd]
[dwdKGRdw]
[wdwdP4wd]
[dw!wdwdn]
[wdpdkdwd]
[dwdbHp0N]
[wdwdw4wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w!wdwdbg]
[dPdRdpdr]
[wdB)ndwd]
[dwdP4pdp]
[wdR)k)wH]
[dwdN0wdw]
[wdPdpdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

No.9 Robert Burger &

R.Matthews, 4th Prize

The Problemist 1999

#3                      (11+13)

No.10 Toma Garai

3rd Prize

feenschach 1995

h#3   2 sols.           (5+6)

No.11 M. Mladenovic

4th Honorable Mention

Die Schwalbe 1990

#2*  Circe              (7+9)

No.12 Milan R. Vukcevich

2nd Prize

Phénix 1999

#3                      (13+11)

W________w
[BgwdNdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdRdwdPd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIb]
w--------w

W________w
[riwgnIwd]
[dPdP)Pdw]
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdq]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.13 Andrew  Kalotay

Commended

The Problemist 2000

h#2  b) Pg4→e5    (7+3)

No.14 Mark Kirtley

4th Hon. Mention e.a.

The Problemist 1996

=4                         (6+5)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdBdKdw]
[wdp$wdwd]
[dwdPdPdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[iPdwdPdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdrhwdw]
w--------w

No.15 Toma Garai

4th Prize

Quartz 1998-2000

h#3  b) Ka3→e2    (7+6)

No.9 1.Rxg6! (2.Nb6+ Bxb6/Nxb6 3.Rxd6/Nf6#), 1…B~/Bd8 2.Ne3+ Qxe3/Ke4 3.Rxd6/ 

Rc4#, 1…Nd~ 2.Ne3+ Qxe3/Ke4 3.Nf6/Rc4#, 1…Bb6 2.Rxd6+ Kc5 3.Na3#, 1…Nb6 2.Nf6+ 
Kc5 3.Qa5#, 1…Kc5/c5/Qh6 2.Nxd6+/Rxd6+/Ne3+ 

No.10  I. 1.Re5 Rxb4 2.Kd5 Rxc4 3.Re6 Rd4#, II. 1.Bd2 Bxb6 2.Kc3 Bxc5 3.Bd3 Bd4# 

No.11 1…Bd~[a]/Bxe7[b](Bc1)/Rxe6[c](Pe2) 2.Qd4[A]/Qd5[B]/Ng5[C]#; 1.Nf5! (2.Nd6#), 

1…Bd~[a]/Bxe7[b](Bc1)/Rxe6[c](Pe2) 2.Qd5[B]/Ng5[C]/Qd4[A]# 

No.12 1.Re7! (2.Rxe6 ~/Rxe6 3.dxe5/dxe6#), 1…Rxd5 2.d7 (3.Nc5#) Be5 3.Qxe5#, 1…Nxd4 

2.Qc8 (3.Qxf5#) Re6 3.dxe6#, 1…Bf6 2.dxe5+ Nd4 3.exf6#, 1…Rg7 2.dxe6+ Rd5 3.exf7# 

No.13 a) 1.Be4 Be5 2.Kxe5 Rxe4#, b) 1.Bc7 Bd5+ 2.Kxd5 Nxc7# 

No.14 1.exd8R+ Kc7 2.bxa8N+ Kxd8 3.fxe8Q+ Qxe8+ 4.dxe8B= 

No.15 a) 1.Qxd5+ Be6 2.Qxb3 Rxd2 3.Qb4 Ra2#, b) 1.Qxf5+ Rf6 2.Qxf3 Bh3 3.Qe3 Bf1# 
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ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS 

 
Problems published in this section are eligible for the year 2002 competition. Please send 

your originals to the individual editors. All solutions and comments are due by 8/15/2002 and 

should be sent to the Solutions Editor. 

 

TWOMOVERS 

 
Editor: Miodrag Mladenovic, Judge: Milan Velimirović 

  

 Welcome to Marek Kwiatkowski and R.Ganapathi. Look for a nice key in T0311. T0312 

shows pin-mates after an excellent key. Again, good sacrificial key in T0313. Many tries and 

rich play in T0314. T0316 is the most difficult one for solving in my opinion. Again excellent 

key and nice battery play in T0317. T0318 is my favorite in this issue. It shows black 
correction with three changed mates. Note a twin in T0319. 

T0311 Luke Neyndorff

El Cajon, CA

#2                                (4+3)

w________w
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdwHwdp]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdQdp]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwgw]
[wdwdw$Rd]
[dwdwdwdn]
w--------w

w________w
[KGwdwdwd]
[dwdp0wdw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[$w)NdQdp]
[wdwdwdw1]
[dbdwdwdw]
[wdBHwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

T0312 R. Ganapathi

India

#2*                             (5+6)

T0313 Adi Kosovac

Bosnia-Herzegovina

#2                               (8+6)

T0314 Paul Steiner

Cotati, CA

#2 (9+6)

w________w
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwdw!N0w]
[Rdw0wdpd]
[drdrdkGw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwhK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw$wdwdw]
w--------w

T0315 Adi Kosovac

Bosnia-Herzegovina

#2                               (7+9)

w________w
[wGr$wdwd]
[dB0b4wdw]
[wgN)k0Pd]
[dwdpdpdw]
[w!wdw)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

T0316 Alex Markevitch

Jackson, NJ

#2                               (9+9)

T0317 Paul Steiner

Cotati, CA

#2                             (11+7)

w________w
[qgwdRhNd]
[)w4kdPdw]
[Q0wdwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdndwd]
[dwdNdBdb]
[wdRdwdwG]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

T0318 Marek Kwiatkowski

Poland

#2 (10+9)

w________w
[wdRdwdwd]
[dqgwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdbHndw]
[w)w0wdw0]
[0wdNdwdw]
[wdPiPGwd]
[!w$wdBIw]
w--------w

T0319 Paul Steiner

Cotati, CA

#2 b) Ph4→b6     (11+8)
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
[QdwdNdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dKdwhwhw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdwGwd]
[dpIwdwdw]
[wdw)N0wd]
[dwdBindw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdRdR0N]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdbdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdw4wd]
[0w4wdwGw]
[wdpdP$w$]
[dw)wiwdw]
[w)wdwdqd]
[dNHwhw)w]
[KdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w



SG16 (October-December 2001) Solutions – TWOMOVERS 
 
Comments from Author (A), Andrzej Baniak (AB), Matthew Dickey (MD), Valery Krivenko 

(VK), Miodrag Mladenovic (MM), Jeremy Morse (JM), Efren Petite (EP), Paul Steiner (PS), 

Israel Tzur (IT) 
 

T0292   (Krivenko)  a) 1.Qh2! g5 2.Qc2#;  b) 1.Qf7! (zz), 1...B~/Bxg7+/g5 2.g8N/Qxg7/Qf5#;  

c) 1.Ng4! (2.Nf6#), 1…B~/Bxg7+/g5  2.g8Q/Qxg7/Qc2# Cute problem (AB), Triple twin 
with good changed mates (EP) 
T0293 (Aliovsadzade) 1.Be8? (2.Rg6[A]/g5[B]#), 1...Bf7!, 1.Be4? (2.Rg6[A]#), 1...Bf7!; 

1.Bf3! (2.g5[B]#)  The Barnes theme in a miniature with only 6 pieces (A). Six-man Barnes 
theme blemished by single refutation (JM) 
T0294 (Bantush) 1.Rg4! (2.Qe4#), 1…Kxg4/Ke5/e5 2.Qf3/Qa5/Qc8# Give-and-take key 
and nice activity of wQ (EP), Good key and mate after flight (JM) 
T0295 (Neyndorff) 1.Ng4? (Nh2/Ne3#), 1...Ng2!, 1.Kd1? (2.Nd2#), 1...Ng2!, 1.Nxh3? 
(2.Qf2/Qg1#), 1...Nxh3!; 1.Qf3! (2.Nxh3#), 1…Kh1/Nxf2/Ng1 2.Qh1/Qxf2/Ng3# Entertain-
ing play; the key sets up a battery which never gets used (a dry cell, I guess) (MD), 
Unconvincing tries and obvious key (EP), Battery needed to cope with Ng2 (JM) 
T0296 (Rosberger) 1.Bd2? (zz), 1…Kc5/Ke5 2.Be3/Bc3#, 1...Kd3!; 1.Bg7! (zz), 1...Kc5/Ke5/ 

Kc3,d3,e3  2.Rc6/Rf5/Rf3# Five flights yield three different mates (JM) 
T0297 (Ducuiaume/Vo Van) 1...Qd6/Qd7 2.Qf7/Qxe5#; 1.Kxc6! (2.Qf7/Qxe5#), 1…Qd7+/ 
Qd6+/Qd5+ 2.Qxd7/Qxd6/exd5# Charming "Schachprovokation" key and two changed 
mates (EP), The K enters into checks leading to change of mates (IT), Key allows 3 
checks and 2 changes (JM) 
T0298 (Aliovsadzade) 1.Bxd6? (2.e5[A]/exd5[B]#), 1...dxe4/e5 2.Rxe4/Bc5#, 1...exd6!, 

1.e5[A]? (2.Nc6#), 1...g6!; 1.exd5[B]! (2.Bxd6#), 1...e5/Nxd5 2.Be3/Nc6# Another presenta-
tion of the idea: at least two threats in a try becoming first moves in another try and solution. 

This time with some changes and the moves 1.Bxd6 and 1.Nc6 appearing as "first move-

threat" and "threat-mate" respectively (A). Two selfblocks barely make a problem (JM) 
T0299  (Mosiashvili) 1.Qf1[A]? (2.Rb2[B]#), 1…Bc2/Nd6 2.Rc2/Nc7[C]#, 1...c5!, 1.Rb2[B]? 
(2.Qf1[A]#), 1…c5/Nd6 2.Qd7/Nc7[C]#, 1...Bf6!, 1.Qf5? (2.Nc7[C]#), 1…Bd5 2.Rb2[B]#, 

1...Nd5!; 1.Re5! (2.Nc7[C]#), 1…Bd5/Nd5 2.Qf1[A]/Qb7#  Salazar, Rukhlis, pseudo le Grand 

theme (A). Nice modern problem (VK), Keen tries and selfpins with fine mates by wQ 
(EP) 
T0300  (Bantush) 1.d5[A]? (Nd6[B]#), 1…Bd2[a] 2.Qc4[C]#, 1...Bd4/Bxe5 2.Rxd4/Qxe5#, 

1...Bxd1[b]!; 1.Qc4[C]! (2.Qd5#), 1…Bd2[a] 2.d5[A]#, 1...Bxd1[b] 2.Nd6[B]# Obvious key 
and poor play (EP), The key in one phase serves as mate in the other phase to the 
same defense (IT), Nice change after Bd2, but lacks by-play (JM), Same final position 
in both phases after 1...Bd2 (PS) 
T0301 (Fomichev) 1.Nc4? (2.fxg3[A]/Bg5[B]#), 1...Kf5!, 1.Re1? (2.fxg3[A]#), 1...Rxe3[a]  

2.fxe3#, 1...gxf2!, 1.Re7? (2.Bg5[B]#), 1...Rxe5[b] 2.Bxe5#, 1...Be6!; 1.Qa8! (2.Qxe4#), 

1...Rxe3[a]/Rxe5[b] 2.fxg3[A]/Bg5[B]# Barnes, Dombrovskis paradox in the defense-form, 
change of mates (A). The most intriguing two-mover of this issue! (MD), Radical change 
of play (EP), The threats come back as mates (IT) 
T0302 (Larose/Vo Van) 1...Nc7/Nd5/fxe4/Rd3 2.Qc5/Nb5/Rxe4/Nc2#; 1.Ng5! (2.Ne6#), 

1…fxg5/f4/Re3/Re2 2.Qe5/Re4/dxe3/Nxf3# Play in classical style (EP), Seven variations, 
the best following Rd3 (JM) 
T0303  (Mosiashvili) 1.c3? (2.Qd4#), 1…Nc5/Nd3/Nf3 2.Qd5/Qg5/Re4#, 1...Nc2!; 1.c4! 

(2.Qd5#), 1…e3/Nd3/e6 2.Qd4/Qc3/Nd7#  Pseudo le Grand theme + changed mate (A). 

Threats and mates interchange (IT), Unpinning and line closing moves by Ne1 (PS) 

THREEMOVERS 
 

Editor:  Dr. Milan R. Vukcevich,  Judge:  Zoran Gavrilovski 

 

 Warm welcome to newcomers Odette and David. This section can use more entries. Please  
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send us some more compositions. 

 Adi starts off with a light fare followed by Eugene's duel between white Knight and black 
Queen. In M0245 White tempts Black to check only to activate the hidden battery while Odette 

adds a new twist to an old theme. One of the young American stars, David Zimbeck, shows his 

talent in a surprising mutate. Bob's is a cross-check fare with two nice variations.  
Error in SG17 M0241 (Zgerski). Replace wPf3 with bPf3, minus wPf7. 

W________w
[wdndwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdpdpdb$]
[dr0k)wdw]
[w0qHwdwI]
[dB)w!PHw]
[wdwdphwG]
[dwdR4wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw4wdwd]
[1wdwdwdn]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dPdkdP)w]
[wdRdN!wI]
[dPdpdw0P]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dndwdwHw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwHwdwd]
[dw0w0wdp]
[q0PdBiwd]
[dRdwdPdw]
[Q)KHwdwd]
[dPGwdP$w]
[wdPdP4wd]
[dwdwdbdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[HwdwdwdN]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[ndwdwdwd]
[dBdPdwdr]
[w0KdwdN0]
[dwdRdP!P]
[wdpdk)wd]
[dpdwdpdw]
[wdwdwGwd]
[1wHwdwdw]
w--------w

M0243 Adi Kosovac

Bosnia-Hercegovina

#3                              (5+1)

W________w
[wdRdwdwd]
[dpdwdK0w]
[wdpdB0wd]
[dpGwdNdN]
[w$w)kdPd]
[dPdwdpdw]
[wdPdwgPd]
[dwdqdwdw]
w--------w

M0246 Odette Vollenweider

Switzerland

in memoriam Hans Johner

#3                            (12+9)

M0245 John Rice

England

#3                            (11+9)

M0248 Robert Burger

Arcata, CA

#3                           (11+13)

M0244 Eugene Fomichev

Russia

#3                             (10+8)

M0247 David Zimbeck

Columbus, OH

#3                            (15+8)

SG16 (October-December 2001) Solutions - THREEMOVERS 
 

Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E), Matthew Dickey (MD), Valery Krivenko (VK), Efren 

Petite (EP), Dailon Stauvers (DS), Israel Tzur (IT) 

 

M0226 (Fomichev) 1.Qa7? (2.Nxf5#), 1…Nh4!, 1.Qa4? (2.Ne6#), 1…Ng5!; 1.Rc3! (2.Qd5+ 

Rxd5/Bxd5 3.Ne6/Nxd5#), 1…Nh4 2.Qa4 ~/Re5 3.Ne6/Qxc4#, 1…Ng5 2.Qa7 ~/Bd3(e6) 

3.Nxf5/Qxc5# Banny + Hannelius + Dresden + Nowotny (A) Magnificent showing of Han-
nelius theme with reappearance of the tries after bN defenses (EP), I like the Nowotny 
key (IT) 
M0227 (Almamedov/Aliovsadzade) 1.Qe1! (2.Bg4+ Kd3 3.Qe2/Bf5#), 1…Bd4 2.Bd3+ Kxd3/ 

Kf3 3.Nb4/Qxg3#, 1…Bf4 2.Bf3+ Kxf3/Kd3 3.Nh4/Qxc3#, 1…Bxd6 2.Bf1+ Kf3 3.Nd4#, 

1…Bxf6 2.Bd1+ Kd3 3.Nf4#, (1…Kf5 2.Qf1+ Ke4 3.Qf3#, 1…Rxc5 2.Bg4+ Kd5 3.Bf3#) 
Two Bishop's stars (A) Nice! (VK), Graceful mates by the wN's after the selfblocks on d4 
and f4 (EP) 
M0228 (Petite) 1.Qg1! (2.Bxe4+ Kd4(e5) 3.Bxc3/Qg7#),  1…Rd4 2.Qg5[A]+ e5 3.Qg8[B]#, 

1…e5 2.Qg8[B]+ Kd4 3.Rd1[C]#, 1…Re5 2.Rd1[C]+ Qd4 3.Nc7[D]#, 1…Qd4 2.Nc7[D]+ 
Ke5 3.Qg5[A]#, 1…Ke5 2.Qg5[A]+ Kd4 3.Rd1[C]#, 1…Kd4 2.Rd1[C]+ Ke5 3.Qg5[A]# A-B-

B-C-C-D-D-A and A-C-C-A cycles (A) A very long cycle in the 2nd and 3rd white moves.  
Remarkable (IT) 
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M0229 (Vasilenko/Rezvov/Chernous) 1.Kh6? (2.Rh4 3.Rh5#) Rb1!; 1.Rh4! (2.Kh6 3.Rh5#), 

1…Rb1 2.cxd8Q ~ 3.Qxf6#, 1…Rd7 2.Rd5 (3.Rf4#) dxe5/Bxg3 3.Bxd7/Nxg3#, 1…h6 2.Be8 
(3.Bg6#) Rxe8 3.Nxd6#, 1…exd2 2.Nxd6+ Rxd6 3.e4#, 1…Nc4 2.Bc2 ~ 3.Nxd6# Delightful 
play in traditional style with numerous and attractive variations (EP), Nicely motivated 
key and one fantastic variation (IT) 
M0230 (Makaronez) 1.Qxd7! (2.Qc6+ d5 3.Qxd5#), 1…Nd8 2.Qh7 f4/Rh6 3.Nxd5/Rg4#, 

1…f4 2.Qf5+ Kxf5 3.e4# Two nice pin-mates resulting from a black half-pin (E) Spectacular 
wQ continuation after 1...Nd8, with black halfpins (EP) 
M0231 (Prcic) 1.Kc8? axb4!, 1.Kc7? Kxb4 2.d8Q a4!, 1.Ke7? Kxb4 2.d8Q Ka4!; 1.Ke8! (zz), 

1...Kxb4 2.d8Q Ka4/Kxc5/a4 3.Qh4/Qxa5/Qb6#, 1...axb4! 2.d8R!! Ka5 3.Ra8# After three 

tries, the least likely key prevails (A), Good tries combined with black correction and Rook 

promotion (E)There's only one way to allow the future wQ to access all the lines (MD), 
A pleasing little problem (DS), Keen wK tries and spectacular precision white promo-
tions (EP), I can only echo the editor's saying: A delightful problem! (IT) 

MOREMOVERS and STUDIES 
 

Editor:  Dr. Milan R. Vukcevich 

Judges: #n  Valeriy Shavyrin, Studies: Harold van der Heijden 

 

 Warm welcome to Andrey Zhuravlev, Alex Markevitch and Noam Livnat. Andrey and 

Boris present two lightweight miniatures followed by a nice cycle of moves in M0251. M0252 

is a complex affair while M0253 exploits a well-known theme. Yet another teaser from Alois 
followed by the two miniatures by the longmover specialist Zinovyev. Good news! The studies 

are back.  

 And last but not least, our apologies to Harold for misspelling his name in SG17. 

W________w
[wdwHRgb1]
[hwdwdr0w]
[Rdw0NdP0]
[4ndkdpdw]
[PGw0w)w)]
[dP0wdwdK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dBdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdK0b]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdwdwdw$]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwhwg]
[dwdwdKdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[)wdpHQ0w]
[pdpiwdwd]
[)b0wHw)w]
[wdRdw)qh]
[dwdwdBGr]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[iwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[)wdPdwdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw$w)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdRdKd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdpgw0w]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdn)wdQ]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwGwdw]
w--------w

M0253 Grigoriy Gamza 

& Rudolf Larin

Russia

#4                          (12+14)

M0249 Andrey Zhuravlev

Russia

dedicated to Conrad Goodman

#4                               (3+3)

M0252 Leonid Makaronez

& Leonid Ljubashevskij

Israel

#4                           (11+13)

M0250 Boris Pekar

New York, NY

#4                              (6+1)

M0251 Eugene Fomichev

Russia

W________w
[wdkdwdwd]
[0w)w$ndw]
[Kdw0P4wd]
[Hwdwdwdw]
[wHwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwg]
[Gwdrdwdw]
w--------w

M0254 Alois Johandl

Austria

#7                              (7+9)

#4                              (6+7)
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W________w
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdwdpGp]
[wdwdwIw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

M0256 Nicolai Zinovyev

in memoriam

Vyacheslav Bulimenko

#11                            (4+3)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdQdw0k]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

M0255 Nicolai Zinovyev

in memory of

Leonid Grigoriev

#10                            (2+5)

W________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwIwHwdw]
[pdwdwdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

E0040 Alex Markevitch

Jackson, NJ

Draw                          (3+4)

W________w
[wdwdwhb4]
[$wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwIwi]
[dwdrdwdw]
[wdRdwdPd]
[dwdBdw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

E0041 Noam Livnat

Israel

Win                           (6+5)

W________w
[wdwdwdqd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w$wdwdw0]
[!wHwdndw]
[bdRdwdrd]
[dwdwdw0k]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

E0042 Kevin Begley

Elk Grove, CA

Draw                          (5+7)

W________w
[wdwdRdbd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dnIPdpdw]
[Pdwdw0wd]
[dwdp)wdw]
[wiwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

E0043 Iuri Akobia

Georgia

Draw                           (6+7)

SG16 (October-December 2001) Solutions - MOREMOVERS & 

STUDIES 
 

Comments from: Author (A), Editor (E), Henryk Kalafut (HK), Efren Petite (EP), Israel Tzur 

(IT) 

 
M0232 (Makaronez/Ljubashevskij) 1.b6! (2.Nf6+ Kxe3 3.Bb5 ~ Re2#), 1…Bxd6 2.Rd4+ 

Kxe5 3.Rf4+ Kxd5 4.e4#, 1…Rh6 2.Bd4 (3.Nc3#) Kxd5 3.Kf4! ~ 4.Bd4# Two variations with 

a distant block and a quiet move (E). Good white Grimshaw continuations (EP) 
M0233 (Feoktistov) a) 1.Kg5? (2.Bg4) Nc3! 2.Bd4 Nxe4+!; 1.Kf3! (2.Rxe5+ Rxe5 3.Bg4+ 
Rf5 4.Bxf5#), 1…Rb3+ 2.Nc3 Rxc3+ 3.Kg4 Rc5 4.Qe7#, (1.Qd8? ~ 2.Qe8+ Kd6 3.Qe7#, 

1…Bf8!), b) 1.Kf3? (2.Rxe5+) a1Q! 2.Rxe5+ Qxe5!; 1.Kg5! (2.Bg4 3.R~#; 1…Rh1 2.Bg4 

Rh5+ 3.Kxh5 Bh7 4.Rxe5#), 1…Bc1+ 2.Ne3 Bxe3+ 3.Kg4 4.Bc5 4.Rxe5# A complex idea 
realized with twins: provoked check, Roman, pericritical Grimshaw on c5 (A). Nice trek 
along the perimeter of a parallelogram of the black units ending with a self-
interference (IT) 
M0234 (Makaronez) 1.Nc8? (2.Ne7 3.Nd7#), 1…Ra8 2.Bb6+ Kd5 3.Ne7+ Ke5 4.Bd4#, 

1…Ra7 2.Nd7+ Kc6 3.Ne7+ Kb7 4.Nc5#, 1…gxf5 2.Ne7 Rxd6 3.Rxd6, 1…Bf6!; 1.Rc8! 

(2.N6d7+ Kd5 3.e4+ Kd4 4.Bb6#), 1…Ra6 2.N8d7+ Kc6 3.Bb8+ Kb7 4.Rc7#, 1…gxf5 
2.Bd8+ Kxd6 3.Rc6+ Ke5 4.N8d7# 

M0235 (Petrovic) 1.fxe6 e.p.+! f5 2.gxf6 e.p.+ Kxe3 3.bxa7+ c5 4.bxc6 e.p.# The key and the 

mating move are both en passant (A). Three en passant moves in one variation! (HK) 
M0236 (Zinovyev) 1.Kb2? f5!; 1.Bf5! Kg8 2.Kb2 Kh8 3.Kc3 Kg8 4.Kd4 f6 5.Be6+ Kh8 
6.Kd5 f5 7.Ke5 f4 8.Kf6 f3 9.Bg7# A miniature with Troitsky mate (A). 

E0040 (Akobia) 1.Re5+ Ne2 [1...Be4 2.Nd3+ A) 2...Kd1 3.Nf2+ Ke2 (3...Ke1 4.Nxe4 dxe4 

5.Rxe4+ Ne2 6.Nc4 f2 7.Ne3 Nc3 8.Re8 f1Q 9.Nxf1+; 3...Kd2 4.Nc4+ Ke2 5.Nxe4 dxe4 
6.Rxe4+; 3...Kc2  4.Nb3  Ne2  5.Nc5  Kd2  6.Nfxe4+) 4.Nxe4  dxe4 5.Rxe4+  Kd3 6.Rf4  Ke3  
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7.Rf6 f2 8.Kc5; B) 2...Kd2 3.Nf2 Ke3 4.Nxe4 dxe4 5.Nc4+ Kf4 (5...Kd3 6.Nb2+ Ke3 7.Kc5 

Nc2 8.Re7) 6.Kc5 Nc2 7.Kd5 Nb4+ 8.Ke6 Nxa2 9.Rf5+ Kg3 10.Kd5 Nc3+ 11.Kd4 Nd1 
12.Kxe4; C) 2...Kf1 3.Nf4 f2 4.Nc4 Nf3 5.Ne3+ Ke1 6.Re8 f1Q (6...Kd2 7.Nf1+ Ke1 8.Nxd5 

Kxf1 9.Rxe4+-) 7.Nxf1 Kxf1 8.a4+-; 1...Kf2 2.Rxd5; 1...Kd2 2.Rxd5 Kc3 3.Nac4] 2.Rxd5 f2 

[2...Nc3 3.Re5+ Be4 (3...Ne4 4.Nac4 f2 5.Ne3) 4.Nd3+ Kf1 5.Nc5 Bc2 6.Nc4; 2...Ng3 3.Nac4 

f2 (3...Be4 4.Rd1+) 4.Nd2 Ne4 5.Nf3+ Kf1 6.Nc4] 3.Nac4 [3.Nb3? f1Q 4.Rd1+ Kf2 draws] 

3...f1Q [3...Nc3 4.Re5+; 3...Ng3 4.Ne3 Ke2 5.Re5 Kf3 6.a4 Kf4 7.Re8 Bg6 8.Rf8+ Kxe3 

9.Nd1+] 4.Rd1+ Bxd1 5.Nd3#  The last variation is technical and tedious (IT) 

SELFMATES 
 

Editor:  Dr. Milan R. Vukcevich,  s#2-4  Judge: Alexandr Azhusin 

s#5-n Judge: Alexandr Azhusin 

 

 Welcome to newcomers to this column: Janevski, Lebedev, and Chufarin. The S0183 

deals with a recent WCCT6 theme, while in S0184, White tries to rope black pieces and force 

b2#. In S0185 Živko goes for the task and in S0186, a quad from Russia keeps promoting...and 
promoting. Camillo's is another "Gamnitzer" and Alex finds two ways to selfmate the white 

King. Look for the Phoenix theme in S0189. The next three are longmovers, George's being a 

"Marathon" attempting a new length record. The last two are Reflexmates, i.e., both White and 

Black must mate in one if they can. The S0193 is quite technical and precise while in S0194, 

White is constantly on the verge of mating Black. 

 

Diagram error in SG17 S0178. Should be wQg7. 

W________w
[Bdwdw$w1]
[dwHpdw4w]
[Qdw0phPg]
[dwdw)wdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwiwGP)w]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dRIn4wdN]
w--------w

S0187 Camillo Gamnitzer

Austria

s#6                         (13+11)

W________w
[wdwHndwG]
[dwdpdwdw]
[Pdb0w4wd]
[$pdkdwHw]
[w!wdwdwd]
[)w0K)wdw]
[wdPdPdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwHwH]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwG]
[dwdwdw!B]
[wdwdwdb0]
[dwdwIwir]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwgqd]
[dwdpdNhw]
[wdw0wHbd]
[dwdKdkdr]
[pdP!wdp0]
[4wdpdn)P]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdBdwdwd]
[dw0pdwdw]
[pHw)P)Pd]
[$wdwdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dp0wdwdk]
[wdpdPdwd]
[hwIwdw!w]
w--------w

W________w
[wdQdwdRd]
[dw)p0Pdw]
[wdPiw0w4]
[HpdpdK0B]
[wdw)wdPd]
[dwdndndw]
[p)wdwdwd]
[dbdwdwdw]
w--------w

S0185 Živko Janevski

Macedonia

s#3                          (11+9)

S0188 Alex Markevitch

Jackson, NJ

s#7   2 solutions         (6+6)

S0183 Eugeniusz Iwanow

Poland

s#2 (8+15)

S0184 Efren Petite

Spain

s#3                         (11+8)

S0186 E.Fomichev, V.Kirilov,

D.Lebedev & Chufarin

Russia

s#5                        (11+12)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdK$wdwd]
[4Pdwiwdw]
[N)wdP$Qd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdkdwd]
[)wdnGw!w]
[p0w0wdwd]
[)wdNdwdw]
[BdwdKdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdRdwd]
[HwdwdwdR]
w--------w

S0190 Andrey Selivanov

Russia

s#10          C- (10+5)

S0192 George P. Sphicas

New York, NY

s#68             C- (8+2)

W________w
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdw!wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdw0w$w]
[wdwdBdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[KdwdQdwd]
[dwiwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w$wdwdwd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dp0pdwdw]
[wdwdw$wd]
[iwHwdwdw]
[P0wdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

S0194 Valeriy Surkov

Russia

r#8 C- (4+2)

S0193 József Pásztor

Hungary

r#6                             (2+2)

S0189 Ulrich Auhagen

& Manfred Zucker

Germany

s#8                             (6+6)

W________w
[wHrhwIBd]
[0w)P)wdw]
[w$PiPgRH]
[Gwdwdw4w]
[wdQ)wdw1]
[dwdwdwdw]
[bdndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

S0191 David A. Durham

& János Csák

Hungary

s#10           C- (14+9)

SG16 (October-December 2001) Solutions - SELFMATES 
 

Comments from: Author (A), Andrzej Baniak (AB), Danny Dunn (DD), Editor (E), C.C. Fran-

kiss (CCF), Henryk Kalafut (HK), Efren Petite (EP), Israel Tzur (IT) 

 
S0159 (Vukcevich) 1.Be5? (zz) Nxb3!; 1.Re5! (zz), 1…Nxb3 2.Qc4+ Kxc4#, 1…Nc2 2.Qe3+ 

Nxe3#, 1…Bc2 2.Qd4+ Kxd4# I am not sure of the purpose of wBd6 other than to pro-
vide a try (CCF), Cyclical change of moves, too simple, the defense is practically the 
only black move (AB), Excellent try and mates by the royal battery with white unit 
pinned (EP), The transit from try to solution brings reversal changes (IT) 
S0160 (Azhusin/Selivanov) 1.Ng8! (2.Ba7+ Kd6 3.Bb8+ Rc7#), 1…Qxg8 2.Ba3+ Kd4 3.Bb2+ 

Rxb2(c3)#, 1…Rxg8 2.Be7+ Kd4 3.Bxf6+ Qxf6#, 1…exf2 2.Be3+ Kd6 3.Qxg3+ Nxg3# Nice 
white Bishop's star, although the white Queen somewhat inactive (E). Good alternative play 
after captures of Ng8 by bQ and bR (CCF), Fantastic functioning of the white R/B 
battery in the threat and continuations (EP), In my opinion more elegant than its ortho-
dox counterpart (IT) 
S0161 (Fomichev) 1.c4?/Rc4?/Nc4? (2.Qxg2+ Kxg2#) Be1!/Qa8!/Re1+!; 1.Nxb6! (2.Nbxc4+ 
~ 3.Qxg2+ Kxg2#), 1…Bxb6 2.c4 (2…Be1?), 1…Qxb6 2.Rc4 (2…Qa8?), 1…Rxb6 2.Nec4 

(2…Re1?) Four-fold interference with wBa6 in a logical form (A). Good dual avoidance 
after defenses (CCF) 
S0162 (Smedley) 1.Qd6! (2.Re4+ Nxe4 3.Nb4+ Nxd6#), 1…f3 2.Nxc3+ Kxc3 3.Qb4+ Qxb4#, 
1…fxe3 2.Qf6+ Kxd5 3.Bc4+ Qxc4#, 1…Qh1 2.Nxb6+ Qd5+ 3.Qc6+ Qxc6# Skillful altera-
tion in play after fxe3 and f3 (CCF) 
S0163 (Petite) 1.Rh6! (2.Qc4+ Kxf5 3.Qxd5+ Bxd5#), 1…Qxc2 2.Qe6+ Kd3 3.Qe3+ Nxe3#, 

1…Nc3 2.Nxg3+ Kd4 3.Qb6+ Nxb6# Sacrificial continuations by the wQ (A). White brings 
the incarcerated bB to life (IT) 
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S0164 (Vukcevich) 1.Red8! (2.Nb3+ cxb3 3.Nb5+ Bxb5#), 1…Nxd8 2.Qe2 ~ 3.Qxc4+ Bxc4#, 

1…Nxc7 2.Ne6+ Nxe5 3.Rxc4 Bxc4#, 1…Nxc5 2.Ne6+ Nxe6 3.Rxc4+ Bxc4#, 1…Nxf4 
2.Be4+ Nd5 3.Bxh6 B~# This took several days and aspirin to solve (DD), Complex 
play--very difficult to solve (EP), Almost a full N wheel (IT) 
S0165 (Paradzinskiy) 1…e2 2.Nb3 d4 3.Nd2 d3 4.Bxg3 Bxg3#; 1.Bg5! (zz) e2 2.Nf5 d4 3.Bd2 

d3 4.Nxg3 Bxg3# Beautiful change of functions between the white Bishop and the white  

Knight (E). Charming change of functions of wB and wN (CCF), Change of roles of the 
white thematic units (IT) 
S0166 (Gamnitzer) 1.e7! (2.Re4+ f4 3.Qg8+ Kf5 4.Qe6+ Kg5 5.Qg4+ hxg4#), 1…Bd8 2.Qb1 

c2 3.Qxc2 Bxc2 4.Rxh5+ Kxh5 5.Rxf5+ Bxf5#; 3…~ 4.Rxh4+ f4 5.Rg4+ hxg4# What does 
not work on the g-file does work on the b1-h7 diagonal (IT) 
S0167 (Bryuhanov) 1…Bg7#; 1.Ne7! (zz) Kxe7 2.f8Q+ Kxf8 3.e7+ Kxe7 4.Qd7+ Kf8 5.Qg7+ 

Bxg7# Cunning maneuvers to get wQ to g7 (CCF), Successive white sacrificial con-
tinuations (EP) 
S0168 (Pasztor) 1.Qh8! (zz), 1…h2+ 2.Kh1 Rxa1 3.Qc3+ Ka2 4.Nb4+ Kxb1 5.Qb2+ Kxb2#, 
1…hxg2 2.Qh6 Rxa1 3.Qc1+ Ka2 4.Rb2+ Ka3 5.Rxg2+ Rxc1# Two good lines of play 
(CCF), Careful wQ sacrifices and black battery mates (EP) 
S0169 (Schreckenbach/Zucker) a) 1.Ba7! Kh4 2.Bf2+ Kh3 3.Qf5+ Bg4 4.Rg3+ Kh4 5.Rh3+! 

Kxh3 6.Qf3+ Bxf3#; b) 1.Bf4! Kh4 2.Bg5+ Kh3 3.Qf5+ Bg4 4.Rg3+! Kxg3 5.Qf4+ Kh3 

6.Qf3+ Bxf3# A Miniature with two Rook sacrifices (A). Solutions seem fairly similar 
(CCF), Miniature with good play in both solutions (EP) 
S0170 (Azhusin) 1.Bc4! (zz), 1…Bxb5 2.Rg2+ Kf3 3.Be2+ Bxe2 4.Rg3+ Kf4 5.Rg1+ Kf3 
6.Rf1+ Bxf1#, 1…Bb7 2.Rg4+ Kf3 3.Qe4+ Bxe4 4.Rg3+ Kf4 5.Rff5+ Kf3 6.Rf5+ Bxf5#, 

1…Bb8 2.Rg6+ Kf3 3.Rf6+ exf6 4.Qg6 Ba6/Bb7/Bd7/Bxe6 5.bxa6/Nxb7/exd7/Nxe6 f5 
6.Qg4+ fxg4# Isn't there a dual after 1...Bxb5: 2.Rg1+ Kf3 2.Be2+ Kxe2 4.Qc2+ Kf3 
5.Rf1+ Bxf1 6.Qg2+? (CCF, sim. HK), Unexpected mate by bPe7 (EP), Plenty of inter-
esting variations for the solver's money (IT) 

HELPMATES 
 

Editor:  Dan Meinking,  Judges:  h#2  Mario Parrinello,  h#2½ & h#3 

Franz Pachl,  h#3½ & h#n  Christopher Jones 

 
 Spring has sprung, and as always there's ample chessic foliage.  The species are balanced 

herein, though we have an abundant stock of shorter helpmates.  May our creative readers 

spawn moremovers aplenty!  We welcome V. Janardhan and Eric Huber to the flora. 
 We begin with several garden-variety twomovers.  The plot thickens with Tibor's H0625, 

while Georgi and Joe offer colorful  strategic sprouts.  Árpád transplants simple and complex 

schemes to fresh soil.  Note that H0621 utilizes King-in-Check. 

 Four fertile Merediths root the threemovers.  Eric and Andrew foot less-trodden paths, 

whilst their neighbors tread indigenous venues.  H0643 and H0644 crown this ornate dozen. 

 Andrey extends a familiar h#3 class.  Radovan's H0647 yields a h#4 and h#4½.. Marko 
and Edgar graft multi-line brier patces for solvers!  After untangling those, the final four 

should prove a straightforward jam. 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[wdwdwdwH]
[dwdwdwiw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdw1w]
w--------w

H0621 Vladimir Chernous

Ukraine

h#2    3 solutions        (4+2)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)R1p$wd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[BdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0622 R. Ganapathi

India

h#2   b) rotate 180° (5+3)
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w________w
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdw0w]
[RdwdwdPd]
[dw0wdB)K]
[wdw4wdRd]
[dwdwhrdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdqdk]
w--------w

H0623 Vitaly Medintsev

Russia

h#2    2 solutions         (7+7)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dp0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdkHNdR]
[wdwdwdw$]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdP)r4wd]
[dwdbdwgw]
w--------w

H0624 Živko Janevski

Macedonia

h#2   2 solutions          (7+7)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwhwdwdr]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwhw]
[Bdw4w0wd]
[dwdwdp)k]
[wdwdNdRd]
[dw1wdwgw]
w--------w

H0625 Tibor Érsek

Hungary

h#2    2 solutions      (5+10)

w________w
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dw4kdNdw]
[wdwdwdbd]
[hwdwdwdw]
[n)wIp4Pd]
[dBdRdwdw]
w--------w

H0626 V. Janardhan 

& Vito Rallo

India/Italy

h#2   2 solutions         (7+8)

w________w
[wdwdKdwd]
[dw0Ndrdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdngP]
[bdPdNipd]
[dqhwdwdw]
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdw4wdw]
w--------w

H0627 Georgi M. Frantzov

Bulgaria

h#2   b) Ph5→d5      (6+11)

c/d) Bg5→h8/a7

w________w
[wgBdwdwd]
[dwdwdw1w]
[wdwhPhpd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[KdNdkdw4]
[dw0wGwdw]
[bdwdw)pd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0628 Joe Youngs

Maple Grove, MN

h#2   3 solutions      (6+11)

w________w
[wgwdqdwd]
[dwHwdwdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[w$wdwdpd]
[)wipdwdw]
[PdwdpdnI]
[dwGw4wdb]
w--------w

H0629 Árpád Molnár

Hungary

h#2    2 solutions     (7+10)

w________w
[wdwdRdwd]
[Grdr!wdK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dBdw)Rdw]
[wdn)ngwd]
[dwdwiw)w]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
w--------w

H0630 Michal Dragoun

Czech Republic

h#2   2 solutions         (9+8)

w________w
[wgwdwdwd]
[dP0wdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[Hwdqdwdw]
[wdnipdwd]
[0wdn4wdw]
[P)rdwdwd]
[dwHKdbdw]
w--------w

H0631 Francesco Simoni

Italy

h#2   2 solutions       (6+12)

w________w
[wdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdpdb]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dw)wdkgP]
[rdpdN0Rd]
[dw4R0w0N]
[wdp0ndn1]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0632 Árpád Molnár

Hungary

h#2   b) Bg5→d4      (8+15)

c) Pd2→f6 d) Bg5→h4

w________w
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdbdw]
[wdwdwgw)]
[dwdpindp]
[wdw0whwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0633 Czestaw Janczura 

& Henryk Kruk

Poland

h#3   2 solutions         (3+8)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdNdwdwd]
[0wdpdKdw]
[wdp)pdwd]
[dNdBdwdw]
w--------w

H0634 Mike Prcic

Los Angeles, CA

h#3   2 solutions        (5+6)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dpdwdw)p]
[wdwdwdb$]
[dwdwIwdP]
[w)rdwdwd]
[dBdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0635 Abdelaziz Onkoud

Morocco, ded. to Najat Onkoud

h#3  2 solutions         (6+5)
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dqdwdpdw]
[rdwdwdwd]
[4BIwhwdw]
[p$wdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0636 Mykola Nahnybida

Ukraine

h#3   b) Ne3→h8       (3+9)

w________w
[Kdwdwhwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dw0wiwdw]
[wdw0wdR)]
[dwdBdw4w]
[wdwdbdwg]
[1wdw4wdw]
w--------w

H0638 Alexander Pankratiev

Russia

h#3   2 solutions      (4+10)

w________w
[wdwdwdqd]
[dwdw0rGw]
[wdkgn4Bd]
[dwdbdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdP0wdw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w

H0639 Christer Jonsson

& Rolf Wiehagen

Sweden/Germany

h#3  b) Rf6→f2         (5+9)

w________w
[wIwdw$wd]
[dwdB0wdw]
[rdwdP)wd]
[dwdndwdw]
[wdwdkdwg]
[4wdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwhwdbdw]
w--------w

H0640 Tibor Érsek

Hungary

h#3   b) Nd5→c3       (5+9)

w________w
[wgwdK$rd]
[dwdwdpHw]
[bdwdB4pd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdndwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdkGwd]
[dwdndwdw]
w--------w

H0641 Toma Garai

Van Nuys, CA

h#3   2 solutions      (5+11)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwHwdpd]
[0w0wdPdw]
[Kdwibdrh]
[dPdwdPdw]
[wdPdrdwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

H0642 Andrew Buchanan

Los Angeles, CA

h#3                             (7+9)

w________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[hwdwdwdw]
[wdw0w0pd]
[dw)wdp0w]
[wdwIwdwd]
[)PdwdR0w]
[wdwdwHRG]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

H0643 Gennady Shinkarenko 

& Roman Zalokotsky

Ukraine

h#3   2 solutions          (9+8)

w________w
[wdwdKhqd]
[dwdw0R0w]
[wdwdpdwG]
[dwdbdwdw]
[wdwdp)wd]
[dw0PiwdP]
[wdwdr0pd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0644 Christopher Jones

England

h#3  b) Qg8→h8      (6+12)

w________w
[wdbdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[pdkhwdwd]
[dqdrdNdw]
[pdpdwdNd]
[dwhwdwdK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0637 Eric Huber

Romania

h#3    2 solutions       (3+10)

w________w
[NIwGwdw4]
[dwdwdwdr]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdw0wdp]
[wdwdP0wd]
[1w0wdwdb]
[wdndndwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
w--------w

H0646 Andrey Zhuravlev

Russia

h#4   2 solutions       (4+12)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdwIw0p]
[wdwdwdpG]
[dwdwdkdw]
w--------w

H0645 Robert Bales

Broadview, IL

h#4  b) Bh2→h1        (3+4)
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdw1wdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdk0wd]
[dw4Rhndw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0647 Radovan Tomašević

Yugoslavia

h#4½*                         (2+7)

w________w
[wdwdw4wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdndBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpibd]
[dpdwdqdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

H0648 Marko Ylijoki

Finland

h#5   3 solutions         (2+8)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdrdw]
[wdw0kdwd]
[dwdp0p)w]
[wdw0wdBd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

H0649 Dan Meinking

Cincinnati, OH

h#5                             (3+7)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdphpd]
[dwdw)wdk]
[wdwdp)wd]
[dwdwIwGw]
w--------w

H0650 Alexander Toger

Israel

h#5   2 solutions         (4+6)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwhwdw]
[wdbdwdwd]
[dpdpdwdk]
[wdwdpdwd]
[)w0wdwdw]
[P0P0w)wd]
[$Kdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0651 Temur Chkhetiani

Georgia w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[drdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dN4qdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0652 Edgar Holladay

Carmel, IN

h#5½                           (2+4)

b) +bNd1 c) +bBc4 d) +bPc4

H0653 Marko Ylijoki

Finland

dedicated to Valpuri

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[p0wdPdw)]
[gwdwdwdK]
w--------w

H0654 Michael Grushko

Israel

h#6   2 solutions         (3+6)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdpdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdw)w0wd]
[dwdPdpdK]
[wdw)w)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0655 Albert Grigoryan

Armenia

h#9                              (5+5)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdp]
[Pdw0wdw)]
[dwdPdwdw]
[k0wdwdpd]
[dpdwdp)w]
[p)wdw)wG]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H0656 Mark Pevsner

Israel

h#10                           (8+9)

h#5    2 solutions        (6+9)

SG16 (October-December 2001) Solutions - HELPMATES 
 

Comments from Andrzej Baniak (AB), Matthew Dickey (MD), Danny Dunn (DD), C.J.Feather 

(CJF), C.C.Frankiss (CCF), Jeremy Morse (JM), Efren Petite (EP), Israel Tzur (IT), Luigi 
Vitale (LV), Helmut Zajic (HZ) 

 

H0549 (Saletic)  I. 1.Be7 f8N 2.Kd8 Ne6#, II. 1.Bg7 f8Q 2.Qc6 Qd8# Elegant unpin and pro-

motion scheme. Good things do come in small packages! Nice miniature (HZ), Unpinning by 
bB with promotions to Q and N.  Neatly done (CCF), Simple but effective play (MD) 
H0550 (Tzur)  a) 1.Bc5 Ba5 2.Ka3 Bc3#, b) 1.Rc5 Rf6 2.Kg5 Rf4# ODT extended to both 

sides in this fine lightweight; radical shift diminishes somewhat. Perfect harmony (HZ), B/R 
and R/B Grimshaws on c5 give harmony to play (CCF), The black pieces reciprocate 
to keep the mating lines clear (MD), Grimshaw and Umnov and unfortunate twinning 
(AB) 
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdpdrdpd]
[dkdp)p)w]
[w0nGw0wd]
[dwdwgKdw]
w--------wh#5½                        (4+12)



w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdndwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdkdwHwd]
[dwhw)Kdw]
[wdwdNdPG]
[dwdwdBdw]
w--------w

(A) Unto Heinonen

Die Schwalbe 2000

h#2 2 sols. each (7+5)

b) Pe3→e4

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdkdw]
[pdw0wdwd]
[dwdpdKdw]
[ngbdwdwd]
[!R$wdwdw]
w--------w

(B) Ivo Tominić

1st Prize, Rokada 1977

h#2                    (4+7) 

b/c) Pa4→b4/c3

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw4wdndw]
[wdwdkHwd]
[dKhwgwdw]
[wdNdrdwd]
[dwdwdw1w]
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
w--------w

(C) CJF, Skakmatnaya 

Poesia 2001

h#2  2 solutions  (5+7) 

w________w
[wdwIwdwd]
[dw4wdwdN]
[wdpdPGwd]
[gwdwHk1P]
[b0w$wdwd]
[dwdP0wdw]
[wdwdPdp4]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

(D) Á. Molnár, scheme

h#2  see text! (9+10) 

H0551 (Nahnybida)  a) 1.Ba3 c8N 2.Rb4 Nxe7#,  b) 1.Ra4 c8Q 2.Bb4 Qc2# Critical black 

Grimshaw to open and close necessary guard lines pronto. Fine critical moves (HZ), Fairly 
easy to see (CCF), Charming Grimshaw on b4, achieved with white promotions (EP), 
Black Grimshaw determines the white promotions (IT) 
H0552 (Parrinello/Garofalo)   I. 1.Nxd3 Qc8 (Qa5?) 2.Nb4 Qc1#,  II. 1.Bxd3 Qa5 (Qc8?) 

2.Bc4 Qd2# An attractive presentation of doubled WCCT-6 theme. The captures on d3 are 
obvious (HZ), The bB and bN open the c1-h6 diagonal and then block off the bR (MD) 
H0553 (Heinonen)   a) 1.Qc4  Rxc4 2.Kxc4 Ne5#,  b) 1.Qd4+ Nxd4 2.Kxd4 Rd5# "Zajic 
theme with Zilahi and black tempo moves" (composer)!  Apparently, this has been shown pre-

viously only by Unto himself (diagram A. Solution: a) I. 1.Nxe2 Nxe2 2.Kd5 Nc3#, II. 1.Nd5 
Nxd5 2.Kxd5 Nc3#,   b) I. 1.Nd4+ Nxd4+ 2.Kxd4 Ne6#, II. 1.Nxf4 Nxf4+ 2.Kd4 Ne6#).  Not 
a genuine Zajic theme, in my view. The theme has little value if the W1 motivation is 
not pure, and here one of the W1s is an answer to check, making the square clear-
ance motivation irrelevant, which I see as totally ruinous (the more so because it's 
avoidable). The tempo motivation of B1 is not new but that aspect of this problem is 
neat (CJF), Zajic theme with bQ as thematic unit and this is very effective (HZ), Good 
capturing sequences (CCF), Nice double sacrifices (MD), BQ sacrifices followed by 
bicolor annihilations (EP), The preamble to the Zilahi (sacrifice of bQ) is justified by 
tempo (IT) 
H0554 (Janevski) I. 1.Qxd4 Qa4 2.Qf2 Qe4#, II. 1.Qxe5 Qb8 2.Qe2 Qg3#, III. 1.Qxg5 Qg8 

2.Qf4 Qg2#, IV. 1.Qxd3 Qa6 2.Qe4 Qf1# An interesting cycle+1: In the first 3 lines, the 

Queens block and guard e2/f2/f4 in turn, and in the 4th line the wQ covers all three! A very 
helpful bQ (HZ), BQ captures/selfblocks repeated 4 times (CCF), The traitorous bQ 
opens the door for the wQ and then blocks the last luft (MD), Marvelous duel between 
the two Qs (EP), The bQ paves the way to her white colleague (IT) 
H0555 (Shinkarenko/Zalokotsky) I. 1.Nd6 (b2?) Qc1 (Bd2?) 2.b2 Bd8#, II. 1.Nb6 (Nc3?) Bd2 

(Qc1?) 2.Nc3 Qe7#  Counting the tries, 2x WCCT-6 theme in reciprocal pairs. Similar to 
H0552 but not so easy (HZ), Line closing by Black, pinning by White (CCF), Stupen-
dous achievement of black pins and interceptions to bRa6, with change of functions 
between wQ and wB (EP) 
H0556 (Jonsson) I. 1.bxc1B Rb6 2.Bc3 Qh1#, II. 1.dxc1B Qd6 2.Be3 Rh1#, III. 1.cxd1N Rc6  

2.Ne3 Rh1# Tripled line-opening promotion-captures but, alas, no Zilahi.  Well founded un-
derpromotions (HZ), Good control over black promotions (CCF), Refreshing idea, 
impeccably realized (AB), Three-stage Zilahi where the cyclical use of white pieces is 
spiced up by black underpromotions.  Wonderful! (IT). CJF sends diagram B, which does 

show the cyclic Zilahi. Solution: a) 1.Bxa1[a] Rb6 2.Bb1[b] Rc5#, b) 1.Bxb1[b] Rc6 2.Nc1[c] 
Qa5#, c) 1.Nxc1[c] Qa6 2.Ba1[a] Rb5# 

H0557 (Parrinello) I. 1.Ba3 Nxb3 2.Kxc6 Na5#, II. 1.Ra3 Nxb4 2.Kxa5 Nc6# Complex annihi-
lation-switchbacks with 3 coordinated couplets and an immobile bR pinned from two direc-

tions! Well hidden pin mates with switchbacks of the bN (HZ), Excellent matched play 
with double switchbacks (CCF), Clever switchbacks by wN's (EP). CJF notes a simpler 

rendering of this idea (diagram C. Solution: I. 1.Bd4 Nxe4 2.Kd5 Nf6#, II. 1.Rd4 Nxe5 2.Kd6 

Nc4#). 
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H0558 (Youngs) I. 1.Rxb6 Nc6 2.Ra6 Rxc5#, II. 1.Be1 Nc2 2.Ba5 Bxd3# The wN comes to 

the rescue on corresponding lines; key-move pins of the eventual mating pieces add a touch of 
irony. Smooth footwork along the battery lines to the wK.  A tough nut to crack (MD), 
Black pins and white unpins with mates after selfblocks on a5 (EP) 
H0559 (Molnar) a) 1.Rg1 Nf7 (Ng4?) 2.Rg5 Nh6#, b) 1.f2 Ng6 (Nf3?) 2.Bg4 Nh4#, c) 1.Rxb4 
Ng4 (Nc4?) 2.Rf4 Ne3#, d) 1.Bxb7 Nxf3 (Nc6?) 2.Be4 Nd4#, e) 1.Bxb4! Ng6 (Nc6?) 2.Rc5 

Nxe7# "5-fold 6WCCT theme!" (composer).  A colossal achievement and a fitting tribute! It's a 
pity that in c) there is no black interference (HZ), N mates from 5 different squares.  
Perhaps possible to extend this to 6 squares with a single N.  Some good play in this 
problem (CCF), A shame that there's no easy way to get a mate on e6 to max out the 
task (MD), Impressive! (IT). Árpád sends a H0559 'variation' (diagram D) to illustrate the 

maximum WCCT-6 effects, but admits the twinning -- b) Rd4→d6, c) & Qg5→f4, d) & 

Ph5→h3, e) & Ba4→f1, f) & Rd6→h1/Pd3→h5 -- is not quite legitimate. Solution: a) 1.Bb3 

Nf7(Nc4?) 2.Bxe6 Nd6#, b) 1.Rh4 Nc4(Ng4?) 2.Rf4 Nxe3#, c) 1.g1R! Nf7(Ng4?) 2.Rg5 
Nh6#, d) 1.c5 Ng6(Nc6?) 2.Bd7 Ne7#, e) 1.Bxe2 Ng6(Nf3?)  2.Bg4 Nh4#, f) 1.gxh1B! 

Nxc6(Nf3?) 2.Be4 Nd4# 

H0560 (Frantzov)  a) 1.Be4 Rxe4 2.Na1 Rb4#, b) 1.Bf5+ Rxf5 2.Kc2 Rf2#, c) 1.Re4 Bxe4 
2.Ka4 Bc6#, d) 1.f5 Bxf5 2.Bg7 Be6# A logical extension to H0197 in SG7, where the wR/wB 

twice aim and fire. A typical task with well known double check mates.  The active black 
sacrifices are interesting (HZ), Another great task -- four double check mates! (MD), 
White battery mates after black sacrifices (EP) 
H0561 (Benko)  Set: 1.Ke5 Nf2 2.Bf7+ Nxf7#, Play: 1....Nf7 2.Nb6 Rd3 3.Nc2 Nf2# Fine 

activation of Ns from all 4 corners with charming set/play reciprocation! Fine change of wN 
moves (HZ), Two different ways to make the mating square safe for democracy (MD), 
The change of order in the wN moves leads to chameleon echo-mates (IT), WN's 
change roles and bN's come into play (JM) 
H0562 (Janczura/Kruk) Set: 1....Nc6 2.Ne5 d3+ 3.Kd5 Nb4#, Play: 1.Nf2 Nc5+ 2.Kd4 Ke6  

3.Ne4 Nb3# Chameleon echo ideal-mates with an Umnov motif. Elegant Miniature with 
chameleon echo-mates (IT) 
H0563 (Navon/Vatarescu) I. 1.Kg4 g3 2.Qf5 Re6 3.Qh5 Rg6#, II. 1.Kg6 g4 2.Qf6 Be6 3.Qg5 
Bf5# Intense ODT flavor enhanced by Q unpins, Pawn one-two, and double-check models. 

B/R and R/B batteries set up for double check mates with small force (CCF), Smooth 
parallelism as the bQ moves along the pin line to make room for the white battery 
(MD), White battery mates with change of function between wR and wB (EP), Very 
good (IT) 
H0564 (Jonsson) a) 1.Nxg3 Nc2 2.N3e2 Bg3 3.gxh4! (tempo) Ne3#, b) 1.Nxh3 Nb3 2.Ng1 

Rh2 3.gxf4! (tempo) Nd2# Gallant horseplay featuring access-providing and temporizing cap-
tures!  The latter effect (bP tempo-grabs) seems particularly fresh.  Nice matched play 
(CCF), The captures by the Pg5 provide Black a needed tempo and prevent White 
from having a 2nd mate in b) (MD), Good work by the Ns (EP), Delicate tempo consid-
erations motivate the black switchback in this fine, Zilahi-flavored problem (IT) 
H0565 (Ðokic) I. 1.Kc3 Nxa1+ 2.Kd4 Rc5 3.Nxd3 Nc2#, II. 1.Rxd3 Nxe1 2.Rb3 Nd3+ 3.Ka3 

Rxa1#, III. 1.Be2 Ke4 2.Kc3 Nxa1+ 3.Kd2 Nb3#, IV. 1.Nxd3 Rxd1 2.Nc1 Rd2 3.Kb1 Na3#  , 

V. 1.Kb3 Rb1+ 2.Ka4 Rb3 3.b5 Ra3# Neither rhyme nor reason here, but a good challenge to 
find all five mates. Extremely well done to get so many mates in a h#3 (CCF), Very 
difficult to find all five solutions (DD) 

w________w
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdw0kdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)Rd]
[IwdwdB4w]
w--------w

(E) H0568(v)

Georgi M. Frantzov

h#3  b) Bf1→e1 (4+7)

c) Ph5→g6

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[gndBdw0n]
[wipdwdPd]
[0wdwdr$r]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dw)w0bdK]
[qdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

(F) Rudenko/Chepizhny

2nd Pr., Olympic Ty ‘84

h#2                   (6+13)

b/c) Kb6→e4/f6 

w________w
[wdwIwdwd]
[dw0pdRdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdw0wdwi]
[dPdpdpdP]
[wdwgr)wd]
[dw1w4wdw]
w--------w

(G) Christer Jonsson

The Problemist 1995

h#3                   (5+12) 

b) Kd8Kh4

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdkGpd]
[dwdwdw)r]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

(H) Eugene Albert

IMR 1990

h#5                     (3+4) 
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdB0r0wd]
[dwdP0pdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdndw]
w--------w

(I) Rolf Wiehagen

original version

h#5                    (3+7) 

w________w
[wdwdw4wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdbd]
[dwdwdwHw]
[wdwdqdrd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

(J) L. Bukovinszky
Problem 1967

h#6                    (2+5) 

w________w
[wgwIwdwd]
[dwhwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

(K) Tode  Ilievski

Comm., IMR 1997

h#7                    (2+3) 

H0566 (Ylijoki) I. 1.Rd7+ Nd5 2.Ke4 Nb4 3.Rd4 Re7#, II. 1.Re7+ Ne4 2.Kd5 Ng5 3.Re5 

Rd7# Reciprocal square occupations (d7/e7 & d5/e4) preface beautiful model-mate echoes! 
Good control exerted by bB in forcing moves (CCF), It's much easier to find the 2nd 
mate after finally working out the 1st one (MD), Polished model mates (EP), Garai 
theme with two nice echo-mates (IT) 
H0567 (Janevski) I. 1.Kd4 Bxd5 2.Kxd5 Rf6 3.Nd4 fxe4#, II. 1.Kf4 Rxf5+ 2.Kxf5 Kg7 3.Nf4 
dxe4# Flighty forays where White fritters the facade to fence his foe. Clever mates by wP's, 
not by wR/wB as one would first think (CCF), An enjoyable problem (MD), Magnificent 
bicolor annihilations with model mates by wP's (EP) 
H0568 (Frantzov) a) 1.Kf6 Rg8 2.Rg7 Bd3 3.Rf7 Rg6#, b)1.Re4+ Rg7 2.Rg6 Bd2 3.Rf6 Rg5#, 
c) 1.Kf4 Rxg6  2.Rg5 Be2  3.Rgf5 Rg4# Unified Bristols enhanced by echoed self-blocks and 

model-mates on the f-file. Critical play on g7, g6, and g5.  Well composed (CCF), A nice 
set of twins (DD), Three well-matched Bristol clearances, with different motivations for 
each of the different first moves by wR.  My favorite h#3 in this issue (MD), Delightful 
Bristols and model echo mates (EP), A great problem! (IT), Georgi sends a fine im-

provement (diagram E). Compare with diagram F, which shows a tripling of 3-Rook magnet 
in h#2 form. Solution E: a) 1.Kf6 Rg8 2.Rg7 Bd3 3.Rf7 Rg6#, b) 1.e4+ Rg7 2.Rg6 Bd2 3.Rf6 

Rg5#, c) 1.Kf4 Rxg6 2.Rg5 Be2 3.Rf5 Rg4#. Solution F: a) 1.Rb5 Rc5 2.Rd5 Rxc6#, b) 1.Rc5 

Rd5 2.Re5 Rd4#, c) 1.Rd5 Re5 2.Rf5 Re6# 
H0569 (Chkhetiani) I. 1.Qh8 Re4 2.Qh4 gxh4+ 3.Kc5 Qc7#, II. 1.Re5 Rc1 2.Qf3 gxf3 3.Kd5 

Qd2#   Urgent offerings empower the wQ. The 2nd of these two mates (Qc7#) is quite 
hard to find (CCF), Something of an 'Escape from New York' theme, with nicely varied 
mates in the two lines (MD), BQ sacrifices and mates by wQ (EP) 
H0570 (Ylijoki/Wiehagen) a) 1.Re5 Kxf4 2.Re6+ Kxf3 3.Be5 Ne3#, b) 1.Be5 Ke2 2.Bd6+ 
Kd3 3.Re5 Nxf4# A streamlined switchback-Grimshaw scheme with pure line-closing motiva-

tion, though the twinning detracts. Compare to diagram G, also showing both mates by the 
same unit. Solution: a) 1.Be3 Ke7 2.Bd2+ Kf6 3.Re3 Rh7#, b) 1.Re3 Kg5 2.Re2+ Kf6 3.Be3 

Rf8# Matched Grimshaw effects on e5.  Attractive composition (CCF), Excellent play 
on e5 allowing the wK passage and providing a mating square for the wN! (MD), Black 
switchbacks followed by Grimshaw on e5.  The zero-position is a pity (EP), Striking 
idea: double Grimshaw in reverse order (IT) 
H0571 (Onkoud) I. 1.Re4 f4 2.Qe3 Rg7 3.Kd4 Rd7#, II. 1.Qd6 Rg4 2.Ke5 Rxc4 3.Rd5 f4# 

Somewhat predictable and imbalanced relinquishment of the triply masked pin-line. Un-
matched mates--not very interesting problem (CCF), All 3 pieces blocking the h1-a8 
diagonal vacate it in both lines (MD), Nice mates by the P and R (EP), Black works 
hard to unpin the white units from the masked halfpin (IT) 
H0572 (Murarasu) I. 1.Nh3+ Qg1 2.Kc4 Qe1 3.Kd3 Ne5#, II. 1.Nh4+ Qg2 2.d3 Qb7 3.Rc4 
Nb3# Pin-valve keys provide the Q just enough scope to facilitate the maximally distanced Ns. 

Nice mates but the first B and W moves are obvious and the wQ requires a lot of B 
units (HZ), Again solution rather obvious and play is poor (CCF), Q moving on her 
pinning line is always interesting (IT) 
H0573 (Grushko) a) 1...f4 2.Bd5 Ng7+ 3.Ke4 Ne6 4.Nf5 f3#, b) 1...Nf6 2.Kf4 Kf1 3.Kxf3 Nd7  

4.Rf4 Ne5#, c) 1...Ke3 2.Bf1 f4 3.Kg4 Ke4 4.Bh3 Nf6#, d) 1...fxe4+ 2.Ke6 e5 3.Ng6 Kf3  
4.Kf5 Ng7# Mixed bag of tricks create four ideal-mate treats. Some good mates in the 
variations, particularly d) (CCF), Miniature with three ideal mates (IT), It took me a lot 
of time (LV) 

84 H0574 (Prentos) 1.Bh7 Ra8 2.Ra7 Bg6 3.Re7 Be8 4.Bf5 Ra6# A splendid and highly original 

bi-color Bristol blend in which the ODT analogy spans the full eight ply! Interesting critical 
play but easy solving (CCF), Black Bristol moves and a fine model mate (EP), A win-
ning idea! (LV), Elegant Bristols, but easy (JM) 
H0575 (Toger) I. 1.f1N d4 2.Nd2 Rc3 3.f3+ Kxg3 4.fxe2 Rc1#, II. 1.f3+ Kxg3 2.Kf1 exf3  

3.Kg1 Re2   4.f1R Rg2#, III. 1.Kd2 Rf3 2.Rd1 Rxf4 3.Ke3 e5 4.Rd2 Re4#  Another solver test: 

Varying plans bound by unblocks for the wR by each wP. Very well constructed with some 
difficult mates to find (CCF), Four good mates by wR (EP), A nice find (LV) 
H0576 (Vinagre) 1.Rg5+ Kf7! 2.Bh7 h4 3.Kg4 Kf6 4.Kh5 g4+ 5.Kh6 hxg5# Well-veiled intent 

from the surprising double-check to the ideal-mate coup. Only after eliminating promotions 
and non-capturing solutions does one arrive at the solution (MD), Miniature with unex-
pected mate by wP (EP), Nice (IT), Not enough force for a mid-board mate (JM) 
H0577 (Wiehagen)  1.Rc3 Bd3 2.Rc4 Bb1 3.Kb5 Ba2  4.Ra5 bxc4+ 5.Ka4 Bb3# The White 
play is not new (diagram H. Solution: 1.Rh5 Be3 2.f4 Bg1 3.Kf5 Bh2 4.Kg5 gxf4+ 5.Kh4 

Bg3#), but incorporating 3 Platzwechsels (b/w, b/b, w/w) in a single line is!  Rolf notes that a 

mid-board ideal-mate is possible too (diagram I. Solution: 1.Nd2 Be6 2.Nc4 Bh3 3.Kd5 Bf1  
4.Re5 dxc4+ 5.Ke4 Bd3#.) Well constructed with control of moves exerted by wB (CCF) 
H0578 (Feather)  1.Ne1 Qc8 2.Qh7 Qxh3 3.Ng2 Kxg2 4.h1R Qxg3 5.Rb1 Qa3# A deeply 

buried treasure where the reward for finding moves like 2.Qh7 and 3.Ng2 is well worth the 
effort. Very well-constructed but a familiar theme (CCF), A wonderful problem (DD), 
Spectacular play with long displacements of wQ (EP), Two miraculous moves (2.Qh7! 
and 3.Ng2!) turn this problem into an object of art! (IT), This is diabolical! (LV), Superb 
problem, with wQ going the distance to get at h3 and bQ brilliantly forced to do the 
same (JM) 
H0579 (Toger) a) 1.gxf2+ Kd1 2.Be2+ Kc1 3.f1B Bh2 4.Kf2 Bxf4 5.Ke1 Bg3#, b) 1.Bh3 fxg3  
2.Kxg3 Bd4 3.Kh2 Kf2  4.e1R Bxe5  5.Rh1 Bxf4#, c) 1.e4 Bh2 2.g1B fxg3 3.Be3 dxe3 4.Kxe3 

g4 5.Bf3 Bg1# Promotion potpourri with diverse strategies. Mates on e1, h2, and e3 with 
good play in each variation.  Excellent problem (CCF) 
H0580 (Comay/Elkies/Stanley) 1.Re4+ d4 2.Be5+ dxe5 3.Qb6+ e6 4.Qd8+ e7 5.Qf8+ exf8N# 

An excelsior novelty in which every black move is a check! All black moves give check, but 
this makes solving easier (HZ), Well-constructed (CCF), Is this a first? (MD), Succes-
sive black sacrifices for a wN promotion finish (EP), What  splendid work! (LV), Enter-
taining Excelsior with 5 checks. What is the record for consecutive black checks in a 
h#? (JM) 
H0581 (Janal)  a) 1.Ke3 Ba2 2.d3 Bb1 3.dxc2 Nxc2+ 4.Kd3+ Ne3+ 5.Kd4 Nf5#, b) 1.Kf3 Ba2  

2.Kxe4 Bb1 3.Kd4 Ba2 4.e2 Bb1 5.e1N Ba2 6.Nxc2 Bb1 7.Ne3 Bf5 8.Nxd5 Nc2# An 'odd' 
length variant threaded by battery-prevention and deployment of wN/wB on opposite wings. b) 
is the best of this section (LV) 
H0582 (Vitale)  a) 1.Be6 Nf4 2.Rg5+ Ng2 3.Ke5 Kg1 4.Kf5 Kf2 5.Qe5 Kf3 6.Rf6 Nh4#, b) 
1.Ke5 Nf5 2.Rg3+ Kh2 3.Re3 Ne7 4.Bf3 Kh3 5.Kf4 Kh4 6.Rf5 Ng6# Brisk intermingling 

whence the wN emerges bearing model-mate echoes. Note that part b) is similar to diagram J. 

Solution: 1.Qe6 Nf1 2.Rd2 Kg1 3.Rd5 Nd2 4.Bf5 Kf2 5.Ke5 Ke3 6.Rf6 Nc4# Very good 
twinning for a h#6 problem (CCF), Nice black maneuvers create selfblocks (EP), Not 
easy to find these nice echo-mates (IT) 
H0583 (Ilinčić)  1.b3 a4 2.Bb4 a5 3.Kg7 a6 4.Kf6 a7 5.Ke5 a8N 6.Kd4 Nc7 7 . K c 3  N b 5 #  E x -

celsior N promotion and ideal-mate from this elegant Miniature. Compare to diagram K. 
Solution: 1.Kg2 e4 2.Kf3 e5 3.Ke4 e6 4.Kd5 e7 5.Kc6 e8N 6.Kb7 Ke7 7.Kc8 Nd6# Excelsior 
with N promotion but bK march makes it rather uninteresting (CCF), White promotions 
achieved with strategy similar to the preceding problem (EP), Nice and easy (IT), 
Rather pretty! (LV), Obvious, once seen -- but there are some close tries (JM) 
H0584 (Fiebig) 1.Qb1 Bg5 2.Rd2 Kc6 3.Kd3 Kd5 4.Kc2+ Ke4 5.Kc1+ Ke3 6.Rb2 Bf4 7.c2 

Ke2# A pioneer problem yielding four Indians (culminating with the underlined moves as 
indicated) in a one-liner without promoted force!  See H0460 (Wiehagen/Brand) solution (plus 

accompanying comparison problems) and H0547 (Meinking) in SG15 for comparisons. Good 
control over move order and wK moves throughout (CCF), The wK must walk a tight-
rope to set up the mating net (DD), Pretty white royal battery mate (EP), Remarkable 
dance of the two Kings among anticipatory shieldings (IT), High standard! (LV), A fine 
mix of interpositions, checks, and selfblocks (JM) 
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w________w
[QdqdQdwd]
[dwHNdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[!wgwdwIw]
[w4wdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

F0337 Kostas Prentos

Greece

h#2  2 solutions           (6+4)   
Q Grasshoppers

w________w
[wdwdqdwg]
[dw4p0wdw]
[QdwiwdQd]
[Hpdwdw1w]
[w)wdPdp1]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[!wdwdwdw]
w--------w

F0338 Leonid Makaronez 

& Alex Ettinger, Israel

h#2  b) wGg6→g5   (7+10)

Qq GHs N Nightrider

w________w
[wdwdNdwd]
[dwgpdwdp]
[wdwGw$p)]
[dwdBhw0w]
[NdwdPdkd]
[dw$ndw0w]
[w0w)rdwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

F0339 Mario Parrinello

Italy

h#2   b) Na4→b6   (10+11)

N Nightriders

Definition of Fairy pieces and conditions 
 

Anti-Circe (type: Cheylan) - Cheylan type anti-circe differs only in that units may not capture 

onto their game-array square. In anti-circe, the capturing unit (including King) is immediately 

reborn on its game-array square, which must be unoccupied. If the game-array is occupied, a 

unit may neither capture nor give check. Captured units are annihilated as in orthodox chess. 

Circe - When captured, a piece (other than a King) is reborn on its game-array square. Rook, 
Bishop and Knight are reborn on the square that is the same color as the square of the capture, 

Pawns on the file of capture. If the game-array is occupied, the captured piece disappears, as in 

a normal capture. Castling is permitted with a reborn Rook. Fairy pieces are regarded as being 
the result of promotion and so are reborn on the promotion-square on the file of the capture. 

Game-array Square - For orthodox units, the game-array square is one which was occupied, 

at the commencement of a game, by a unit of the same type, but it is not necessarily where this 
particular unit began the game. For Rooks, Bishops, and Knights, the game-array square is of 

the same color as the capture square.  For Pawns, the game array square is in the same file as 

the capture square.  Fairy chess pieces are considered promoted, thus their game-array square 

is the promotion square in the same file as the capture square. 

Grasshopper - Moves along Queen-lines over another unit of either color to the square imme-
diately beyond that unit. A capture may be made on arrival, but the hurdle is not affected. 

LEO - The Chinese Queen, moves like a normal Queen but captures like a Lion.  

Lion - Moves and captures like a Grasshopper, but its arrival square may be any number of 
squares beyond the hurdle, provided the line is free. 

Madrasi – Like units other than Kings are paralyzed when they attack each other. Paralyzed 

units cannot move, capture or give check. 
Neutral piece – Belongs to whichever side chooses to use it. It can therefore be moved or 

captured by White or Black, and in Circe it is reborn according to capture. A King may not be 

moved onto a square controlled by a neutral piece, because of self-check. 
(Continue next page) 

Nightrider – A Rider along a straight line on squares lying a Knight’s move away from each 

other. 
Series-mover (ser.) - One side remains stationary while the stipulated number of moves is 

made by the other side. In a series-helpmate (ser.h#n) Black plays n moves to reach a position 

where White can mate in one, avoiding checks until the final move of the sequence. In a series-
selfmate White plays n moves to reach a position where Black is forced to mate in one, checks 

again being avoided until the last move. 

Vaulting King (also Transmuting King) - When in check, takes the power(s) of the checking 
unit(s) in place of its own. 

w________w
[wdwdndqd]
[)wgbdPdw]
[Qdwdwdw!]
[dpdk0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[rdw0wdpd]
[dwdKhNdw]
w--------w

F0340 Klaus Wenda

Austria

h#2½  2 solutions     (6+11) 
Anti-Circe Cheylan Q Gs

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[iw0wdwdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[gKdwdwdw]
w--------w

F0341 Luigi Vitale

Italy

h#7            Circe         (2+5)  

w________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[)Rdwdwdw]
[Ndwdwdw4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw4ndpd]
[dwdwdpdp]
[p0p0pdbd]
[dwGRHBIw]
w--------w

F0342 János Csák

Hungary

h#11                         (8+13)  

Ultraschachzwang

(Black must check)

w________w
[wdB4wdwd]
[dw0wdpdb]
[wdKgw0w4]
[dwdw0wdw]
[Q0kdn)Nd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdP)wdnd]
[dRdRdwGq]
w--------w

F0343 Don Smedley

England

#2                           (10+14)

KkTransmuting Kings

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdR]
[kdwdwdwd]
[)wdwdwdR]
[w0wdwdw!]
[dw0p0p)p]
[pdwdwdw)]
[4qdwdwdK]
w--------w

F0344 Mike Prcic 

& Petko A. Petkov

USA/Bulgaria

s#2 (7+10)  

q Leo

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dPdwdPdw]
[kdwdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdK)wdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

F0345 George P. Sphicas

New York, NY

ser.s#8     Circe    (1+1+5n)  

P neutral Pawns

w________w
[rdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[PdPGpdwd]
[!wdw)wdw]
[N)w)wdw$]
[iBdpdP)w]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdKgw]
w--------w

F0346 Tibor Érsek

Hungary

ser.h=9         Circe    (13+7)   

2 solutions

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdNdpd]
[$whPdw0w]
[w0wdBdwd]
[driwdwdK]
w--------w

F0347 György Bakcsi 

& László Zoltán, Hungary

ser.h#12*  Madrasi    (5+7) 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdQdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdq]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdwdRd]
[dqdwdwdK]
w--------w

F0348 C.J. Feather

England

ser.h#19*                    (4+3)

Qq Grasshoppers
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Editor:  to be announced,  Judge:  Christian Poisson 

 

 Welcome to newcomers Kostas Prentos, Mario Parrinello and Don Smedley.  
 We have an even dozen in this issue, several of which will appeal to those brave enough to 

risk a first venture beyond the orthodox. At a first glance, F0344 might easily be mistaken for 

something previously published – closer inspection will reveal something wonderfully differ-

ent (from F0219). For George’s 100% fat-free miniature, remember that in Circe, neutral units 

are reborn as if orthodox, and according to their “color” at capture (e.g., White/Black captures 

a neutral Bishop at c6→nB reborn on c8/f1). 

Due to extenuating circumstances, Kevin Begley regrettably could not continue as Fairies 

Editor.  Until a  new editor is found, please submit fairy original to Mike Prcic. 



F0310 (Bartel) a) 1.Ka1 Gc3 2.Pb3+ Kxb3=, b) 1.Pe5+ Kf2 2.Pf3 Gxf3=, c) 1.Pe6 Kf6 2.Kh6 

Gxe6=, d) 1.Pd6 Kd5 2.Pf7 Kxf7= Difficult solving with these composite units and trans-

muting Ks (CCF) 

F0311 (Scaba) Intention: 1.Nxh3[Rh1] Nxc6[Pc7] 2.Kf5 Bxb3[Bc8] 3.Kf4 Nxe6[Pe7] 4.Ke3 

Kxg3[Rh8] 5.Kd2 Rxh3[Ng8] 6.Kc1 Rxd6[Pd7] 7.Kxb2 Bxf6[Pf7] 8.Ka3 Rxh6[Ph7]= 

Cooked by CCF and RT, shortest is 1.Bxc2 Bxg3[Rh8] 2.Be4 Nxe4[Bc8] 3.Nd3 Nf5 4.Ne5 

Rxh8 5.Nf7 Bxd6[Pd7] 6.Nd8 Nc5 7.Kf7 R3xh6[Ph7]= (RT) 

F0312 (Biciushas) 1.c8R! Bh6 2.Bf2+ Kg5 3.Bg1 Ra8 4.Ba7 Bf8+ 5.c5 Bc5+ 6.Ka5 Bg1 

7.Rb8 Bxa7 8.Rb5+ Bc5# Good Maxi tactics throughout setting up R/B battery. Fine 

problem (CCF) 

F0313 (Smotrov) [forced bK moves omitted] 1.Rc6+ 2.Rcc8+ 3.NRf4+ 4.NRd3+ 5.Bc5+ 

6.Rab8+ 7.Rb6+ 8.Rbc6+ 9.Bd6+ 10.Bb8+ 11.Bxh2+ 12.Bb8+ 13.Bd6+ 14.Bc5+ 15.Rb6+ 

16.Rbb8+ 17.Ra8+ 18.Bd6+ 19.NRf4+ 20.NRd8+ 21.Rc6+ 22.Rc2+ 23.Rb2+ Qxb2#  A very 

nice and difficult problem. The point is 8.Rbc6+! (RT), Complex battery play to allow 

Bd6 to capture Rh2 and then revert back to the original position allowing Rb2+ 
Qxb2#.  Very difficult (CCF) 

F0314 (Bales) 1.c1R 3.Ra3 4.Rxa2 6.Kd1 7.Rd2+ Bd3# Use made of B/R battery, not N/R 

battery as one might first think (CCF), Simple course to enjoyable mate (JM) 

F0315 (Novomesky) I. 1.Gg8 2.Gg6 3.Kg4 4.Gf5 5.Kh4 6.Ge4 7.Gh1 8.Gf3 9.Gf2 10.Gf1 

11.Gh2 12.Gh5 13.Gh3 g3#, II. 1.Gh6 2.Gh4 3.Gf2 4.Gh2 5.Gf4 6.Ge5 7.Gh8 8.Gf6 9.Gf7 

10.Gf8 11.Gh7 12.Gh4 13.Gh6 g4#  G maneuvers to get G's on f-file.  Very credible to 

get 2 solutions of the same length (CCF) 

F0316 (Novomesky) 1.Rf8 2.Bh8 6.Ke5 7.Qd5 8.Rf3 9.Bf5 12.Kg7 13.Qg8 14.Bh7 15.Rf7 

h6#  Good shielding effects but need to set up mating nest and mating move obvious 

(could not be hxg6 as there are too few units) (CCF), So much to recommend in this 

problem! (MD), Interesting to see that the need to shield wK almost alone defines the 

order of moves (IT), Unique move order ingeniously contrived (JM) 

F0317 (Barsukov) 1.Be8 2.Bg6 3.Kh6 4.Kh5 5.Bf5 6.Kg4 7.Kf4 8.Bxe4 9.Bf3 Rxf2= Stale-

mating square not immediately obvious so nice shielding sequence to get bK to f4 
(CCF), The shielding of bK serves as main motive (IT), Not easy; the temptation to 

promote bPf2 must be resisted (JM) 

F0318 (Érsek) 1.d5 2.dxc4 4.c2 5.cxd1B 8.Kc2 10.Be2 Nf4= I liked the final stalemating 

position with the pinned bB and locked-in bB (CCF), Neat sequence, but mating 

square fairly obvious (JM) 

F0319 (Green) 1.Kf1 2.e1Q 3.Qxe3 4.Qg1 7.e1B 9.Bh2 10.g3 13.exd2 14.d1R 16.Rg2 18.d1N 

20.Nh1 21.f2 Nd4= I thought it was a printing mistake.  A tough nut to crack! (RT), Well 

thought-out AUW promotion sequence (CCF), Interesting stalemate position (DD), 

The striking feature here is the incarceration without pins of all 4 promoted pieces.  
Has this "incarcerated AUW" been done before? (JM) 

F0320 (Sphicas) 1.d1Q 2.Qxg4 3.Qg1 4.Rg3 7.e1Q 9.Qeh1 13.e1Q 15.Qeg2 16.f3 20.d1Q 

21.Qxa4 22.Qb4 26.a1Q 27.Qah8 28.Q8h2 29.Bh3 30.g4 Bxb4= Five promotions to bQ 

which may well be a record (CCF), Ingenious task achievement of 5 bQ promotions in 

ser.h=, but U. Heinonen has shown 6 (JM) 

F0321 (Dugas) I. 1.Qg8 2.d8B 3.Bf6 6.Bxd4 5.Bxb6 6.Ba7 7.b6 8.bxc7 9.cxb8B 11.Ka8 

12.Qd5 Qxd5#, II. 1.Qxh4 2.Qxh3 3.Qxd3 8.h8B 9.Bxd4 10.Bg1 11.Ra1 12.Qf3 Qxf3# An-

other good series problem from Gene Dugas incorporating 2 solutions in the same 
matrix.  The 2nd solution was not easy to find (CCF) 

F0322 (Sphicas) Stipulation Error: ser.s=32, not ser.s#32 1.d8Q 2.Qxd3 3.Qg3 8.d8Q 

9.Qdxc7 10.Qa7 11.Qgb8 12.c7 13.Rb6 16.f8Q 18.Qfa8 23.f8Q 25.Qfb7 26.c6 31.g8Q 

32.Qg2+ Kxg2=   Again, U. Heinonen has raised the record to 6 wQ promotions in ser. 

s= (JM) George notes that 5 Q promotions have been done before with this stipulation, but in 

a heavier setting: G. P. Sphicas, 1st Prize, feenschach 1991, ser. s=35 (12+9): 

1Bk1nn2/2P2P2/1P3p2/KN3P1b/R4p1r/4NP1q/3rPP2/8. 1.Nc2 6.exf8Q 7.Qfa1 8.f8Q 9.Qxf6 

10.Qc3 13.f8Q 14.Qxf4 15.Qfxd2 20.f8Q 22.Qfa8 23.f4 24.Kb4 26.Rb7 27.Qa7 28.Q1a6 

29.Ka4 30.Qda5 31.Nb4 35.fxe8Q+ Bxe8=  (Continued on page115) 
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SG16 (October-December) Solutions - FAIRIES 

 

Comments from: Matthew Dickey (MD), Danny Dunn (DD), C.C.Frankiss (CCF), Valery 

Krivenko (VK), Jeremy Morse (JM), Radovan Tomašević ( R T ) ,  I s r a e l  T z u r  ( I T )  

 

The following solutions were inadvertently omitted from SG17: 

 

F0294 (Markevitch) 1.Ka4 Ke1 2.Bb3 Kf2 3.Bc2 Ke3 4.Bb1 Kd4 5.c2 Kc3 6.d4+ Kb2= =, 

Attractive sequence (CCF), Interesting mutual hiding maneuvers (IT) 

F0295 (Zgerski) I. 1.Nd6 2.Nc8 3.Nxa7 4.Nc8 5.Nd6 6.Ne4 7.Nf2#, II. 1.Nc5 2.Nd7 3.Nxb8 

4.Nd7 5.Nc5 6.Ne4 7.Ng3# Interesting wN routes which are fairly symmetrical (CCF), 

Very pretty! (LV), Switchback wN moves and mates after the elimination of bQ and bB 

(EP) 

F0296 (Spinelli) 1.Qe6 2.Qe1 3.Qh1 6.Kg1 7.f1N Qe1= Neat puzzle (JM), Among the best 

of this issue! (LV), Very simple solution (VK) 

F0297 (Sphicas/Neumeier) Intention: 1.exd1N 2.Ne3 3.d1N 4.Be1 6.c2 7.b1N 8.Nd2 9.c1N 

10.Nd3 11.Ke2 12.Nf2 13.g1N Nxe3= Cooked by Dan Meinking (1.Kg1 2.exf1R 5.Be1 6.f2 

9.c1Q 10.Qc7 11.Qxh2 12.Qh1 13.h2 Rxb2=) and several other solvers. The authors offer 

F0297(v) as a correction: Move wK→b8, wBb5→a6, ser.h=13. Same solution. 

F0298 (Prcic) I. 1.Cc7(=R) Cg6(=B) 2.Kc8 Ce8(=R)#, II. 1.Ka8 Cc8(=B) 2.Cb8(=R) 

Ca6(=R)# Attractive problem (CCF) 

 

Solutions from SG16: 

 

F0299 (Pachl) 1.Ed5[A]? (2.Be5[B]#), 1...Ec4[x] 2.Bg6[C]#, 1...Nf6[y] 2.Nd4[D]#, 

1...Qxf4[z] 2.Nxg7[E]#, 1...Ed1!; 1.Be5[B]! (2.[C]), 1...[x] 2.[D]#, 1...[y] 2.[E]#, 1...[z] 

2.[A]#, (1...Qxg5, Qh5, 2.dxe4#) 

F0300 (Salai) 1.Re3? b5! (2.Rb1?), 1.Rc3? Kb1!; 1.Rb3? Nb~!, 1.Rf3? R~!, 1.Rg3? Bb8! 

(2.Nf1?), 1.Ra3? Nb4!, 1.Rxh4? gxh4!; 1.Rd3! (zz), 1...h3/g3/b5/R~/Bb8 2.Bf1/Nf1/Rb1/ 

Bf1/Nf1# 

F0301 (Harris) a) 1.f8N N~ 2.~xN= b) 1.f8C C~ 2.~xC= A trivial grab idea. (RM) Simple grabs 

but twinning is good (CCF) 
F0302 (Frantzov) I. 1.NRh2 Qd5 2.Kh3 Qf3#, II. 1.NRh6 NRd5 2.Kh5 NRf6# Alternative 

white NR/Q and Q/NR batteries with double check.  Ingeniously done (CCF) 

F0303 (Ganapathi) a) 1.bxc5[Bc1] Rb7 2.Kd6 Bf4#, b) 1.axb3[Rh1] Ra1 2.Kb6 Ra6# Excel-

lent use of transmuting Ks and Circe with tiny force.  Well done (CCF) 

F0304 (Werner) I. 1.Ka8 d8R 2.Ka1 h8B#, II. 1.Kb6 d8Q 2.Kg6 h8N# Two solutions instead 

of Kobayashi´s twin...However, there is an identical anticipation by Zdenek Oliva, Problem-

kiste, 1995. Fine Miniature with split AUW (CCF), Beautiful mates make full use of the 

transmuting concept (MD) 

F0305 (Kotesovec) Stipulation Error: 3 solutions, not just 1. I. 1.Bb7 fxe3 2.Re4 NRg1# 

(B/NR battery), II. 1.Ra5 Bb5 2.NRxf7 Rb7# (NR/R battery), III. 1.Rb2 NRd1 2.Rb6 Bb5# 

(R/B battery). Three Mars Circe battery mates.  Difficult to find (CCF), Very nice and 

very difficult (VK) 

F0306 (Begley) a) 1.Bxe4 Ne7[+wGc5] 2.Bc2 Nc6 3.Bxa4 Nxe5[+wGc3]#, b) 1.Ke7 Gc6 

2.Kf8 Gc7 3.Bxc6 Ng6[+wGe7]# Difficult logic and fine problem (CCF) 

F0307 (Zujev) I. 1.fxg1N[Ra1] Kxg1[Nb8] 2.Nc6 Ra7 3.Nd8 Re7#, II. 1.fxg1R[Ra1]+ 

Kxg1[Rh8] 2.Rh7 Ne5 3.Re7 Ra8# Good play, but not too difficult to see solution (CCF), 

Underpromotions and Circe effects lead to pure mates (MD), Miniature with nice use 

of the Circe condition (IT) 

F0308 (Grigoryan) a) 1.Kg5 Bg8! 2.Kg6 Kxg3 3.h4+ Kf4 4.Kh5 Bf7, b) 1.Kg5 Kxg3 2.Kf6 

Kxg4 3.Kg7 Kh5 4.Kh8 Kxh6= Good twinning (CCF) 

F0309 (Novomesky) I. 1.Wc5 Ne7 2.Wc4 Ge8 3.Ke5 Gc6 4.Ke4 Ke6 5.Wd4 Nd5#, II. 1.Ke5 

Ke7 2.Ke4 Ge5 3.Wd6 Gc7 4.Wd5 e3 5.Ke5 Nd6# Chameleon mates well executed (CCF) 
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw)wdpdw]
[wdKHN)wd]
[dwdwiwdw]
w--------w

C0015 Robert Bales

Broadview, IL

ser.h#14          C- (5+2)

w________w
[wdNdwdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[Niwdwdwd]
[dPdBdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

C0016 Dan Meinking

Cincinnati, OH

ser.h#24        C- (6+1)

w________w
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w!pdrdRd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdPdwh]
[dwdwdpgw]
[wdNHw)wG]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

C0017 Tibor Érsek

Hungary

ser.h=7  b) Pc6→c4   (9+6)

w________w
[RdwdwdwG]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdw0w)wd]
[dpdK)wdw]
[wHPdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
[Pdw0wdwd]
[indwdwdR]
w--------w

C0018 Boško Milošeski

Macedonia

ser.h=7   2 solutions    (9+7)

w________w
[wiwdKdwd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
[wdwdBdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdP0wd]
[dwdwdrdw]
w--------w

C0019 Dan Meinking

Cincinnati, OH

ser.h=8   b) wRa5      (5+4)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw)wdwHK]
[w$pdwiwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdp0w0w0]
[dwdwGwdw]
w--------w

C0020 Joost de Heer

Holland

ser.h=14         C- (5+6)

w________w
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[GwdwdwdQ]
[Khwdw0w0]
[$pdn0wdp]
[pdwdpdpH]
[dwdbiwgN]
w--------w

C0021 Michel Caillaud

France

ser.h=15         C- (8+13)

w________w
[wdQdwdwd]
[)w0N0wdw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wiwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)w0p0wd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0022 Gianni Donati

Princeton, NJ

ser.h=22      C- (6+6)

w________w
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdwdw)p]
[wdwHwdw0]
[dwdw)RdP]
[wdndPdQ0]
[dBdwdwhN]
w--------w

Q0080 Rauf Aliovsadzade

Lincoln, NE

=2*                           (10+6) 

w________w
[Ndbdwdwd]
[)kdwdwdw]
[wdwdRdwd]
[dK)pGwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

Q0081 Eugene A. Dugas

North Windham, ME

=3                               (7+4)

w________w
[wdwdwdw4]
[)P)P)P)P]
[kHw4NdBd]
[dRdndwhR]
[Kdwdpdwd]
[dwdpdbdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdq]
w--------w

Q0082 David Zimbeck

Columbus, OH

=17             C- (14+10)

w________w
[wdbdwdwd]
[1whwiwdw]
[wdw$wdw!]
[dwdrdw0p]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dKdw0wdw]
[Bdndpdwd]
[dwdwgwdw]
w--------w

Q0083 George P. Sphicas

New York, NY

s=84            C- (4+12)    

b) Remove all Pawns, s=70
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SERIES-MOVERS and STALEMATES 

 

Editor: Mike Neumeier,  Judges: Series-movers  Jeremy Morse, Stalemates Jeremy Morse 

 

This section includes only ser.#/=, ser.s#/=, ser.h#/=, =, s= and h=.  Problems with fairy 
units or conditions and non-series problems combining # and = should be sent to Fairies.  

 

 Greetings to Gianni Donati, Alex Ettinger, Michael Grushko, Eric Huber, Boško 
Milošeski, Efren Petite, and Luigi Vitale  A big thank you to the multitude who responded to 

our first edition of S&S.  Our second appearance in SG is a culling of your responses along 

with a few carryovers from earlier editors.  What joy I feel in showcasing the many fine works 
wrought! 

 Sprinkled about are a number of untested works that have stood up well in my kitchen.  

Dear solvers, give these your best shot.  Are there any broilers, scavengers, bouncers or sleuths 
among you?  Surely.  Cast out science and ride with intuition.  For the cook there is still terrain 

unscathed by the supercomputer. 

 We bring you a small crop of directs in Q0080, Q0081 and Q0082.  Eugene remarks that 

the Q0081's idea has not been seen before in this form.   The longer direct is David's bid for the 

task books. George's C0011 and Q0083 are record attempts, too, aiming high as always.  Mi-

chel's C0021 is a beautiful rendering of a task we saw reworked in a previous issue of 
StrateGems; the white units, all bordering, allow splendid interworkings.  And, there is no 

question as to minimality in Michel's Q0088! 

 Former Fairies editor, Gianni, returns with flair, combining with Dan on two occasions.  
Dan has two entries of his own, breaking more new ground. He also teams with Joost, while 

Joost himself offers one he dubs "Pendulum" (Q0093). Joost's other (C0020) poses as a possi-

ble minimal white-force problem for its capture-free theme. 
 In these, and the rest, we see artists stretching their imaginations to the limit.  Let me stop 

short... Observe!   

w________w
[wiBIwdwd]
[dw0wdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[$wdw0pdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[4wdwdwdr]
w--------w

C0009 György Bakcsi 

& Laszlo Zoltán, Hungary

ser.=8   b) Kd8Kb8  (3+9)

w________w
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdwdkdK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdwdw1wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwdwdr]
w--------w

C0010 Dan Meinking

Cincinnati, OH

ser.s#23         C- (4+3)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[4PIw)w)r]
[Pdwhw0wd]
[dPdwdPGw]
[qdkdw0Pd]
[dp0wdwdb]
[wdwdPdwg]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0011 George P. Sphicas

New York, NY

ser.s=22       C- (10+11)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwiwd]
[dwdwHPdw]
[wdwdPdw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0012 Albert Grigoryan

Armenia

ser.h#5                        (5+2)

b) Pb4→g3, ser.h=5

w________w
[wdndwdwd]
[dpdn0wdp]
[w0r4wdwd]
[dqdpdwiw]
[bdwdpdwd]
[dw0wIw)w]
[wdwdpdw)]
[dwdwgwdw]
w--------w

C0013 Efren Petite

Spain

ser.h#9         C- (3+16)

w________w
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdpdwdw]
[w0whwdwd]
[1BdPdpdw]
[p0w)Pdwd]
[dpdwdw0w]
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwiw]
w--------w

C0014 Tibor Érsek

Hungary

ser.h#10                  (6+10)
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Comments from Andrzej Baniak (AB), Matthew Dickey (MD), Danny Dunn (DD), C.C. 

Frankiss (CCF), Valery Krivenko (VK), Jeremy Morse (JM), Radovan Tomasevic (RT), Israel 
Tzur (IT) 

 
Q0061 (Aliovsadzade) a) 1.Qb2! (zz), 1…Kc6/Kc4/Ke6/Ke4 2.Nf6/Nf4/Qb7/Qb3=, b) 1.Qf2! 

(zz), 1…Kc6/Kc4/Ke6/Ke4 2.Qf7/Qf3/Nf6/Nf4= 

Ideal Rukhlis (composer), perhaps for the first time in stalemate dress. Good twinning and 
play (CCF), A doubled star flight theme (MD), Not only nice changes between phases, 
but the mates are given in reverse order (IT), Star-flight twins with 6 different mates 
(JM) 
Q0062 (Barth) a) 1.Bxc5[A] (2.Bxb6=), 1...bxc5[x] 2.Qxc5[B]=, 1...b5 2.Bb4=, 1...bxa5!; 

1.Qxc5[B]! (2.Qxb6=), 1...bxc5[x] 2.Bxc5[A]=, 1...b5/bxa5 2.Qb4/Qxa5=; b) 1.Ndxc5[C]? 
(zz), 1...bxc5[x] 2.Nxc5[D]=, 1...bxa5 2.Na4=, 1...b5!; 1.Nexc5[D]! (zz), 1...bxc5[x] 2.Nxc5 

[C]=, 1...b5/bxa5 2.Nb4/Na4= Two Salazar systems; additional changing stalemates after 1...b5 

& 1...bxa5." (composer). Another fine 'transfer' from the directmate realm. Interesting 
change of stalemate depending on whether wQ or wN makes first capture (CCF), Nice 
and interesting (IT) 
Q0063 (Holladay) a) 1.Rf5! Kxg3 2.Bf3 K~ 3.Rh5+ Kg3 4.Ke3= (1.Rh1? Kf4 2.Rh5 Kxg3  

3.Bf3 Kf4 4.Kf2=, 1...Kg5!); b) 1.Bh4! Kh5 2.Rf6 Kg4 3.Nf4 Kxh4 4.Rg6= (1.Rf6? Kxg3  
2.Nf4 Kh2 3.Rg6 Kh1 4.Rg2=, 1...Kg4!) Ironically, the g3-occupant is offered in each part.  

Try-play and letter "J" shape round out this pleasant miniature. Sacrifices in both lines which 
are surprising with small white force (CCF) 
Q0064 (Zinovyev) a) 1.e3! Ka8 2.e4 Kb8 3.e5 Ka8 4.e6 Kb8 5.e7 Ka8 6.e8N Kb8 7.Nc7=; b) 

1.g4 Ka8 2.g5 Kb8 3.g6 Ka8 4.g7 Kb8 5.g8B Ka8 6.Bd5 Kb8 7.Bxb7= P-temporizing and 

distinct promotions, though seemingly with a lot of 'filler' moves. Different Excelsiors lead 
to different underpromotions (JM) 
Q0065 (Zinovyev) 1.Ra1+ Kxa1 2.Kxb3 Bb8 3.h4 Ba7 4.h5 Bb8 5.h6 Ba7 6.h7 Bb8 7.h8R 

Ba7 8.Ra8= (pin-model) Phoenix theme in which the sacrificed R reappears to halt the pendu-

lar B motion. Pin rather than capture necessary--but too many unnecessary moves--
promotion whilst black piece oscillates is not very interesting (same comment applies 
to previous problem) (CCF), Poor show (AB), Simple but piquant (JM) 
Q0066 (Paradzinskiy) 1.a8Q+ Kb3 2.Qc6 Ka3 3.Qc2 b3 4.Qc5+ Ka4 5.Kb1 b2 6.Qb6 Ka3 
7.Qb3+ Kxb3= A straightforward idea, but cleanly shown. Our resident KQ/kp expert, Noam 

Elkies, notes that White's 4th move appears to be a novelty. Neat exercise in white control 
(CCF), Beautiful! (VK), Variant of well-worked matrix, as shown in SG13 article by 
Elkies (JM) 
Q0067 (Sphicas) 1.a8Q+ Kb6 2.b8Q+ Kc5 3.c8Q+ Kd4  4.d8Q+ Ke3 5.Qe4+! Kxe4 6.e8Q+ 
Kf3 7.f8Q+ Kg2 8.g8Q+ Kxh1 9.Qb7+!  Kh2 10.Qg3+ Kxg3 11.Qf4+  Kxf4 12.Qe5+ Kxe5 

13.h8Q+ Kf4 14.Qe5+ Kxe5 15.Qd6+ Kxd6 16.Qc5+ Kxc5 17.Qb6+ Kxb6= Breaking new 

stalemate ground: eight promotions to Queen!  Eight  promotions to wQ in course of play 
with captures by bK of all 8 (CCF), Classic 8 wQ promotions task; has it been done 
before in s=? (JM) Compare to diagram A, which shows the task in mate form (Solution: 

1.b8Q+ Nxb8 2.axb8Q+ Kc6 3.Qc8+ Kd5 4.Qxd6+ Kxd6 5.d8Q+ Ke5 6.Qxe6+ Kxe6 7.e8Q+ 

Kf5 8.Qxf6+ Kxf6 9.f8Q+ Kg5 10.g8Q+ Kxh4 11.h8Q+ Nh5 12.Qxd4+ Nf4 13.Qg3+ Bxg3# 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[)P)P)P)P]
[pin0p0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdp4wdw$]
[dNdwdwhw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dw4wgwdw]
w--------w

(A) Tibor Szabó

Tisza-Album 1993

s#13               (11+11)  

w________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIwdw0]
[dw0wdwdw]
[w0pdp0w)]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

(B) Tivador Kardos

Christmas Card 1957

h=9                    (2+9)

w________w
[wdwdwdw4]
[dwHwdw4w]
[wdwdwdw1]
[Hwdbdw0w]
[w0wdw)wd]
[gPdKhwdw]
[wip0p0p0]
[dwdwdndw]
w--------w

(C) T. Kardos, 2nd Prize

Probleemblad 1959

h=8                  (5+16)
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w________w
[wdkdwdwd]
[Iwdw)wdw]
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdqdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Q0084 Eric Huber

Romania

h=1½   b) bQd3→f2    (3+2)

2 solutions each

w________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Hwdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw$w]
w--------w

Q0085 Albert Grigoryan

Armenia

h=3    2 solutions        (3+2)

w________w
[wdwGwdwd]
[dwdwhw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwHkdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Q0086 Valerij Smirnov  

Russia

h=4  b) bPg7→g6      (3+3)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
[pdbdwdQ0]
[dwdwiPdw]
[whpgrdPd]
[dwdwdw)w]
[pdwdRdwd]
[GwdRdwdw]
w--------w

Q0087 Tibor Érsek, Hungary

in memoriam Gábor Cseh

h=4   b) wPg3→f3       (8+9)

w________w
[wdwdw$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwHwdndp]
[p0p0r0p0]
[gNdbdkhR]
w--------w

Q0088 Michel Caillaud

France

h=4                           (7+14)

w________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dPdwdpdw]
[wdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dp0wdwdw]
[wGwdw0w0]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Q0089 Alex Ettinger

& Michael Grushko, Israel

h=5             C- (3+7)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdp4n]
[wdKdp)p4]
[dwdwdR1k]
w--------w

Q0090 Gianni Donati

& Dan Meinking, USA

h=5½                        (3+10)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dw0Pdwdw]
[wdPdw0w0]
[dwdwdkgK]
w--------w

Q0091 Joost De Heer 

& Dan Meinking, Holland/USA

h=6                             (3+6)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0w0w]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdrdwi]
[dwhw0w0w]
[wdwdPdPd]
[dwdwIBdw]
w--------w

Q0092 Michael Grushko

Israel

h=6                             (4+9)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwhwiwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[0ndwIwdp]
[R0wdw0w)]
[)PdwdP0w]
[wdwdb4Pd]
[dwdwdwgr]
w--------w

Q0093 Joost de Heer

Holland

h=6½          C- (8+12)

w________w
[wdwdwdbI]
[dwdwdwdn]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[pdwdpdwd]
[0wdw)wdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Q0094 Luigi Vitale

Italy

h=7                             (3+6)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[p0pdwdwd]
[0bdwdwdw]
[q4pdwdwd]
[iwIwdwdw]
w--------w

Q0095 Gianni Donati

& Dan Meinking, USA

h=7                            (1+9)
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w________w
[wdwdwiw4]
[0pdp0wdB]
[wgn4w0ph]
[dw0wdqdp]
[wdwdQdP)]
[$w)wdPdN]
[P)w)Pdwd]
[$NIwdwdw]
w--------w

P0099 Dan Meinking

Cincinnati, OH

PG in 20.0 moves  (15+15)

w________w
[wdwiwdwd]
[dp1whw0w]
[w0pdwdwd]
[)wdpdw4w]
[wdwhw0w4]
[gw)wdPdp]
[w0w)w)P)]
[$wGwIwdR]
w--------w

P0100 Gianni Donati

Princeton, NJ

PG in 23.0 moves    (11+15)

w________w
[rhb1kgn4]
[0p0N0p0p]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[P)P)n)P)]
[$NGQIBHR]
w--------w

P0101 Kevin Begley 

& Dan Meinking, USA

dedicated to Kostas Prentos

PG in 8.0 moves     (16+16)

b) Pc2→c3 (3 wNs, 3 bNs) 

Equipollent Circe
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RETROS and PROOF GAMES 
 

Editor:  Ryan McCracken,  Judges:  Retros  Nikita Plaksin,  Proof Games: 

to be announced 

 
 George’s R0092 starts the retros off with a bang.  The “consequent” stipulation means that 

each position before white moves must be legal.  Andrew’s R0093 is quite subtle, showing a 

DR theme of unusual depth.  R0094 uses the Circe-Parrain condition, in which captured 
pieces are reborn based on the next move of their side.  The rebirth square is the same distance 

and direction from the capture square as the move of the other piece.  If the rebirth square is off 

the board or occupied, the captured unit vanishes. If a Pawn is re-born on its promotion rank, it 

promotes as part of the rebirth. 

 P0096 and P0098 share a similar theme, as you might guess from the diagrams.  Gianni 

achieves a pure form of a recently popular theme in P0100.  And finally, P0101 employs 
Equipollents Circe, which is like Circe-Parrain, except the piece is immediately reborn 

based on the move of the piece that captures it.   

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw)w)Pdp]
[Pdkdw)p)]
[dp)wdwdw]
[w0wdpdwd]
[hp0wdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdB]
w--------w

R0092 George P. Sphicas

New York, NY

ser.s#27 consequent (9+10)

w________w
[Bgwiwgwd]
[gK0w0w0w]
[w0PdPdPd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdPd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

R0093 Andrew Buchanan

Los Angeles, CA

White to move. 3 bBs   (8+9)

Last move? Dead Reckoning

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdndwd]
[dwhBdwdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdWIQ)N]
w--------w

R0094 Kevin Begley

Elk Grove, CA

#1  Circe-Parrain        (5+3)

w________w
[wGwdkgnd]
[dp0wdpdw]
[wdw0pdw4]
[dwdwdb0R]
[w)wdPdw4]
[dwdwdw)R]
[wdP)w)P1]
[dNdwIBHQ]
w--------w

P0096 Dan Meinking

Cincinnati, OH

PG in 15.0 moves   (15+13)

w________w
[whwdkdnd]
[dwdw0pdR]
[p0pdwdp0]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdP)wdwd]
[)PHw)w)P]
[wdwIN4wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

P0097 Kostas Prentos

Greece

PG in 17.0 moves  (11+12)

w________w
[rdw1w4kd]
[0p0w0pdN]
[BdwdRdwg]
[!Rdpdwhp]
[wdwdPdpd]
[dw)KdNdP]
[w)whw)w)]
[dwGwdwdw]
w--------w

P0098 Mark Kirtley

Alpine, TX

PG in 18.0 moves  (14+15)

Q0068 (McCracken/Meinking) 1.Ba6 Bb5 2.Nd6 Ba4 3.Rb6 Rb5+ 4.Kc6 Rd5+ 5.Nb5 Ke4= 

Bi-color Bristols converging on b5, with the bN sealing the slipknot. A really nice problem, 
but probably unneeded Na8 makes the solution easier (RT), Na8 is needed to stop 
cooks like 1.Rd2 Kxd2 2.Ke4 Rxb7 3.Kf3 Rxc7 4.Kf2 Bxe2 5.Ng7 Rxg7= (RM), Good 
mid-board stalemating position; not difficult to see (CCF) 
Q0069 (Prentos/Meinking) 1...Ba6! 2.Bb5 Kc2! 3.Bf1 Be2 4.fxe2 Rf8! 5.Rf7 Kd2 6.Rf2 Rf3  
7.exf3 Ke1= The wB/wR make room for their counterparts to usher the h7R to f2 pronto! Well 
engineered double Turton but again final position not too hard to see (CCF), Nicely 
constructed (DD) 
 
 (continued on page 115) 

SG16 (October-December 2001) Solutions - RETROS & PGs

Comments from: C.C. Frankiss (CCF), Radovan Tomasevic (RT)

R0084 (Volet/Wassong) Retract: 1...Rb3-b4 2.Bb4-a3 Ra3-b3 3.Pf3-f4 Ra2-a3 4.Ba3-b4 R~ 5.Rb3-

b5 R~ 6.Bb4-a3 R~ 7.Ra3-b3 R~ 8.Rb5-a5 R~ 9.Pa5-a6 ~ 10.Ra2-a3 ~ 11.Ba3-b4 ~ 12.Rb3-b5

Pa7xRb6 13.Bb4-a3 Qb5-a6 14.Ba3-b4 Qb4-b5 15.Ra6-b6 Qb5-b4 16.Qb6-c6 Qb4-b5 17.Bc6-a4

Qa4-b4 18.Rb5-b3 Qb3-a4 19.Bb4-a3 Qa4-b3 20.Ra3-a2 Qb3-a4 21.Ra4-a3 Ra3-a1 22.Pf2-f3 Qa2-

b3 23.Ph5-h6 Rb3-a3 24.Ra3-a4 Qa1-a2 25.Ra2-a3 Ra3-b3 26.Ph4-h5 Ra4-a3 27.Ra3-a2 Qa2-a1

28.Ph3-h4 Qb3-a2 29.Ra1-a2 Qa2-b3 30.Ba3-b4 Rb4-a4 31.Pa4-a5 Rb3-b4 32.Ra5-b5 Rb5-b3

33.Bb4-a3 Qb3-a2 34.Pa2-a4 Qa4-b3 35.Ba3-b4 Rb4-b5 36.Rb5-a5 Rb3-b4 37.Qa5-b6 Rb4-b3

38.Rb6-b5 Rb3-b4 39.Bb4-a3 Qb5-a4 40.Qa3-a5 Qa5-b5 41.Ba4-c6 Qb5-a5 42.Rc6-b6 Qb6-b5

43.Ba5-b4 Rb4-b3 44.Ph2-h3 Kb5-c4 45.Bb3-a4+ Rg4-b4 etc. In my opinion the problem of this

issue! (RT)

R0085 (Le Gleuher) Diagram Error: bBb3, not bPb3. Please refer to the corrected diagram in

SG17. Solution will appear in SG19.

R0086 (Le Gleuher) Diagram Error: Move bKc2→d1. Please refer to the corrected diagram in

SG17. Solution will appear in SG19.

R0087 (Le Gleuher) The last 50.5 moves were: n-50.h7h8R Ne7f5 n-49.Rh8h2 Rg7h7 n-48.Bg2h3

Rg8h8 n-47.Rh2g2+ Kg1h1 n-46.Ka1b1 Bf2g1 n-45.Rg2f2 Bf1g2 n-44.Rf2f1 Kh1h2 n-43.Be1f2

Bg2h1 n-42.Rf1c1 Qg6h6 n-41.Bf2e1 Bg1f2 n-40.Bh3f1 Kh2g1 n-39.Kb1a1 Qh6h2 n-38.Bf1h3

Qh2g2 n-37.Ka1b1 Qg2f1 n-36.Bh3g2 Rh7h2 n-35.Bg2h3 Rh2g2 n-34.Kb1a1 Kg1h2 n-33.Rc1b1

Bf2g1 n-32.Be1f2 Qf1c1 n-31.Bf2e1 Rg2f2 n-30.Bh3g2 Rf2f1 n-29.Be1f2 Rf1d1 n-28.Bg2f1 Bh1g2

n-27.Bf2e1 Kh2h1 n-26.Be1f2 Rh8h2 n-25.Bf2e1 Bg2h3 n-24.Be1f2 Rh2g2 n-23.Bf2e1 Rg2f2 n-

22.Bf1g2+ Kh1h2 n-21.Bg2h1 Bh3f1 n-20.Bh1g2 Nf5h4 n-19.Bg2h1 Rf2g2 n-18.Be1f2 Kh2h3 n-

17.Bf2e1 Bg1h2 n-16.Be1f2 Rg2g1 n-15.Bf2e1 Nh4g2 n-14.Be1f2 Sg2e1 n-13.Bh1g2 Kh3h4 n-

12.Bg2h3 Rg1h1 n-11.Bf2g1 Bf1g2 n-10.Bg1f2 Rh1f1 n-9.Bf2g1 Bg2h1 n-8.Bg1f2 Ne1g2 n-

7.Bf2e1 Rf1g1 n-6.Be1f2 Rd1f1 n-5.Bf2e1 Qc1d1 n-4.Be1f2 Ng2e1 n-3.Rb1c1 Bh1g2 n-2.Rc1b1

Rg1h1 n-1.Bf2g1 Qd1c1 n.Bg1f2. The intent is that 1...Nxc2# is not possible due to the 50-move

rule (draw), but Radovan Tomasevic points out that per FIDE rules, White surrendered the right to

claim a draw by playing Bg1-f2, thus Black can deliver mate.

R0088 (Caillaud) 1.Kc8+ Rc6+ 2.Kb7! Rc5!!= The position is a forced draw. (But it's not a draw

yet (further forward play is needed) so this isn't a h= in only 2. Therefore, full credit to all retro/PG

solvers whether they attempt this or not -RM) Here is the trick : "=" in the stipulation is used for

draw as is usual in many publications [FIDE Albums and other] and not restricted here only to

stalemate. Last move was : -1.Rc6-a6! and the further retractions -1...Kc8-b7 -2.Bc7-d6+ must

eventually happen to unwind the position. Next moves will be 3.Kb6+ Rc6+ 4.Kb7, obtaining the

third repetition of position (once in the past, once in the present, once in the future!), and thus a draw

according to the game rules! The try 2.Ra6? doesn't work due to the possibility of 3...Kc5!, avoiding

a 3rd repetition.
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The full-length battery threat is commendable. The content is enhanced by the variation 

1…Re5, with interference and elements of logic. Altogether, an original idea characterized by 
excellent harmony of form and content. 1.b7? Bc7!; 1.Qa2! (2.e4+ Qxe4 3.Ne3+ Kd6 

4.Nxe4#), 1…Re5 2.b7 Ne8 3.b8Q, 1…e6 2.Bf6 (3.Ne3 Kd6 4.Ndc4#) e5 3.Na3+ Kd6 

4.Nb5#, 1…e5 2.Kd8 (3.Na3+ Kd6 4.Nb5#) e4 3.Na5+ Kd6 4.Nb7# 
 

2nd Place - Milan R. Vukcevich (USA) Three thematic variations with a cyclical shift of 

White's 2nd, 3rd, and 4th moves. For the Queen-mate to be achieved, the respective file and 
diagonal have to be cleared of three white and three black pieces. An original conception in 

which lines controlled by the bQ, bRb4 and bRc3 are opened in a cyclical fashion, providing 

for dual avoidance in White's play. In the initial position, black piece command is underlined 
by tries. An elegant position devoid of white Pawns. 1.Ne4+?, 1.Bxe3+?, 1.Rxe5+?; 1.Kh2! 

(2.Qg1#), 1…Qa1 2.Ne4[A]+ dxe4 3.Bxe3[B]+ dxe3 4.Re5[C]+ Nxe5 5.Qd8#, 1…Rb1 

2.Bxe3[B]+ dxe3 3.Re5[C]+ Nxe5 4.Ne4[A]+ dxe4 5.Qd8#, 1…Rc1 2.Re5[C]+ Nxe5 

3.Ne4[A]+ dxe4 4.Bxe3[B]+ dxe3 5.Qd8# 

 

3rd Place - Valentin Rudenko (Ukraine) Three variations, including the threat, with wR-
battery play and six thematic bifurcations. In the threat, White resorts to Novotny on his third 

move, bringing about mutual neutralization of bRf4 and bBg1. In the basic variations, the third 

moves demonstrate pseudo le Grand and the mating moves make use of line closure behind the 
bK. The additional variation is good. 1…Qe4, which ends in a battery play on the mating 

move. 1.Kd7! (2.Rc4+ Kxd5 3.Rd4+ Rxd4/Bxd4 4.Rc5/Bc4#), 1…e4 2.Nf7 (3.Rxc3+ Kxd5 

4.Bc4#) e3 3.Rc4+ Kxd5 4.R6c5#, 1…Qf2 2.Nd3 (3.Rc4+ Kxd5 4.Nxb4#) e4 3.Rxc3+ Kxd5 

4.Bc4#, (1…Qe4 2.Bd3 Qxf5+ 3.Nxf5+). 

 

4th Place - Yakov Vladimirov (Russia) Two thematic variations featuring the opening of 
lines prospectively controlled by the bQ along with simultaneous clearance of a line for the 

wR. The solution begins with a striking ambush key. The two variations have great integrity. 
The threat and the variation 1…Qe7 form a second play pattern, which is an important addition 

to the main content. 1.Rd8! (2.Rxf4+ exf4 3.Nxg5+ Kd5 4.Nb6#), 1…Bf5 2.Nf6+ (2.Nc5+?) 

Qxf6 3.Re3+ (3.Rxf4+?) Bxe3 4.f3# (Qxf3?), 1…Nf5 2.Nc5+ (2.Nf6+?) Qxc5 3.Rxf4+ 
(3.Re3+?) exf4 4.Nxg5# (Qxg5?), (1…Qe7 2.Re3+ Bxe3 3.f3+ Kd5 4.Nb6#, 1…Kd5 2.Nb6+ 

Ke4 3.Re3+/Rxf4+) 

W________w
[wdbdw4wd]
[dpGkdp0w]
[wdw)wdpd]
[dwdwdwdr]
[pdwHwdPg]
[dw0wdNhq]
[Kdwdw!pd]
[dwdw$Bhw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdnd]
[dwdwdr)w]
[wgPdwdwd]
[dpdwdP0P]
[n)p)k)wd]
[dwdwHwdp]
[wdwdBIbG]
[dwdRdNdw]
w--------w

5th Place

Alexandr Feoktistov

#5                       (13+10)

10th Place

Milan R. Vukcevich

#5                        (9+15)

5th Place - Alexandr Feoktistov (Russia) 

White opens lines so that he can make criti-
cal moves with his R and B. At the same 

time, crucial lines are also cleared for their 

black counterparts Rf7 and Bb6, which can 
be seen in the logical tries. An original in-

terpretation of the theme. An additional 

variation is good 1…Nb2. 1.Nd2+? Kxd4 
2.Nb1+ Ke4 3.Rd5? Bxe3+!, 1.Ng3+? Kxf4 

2.Nf1+ Ke4 3.Bd6? Rxf5+!; 1.c7! threat Rf6 

2.c8Q Nc5 3.Qa8+ Nb7 4.Qxb7+ Rc6 
5.Qxc6#), 1…Bxc7 2.Nd2+ Kxd4 3.Nb1+ 

Ke4 4.Rd5 ~/c3 5.Nd2/Bd3#, 1…Rxc7 

2.Ng3+ Kxf4 3.Nf1+ Ke4 4.Bd6 ~/Bxf1 
5.Ng3/Bf3#, (1…Nb2 2.Bf3+ Bxf3 3.Ng3+ 

Kxf4 4.Ne2+ Ke4 5.Nc3#, 1…Ne7 2.g8Q). 

10th Place - Milan R. Vukcevich (USA) The Nowotny key interferes with the thematic bRh5 

and bBh4. In response, Black resorts to an analogous interference on e2. Once one of the black 
pieces has been shut off, White clears the respective lines. 1.Ng5! (2.Bb5/Re7#), 1…N1e2 

2.Bxe2 Rg5 3.Qf6 gxf6 4.Bb5+ Rxb5 5.Re7#, 1…N3e2 2.Rxe2 Bxg5 3.Qf5+ gxf5 4.Re7+ 

Bxe7 5.Bb5# 

nNnNnNnN
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R0089 (Buchanan) The last move was -1...Kd8-c8 (reaching a live position: 1...Ke7 2.c8N#), 

preceded by -2.d6x~c7+ Ke7-d8 -3.d5-d6+.  Try: -1...Kb7-c8?? is still dead, as the alternative 
1.Ka8 also leads to stalemate. 

P0089 (Heinonen) a) 1.g3 a5 2.g4 Ra6 3.g5 Rd6 4.g6 Rxd2 5.gxh7 g6 6.Nxd2 Bg7 7.Ne4 Bf6 

8.Nxf6+ exf6 9.hxg8R+  b) 1.g4 g6 2.g5 h5 3.gxh6 a5 4.h7 Bh6 5.hxg8R Bxd2 6.Nxd2 Ra6 

7.Ne4 Rf6 8.Nxf6+ exf6 Very good change in play as a result of change in condition 
(CCF) 
P0090 (Heinonen) a) 1.b3 Na6 2.Bb2 Nc5 3.Bxg7 f6 4.g3 Kf7 5.Bh3 Qe8! 6.Bxd7 e6 7.Bh6 

Be7 8.Be3 Qf8  b) 1.g3 Na6 2.Bh3 Nc5 3.Bxd7 e6 4.b3 Bd6! 5.Bb2 Be7 6.Bxg7 f6 7.Bh6 Kf7 
8.Be3 Qf8  Different Black tempo moves. Same comment as above (CCF) 
 

The following solutions were inadvertently omitted from SG17: 

 

P0086 (Hashimoto) 1.Nc3 d5 2.Ne4 d4 3.Nf6+ gxf6 4.h4 Bg7 5.Rh3 Kf8 6.Re3 dxe3 7.dxe3 

Qe8 8.Qd8 a5 9.Bd2 Ra6 10.Rd1 Rc6 11.Bc1 Rc5 12.Rd7 c6 13.Rc7 h6 14.Qd1 Qd8 15.Nf3 
Ke8 16.Nd2 Bf8 17.Nb1  Black makes way to allow wQ to wait on d8 while wR moves to 
c7. Very good construction (CCF), To solve this you have to guess the Bristol maneu-
ver of the wQ (IT) 
P0087 (Caillaud) 1.e3 Na6 2.Ke2 Nc5 3.Kf3 Ne4 4.Kg4 Ng3 5.hxg3 Rb8! 6.Rh6 Ra8! 7.Rb6 

axb6 8.Nf3 Ra3 9.bxa3 h6 10.Bb2 Rh7! 11.Bf6 Rh8! 12.Bg5 hxg5 13.c3 Rh1 14.Nh2 Rg1! 
15.Qf3 Rh1! 16.Be2 Re1 17.Bd1 Re2! 18.Nf1 Re1! 4 tempo switchbacks at different locations.  

A ‘festival’ of Rook tempo moves throughout this excellent problem (CCF), Funny to 
see how the wKg4 paralyzes the black force (IT) 
P0088 (Prentos) 1.c4 h5 2.c5 Rh6 3.c6 dxc6 4.Qc2 Bh3 5.Qh7 Qd3 6.Qh8 Qh7 7.Kd1 Rg6 

8.Kc2 Rxg2+ 9.Kc3 Rxg1 10.Kd4 Rg4+ 11.Ke5 f6+ 12.Ke6 Kd8 13.Kf7 e6 14.a4 Ba3 15.Rg1 

Rb4 16.Rxg7 Bg4 17.Kf8 Rb3+ 18.Re7 Bxe7# The wK march motivates three Indians! Hard to 
solve. A short course on how to gain a tempo (DD) 
 

 

 
6.WCCT 1996-2000, MOREMOVERS 

Judge: Mikhail Marandjuk 
 

 The theme of the tourney was: A black line (actual, potential or prospective) is opened 

without harmful effect after the respective black line-piece has been neutralized, or the ground 
has been prepared for its neutralization. The manner of neutralization is free (shut-off by either 

side, pin, withdrawal, annihilation, etc.). 

W________w
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdNdwhb]
[wdw1wdwd]
[dPdw0w0w]
[P)wdkgBd]
[dwGpdRdN]
[w)w0w)wd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwIwdwd]
[dpdw0wdw]
[wGRHwdPd]
[)B$P0Pdw]
[w0wiw4wd]
[dw0wdw4w]
[wdP)pdqd]
[dwdwHwgw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[gw0w$Rdb]
[wdwHwdp0]
[1wdpdwiw]
[w4w0wdw0]
[dw4n0Bdw]
[wdwGwdwd]
[dwdQdwIw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdKdwdbd]
[dwdB0whp]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdr]
[P)Ndwdpd]
[dwGwdwdw]
[wdwHP)qg]
[!wdwhwdw]
w--------w

1st Place

Valentin Rudenko

#4 (11+10)

2nd Place

Milan R. Vukcevich

#5                        (7+14)

3rd Place

Valentin Rudenko

#4                       (13+11)

4th Place

Yakov Vladimirov

#4                         (12+9)

1st Place - Valentin Rudenko (Ukraine) Two variations with four thematic bifurcations. The 

mechanism used here involves three lines controlled by the bQ, bR, and bBg8. The same Pawn 
successively neutralizes three line-pieces. I would like to emphasize the subtlety of the first-

move defenses 1…e6 and 1…e5, both of which are based on remote square vacation, and the 

interesting device of black valves on the 2nd move 2.e5! and 2…e4! White play is also homo-

geneous: the checkless 2nd moves 2.Bf6! and 2.Kd8!, taking control of e7, are followed by N-

battery play on the 3rd move and the use of line closure behind the King on the mating move.  
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W________w
[wdwdrdkd]
[dndwdwdp]
[wdwgwdpG]
[dwdNdw)w]
[w4pdwdwd]
[dpdndQdw]
[b)wdwdw$]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w4wdwdrg]
[dw0wdwdB]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdwdRdp]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwGbdwdw]
[wdwIwdw$]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w4wdwgw4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[!w0wdw$w]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdB]
[p)wdwdPd]
[Iwdndwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdw4bG]
[dwdqdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[HwdwHwdw]
[w)wiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[Bhw)wdwI]
[drdwdRdQ]
w--------w

No.1 J. Brede

1844 (from his book)

#5                         (7+11)

No.2 H. Turton

Chess Player 1851

#3                          (6+7)

No.3 H. Turton

Chess Player 1852

#5                          (6+8)

No.4 A. Kempe

Chess Player 1853

#2                           (9+7)

No.1 1.Ne7+! Bxe7 2.Qd5+ Kh8 3.Qf7 Rg8 4.Qxh7+ Kxh7 5.Bf8#; 3...Bf8 4.QxR and 

5.Qxf8# or 1...Rxe7 2.Qf8# (short mate) 
No.2 1.Bg7! Rxg7 2.Rhf2 Rg2/Rg4 3.Rg5#, 1...Bxg7 2.Rh4# (short mate) 

No.3 1.Qd2! Rb4 2.Be6 Bd6 3.Rg7 Rh5 4.Qf4+ (Nowotny) Bxf4 5.Rg4#; 4...Rxf4 5.g3# 

No.4 1.Bf7! Bxf7/Rxf7 2.Rf4/Nb3# 

 To be familiar with the pioneer problems from which a theme has sprung is always a help 

towards a clear  understanding of it. We see this in the case of the oft-quoted Bristol and Indian 

problems. The pioneers of the Plachutta group are less often quoted. While the most of these 

themes bear the names of Continental composers, quite a number of the innovations have been 

made in England or by Loyd in America. The most extensive workers were the “Yorkshire 
School” of composers---Grimshaw, Kidson, Turton, Greenwood, and a few others---who began 

composing about 1848.  

 The earliest of  these interferences is the Nowotny, which is quite simple. A white piece is 

played to the intersection point of  the lines of defense of a black Rook and Bishop, threatening 

by its bodily obstruction two mates or continuations. Whichever black piece captures it, inter-

feres with the defensive action of the other black piece, permitting one or other of the two 
threats to materialize. The theme did not originate with Nowotny, however, for so far back as 

1844 J.Brede used it in No.1 in a crude but complete form. The move 1.Ne7+ places the Knight 

on the intersection point e7. If the Bishop captures, he interferes with the defensive power of 
the Rook, not only preventing that piece interposing on the second move, which is unimpor-

tant, but also preventing it checking at e1 after 3.Qf7. On the other hand, if the Rook makes the 

capture, then he interferes with the Bishop’s defense of the square f8 permitting 2.Qf8#. Of 
course this short mate is an imperfection, but the mutual interference clearly takes place.  

 In No.2, H.Turton advanced a step by using a quiet Bishop move instead of a Knight 

check, but still one leg is short.  
 In No.3, the same composer reached the normal action, with both legs of equal length, 

though produced by a check. In No.4, A.Kempe achieved it without a check, in two-move 

form, and we then come to Nowotny’s famous masterpiece, No.5, from which the theme has 
been named. Nowotny move, 3.Ne4, is preceded by 2.Rb2 BxR, the black Bishop passing over  

the square e4 on which the interference is about to take place, making the “critical move.”  

This is not considered an essential part of the theme, but an addition that adds piquancy to the 
interference that follows. At the same time it is likely, that the piquancy had much  to do with 

the attention the problem attracted, and thus indirectly led to the naming of the theme. 
There is a possibility that with our next problem, No.6, which has a strongly marked criti-

cal move, W.Mitcheson may have forestalled Nowotny in the use of this device, because when 

published in 1855 it was stated to have been “published some years previously in an unsound 
form.”  There appears to be a “cook” in  the present version, though this is not of vital impor-

tance to the inquiry: “Who first thought of introducing the interference by a critical move?” 

Present evidence leaves the credit to Nowotny. 
 In the Nowotny theme we notice three things: first, the interference is between two black 

pieces of dissimilar mode of motion; second, it is White who first makes the obstruction, Black 

merely clinching it; and thirdly, the whole action is based on the principle of the double threat 
or dual, so that both threats are generally effective if Black does not capture. 
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W________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdw$w]
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdK!wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdP)q]
[wdwdw0wi]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdQI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdQdwdwd]
[dwdwdwGw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwiNdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

1 R. A. Lincoln
3rd Prize
StrateGems 2000

#2     b) -Bg7               (6+1)

2 R. Aliovsadzade
Shakhmaty 1986

#2                               (4+3)

3 V. Melnichenko &
V. Chernous, 1st Prize
Problemist pribuzhua 1990

#2 (4+3)

1: a) 1.Qh3! Kxf4/Kf2/Kd3  2.Bh6/Bd4/Nd2(Ne5?)#;  b) 1.Qg8! Kxf4/Kf2/Kd3  

2.Qg5/Qg1/Qb3# 
2: 1.Kd5! (2.Qe5/Be6/Bh6/Qf2 A/B/C/D) g1Q/Ng4/Nf7/Nxg8  2.AB/BC/CD/DA# 

3: 1.f8Q? (2.Qh5/g8N) Qf5  2.g8Q# but 1...Qg6!  1.f8N! zz  ~ 2.Q(x)g6/g8N#  1...Qxg7/f5  

2.Qh5/Qg5# 

A Brief History of  Black Interferences 
edited by Mike Prcic 

 

 Recently, I have been researching the life and work of Darso J. Densmore, one of the 
great, and somewhat mysterious, past American composers. Mr. Densmore was best known for 

a series of compositions featuring black interferences, especially Plachutta. Most of his work is 

documented in the book titled D.J.Densmore and The Densmore Memorial Tourney, published 
in 1920 and edited by Malcolm Sim, George Hume and Alain C. White. My article on 

Densmore will have to wait, because I want to share with you a section of this book which 

describes the origin of several black interferences. Perhaps some  of you have already read this 
book, but I hope that most readers will enjoy it.  

Book Review: Still More Fun with Chess Miniatures, Lincoln 
by Dan Meinking 

 

 The renowned author/columnist/composer Robert Lincoln needs no introduction to our 

esteemed audience.  His lifelong passion for the feisty directmate two-mover (#2) has uplifted 

countless chess periodicals and books.  This inspiration is evident in his latest foray, "Still 

More Fun with Chess Miniatures / 540 Puzzles for Beginner and Master", the third in a series 

of similarly produced volumes.   

 From the title, one might mis-take this as an informal venture.  Au contraire!  "Still More 

Fun..." is a meticulous assemblage presented in a reader/solver friendly format: 9 diagrams on 

left-hand pages with 9 paragraphs on the right-hand side.  The fun stems from Mr. Lincoln's 

witty and lucid dialogue, not to mention the intriguing, alphabetized sub-headings such as 

"Plucky Pawns", "Small Potatoes", "Top Bananas", etc.  Each grouping averages roughly 5 

miniatures per.  Great care is taken to explain the chess-ese and historical context where neces-
sary -- a tremendous aid to the uninitiated. 

 The main portion serves up 500 published morsels, peppered with an occasional R.A.L. 

original.  And the appendix of 40 freshly cut Lincoln logs will warm the soul.  Below are 3 
selections accompanied by basic solutions.  To enjoy the full scoop, you'll have to order this 

attractively bound paperback, which I  earnestly advise!   

 
For a copy of "Still More Fun with Chess Miniatures", write to: Bob Lincoln / 2 Cambridge 

Ct. / Little Egg Harbor, NJ 08087 / U.S.A.; or email to: linker91@hotmail.com.  Postage-paid 

price: $20 (domestic), $25 (overseas/airmail).  "Fun with Chess Miniatures" and "More Fun 

with Chess Miniatures" are also availabe for the same price. 
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W________w
[wdwGwdrd]
[dwdwdwdr]
[ndwdpgwd]
[dw)wiwdw]
[wdKdPdwd]
[dw0Pdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdQdw$w]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdw0wdw]
[bdwdwdpH]
[)wdwiPIp]
[wgw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[qdQ0wdBd]
[dwdwHwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw$wdwI]
[dwhwHwhb]
[wdwdBdwd]
[dwHwiwGw]
[w0w0wdP0]
[!wdw)wdw]
[wdwdwgwd]
[drdwdwdq]
w--------w

W________w
[wdRdRdw1]
[dwdkdPgw]
[w0w0pdwh]
[dw)wdwdw]
[wdwdr0wh]
[)B4wdwdw]
[wdPdwdwG]
[dwdwdw!K]
w--------w

No.13 J. Plachutta

Leipz. Ill. Zeitung 1858

#4                           (7+7)

No.14 J. Gilbert

Cassell’s Fam. Paper 1860

#4                        (7+10)

No.15 W. Greenwood

The Dial 1862

#4                         (9+10)

No.16 W. Grimshaw

Ill. London News 1853

#4                      (10+11)

No.13 1.Qf3! Nxc5 2.Rg7 Rgxg7 3.Bc7+ Rxc7 4.Qg3#; 2...Rhxg7 3.Qg3+ Rxg3 4.Bc7# 

No.14 1.Qc7+! Bd6 2.Qc4 Qxc4 3.Nd3+; 2...Bxc4 3.Nf7+ 
No.15 1.Qd3! (2.Qxd4+) Bxd3 (critical move) 2.e4 Qxe4 3.Bf5 Qxf5 4.Nc6#; 2...Bxe4 3.Bd5 

Bxd5 4.Ng6# 

No.16 1.Qe3! fxe3 2.Be5 Rec4 3.c6+ Rxc6 4.Bxe6#; 2...Rcxc4 3.Ba4+ Rxa4 c6#  

 No.13 is Plachutta’s famous problem. The first move is not thematic. On the second move 

White plays his Rook to the critical square g7, obstructing both black Rooks.  If the Rh7 cap-

tures, then that Rook takes upon itself the responsibility of guarding g3, previously guarded by 

the Rg8.  This creates a weakness, which is only rendered apparent by White’s decoy or “di-

verting” move 3.Qg3+, permitting 4.Bc7 mate. Similarly, if the Rg8 makes the capture, 3.Bc7 
becomes the decoy and 4.Qg3 the mate. Now, Plachutta was not the first to use this device in 

its mutual form, because in the previous year Loyd had published No.12. At its first appear-

ance, it is true, the Bf4 and Pf6 were reversed, permitting a second key-move, but the Plachutta 
action was not only perfectly correct, but was remarkably complete, three black pieces taking 

part in it.  It is therefore only “Honor to whom honor is due”...to quote one of Loyd’s famous 

tourney mottoes...that we should not forget that he was the first to conceive the deep principle 
embodied in this theme.  For it is far deeper than the Nowotny and Grimshaw interferences, 

involving as it does the mutual interference of black pieces of the same kind of motions...two 

Rooks or one Rook and the Queen acting as a Rook, or a Bishop and the Queen acting as a 
Bishop.   

 Both Loyd’s and Plachutta’s problems are lateral examples, the first diagonal rendering of 

the theme appearing in 1860 by J.Gilbert (No.14), and the first diagonal one with a critical 
move was achieved in 1862 by W.Greenwood (No.15). This position is also particularly inter-

esting owing to the echo arrangement of the decoys and mates. 

 In the same way as the Nowotny can be delicately induced without a critical sacrifice, 
forming the Grimshaw interference, so the Plachutta can be similarly induced, and is then 

called the Wurzburg-Plachutta, after O.Wurzburg’s little masterpiece, No.24, in which the 

mutual interference was first achieved in that manner.  The incomplete form...a single interfer-

ence of this character...has been called a Holzhausen interference, after the composer who 

specialized in this theme in 1907-8, but this interference has been used (without a critical 

move) by Grimshaw more than half a century earlier, in 1853...four years before Loyd pro-
duced his first Plachutta.  This remarkable problem is No.16.  White’s second move, 2.Be5, 

induces the reply 2...Rc4 3.c6+ thus producing the Holzhausen interference.  Strangely enough, 
only a dual in the reciprocal interference, 2...Rc4 3.Ba4+ or c6+, prevents the problem from 

being a fully developed Wurzburg-Plachutta ante-dating No.24 by fifty-six years!  It is, indeed, 

quite possible that the composer realized in his mind the full mutual action, as suggested in the 
version No.17. 

 No.18 is the earliest example  of the Holzhausen interference with a critical move.  It is by 

A.Cywinski and appeared in 1861.  It has two interferences, produced by block strategy.  

Forty-six years later, Holzhausen himself doubled this achievement in No.19, the Re8 interfer-

ing four times, but the reciprocal interference by the other Rook is still missing, owing to the 

short line 1...Rd8 or f8; 2.Bc7+. 
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W________w
[whwdwdw4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdbd]
[dw$wdwdw]
[wGwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w$wIwHwd]
[dwdwdNdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[w0Qdwdbg]
[dwdRdwdw]
[qdndwdpd]
[dwHwir)w]
[wdBHPdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdqdwdrd]
[gwdwdwdw]
[wdrdbdwd]
[0wdwdwdp]
[wdwdw)wi]
[dw$wdwdw]
[w)wdBdQd]
[IwdwdNdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdrdwdw]
[wdw)wHwd]
[dN0wdndw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[)kdwdwdw]
[wdwGwdwg]
[dKdwdBdw]
w--------w

No.5 A. Nowotny

Leipz. Ill. Zeitung 1854

#4                           (6+4)

No.6 W. Mitcheson

Cassell’s Fam. Paper 1855

#3                         (8+10)

No.7 A. Nowotny

Leipz. Ill. Zeitung 1855

#3                          (7+8)

No.8 Grosdemange

3rd Prize Set, Paris 1867

#4                           (7+6)

No.5 1.Ng3! Re8 2.Rbc2 Bxc2 (critical move) 3.Nfe4 Bxe4 Ne2#; 3...Rxe4 4.Nf5# 

No.6 1.Qf6! Rxf6 (critical move) 2.Bf5 (Nowotny) (Cook: 1.Nxc4+ Qxc4 2.Qxb6+) 
No.7 1.Rc5! (Nowotny) Bxc5 2.Bg4 (Nowotny), 1...Rxc5 2.Qf2+ 

No.8 1.Ne4! Bxd6 2.Bf4 Be7 3.Bd6 (Nowotny), 1...Bg1 2.Bb4 RXd6 3.Nd4+ (Nowotny) 

 The cumulative spirit was soon at work. In No.7, Nowotny himself doubled the theme by 

interferences on two consecutive moves, and Grosdemange in No.8 doubled it in collateral 
variations...side-by-side, as it were. 

W________w
[wdwdrdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[BdwHwdwd]
[dPdkdwhw]
[wIwdp)bd]
[dw!wdpdn]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[bdwdwGwd]
[dq4pdwdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdQdRdp]
[w4wHwdwd]
[hwhwdNdK]
[wdw)wdw)]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[QdwdNdk4]
[dwdNIwdp]
[wdR)w0wd]
[dndwdwdw]
[wdw1w0wd]
[dpdB0Pdw]
[wdrgwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwdr0wHK]
[bdwdw0Pd]
[drdwdwdw]
[wdwdkgwd]
[0wdwdRdw]
[qHPdw$w)]
[dndwdwdB]
w--------w

No.9 W. Grimshaw

Ill. London News 1850

#5                           (7+8)

No.10 W. Grimshaw

Ill. London News 1853

#5                        (8+10)

No.11 W. Grimshaw

Ill. London News 1855

#4                         (7+11)

No.12 S. Loyd

1st Prize (v)

Am. Ch. Monthly 1857

#4                         (9+10)

No.9 1.Bc8! Bxc8 (critical move) 2.Qf6 Re6 3.Qd4+ & 4.Nf5+ 5.c4#; 2...Be6 3.Qe5# 

No.10 1.Ne5+! Kg1 2.Nec6 Qxc6 3.Bc5 Qxc5 4.Qg8#; 3...Qxd5 4.Ne2# 
No.11 1.Qa1! Qxa1 (critical move) 2.Rc3 Qxc3 3.Bc4+ 

No.12 1.Rxf4+! (if 1...Ke5 2.Re2+) Ke3 2.Bd5 Rbxd5 3.Nd1+; 2...Qxd5/Rxd5 3.Nf5+ 

 Retracting our steps now to the year 1850, we see in No.9 Grimshaw’s problem from 

which the Grimshaw interference takes its name.  It is believed to be the earliest example of 
that theme.  Like the Nowotny, it is an interference between Rook and Bishop, and differs from 

the Nowotny only in the fact that White makes no bodily obstructions, or sacrifice, on the 

critical square, but more delicately induces the interference by some other threat.  The move 
2.Qf6 obstructs neither Bishop nor Rook, but forces Black to defend by 2...Re6, interfering 

with the Bishop’s guard of the square f5, or by 2...Be6, interfering with the Rook’s guard of e5, 

the latter move being followed by a short mate, as in earlier stages of the development of the 
Nowotny. 

 Our next two diagrams show the same composer, Grimshaw, groping his way towards a 

more subtle interference...the Plachutta...but not reaching it.  In No.10, after the moves 1.Ne5+ 
Kg1 2.Nec6! Qxc6 3.Bc5, the black Queen prevents the from Rc7 capturing the Bishop; and in 

No.11, after the moves 1.Qa1 (2.Qg1+) Qxa1 (a fine critical move) 2.Rc3! Qxc3 3.Bc4+ again 

the black Queen prevents the Rc2 from capturing the Bishop.  Each of these problems has a 
single interference of  Plachutta character...a half Plachutta, as we shall see by comparing them 

with the next two problems, in which the complete Plachutta is achieved. 
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W________w
[wdwdnIwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wHpdk0wd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwGpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w!wdwdwd]
[dbdrHwdw]
w--------w

#3                           (5+8)

No.26 W.B. Rice

Pitts. Leader 1914

#2                          (8+6)

No.27 J.A. Coultaus &

M. Lissner, Tidskrift 1907

#2                         (5+6)

No.28 W.B. Rice

Gazette-Times 1914

#2                           (8+6)

W________w
[wdRdwdwd]
[dwdw0RHQ]
[w0wdw1wd]
[dwdkdpdw]
[wdN0wdwd]
[GwdBdKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[GwdpdwdQ]
[wdw0qdwd]
[dPdkdwdw]
[wdrdwdPd]
[dw)Ndwdw]
[wdwdpdNd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw)Kdwdw]
[wdwGw0Qd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[rdwdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdb]
w--------w

No.25 E. Brunner

Akad. Mon. 1912

No.25 1.Nd3! Rxd3 2.Qe2+  & 3.Qc4#; 1...Bxd3 2.Qb3+ & 3.Qe3# 

No.26 1.Qh1! (2.Ne3/Nf4#), 1…Q~/R~ 2.Nf4/Ne3#  

No.27 1.Qb1! (2.Qb7#), 1…Rb2/Bb2 2.Qf5/Qxh1# 

No.28 1.Qg8! (zz), 1…Qxf7/Qxg7/Qe5/e6 2.Qd8/Rf5/Nxb6/Rd7#  

 No.27 shows the Grimshaw interference reduced to sweet simplicity in two-mover form.   

 In No.28 there is a mutual interference on e6 of the black Queen and Pawn, which is akin 
to the Plachutta action.  It could be styled a Queen and Pawn Plachutta, or more briefly a Pawn 

Plachutta.  

 

(My thanks to Bob Moore, who provided the material, and for his love of the history of our 

beloved art.)  

Gianni Donati 50th Jubilee Tourney (GD50JT) 
 

 We are pleased to announce a tourney celebrating Gianni Donati's 50th birthday (19-Apr-

2002)!  The GD50JT requires proofgames with the following theme: "A promotee leaves its 

promotion square and returns there.  The promotee may be captured."  Below are two basic 
examples showing, respectively, a non-captured and captured promotee.  Entries to Dan Mein-

king must be received by 31-Dec-2002.  Judge: Gianni Donati. 

 
    GD50JT example #1                GD50JT example #2 

w________ww w________w 
[rhb1kgN4]w [rhb1kgn4] 
[dp0pdp0p]w [0p0p0pdp] 
[wdwdwdwd]w [wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdwdw]w [dwdwdwdw] 
[Pdwdwdwd]w [wHwdwdwd] 
[Gwdwdwdw]w [$w)wdwdw] 
[wdP)P)P)]w [P)w)P)Pd] 
[dn$QIBHR]w [$wGwIwHQ] 
w--------w   w--------w 
wPG in 7.0   (15+14)                             PG in 9.5   (14+15) 

 
ex1: 1.Nc3 a5  2.Nd5 a4  3.Nxe7 a3  4.Nxg8 axb2  5.a4 b1N  6.Ba3 Nc3  7.Rc1 Nb1 

ex2: 1.h4 g5  2.Rh3 gxh4  3.Ra3 h3  4.Nc3 h2  5.Nd5 h1N  6.c3 Ng3  7.Qa4 Nxf1  8.Qh4 Ng3  

9.Nb4 Nh1  10.Qxh1 

PLEASE REPRINT! 
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W________w
[wdRdRdKh]
[dwdkdPgw]
[w0w0wdwd]
[dw)wdPdw]
[wdwdrdwd]
[dw4wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdBdwdw]
w--------w

No.17 A. White

Schweiz. Sz. 1917

(after W. Grimshaw)

#3                           (8+7)

No.18 A. Cywinski

Ill. Fam. Journal 1861

#5                          (9+5)

No.19 W. von Holzhausen

Prize, Riga. Tag. 1907

#4                           (8+9)

No.20 W. von Holzhausen

Prize, Riga. Tag. 1907

#5                           (9+8)

W________w
[rhwdwdwd]
[0wdwdw1B]
[pdpdwdwd]
[iwHwdwdw]
[w$wdwdPd]
[dw)NdPdw]
[bdw)wdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwdwdr4w]
[wdw$wdw0]
[dwdw)kdP]
[wdwdp)wd]
[Iwdw)wdP]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdBdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdrdwd]
[0wdw4w0w]
[BdwdpdRd]
[dNdpiw)w]
[pdwHw0wd]
[)wGwdKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.17 1.Bb3! Rcc4 2.Ba4+; 1...Rec4 2.c6+ 

No.18 1.Ba4! (2.Bd7+ & 3.Rf6#) Rf8 2.Bb3 Re7 (critical move) 3.Ra6 Rff7/Ree8 4.Bd1 
No.19 1.Ba5! (2.Rxe6+ & 3.Bc7+) Rd7 2.Bb4 (zz) Rdd8/Ree7 3.Bd2; 1...Rf7 2.Bd2 Rff8/Ree7 

3.Bb4 

No.20 1.Bg8! (2.Bxa2) Bxg8 (critical move) 2.Nc1 Qf7 3.f4 & 4.Nb3+ 

 In No.20, Holzhausen shows his interference combined with his equally famous “focal 

action” of the black Queen, and in No.21 he combines consecutively a half  Plachutta and a 
Holzhausen, each preceded by a critical move. No.22 is this composer’s simplest presentation 

of this interference, and also has the critical move. W.Seib in 1908 succeeded in producing the 

reciprocal interferences between two black Rooks, in separate branches of a five-mover, each 
preceded by a critical move (No.23). But it remained for O.Wurzburg in 1909 to produce the 

full mutual interference in concurrent variations which has been called the Wurzburg-Plachutta 

(No.24). 

W________w
[w$wdwdwd]
[0wdpdpdp]
[kdrHwdwd]
[4pdN0wdR]
[pdwdwdqd]
[dwdwgwdw]
[w)wdw)n0]
[!wdwdbhK]
w--------w

#6                         (8+16) #4                        (5+6)

No.23 W. Seib

Wochenschach 1908

#5                         (8+12)

No.24 O. Wurzburg

Zlata Praha 1909(v)

#3                         (5+9)

W________w
[wdwhRdKd]
[hQ0wdwHw]
[wdwdwipd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdrdwdpd]
[dwdrdNdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdRdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[4wdwdwdp]
[wdwdNdw0]
[dwHwdrdk]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dndwdw$K]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw$wdwd]
[Gw0wdp0w]
[Kdkdrdwd]
[0wdwdNdP]
[rdwdNdpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[whpdpdPd]
[dbdwdwdQ]
w--------w

No.21 W. von Holzhausen

Prize, Riga. Tag. 1907(v)

No.22 W. von Holzhausen

Wochenschach 1908

No.21 1.Rh6! (2.Nc7+ & 3.Ne8+) Bxh6 (critical move) 2.f4 Qxf4 3.Qc1 Rxc1 (critical move) 

4.Ne8 Qc4 5.Nec7+ 
No.22 1.Rf8! Rxf8 (critical move) 2.Nd1 Raf5 3.Ndf2+ & 4.Ng5# 

No.23 1.Nc3! (2.g3+) e1Q 2.Qxe1 Rxe1 (critical move) 3.Nd5 Rae4 4.Nde7+; 1...g3 2.Qh4 

Rxh4 (critical move) 3.Nb5 Ree4 4.Nbd4+ 
No.24 1.Ne5! (2.Qb2) Rcd4 2.Qd5; 1...Rdd4 2.Qe4 

 A further variety, No.25, the Brunner-Plachutta, in which the interference is between Rook 

and Bishop, like the Nowotny, but has decoy and the mate like the Plachutta, has been called a 
“Plachutta with unlike pieces.” 

 We may remark here that, while in the Nowotny and Grimshaw interferences the mate 

may, in their briefest forms, occur on the next move, and in fact frequently does so as part of 
two-move themes (such as the Organ Pipes, in which the Grimshaw is doubled), the mate in 

the Plachutta usually falls a move later, by reason of the decoy move coming between.  A two-

move Plachutta has certainly been attempted by introducing a pinning device, but its possibili-
ties are very limited (No.26). 
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1st-2nd Prize

Michel Caillaud

StrateGems 2000

r#2  NWK (10+11)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[)P)P)P)P]
[wdwdNiwd]
[dw4wgw$w]
[wdndwhq0]
[dwdwdp0b]
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdbdwdwd]
[dwdr0wdw]
[qhwdNgwd]
[dwdRdKdQ]
[BdN0wdwd]
[dwdpdwGw]
[w$wdkdP0]
[dwdwdrdn]
w--------w

1st-2nd Prize

Hubert Gockel

StrateGems 2000

#2*                      (9+12)

BeamtenChess

3rd Prize

Petko A. Petkov

StrateGems 2000

h#2   3 solutions   (6+11)
Leo Q, Pao r, Vao b

W________w
[ndwdq1wd]
[dwdrdwgw]
[wdwdw!w4]
[drdw!wdw]
[wHkdwdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wIndwdwd]
[dwdqgwGw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdQdwd]
[dwdw4wdw]
[wdwdrdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

4th Prize

Edgar Holladay

StrateGems 2000

h=5  Maxi, Circe      (3+3)

b) All men  up 1 square

c) All men upper right  

2 squares (wQg8, etc.)

W________w
[wdwdrdwd]
[dwHwdwdw]
[w0wdwdw0]
[dwiPGwdR]
[w0w$wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)Kd]
[1wdwdwGw]
w--------w

1st Honorable Mention

Petko A. Petkov

StrateGems 2000

H#2   2 sols.     (4+6+4n)

neutral Paos  and Vaos

may be useful for some readers who land in this field. In both phases each opening black line 
awakes wNe6, but in set play this effect is not enough to make possible a mate on d4 since 

bBf6 can move to leave the diagonal of observation. So we have to write 1…Nxd5 2.Nf4# 

(since Nxf4 would be forbidden : a kind of pin-mate). Then 1…Rxd5!? is a fine correcting 

move because 2.N f4? would wake up bR threatening wK. But this defense has more damage : 

an extra-control of d4 allowing 2.Nxd4#! (once more a kind of pin-mate 2…Bxd4??). The key 

prohibits bBf6-moves, closes h5-e2 and opens h5-d5. Now there is a reciprocal dual-
avoidance thanks to black guards : 1…Rxd5 2.Nf4# (Nxd4?) 1…Nxd5 2.Nxd4# (2.Nf4?). I'm 

sure you noticed that in the set 1…Rxd5!? prevents mate A but creates B, and the opposite is 

shown after the key : not the Le Grand theme but a « Le Grand paradox ». Solution: Set: 
1...Rxd5 2.Nxd4[A]# (2.Nf4+?? and 2...Bd4?? are both self-check) 1...Nxd5 2.Nf4[B]# 

(2.Nxd4+? Bg5/h4!; 2...Nxf4??) Key: 1.Kg4! (2.Re5#) 1...Rxd5 2.Nf4[B]# 2.Nxd4+? Rxd4!) 

1...Nxd5 2.Nxd4[A]# (2.Nf4+? Nxf4! 2...Bg5/h4??)  

3rd  Prize - (Petkov - F0136) Indirect unpins, cross-checks and anti-batteries : threefold these 

well-known Chinese elements are artistically  joined. Rather easy to solve, but a very enjoyable 

content. Solution: I. 1.LEOd4 LEOf1 (LEOe2?) 2.LEOf4+ LEOee2#,  II. 1.PAOd4 LEOc6 
(LEOc5?) 2.PAOd6+ LEOec5#, III. 1.Nd4  LEOff4+ (LEOe4+?) 2.Nf5+ LEOee4# 

4th Prize - (Holladay - F0157) “Maximum” condition may seem unpleasant in a Help-problem 

since it’s an easy trick to avoid duals. But a problem with such reduced material, producing 
nice, rich content can lay claim to a prize in spite of the same 3rd black move. Solution: a) 

1.Ra5 Qxe4+(Ra8) 2.Kxe4(Qd1) Qd5+ 3.Rxd5(Qd1) Qxd5+  4.Kf4 Qxa8  5.Ke3 Qa4=, b) 

1.Ra5 Qxe6+(Ra8)  2.Re5  Kd2 3.Rh8 Qxe5+  4.Kf3 Qxh8 5.Ke4 Qh5=, c) 1.Ra6 Qe6 2.Ra7 

Qxa6(Ra8) 3.Rh8  Qxa7 4.Ra8 Qxa8 5.Kh6 Qg8=   

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[1bdwdwdp]
[kdwdwdwd]
[0p)wdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[0wdpdnIw]
[wdp0wdwd]
[$w4rdBgw]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention

Zoran Janev

StrateGems 2000

h#2   2 sols.         (4+15)

Anti-Circe

3rd HM, Jean Morice

& Laurent Bouchez

StrateGems 2000

#2 (8+8)

Circe-Parrain 

W________w
[wdwdndBd]
[0wdRdwdw]
[Rdw)wiwI]
[dwdwgpdw]
[w1w4w0wd]
[GwdwdNdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th-5th Honorable Mention

Tadashi Wakashima

StrateGems 2000

h#8 Andernach       (7+2)

Ultraschachzwang

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w$wdwdwG]
[GwiwdwHR]
[wdPdwdpd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w
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StrateGems 2000 Fairies Award 

Judge: Yves Cheylan 
 

 Seventy-seven problems have been published. Eight were unsound and one was not an 

original. I examind 68 works, and it was a long, hard task because of the extreme diversity of 
fairy elements used. It’s so difficult to compare such dissimilar fields that, in my opinion, it 

would be more desirable if fairies were judged on two years and divided in two subsections : 

problems with helping move(s) and others without any helping move. 
 I thank solvers. Their comments have been helpful. About unsound works, a particular 

regret concerns F0150 (Millour) : for my taste, this fairy field (Reflex + Imitator) is not the 

most attractive for a new Babson task (the famous expert  achieved it in a similar way in 1982, 
Die Schwalbe 1st H. M.), but here his problem seemed to deserve an award, probably a 3rd 

prize, until I rubbed my eyes: this r#4 is cooked in one-move 1.Ka7! forcing 1…Sc6#. Nobody 

saw this for it’s too obvious! I hope a correction will be possible (probably with a different 
key). 

 Some average problems might have received a commendation elsewhere, however the 

standard of SG-2000 was rather high. There were no great masterpieces but many good prob-
lems.  

 A few remarks about some absentees from the award list :  

F0159 shows AUW + 4 different blocks allowing 4 mates by different pieces without twin : 
well-known in lighter settings. H.H. Schmitz showed 4 Q-mates with only 6+4 (see feenschach 

1973). See also E. Visserman (after Myllyniemi) feenschach 1972 (White : Kf3 Re7 Sc8a4 

Pf5b3c3c2 Black : Kd5 Sc6 Pa2 SH#3). 
F0160 Attractive locking of bB but Ra5 useless after 1.b6! and 3 white units sleeping after 

1.b5! 

F0137 Models and chameleon are not enough, because pictures of mates are prosaic. 
F0139 Rather thin content whereas this condition allows so many possibilities ! 

F0142 b) too similar. 
F0153 Nine units…and a third part is useless in b) !  

F0155 Interesting Gamage but after 1.Pao d8! wVao d3 becomes a mere hurdle (a wP can 

replace it). 
F0162 I don’t enjoy the trick “n moves exactly”. 

F0169 A solver notices “almost a normal H#” and he is right !  

F0187 a) and c)  are not good enough for this author ! d) may be less childish to solve, but b) 
with a different promotion square is somewhat lame…The most surprising has been this com-

ment from a solver : “SH#3 of the highest order, especially difficult”! 

F0199 A very crude twin-mechanism (as in F0200) with repetitive play.  
F0215 (correct diagram SG14 p.103) Zvolen Chess is interesting however ser.#3 is a too easy 

stipulation.  

F0218 5+1 moves include too little Circe-effects. 
 

Awards. The two best problems are so dissimilar, I could not decide a winner. 

 
1st-2nd Prize - (Caillaud - F0165) “NWK” looks like Rex Multiplex with fewer possibilities 

and I confess this field is not my cup of tea. However, the author achieves an apparently effort-

less task and a quite original one. A brainwave becomes a record : that is typically Miche-
lesque! A pity both bK-flights are unprovided (and the flight-taking key is slightly unpleasant). 

Since the Reflex-condition is not used here to defeat a try, I should prefer a “semi-reflex” 

allowing a sound diagram with wNe6 on d4 and wPe7 on e6 : no flights in the set and a flight-
giving key 1.e7! Solution: 1.Nd4!  (2.d8K Qd7#), 1...Bxc7 2.a8K Ra2#, 1...Qxd7 2.b8K Qc8#, 

1...Rd5  2.c8K Qxd7#, 1...Ne6 2.e8K Nd6#, 1...Qh5 2.f8K Qf7#, 1...Kxe7 2.g8K Qxg5#, 

1...Qxg5  2.h8K Qxg7#   
1st-2nd Prize - (Gockel - F0194) A great pity this subtle problem was misprinted so that 

solvers were deprived of pleasure (and of some pains). Reciprocally changed mates are a 

favorite of this composer who is never afraid by technical difficulties of Beamten Chess. The 
following comments  
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2nd Commended - (Shifrin - F0197) A long maneuver rather hidden, but a good mixture of 
this type (Circe + Maximum s# + white castle) was achieved 25 years ago with less economical 

white material and more sparkling content. See J.M. Trillon Europe-Echecs 1975, 2nd Prize. 

White : Ke1 Rf3h2 Nc6b2 Pe4g4b3h3 Black : Ka3 Bc8 Nc1 Pb4d3, s#7 Maxi, Circe 1.Re2! 
Bxg4(g2) 2.Nxb4(b7) Bc8 3.Na2! Bxh3(h2) 4.Rf5 Bxf5(Rh1) 5.exf5(Bc8) Bxf5(f2) 6.0-0 Bc8 

7.Nxd3(d7) Nxe2(Rh1)# with a fine incarceration of bB and squares-prohibitions for bN. 

Solution: 1.Re8+ Kxe8[Rh1] 2.e6 Nd8 3.exf7+ Nxf7[Pf2] 4.Rxd3[Pd7] N~ 5.f7+ Nxf7 6.Re3+ 
Ne5 7.0-0 Kf7 8.Rf3+ Nxf3[Rh1]# 

3rd Commended - (Heinonen - F0220) Circe rebirth used to block neutral units could be 

displayed on a larger scale. A pleasing arrangement but a modest work in respect to other 

successes by this famous expert. Solution: 1.Qh7 b8nN 2.Qb7 nNxc6[Ra8] 3.Ra5 nNxd8[Nb8] 

4.Nc6 nNxb7[Qd8]#   

4th-8th Commended - (Wenda - F0214) A pity that one white Nightrider becomes useless in 
each phase. (Could this  be improved with a single white Nightrider in a little longer h# ?). 

Solution: a) 1.NRd4 2.NRxe2[NRe1] 3.Ke5+! NRxe8[NRe1]#  Not 3.Ke4+? NRxe8[NRe1]+ 

4.Ke3 b) 1.NRaxb6[NRb8] 2.NRxe2[NRe8] 3.Kd4+! NRxe8[NRe1]#  Not 3.Kd5+? 
NRxe8[NRe1] 4.Ne8! 

4th-8th Commended - (Prcic - F0185) One changed mate and both good defenses by specific 

pins. 1.Paoc6? has no interest but 1.Paoh6? or 1.Paog6? are valuable (1…Mb4 !! error in text). 

A rather good problem. Solution: 1...Ne3 2.Leof4#, 1.Paoc6+? Kxc5!, 1.Paoe6? (2.b6#) Bxe6!, 

1.Paog6/Paoh6? (2.b6#) Ne3!; 1.Paof6! (2.b6#), 1...Maoxc5 2.Paoc6#, 1...Maob4 2.Leoxf1#, 

1...Ne3 2.Paof4# 

W________w
[NdwdwGwh]
[dw)P)Pdw]
[RhkHPdbd]
[gwdpdpdw]
[w!w)wdPd]
[dp4pdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th-8th Commended

Mark Kirtley

StrateGems 2000

s#5  NWK (12+10)

4th-8th Commended

Tibor Érsek

StrateGems 2000

ser.h#6  b) Ra6→f1 (9+8)

W________w
[Bdwdwdw$]
[dqdpdwdw]
[RgPdwdw)]
[dpdw)wdw]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdPdpdw]
[Kdwdw0w)]
[dwdwdw4w]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwiwdq]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdQIwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[$wdQdwdw]
w--------w

4th-8th Commended

Stefano Spinelli

StrateGems 2000

s#5   Maxi              (4+2)
Grasshoppers Q

9th-13th Commended

C.Janczura & H.Kruk

StrateGems 2000

h#2½  b) Bf2→e1 (3+2)

Circe

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdNdkGwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th-8th Commended - (Kirtley - F0149) Such checking white promotions are rather usual in 

“normal” s# but here both K-promotions make it more attractive. Solution: 1.g5!  (2.Qc5+ 

Rxc5 3.c8Q+ Kxd6 4.e8B+ Kxe6 5.d8K+ Rxd8#), 1...Nxf7 2.Qxb6+ Bxb6 3.c8R+ Kxd6 

4.e8K+ Kxe6 5.d8N+ Nxd8#, (1...Bxb4/Rc5 2.c8Q+  etc. with 4.Rxd8#)  
4th-8th Commended - (Ersek - F0161) Two nice “invitations au voyage” for bK with good 

mates. The mating piece becomes a pinning-piece in b) and the pinning wB in a) mates in b).  

A pity the twin-separation is somewhat rustic, isn’t it? Solution:  a) 1.Rd1 2.Rxd3 5.Kxc6 
6.Rd5, Rc8#, b) 1.Qxc6 2.Qxh6 3.Qxh2 6.Kh1, Bxf3# 

4th-8th Commended - (Spinelli - F0177) This quite pleasant work shows pretty switchbacks 

of wG and wK. Solution: 1.Gf3 Qe8 2.Ra5+ Qb5 3.Kd2 Qd5+ 4.Gd3 Qxa5+ 5.Ke3 Qe1#  
9th-13th Commended - (Yanczura/Kruk - F0156) A small content but an elegant, aristo-

cratic chameleon. Solution: a) 1...Kh3 2.Kxf2(Bc1) Be3+ 3.Kf3 Nd4#, b) 1...Bd2  

2.Qxc2(Nb1) Kg2 3.Qd3  Nc3#  
9th-13th Commended - (Kuhlmann/Stephenson -  F0168) This superb condition promises 

more, but the elegant Meredith is pleasant. The text of solution seems to overlook 1.f3? waiting 

1…Gc1!! and changed mate 1…Ga5 2.Gd1# Solution: 1.Ba1! (zz), 1...Gc1 2.Nc3-b1#, 1...a5 

2.Na2# 

9th-13th Commended - (Guttman - F0173) Pleasant. Solution: a) 1.Bd3 Gd1 2.Rf6 Nd4#, b) 

1.Rd1 Gc8 2.Rd4 Ne5# 
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1st Honorable Mention - (Petkov - F0186) In each phase, the “front piece” of the other is used 
to paralyze the neutral rear-piece giving a pin-mate. A perfect achievement. (I think the term 

“Umnov” may confuse people here, since there is no paradox.) Solution: I. 1.Qa4 nVAOeh2+ 

2.Re5 nPAOxa4#, II. 1.Rb8 nPAOdh4+ 2.Qd4 nVAOxb8# 
2nd Honorable Mention - (Janev - F0146) Quite a good idea, shown with Zilahi : it excuses 

the black crowd of foot soldiers! Solution: I. 1.Rxa1(Rh8) Bxd3(Bf1) 2.Ra8 Bxb5(Bf1)#, 

1.Rxf1(Ra8) Rxa3(Ra1) 2.Rh8  Rxa5(Ra1)# 

3rd Honorable Mention - (Morice/Bouchez - F0135) Key and threat are rather prosaic but a 

rich solution with 4 selfpins and specific mates by the same wP leads to nice content. Solution: 

1.Bd5? (2.Rf7#), 1...Rxd5 2.Ng5(+Be7)#, 1...Qb7!, 1.Ng5? (2.Nh7/Rf7#), 1....Bxd6!; 1.Rg7! 
(2.Rg6#), 1...Qxd6 2.Rc5(+Q/Rf8)#, 1...Rxd6 2.d4(+Q/Bd8)#, 1..Nxd6 2.Ng5(+Ne8)#,  

1...Bxd6 2.Bb2(+Pe5)#,  [1...Nxg7  2.Ra5(+Rg6)#]  

4th-5th Honorable Mention - (Wakashima - F0167) Good and difficult problem. Solution: 
1.g1Q+ Nf1 2.Qe3+ Rxe3(bR) 3.Re1+ Bxe1(bB) 4.Bd2+ Nxd2(bN)  5.Nb3+ cxb3(bP) 6.b2+ 

Kd1 7.b1Q+ Bc1 8.Qd3+ Bd2#   

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[hwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdpdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdNHwd]
[dwdNIwdw]
w--------w

4th-5th Honorable Mention

Tadashi Wakashima

StrateGems 2000

h#11                      (4+4)

Ultraschachzwang

Non-stop Equihoppers

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdkdwdK]
[wdwdwdw)]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdbdwdwd]
[dNdwdw4q]
w--------w

6th Honorable Mention

Noam Livnat

StrateGems 2000

s#4  Maxi               (5+4)

7th Honorable Mention

Mykola Nahnybida

StrateGems 2000W________w
[wdrdwdwd]
[dw0pIR1r]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdb0Nd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwhnd]
[dwdwdwgk]
w--------w

h#2  b) wBf7        (3+13)

Circe

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dp0wdwdw]
[whkdwdwd]
[dpdpdKdw]
[w)pdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Commended

Petko A. Petkov

StrateGems 2000

h#3  b)Pd5 →d7 (1+7+3n)

neutral Leos and Pawn 

4th-5th Honorable Mention - (Wakashima - F0190) Good and difficult problem. Solution: 
1.NEg3+ NEd2 2.NEc1+ NEf1! 3.NEe3+ Nd4  4.NEc7+ NSc2 5.NEa3+  NSe3 6.NEg1+ NEd1 

7.NEc1+ NEd3 8.NEe5+ Nc4 9.NEc5+ NExb5 10.NEc3+ NEb4 11.NEa7+ Nb6# 

6th Honorable Mention - (Livnat - F0191) Easy to solve but I enjoyed fine Healey-moves. 
Solution: 1.Nd2 Ra1 2.Nb1 Qxb1 13.Be8 Bh7 4.Bg6 Qxg6# 

7th Honorable Mention - (Nahnybida - F0145) Idea of “anti-rebirth” is less original than 

some solvers seem to think, but it remains a piquant one. A pity b) includes so many black 
units (“ black night-watchmen” as says Helmut Z.). Solution: a) 1.Rf8  Rxf4(bPf7)  

2.Nxf4(wRa1) Rxg1#, b) 1.Qg8 Bxg6(bPg7)  2.Bxg6(wBf1)  Bxg2# 

1st Commended - (Petkov - F0188) Quite good construction and interesting ortho-diagonal 
reflection. Solution:  a) 1.Nc8 Ke6 2.Nd6 nLeof6 3.nLeohh6+ Ke7#, b) 1.Nd5 Ke4 2.b6 

nLeog2 3.nLeohh1+ Ke5#  

w________w
[wdwdwiwd]
[dndwdpdw]
[wdw0R)wd]
[0w0R)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

2nd Commended

Semion Shifrin

StrateGems 2000

s#8  Maxi + Circe    (5+8)

w________w
[wdwhwdwd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[w0r0wdwd]
[dpipdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dqdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Commended

Unto Heinonen

StrateGems 2000

h#4   Circe        (1+8+1n)
neutral Pawn p

w________w
[wgwdwHwH]
[dNhwdw0w]
[wdwdwdpd]
[Hwdkdwdw]
[rhwdwIwd]
[dwdpdpdw]
[wdw0pdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th-8th Commended

Klaus Wenda

StrateGems 2000

ser.s#3 Anti-Circe  (5+11)
b) a1h1 NRs Nn

W________w
[wdRdw!bd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[K$wdwdwd]
[HP)Pdwdw]
[wdkdBdwd]
[dwdndwdw]
[wdwdNdnd]
[dwdwdbdw]
w--------w

4th-8th Commended

Mike Prcic

StrateGems 2000

#2* (10+5)

Leo, Maos, Pao, Vao
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Tourney Announcements 
 

The Italian Correspondence Chess Asso-

ciation (ASIGC) announces the 5th 

International Chess Composing Tournament 
for 2002-03. Free theme original chess prob-

lems are requested for the following sec-

tions: #2, judge Oscar Bonivento; h#2, judge 
Antonio Garofalo. Originals will appear in 

"Telescacco 2000" in 2002 and 2003. Prizes 

for each section are provided as books (no 
cash or money)  and Honorable Mentions 

according to the judges opinion. Please mail 
your entries to: TS2000 - Vito Rallo, Via 

Manzoni 162 C.S. - 91100 Trapani, Italy, or 

via e-mail: rallovito@tin.it. 

Wladyslaw Rosolak 65 JT. The Polish 

magazine Problemista announces a tourna-

ment in two groups: h#2 and s#3 with a free 
theme. The winners in each group will be 

awarded books. Please send your entries by 

6/27/2002 to: Eugeniusz Iwanow, 42-218 
Czestochowa, ul. Kilinskiego 57 m 53, 

Poland. 

Youri Averbach 80 year Tournament. In 
honor of grandmaster Youri Averbach's 80th 

birthday, ARVES organizes an endgame 

study tournament. There is no obligated 
theme. There will be special prizes for stud-

ies that enrich the endgame theory. If there 

are enough of those studies, there could be a 
special category set up for them. Judge: 

Youri Averbach. Prices: Books. Send your 

entry before 01-01-2003 to: Harm Benak, 
Kamperfoeliezoom 50 2353 RS   Leider-

dorp, The Netherlands. Or email to: 

Benak@tip.nl Please do not forget to in-
clude the name 'Averbach-80' with your 

entry. 

Paoli Jubilee Tourney. L'Italia Scacchis-
tica announces a tourney for studies to cele-

brate Enrico Paoli's  95th birthday. Free 

theme. Prizes: 1st 75 EUROs, 2nd 50 EU-
ROs, 3rd 25 EUROs. Other prizes: books 

and subscriptions to L'Italia Scacchistica 

and to Studistica. Tournament Director: 
Adolivio Capece. Judge: Enrico Paoli. 

Deadline: January 13th, 2003. Send origi-

nals studies Paoli 95 - JT to: L'Italia Scac-

chistica, via Lamarmora 40, I - 20122 Mi-

lano, Italy. 

Jan Hannelius 85JT. To mark the 85th 
birthday of Jan Hannelius, Suomen Tehtäv-

äniekat announces a tourney for orthodox 

threemovers with free theme. Entries should 
be sent by the 1st of October, 2002, to: Neal  

Turner, Vanha Hämeenkyläntie 26 A, 00390 

Helsinki, Finland. The judge will be an-

nounced later. 

Eero Bonsdorff 80JT. To mark the 80th 

birthday of Eero Bonsdorff, Suomen Tehtäv-
äniekat announces a tourney for mathemati-

cal chess problems. Entries should be sent 

by the 1st of December, 2002, to: Neal 

Turner, Vanha Hämeenkyläntie 26 A, 00390 

Helsinki, Finland. The judge will be an-

nounced later. 
Witztum 50th JT. To celebrate the 50th 

birthday of Menachem Witztum (born in 

Israel 2.9.1952) a composing tourney is 
announced. Helpmates in 2 are required with 

the following theme: In the final position the 

black King, standing on square 'x', is threat-
ened from square 'y' by a line piece 'A' 

('A'=Q,R,B). A double check on the mating 

move is not allowed. In the initial position, a 
Black piece and a White piece (any pieces, 

including Pawns) are situated on the interval 

between squares 'x' and 'y', while the black 
King and the line piece 'A' are standing on 

squares that are different from 'x' and 'y' 

respectively (their final squares). Zeroposi-
tion settings are not allowed. 

Witzum 50th JT ExampleW________w
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdw$w]
[wdwdNdwd]
[dBdwdr)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[1wdPdk)w]
[wdw0N0wd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

a) 1. Kg4  Bd7  2. Rf3    Nf4#   ('x'=g4, 

'y'=d7) 
b) 1. Rb4  Nd4+ 2. Ke3  Re7#  ('x'=e3, 

'y'=e7) 

Judge : Menachem Witztum. Prizes: 1st 
$150, 2nd $ 100, 3rd  $50. Closing date Sep-

tember 2nd , 2002. Entries should be sent to: 

Emanuel Navon: Arlozorov 108, Holon, 
58384, Israel. email : e_navon@inter.net.il 

Memorial P.Drumare. The editors of Phé-

nix are conducting a tourney to commemo-
rate Pierre Drumare. Please send orthodox 

moremovers having a task (any kind) to: 

Denis Blondel, 19 rue de Rome, 94510 La 
Queue en Brie, France (e-mail: dblon-

del@magic.fr by 7/31/2002). 

108 9th-13th Commended

J.Kuhlmann & B.Stephenson

StrateGems 2000

#2  BeamtenChess (7+5)
Grasshopper q

W________w
[Qdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdNdPdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[!bGwdrdw]
w--------w

9th-13th Commended

Newman Guttman

StrateGems 2000

H#2  b) Bb1→d8     (7+4)
Grasshoppers Q

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwGwdwdw]
[w!wdwdwd]
[0wIw0wdw]
[P0p0P0p0]
[dNdwgwhR]
w--------w

9th-13th Commended

Michael Neumeier

StrateGems 2000

H=4 Vaulting Kings (7+11)

w________w
[wdbdNdwd]
[dpdkdwdw]
[wdNdwgwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

9th-13th Commended

D.Collin & O.Ronat

StrateGems 2000

H#3   Circe            (4+5) 

b) Equipollent Circe

9th-13th Commended - (Neumeier - F0175) Funny. Solution: 1.cxb1N+ Ke4 2.d1N Qxe1 
3.gxh1N Qxg1 4.f1N Qg8=  

9th-13th Commended - (Collin/Ronat - F0206) A good hybrid. Solution: a) 1.Kxe8[Nb1] 

Nc3 2.Be6 Nd5 3.Bf7 Nxf6[Bf8]# b) 1.Kxe8 e5 2.Bd7 exf6[Bg7] 3.Bf8 f7# 

 

All claims of anticipation to Mike Prcic by October 1, 2002. 

StrateGems 2000 Moremovers Award Correction 
 

 Following the comments by Christian Poisson, and after careful review, the judge Jim 

Grevatt decided to remove the 1st Honorable Mention (L. Makaronez/J. Pavlov) from the 
award. The problem has a dual in the threat (2.Nd6+ and Nb5) as well as a dual in the main 

variation (1…Rxc4 2.Nxg7+/Ne7+). 

 All the problems with Honorable Mentions move up one place. The new rankings are: 1st 

HM, Bota Stojanovic; 2nd HM, E.Fomichev/V.Shavyrin; 3rd HM, Yuri Sushkov. The order of 

Commendations remains the same. 

Letter to the Editor 

 
 Joost de Heer, from Holland sent us this letter:  
  

 "In his article about 'Sensitive Kings', (diagram E, Peter Wong) the twin stipulation is 

missing (Joost did not provide it in his letter). Also, in the text Mr. Ridley says: 'It's a pity a 
Pao variation could not be found'. However, in One hundred chess composition, Peter Wong's 

own selection of his best problems, he writes: 'A fifth part featuring matched Pao promotions 

(making this a 'Super Babson') is possible, but requires too many changes: h2→h1, h5→h7 and 

Royals change color. 1.e1=P e8=P 2.Pg1 Ph8#.  

 Furthermore, in his closing sentence, Mr. Ridley wonders if there are any problems with 

white Sensitive Kings getting mated. This is of course already done as is shown in diagram H 
of the same article." 

 

Editor's note. The editors of StrateGems encourage all readers to write to us. We like to hear 

from you about our magazine; what you like and what might be improved. If you have an 

interesting article, please send it to us. We appreciate your participation in making our maga-

zine better. 

nNnNnNnN

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIwdw1]
[dPdwdw1w]
[wdwiwdw)]
[dwHndwdw]
[wGpHw)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
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No.7 1.Rb5[A]? (2.Ne7[B]#) d2!, 1.Ne7[B]? (2.Rb5[A]#) Bxe5!, 1.Rd7[C]? (2.Nb4[D]#) f4!; 

1.Nb4[D]! (2.Rd7[C]#), 1…f4/Rxb4/Rxb7/Nxd4/exd5 2.Qxh7/Nh4/Ne1/Rf4/Qxd5# 
No.8 1…dxe4 2.Rd5[A]#, 1…d4 2.f4[B]#, 1…Rxd3 2.Qf4[C]#, 1.Nf6? (2.Rxd5[A]#, 

2.f4[B]+?), 1…Rxd6 2.f4[B]#, 1…d4 2.Nxd7#, 1…Kxd6 2.Qf4[C]#, 1…Rxd3 2.Bf4#, 

1…Nd4!; 1.Ng5! (2.f4[B]#, 2.Rxd5[A]+?), 1…Rf3 2.Rxd5[A]#, 1…dxe4 2.Nf7#, 1…Kf4 
2.Ng6# 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdRdpdNI]
[dBdk)w)w]
[wdw0n4Pd]
[)RdpgPdw]
[w)whwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdRdwdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[wdw0PGbH]
[dp)p)w4p]
[wdpiwdpd]
[0wdPdwdB]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw!Rdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Kdwdw!wd]
[dN)wdwdw]
[w0p)wdnd]
[0wdw0wGw]
[wiBdwdwd]
[dPdwdNgw]
[p)wdpdpd]
[dwdw1wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dQ$wdpdw]
[w0wGw)wI]
[dp0wdwhw]
[wdwiNhwd]
[dPdwgBdw]
[pHw0Rdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.9 Valeriy Shavyrin

1st Prize, Romanian

Federation Cup 2000

#3                         (12+8)

No.10 Evgeniy Fomichev

1st Prize, Meeting

of Solidarity,  2000

#3                        (11+10)

No.11 Zlatko Mihajlovski 

1st Place, The League

of Macedonian Prob. ‘00

#3 (10+11)

No.12 Robin Matthews

1st Prize

diagrammes 1997-99

#3                      (10+10)

W________w
[wdBGndwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdw0R$]
[dN0pirdw]
[wdwdwgwd]
[dp)Pdwdw]
[wdNdw0w)]
[dbdwdrdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw!wgwd]
[4wdndPdw]
[w0wipdp4]
[0PHwdw$w]
[PdpdP)wd]
[dwGw0Ndw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dKhwdwdb]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0KGpdp!w]
[BHp)wdwh]
[4wiw)wdw]
[PHw0ndw4]
[dwdpdwdq]
[w$wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwHwHwG]
[dw)wdPdb]
[pdwdwdwd]
[$n4k)wdw]
[w$pdndp4]
[dw0w)wdw]
[wdwdw!w0]
[dwdwdKdB]
w--------w

No.13 M. Marandyuk 

& V.Shavyrin, 1st Prize

Springaren 1999

#3 (10+11)

No.14 Valeriy Shavyrin

1st Prize, Buletin

Problemistic 1998-99

#3                       (11+14)

No.15 M. Keller 

& T.Zirkwitz, 1st Prize

Israel Ring Ty. 1996-97

#3 (10+12)

No.16 V. Rudenko 

& V.Chepizhny, 1st Prize

The Problemist 1999

#3 (12+11)

No.9 1.Rc7! (2.fxe4+ Nxe4/Rxe4/Kxe4 3.Bc4[A]/Ne7[B]/Bc6[C]#), 1...Ne~ 2.Bc4[A]+ Nxc4 

3.Rb5#, 1...Nd6 2.Ne7[B]+ Kxe5 3.Rc5#, 1...Nc5 2.Bc6[C]+ Kc5 3.Rb5#, (1...Nc3 2.Ba6 ~ 
3.Bb7#), (1.Rc8? Nc3 2.Ba6 Rf7!) 

No.10 1.Bg2! (2.Nf5+ Rxf5/Bxf5 3.dxc4/exd6#), 1...Bxd3 2.exd6+ Re5 3.Nf5#, 1...Rxe5 

2.dxc4+ Bd3 3.Nf5#, (1...dxc5/c3/dxe5/cxd3 2.Rd8/Qf4+/Bxg5/cxd6) 

No.11 The theme: A sacrifice of rear-battery piece, which leaves the battery. 1.Nc5? Kxc5 

2.d7+, 1...a4!; 1.Qf4! (2.Qd2+ Qxd2 3.Bxd2#), 1...exf4 2.Nd4 Ne7 3.Nc2#, 1...Nxf4 2.Nxe5 

Qd2 3.Nxc6#, 1...Bxf4 2.Nxe1 a1N 3.Nd3#, (1...Qc3 2.bxc3+ Kxc3 3.Qd2#) 

No.12 1.Nxc5! (2.Ne6+ fxe6/Nfxe6/Ngxe6 3.Qxb6/Qd5/Qe4#), 1…Nfe6 2.Qd5+ Kc3 

3.Nca4#, 1…Nge6 2.Qe4+ Kc3 3.Nd1#, 1…Kc3 2.Nca4+ Kxb3/Kd4 3.Rc3/Qxb6#, 1…bxc5 

2.Rxe3 ~/Kxe3/Nfe6/Nge6 3.Bxc5/Bxc5/Rd3/Qe4# 

No.13 1.Rh4? (2.Rg7 ~/Nxg7 3.Re7/Bc7#) but not 2.Nd6? (3.Nf7#) Nxd6! or 2.Nbd4? 

(3.Nf3#) Bf~!, 1…Rg5 2.Nd6 (3.Nf7#) Nxd6 3.Bxf6# (2.Nbd4? Rg3!), 1…Rh5 2.Nbd4 
(3.Nf3#) cxd4 3.cxd4# (2.Nd6? Rh7!), 1…Rg1!; 1.Rg4! (2.Rh7 ~/Ng7 3.Re7/Bc7#), 1…Rg5 

2.Nbd4 (3.Nf3#) cxd4 3.cxd4# (2.Nd6? Rg7!), 1…Rh5 2.Nd6 (3.Nf7#) Nxd6 3.Bxf6# 

(2.Nbd4? Rh3!) 
No.14 1.Bd4! (2.Rd5+ exd5 3.e5#), 1…Bg7 2.Be5+ Kxc5/Bxe5 3.Qe7/f8Q#, 1…Rh5 2.Re5 

(3.Rxe6#) Rxe5 3.fxe5#, 1…Nd3 2.Ne5 (3.Nxc4#) Nxe5 3.fxe5# 

No.15 1.Qg3? (2.Qxh3 3.Nxd3/Nxd7#) Nf2!, 1.Qg4? Nf6!; 1.Qg2! (2.Qxh3), 1…Nf6 2.Nxd7+ 
Nxd7 3.Qxc6#, 1…Nf2 2.Nxd3+ Nxd3 3.Qc2# 
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Recent Tourney Winners  

by Mike Prcic 

 
 The comments and solutions were obtained from the magazines which originally 
published the awards. All studies were obtained from the magazine EG (End Games). 

W________w
[wdwdwIwd]
[0wgwdwGw]
[wdR)wdwd]
[4p)k)wdw]
[ndwHpdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dN!RdBdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwGwdwd]
[dw)w)wdr]
[whwiphQ0]
[$wdwHwdw]
[pdPdBdwd]
[dwdbdwdw]
[w0wHwdwd]
[dwgRdwIw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwHqdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdQd]
[dNdkdwdP]
[w)bdwdp$]
[dwdw0wdp]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIB!n]
[wdw0whwd]
[dwdPibdw]
[w)w$PdwH]
[dw$w)p0w]
[wdwdw4wd]
[Gwdwdw4w]
w--------w

No.1 Lennart Larsson

1st Prize

Springaren 1999

#2* (11+9)

No.2 Gaspar J. Perrone

1st Prize, Industrialnoe

Zaporozhye 2000

#2*                          (7+8)

No.3 Vyacheslav Kopaev

1st Prize

diagrammes 1999

#2 (11+9)

No.4 Gerhard Maleika

1st Prize

Phénix 1998

#2                       (11+10)

W________w
[ndwdwHwd]
[dBdw)p0r]
[q0w)wdP0]
[dRdw)kdw]
[wHRdw0wI]
[dQGwdwdw]
[p)wdwdPd]
[dbdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdKGwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[w0pdw$wd]
[dwdPiwdw]
[wdwgrHPd]
[drdwdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dbdRHwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[Kdwdwdwg]
[dQdwdwdr]
[pdNdpdwd]
[dwdRGpdw]
[wdP)kdwd]
[dwdp0wdw]
[wdwdn$Nd]
[drdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwIwd]
[dBdpHwdN]
[w4w)wdw!]
[dw0piPdp]
[w0wdPdwd]
[dw)R4wdP]
[wdndw)wd]
[dwGwdRdw]
w--------w

No.5 H. Uitenbroek & 

J. de Boer, 1st Prize

NBvS-70 JT 2001

#2 (14+11)

No.6 F. De Rosa

1st Prize

L’Italia Scacchistica 1999

#2 (10+8)

No.7 Jorge M. Kapros

1st Prize

Problemas 1999

#2 (10+10)

No.8 Givi Mosiashvilli

1st Prize, Macedonian 

Problemist 2000

#2* (14+9)

No.1 1...Bxd6+/e3 2.Rxd6/Bg2#, 1.Qc3? (2.Qxb3#) Nb2/Nb6! (2.Nc3+?), 1.Qa3? (2.Qxb3#) 

e3! (2.Bg2+?), 1.Qe3? (2.Qxb3#) Bxd6+! (2.Rxd6+?), 1.Qf4? (2.Qf7#), 1...e3 2.Qf3#, 

1...Bxd6+!, 1.Qg5? (2.e6#), 1...e3/Bxd6+ 2.Qg2/exd6#, 1...Bd8!; 1.Qh6! (2.Qe6#), 

1...e3/Bxd6+ 2.Qh1/Qxd6# (1...Nc5 2.Nc3#) 

No.2 Theme Melnikov: Black defenses threaten to mate White. 1...Qe4[a] (2...Qh#[I]) 
2.Qd6[A]#, 1...Qe5[b] (2...Qg3#[II]) 2.Qc6[B]#; 1.Qxg4! (2.Qd4#), 1...Qe4[a] (2...Qb1#[III]) 

2.Qxe4[C]#, 1...Qe5[b] (2...Qa1#[IV]) 2.Qxc4[D]#. Changed black threats and changed white 

mates. 
No.3 1.Rc2[A]? (zz), 1…Rg1~/Rgg2/B~/Bxe4/Rf2~ 2.Qxg3/Rdc4/Ng6/Rd1/Nxf3#, 

1…Rff1[a]!, 1.Rc1[B]? (zz), 1…Rff1/Bxe4 2.Rdc4/Rd2#, 1…Rgg2[b]!, 1.Rdc4[C]? (zz), 

1…Rff1[a]/Rgg2[b] 2.Rc1[B]/Rc2[A]#, 1…Bxe4!; 1.Rcc4! (zz), 1…Rg1~/Rgg2/Rf2~/ 
Rff1/B~/Bxe4 2.Qxg3/Rd2[E]/Nxf3/Rd1[D]/Ng6/Rxe4[F]# 

No.4 1.Qg3! (2.c5#), 1…Bxe4 2.Qa3[A]/Nxe4[B]#, 1…Nxe4 2.Nxe4[B]/e8N[C]#, 1…Nfd7 

2.e8N[C]/Nf7[D]#, 1…Nbd7 2.Nf7[D]/c8N[E]#, 1…Nxc4 2.c8N[E]/Ndxc4[F]#, 1…Bxc4 
2.Ndxc4[F]/Qa3[A]# 

No.5 1.Bc~? (2.Qh3#) Qxb5!, 1.Bd4? Qxb7!, 1.Rc~? (2.Qxf7#) Qxb7!, 1.Rd4? Qxb5!; 1.Nc6! 

(2.Nd4#), 1…Qxb5/Qxb7/f3 2.Bc8/e6/g4# 
No.6 1.c4? (2.Ng6[A]#), 1…Rxf4 2.Re6[B]#, 1…Re~[a]!, 1.Neg2? (2.Re6[B]#), 1…gxf6 

2.Bc7[C]#, 1…Rxf4[b]!, 1.g5? (2.Bc7[C]#), 1…Bc5 2.Ng6[A]#), 1…gxf6[c]!; 1.Rd3! 

(2.Nf3#), 1…Re~[a] 2.Ng6[A]#, 1…Rxf4[b] 2.Re6[B]#, 1…gxf6[c] 2.Bc7[C]#, (1…Rxd3 
2.Nexd3#) 
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No.23 1.Kf1 Ng2 2.Bb7 Ng3+ 3.Kf2 Ne4+ 4.Kf3 Nc3 5.Kg3 Ne2+ 6.Kh3 Ng1+ 7.Kg4 Ne2  

8.Kf3 Nd4(Ng1)+ 9.Kg3 Ne2+ 10.Kh3 Ng1+ 11.Kg3 Ne2+ 12.Kf2 Nef4 13.Kf1 Kh2  14.Bxg2 
wins. 

No.24 1.Ne7+ Kf8 2.g7+ Kxg7 3.Qxd4+ Be5 4.Qxe5+ Qf6 5.Ne6+ Kf7  6.Nd8+ Kg7  7.Nxf5+ 

Kg6 8.Ne7+ Kg7 9.Ne6+ Kf7 10.Ng5+ Kg7 11.Nf5+ Kg6 12.Nxh4+ Kg7 13.Nf5+ Kg6  

14.Ne7+ Kg7 15.Ne6+ Kf7 16.Nd8+ Kg7 17.Nf5+ Kg6 18.Qxf6+ Kxf6 19.Ne3 Ke5 20.Kc3 

Kf4  21.Kd2 wins. 

W________w
[wdwdwdnd]
[dwdw!wdw]
[wdwdRdwd]
[dp0wdwdw]
[wiN0R0wd]
[dwHK0Pdw]
[ndBdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Ndwdwdwd]
[dwdw$Ndn]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdkdw)w]
[pdwdp)w!]
[)p$pGw)w]
[qdp)pdwd]
[dwIn4b4B]
w--------w

W________w
[BdwHwdwd]
[drdwdw!w]
[bdw0wdwd]
[$ndkdwHw]
[RIpdw0pd]
[Gw)wdPdP]
[Pdw)w)w)]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdBGwd]
[dw$wdp)w]
[w)wdw)wg]
[dwdk0K0q]
[pdwdwdpd]
[dP0pdwdP]
[Ndw)b!wd]
[dwdw4wdw]
w--------w

No.25 L. Szwedowski

1st Prize

Y.Cheylan-60

s#3*                        (9+8)

No.26 A. Selivanov &

A. Azhusin, 1st Prize

Orbit 2000

s#5 (13+14)

No.27 Leonid Makaronez

1st Prize

Probleemblad 1994

s#4                       (15+8)

No.28 Wenelin Alaikow

1st Prize

Probleemblad 1995

s#4                     (12+12)

No.25 Set: 1...dxc3 2.Qb7 (zz) Ng~ 3.RxN Nc1#; 1.Qh4! (zz), 1...Nxc3 2.Qe1 (zz), 1...dxc3 

2.Rb6 (zz), 1...Nf6/Nh6 2.Rxf6/Rxh6 (zz) dxc3/Nxc3 3.Rb6/Qe1, 1...Ne7 2.Rxe7 (zz) 
dxc3/Nxc3 3.Rb7/Qe1 (zz) Nc1/bxc4# 

No.26 1.Rc8? (2.Nc7+ Kc4(c6) 3.Nb5+ Kd5 4.Nc3+ Nxc3#) but 1...Bh3!, 1.Ba7? (2.Nb6+ 

Kd4 3.Nc4+ Kd5 4.Ne3+ Nxe3#) but 1...Rxg3!; 1.Qh6! (2.Re5+ fxe5 3.Rxd3+ Kc4 4.Qc6+ 

Kxd3 5.Qc3+ Nxc3#), 1...Rg2 2.Rc8!, 1...Bg2 2.Ba7!, 1…Rxh1 2.Rc8! 

No.27 1.Ngf7! (~ 2.Qg4 ~ 3.Qc8 ~ 4.Qc5+ dxc5#), 1...gxf3 2.d3 cxd3 3.Qg5+ Ke4 4.Kb3+ 

Nd4#, 1...gxh3 2.Ne5 dxe5 3.Qf7+ Kd6 4.Kxc4+ Nxa3# 

No.28 1.Ba3! (2.Rc5+ Kd6 3.Rxc3+ Kd5 4.Rxd3+ Bxd3#), 1...e4 2.Nb4+ Kd6 3.Nxd3 Kd5 

4.Nf4+ gxf4#, 1...Bd1(f3) 2.Rd7+ Kc6 3.Re7+ Kd5 4.Rxe5+ Rxe5#, 1...axb3 2.Bc6+ Kc4 

3.Bd7+ Kd5 4.Be6+ fxe6# 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Rdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdkdw]
[Bdw!wdwG]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Ndwdwdwd]
[GwdPdwdr]
[wdPdRdwd]
[)w)w0w0w]
[Kdwiwdwd]
[dQ$wdBdp]
[wdw)pdw1]
[dwdwHwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[BdwIwdwd]
[Hw)w)p)w]
[wHwibdw$]
[$wdp4wdP]
[wdw)wdQ0]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.29 Andrey Selivanov

1st-2nd Prize

Ural Problemist 2000

s#5                         (5+2)

W________w
[wdwgwHwd]
[$w0BiP)p]
[Qdwdb4p)]
[0wdPdwIw]
[w4wdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$wdw]
w--------w

No.30 Valentin Rudenko 

1st Place, The League

of Macedonian Prob. ‘00

s#2 (11+9)

No.31 Andrey Selivanov

1st Prize

Shahmat. Comp. 2000

s#6                       (13+7)

No.32 Petko A. Petkov

1st Prize

diagrammes 1999

s#6                      (14+6)

No.29 1.Be6! (zz), 1...fxe6 2.Qg5 e5 3.Bg3 e4 4.Be1 e3 5.Qg1 e2#, 1...f5 2.Qd1+ Ke3 3.Ke1 

f4 4.Bh3 f3 5.Bf1 f2#, 1...f6 2.Bh3 f5 3.Bg4+ fxg4 4.Qe1 g3 5.Bg1 g2# 
No.30 Theme: Black correction play of any kind. 1.Be8? (zz), 1...Rf6~ 2.Qd6+[A] Kxd6#, 

1...Rxf7 2.d6+[B] Kxe8#, 1...a4!; 1.Ba4! (zz), 1...Rf6~ 2.d6[B] Kxf7#, 1...Rxf7 2.Qd6+[A] 

Kxd6#, (1...Kxf7 2.Qxe6 Rxe6#) Reciprocal changes between try and solution. 
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No.16 1.Nd7?[A] (2.Nb6#), 1…Rc6/Rxc7 2.Rb1[C]/Qe2[D] (3.Rd1/Qd1#), 1…Rh6!, 

1.Nfe6?[B] (2.Nf4#), 1…Rc6/Rxc7 2.Qe2[D]/Rb1[C], 1…g3!, 1.Rb1[C]? (2.Rd1#), 
1…Rc6/Rxc7 2.Nd7[A]/Nfe6[B], 1…Nd4!; 1.Qe2[D]! (2.Qd1#), 1…Rc6/Rxc7 

2.Nfe6[B]/Nd7[A] A double reciprocal change. 

W________w
[wHwGkdBd]
[dpdw)bdw]
[wIwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w4w$Nhwd]
[0rdqdwdw]
[PdwdNdwd]
[$P0kdPdK]
[wdwdp)wg]
[dPGw)Bdn]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdBdwdwd]
[dwdw0KHw]
[wdr)wdNd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdp4kdpd]
[gndwdwdp]
[wdPdwdw)]
[dwdwdwGw]
w--------w

W________w
[w1wiNdw4]
[dr0wgQ0w]
[w0p0wdK0]
[dwdwdBdn]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdn]
[wdNdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.17 Marcel Tribowski

1st Prize

The Problemist 1999

#6                           (9+9)

No.18 M. Nedashkovski

1st Prize

Jorma Pitkanen 60JT 2001

#5                         (6+4)

No.19 A. Bulavka & 

V.Volchek, 1st Prize e.a.

The Problemist 2000

#4                       (14+10)

No.20 Alois Johandl

1st Prize

Schach-Aktiv 2000

#9                        (5+15)

No.17 1.Ne6/Nh5? Bc1/Rd3 2.Re5+ & 3.Nh4, but 1...Kxf5/Bxd6!, 1.Re5+/Rf4+? Kf3/Kd5  

2.Nh4+/Nxe7+ Kf4/Kxd6!; 1.Bb7! (2.Bxc6+), 1...Na5  2.Re5+ Kf3  3.Nh4+ Kf4  4.Rf5+ Ke4  
5.Ne6 (6.Ng5) Bc1 6.Nc5#, 1...Rxd6  2.Rf4+ Kd5  3.Nxe7+ Ke5  4.Rf5+ Ke4  5.Nh5 (6.Ng3) 

Rd3  6.Nf6# 

No.18 1.Nd7! (2.Nf6#), 1…Kxd7 2.Bxf7 Kd6 3.e8R Kd7 4.Bf6 Kd6 5.Rd8#, 1…Bxg8 2.Nf6+ 
Kf7 3.e8Q+ Kg7 4.Qxg8+ Kh6 5.Qh7# 

No.19 1.Bd2! (2.c4#), 1…c4 2.bxc4+ Kxc4 3.Be2+ Qd3 4.Rd4#, 1…Rxb5 N6c7+ Kc6 

3.Bxe4+ Qd5 Rd6#, 1…Nxf4+ Nxf4+ Ke5 3.Bc3+ Qd4 Rd5# 
No.20 1.Qe6! (2.Qd7#) Kxe8 2.Qf7+ Kd8 3.Nd4 h1Q 4.Ne6+ Kd7 5.Nxg7+ Kd8 6.Qe8+ Rxe8 

7.Ne6+ K~ 8.Ng5+ Kd8 9.Nf7# 

W________w
[wdwdwiwd]
[dbdpdwdw]
[wdw)wdKd]
[dwdwdwdN]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dw4Bdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wGBdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdn]
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwGbd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[iwdwdwdw]
[rdwdwdw)]
[dwdPdwdw]
[wgwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdK]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[qdwgwdPd]
[dwHNdpdw]
[w!w0pdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wIwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.21 Jürgen Fleck

1st Prize

Schach, 1993-94

Draw                      (5+5)

No.22 A. Sochnev

1st Prize

Herbstman 100MT, 2000

Win                        (6+4)

No.23 Jürgen Fleck

Prize

Rochade Europa 1998-99

Win                         (3+3)

No.24 S. Varov

1st-2nd Prize

Genrikh Kasparyan 90MT

Win                        (5+7)

No.21 1.Rf5+ Kb6/i 2.Rh5 Bc1/ii 3.Bxh6 Bf7  4.Rf5 Be6 (Rxh4+; Kg2) 5.Be3+/iii Bxe3 6.Re5 

Rxh4+/iv 7.Kg2 Rh2+/v 8.K(f)g3 (Kxh2?; Bf4+) Rh3+ 9.Kg2 Bc8 10.Re8 Bd7/vi 11.Re7 Bf5 

(Kc6; Rxd7) 12.Re5 Rh2+ 13.Kg3 Rh3+ 14.Kg2 Bg4 15.Re4 Bc8 16.Re8 draws. i) 1...Ka6  

2.Rh5 Bc1 3.Bxh6 Bf7 4.Rf5 Be6 5.Rc5 draws. ii) 2...Rg4 3.Rxh6+ Kb7 4.Bd6. iii) Not 5.Rf6? 

Rxh4+  6.Kg2 Rxh6, or 5.Rh5? Bg4  6.Rd5 Bf3+, or 5.Rf1? Rxh4+ 6.Kg1 Bxh6 7.Rf6 Be3+  
8.Kg2 Rh6 winning. iv) 6...Ra1+ 7.Kg2 Rg1+ 8.Kf3. v) Both 7...Bh3+ 8.Kg3, or 7...Rg4+  

8.Kf3 cost Black a piece. vi) 10...Kb7  11.Rxc8. 

A. No.22 1.Nf6/i Bc6/ii 2.h5/iii Ba4/iv 3.h6 Bxc2 4.Nxd7+/v Kg8/vi 5.h7+/vii Kh8  6.Ne5 Bxd3+  
7.Kh6 Bxh7 8.d7 Rh3+ 9.Kg5 Rg3+ 10.Kf6 Rg8 11.Nf7#. i) 1.Ng7? Bc6 2.Nf5 Ba4 3.Nd4 

Bxc2 is enough to draw. ii) 1...Rc6 2.Nxd7+ Ke8 3.Nf6+ Kf8 4.d7 Ke7 5.Kg7 Ba6 6.Be4 Rxf6  

7.d8Q+. iii) 2.Bf5? Rg3+ 3.Bg4 Ba4 4.c4 Rc3 5.h5 Rxc4 6.h6 Rc1 7.h7 Bc2+ 8.Kh6 Bxh7  
9.Kxh7 Kf7 drawn. iv) Black’s defensive plan is for bB to take on c2 and sacrifice for wPh7. v) 

4.Bxc2? Rxc2 5.h7 Rg2+ 6.Kh6 Rg6+  7.Kxg6 stalemate. vi) 4...Ke8 5.Bxc2, and Rxc2 6.Nf6+ 

Kf8 7.h7 Rg2+ 8.Ng4 Rxg4+ 9.Kh5 wins, or 5...Kxd7 6.Bf5+ Kxd6 7.h7, winning. vii) 
5.Nf6+? Kh8  6.Bxc2 Rxc2 draw. 
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No.39 Theme: In two or more solutions the same arrival square is used for Black’s first moves 

and in each solution the same square is used for mating moves. I. 1.Nxd3 Re5 2.Nc1 Nac3#, II. 
1.Bxd3 Rb5 2.Bxe2 c3#, III. 1.cxd3 Rc5 2.d2 Nbc3# 

No.40 I. 1.Rd5 Nxa4 2.Qxa4 Nxc6#, II. 1.Nd5 Nxg6 2.Bxg6 Nxe2#, III. 1.g5 Ncd5 2.exd5 

Nf5#, IV. 1.Qc8 Ned5 2.cxd5 Nxb5# 

(SG16 Stalemate solutions continued from page 94) 

Q0070 (Olszewski) 1.Rc1 Rd1! 2.cxd1B Qxh3 3.Bgc2 Bd3! 4.Kxd3 Qf1 5.Ba1 Bc3! 6.Rb2 
Rb3! 7.axb3 Nf6= (pin-model) An astounding feat: 4 bi-color Bristols (3 with anti-Bristol 

effects) in a single-liner! Although general outline of stalemate position fairly clear, quite 
hard to fit solution together.  A very competent problem (CCF), Absolutely spectacular! 
(DD), Massive immobilization exercise with 4 Bristols -- a record? (JM) 
Q0071 (Heinonen)1.d1N Kb6 2.Ne3 fxe3 3.a1B e4 4.Bf6 e5 5.g1R exf6 6.Rg7 fxg7 7.e1Q 
gxf8Q+ 8.Qe8 Qxf3  9.Qc6+ Qxc6= The task of AUW+1 in h=n has been shown before (dia-

gram B, page 93. Solution:  1.f1N Kxc3 2.Ng3 hxg3 3.c1B gxh4 4.Bg5 hxg5 5.e1R gxf6 

6.Re7 fxe7 7.b1Q e8Q+  8.Qb8 Qxf7  9.Qc7 Qxc7=).  But the reduction of (captures of) 2 

black units, and better wK utilization, pushes this to new heights! Excelsior with AUW.  Very 
accomplished composition (CCF), Neat AUW with only 9 men -- the previous h= re-
cord was 11 men (JM) 
Q0072 (Heinonen) 1.e1R d4 2.Re5 dxe5 3.g1R exf6 4.Rg7 fxg7 5.b1R gxf8Q 6.Ba1 Qxf7 7.b2  
Qxa2 8.c1R Nc4 9.Nc2 Qa4=  (pin-model) And here, another record is surpassed: four promo-

tions to bR in a helpstalemate!  Four promotions to bR with excelsior and phoenix theme 
thrown in. Very well done (CCF), Record for h= cleverly raised from 3 bR promotions 
to 4 (JM). Note diagram C, page 93, in which the newborn triplets remain in the final position 

(Solution: 1.e1R Nxd5 2.Ra1 Nxe3 3.Ra2 Nxf1 4.gxf1R fxg5 5.Rfa1 gxh6 6.f1R hxg7 7.Rfb1 
gxh8R  8.c1B Rxh2= 

Vukota Nikoletić Memorial Tourney 

 

The Editors of Orbit announce a formal tournament in memory of our 

regular collaborator Vukota Nikoletic, for S# in 3 to 5 moves with any 

theme. Judge: Ivan Denkovski. Director: Nikola Stolev Buković 3/a, naselje 

Lisice, 1000 Skopje, MACEDONIA Closing date: 01.12.2002. 

(Fairy solutions continued from page 89)  

F0324 (Aschwanden & Gvozdjak) BL = bishoplion, RL = rooklion, NL = nightriderlion, ML = 

maoriderlion, added p when paralyzing (e.g. RLp for paralyzing rooklion) a) 4×4 Kiss: 

1.MLpf5? A 1...BLc6 a/ Npb4 b/ RLpf6~ c 2.BLe7 B/ MLg5 C/ RLf7 D Ng4/ d6/ Ng4#; but 

1...RLpf4!; 1.B? 1...a/ b/ c 2.C/ D/ A Ng4/ d6/ Ng4#; but 1...RLpf9!; 1. C? 1...a/ b/ c 2.D/ A/ 

B Ng4/ d6/ Ng4#; but 1...RLpf2!; 1.D! 1...a/ b/ c 2.A/ B/ C Ng4/ d6/ Ng4# b) 4×4 Djurasevic 

distance 1: 1.A? [2.B Ng4#] 1...b/ c 2.C/ D d6/ Ng4#; but 1...RLpf4!; 1.B? [2.C Ng4#] 1...b/ c 

2. D/ A d6/ Ng4#; but 1...RLpf9!; 1.C? [2.D Ng4#] 1...b/ c 2.A/ B d6/ Ng4#; but 1...RLpf2!; 

1.D! [2.A Ng4#] 1...b/ c 2.B/ C d6/ Ng4# c) 4×4 Djurasevic distance 2: A = F, B = G, C = E, 

D = H. 1.E? [2.F d6#] 1...c/ d7~ d 2.G/ H Ng4#; but 1...RLpf2!; 1.F? [2.E d6#] 1...c/ d 2.H/ 

G Ng4#; but 1...RLpf4!; 1.G? [2.H d6#] 1...c/ d 2.F/ E Ng4#; but 1...RLpf9!; 1.H! [2.G d6#] 

1...c/ d 2.E/ F Ng4# First combination of 4x4 Kiss, 4x4 Djurasevic Distance 1 and 4x4 Dju-

rasevic Distance 2. (authors) Excessive fairy elements used to show cycle themes more suited 

for orthodox problems (RM). I am not interested in these kinds of problems (F0323 and 

F0324).  The board is 10x10 with fairy pieces rarely used! (RT) 
 

Addendum: F0248, F0251, and F0254 were mistakenly re-published as F0285, F0295, and 

F0288 respectively. 
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No.31 1.Qb2! (2.Re3+ Kc4 3.Nb6+ Kxc5 4.Rxe5+ Qxe5 5.d4+ Qxd4+ 6.Qb4+ Qxb4#), 

1...Rxd7 2.Ra3+ Kc4 3.Nb6+ Kxc5 4.Nxd7+ Kc4 5.Nxe5+ Qxe5 6.Qb5+ Qxb5#, 1...e4 2.Rd3+ 
Kc4 3.Nb6+ Kxc5 4.Nc8+ Kc4 5.Nd6+ Qxd6 6.Qb4+ Qxb4#, 1...Qf2(Qg1) 2.Rc4+ Kxc4 

3.Nb6+ Kxc5 4.Nd5+ Kc4 5.Ne3+ Qxe3 6.Qb3+ Qxb3#, (1...Qg2(Qh1) 2.Rd3+ Kc4 3.Bd5+ 

Qxd5 4.Nb6+ Kxc5 5.Qc3+ Qc4 6.Qb4+ Qxb4#) 

No.32 1.g8B! (zz), 1…f6 2.Nbc8+ Bxc8 3.Qd7+ Bxd7 4.Ra6+ Bc6 5.Bg3 hxg3 6.e8N+ Rxe8#, 

1…f5 2.Qg5 f4 3.Nc4+ dxc4 4.Nb5+ Rxb5 5.Qc5+ Rxc5 6.c8N+ Rxc8# 

W________w
[w$wdwdw1]
[dw0pdPhw]
[w0wdB!wd]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdwdRI]
[0wdk0wdn]
[wdp0pdwd]
[dwdwdbdw]
w--------w

W________w
[ndBdwdwd]
[dwdwdp0r]
[wdw)wiwg]
[dwdwdwHK]
[w)wdpdP$]
[dpdw)wdw]
[bdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[gwdBdw0r]
[w)wdwdP0]
[dwdw)wdR]
[bdw$NiwI]
[dpdpdwdP]
[r)wdwGQ0]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdNdwdwd]
[dwdBdQdp]
[ndwdwdw)]
[4rHwiwIp]
[wgP0pdw$]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdPdw)wd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.33 W. Seibt 

&  F. Muller, 1st Prize

Die Schwalbe 1999

s#22                     (7+13)

No.34 Camillo Gamnitzer

Prize

feenschach 1995-96

s#10                       (9+9)

No.35 Camillo Gamnitzer

1st Prize

Pat-A-Mat 1998-99

s#6 (12+10)

No.36 Petko A. Petkov

1st Prize, Macedonian

Problemist 2000

s#4                    (11+10)

No.33 The try: 1.Rd8 Qxd8 2.Bf5+ Nxf5# would work except for the bPd7. 1.Rd4+ Kc3 

2.Ra4+ Kd3 3.Bc4+ Ke4 4.Ba2+ Kd3 5.Rd4+ Kc3 6.Rg4+ Kd3 7.Qf5+ Kc3 8.Qe5+ Kd3 
9.Rd4+ Kc3 10.Rxd7+ Kb4 11.Rd4+ Kc3 12.Rg4+ Kd3 13.Qf5+ Kc3 14.Qf6+ Kd3 15.Rd4+ 

Kc3 16.Ra4+ Kd3 17.Bc4+ Ke4 18.Be6+ Kd3 19.Rd4+ Kc3 20.Rg4+ Kd3 21.Rd8+ Qxd8 

22.Bf5+ Sxf5# 
No.34 1…Bb1? 2.Nxe4+! …, 1…Rh8? 2.Nh7+! Rxh7 3.Qf4+, 1.Ne6?/Nf3?/Nh3? g5!; 1.Bb7! 

(2.Nxe4+ Ke6 3.Nc5+ Kf6 4.Qf4+ Bxf4#), 1…Bb1 2.Bd5 (3.Nxe4+ Bxe4 4.Qf4+ Bf5 5.g5+) 

Ba2 3.Bxa8 (4.Nxe4+ 5.Nc5+ …) Bb1 4.Bd5 Ba2 5.Bc4 (zz) b2 (5…Rh8? 6.Nh7+ Rxh7 
7.Qf4+ … 5…Bb1? 6.Nxe4+ …) 6.Qf2+ Ke5 7.Qf5+ Kxd6 8.Qc5+ Kd7 9.Bb5+ Kd8 

10.Nxf7+ Bxf7# 

No.35 1.Rxa4? (2.Nd2+ Rxa4 3.Qg5+ hxg5#) Rxb2!; 1.b7! (2.Nd2+ Bxd4 3.Qg5+ hxg5#), 
1…Bb8 (1…Bxd4? 2.Nd2 Bxf2+ 3.Qg3+ Bxg3#) 2.e6 (3.Rf5+ Kxf5 4.Qg5+ hxg5#) Bxd7 

(2…Ba7? 3.Nd2+ etc.) 3.Ra4 (4.Nd2+) Rxa4 4.Be3+ (4.Nd2? Ra5 5.Qg5+/Rxa5 Rxg5/h5) 

Kxe3 5.Qf2+ Kxe4 6.Qe3+ Kxe3# 
No.36 1.Be8! (2.Nd3+ exd3 3.Qf4+ Ke6+ 4.Qf5+ Rxf5#), 1…Bxc5 2.f4+ exf3 e.p. 3.Re4+ 

Kxe4 4.Qe7+ Bxe7#, 1…Nxc5 2.Bxd4+ Kxd4 3.Qf6+ Kxc4 4.Bf7+ Ne6# 

W________w
[rhwdw1wd]
[0pIw0rdw]
[wdwGw0wd]
[dw0wdRdw]
[Pgpdw0nd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w1wdwdB!]
[dwdKdwdP]
[P4wdwdw0]
[$wdwHRdP]
[PdwGk)wd]
[dwdwdw0b]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdrdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdqdwd]
[dw4wdwgb]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdRhwdw]
[BdpdwdwI]
[dwdP0wdw]
[NdPdPdwd]
[dNdk4wdw]
w--------w

No.37 D.Durham & 

B.Majoros, 1st Prize

Rom. Federation Cup ‘00

h#3½  b) Pc4→d4 (4+14)

No.38 Valery Gurov

1st Prize, Meeting

of Solidarity, 2000

h#2   2 solutions  (12+7)

No.39 M. Nešić 

& M. Babić , 1st Place

League of Mac. Prob. ‘00

h#2  3 solutions       (8+9)

No.37 a) 1...Rxc5 2.Kd4 Ra5 3.b5 Be5+ 4.Kc5 Rxb5#, b) 1...Bxc5 2.Kc4 Bxa7 3.b6 Rxf4+ 

4.Kc5 Bxb6# 
No.38 I. 1.Kxd4 Rc5 2.Kxc5+ Nd3#, II. 1.Kxf5 Qf6+ 2.Kxf6+ Ng4# 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwHwdw]
[qdp4pdpd]
[dphw0wdb]
[pdwiwhwd]
[dwHPdwdw]
[wdwIpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.40 Árpád Molnár

1st Prize (v)

Orbit 2000

h#2  4 solutions    (4+14)


