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StrateGems 2008 h#2 Award 
by Živko Janevski 

 
Thirty-eight originals were published in 2008. I excluded my own H1270 as 
well as the following problems: H1296 (Menachem Witztum) was published in 

Pat a Mat 2006; H1295 (Tode Ilievski) is anticipated by A; H1322 (Vitaly 
Medintsev) is self-anticipated by B; H1317 (Toma Garai) is anticipated by C. 
The level of the tourney was good.  
 I propose the following ranking: 

W________w
[B$w4wdwd]
[dndwdwdw]
[wdwdrdwd]
[gwhwdKdw]
[pdkdwHwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdw1wdwd]
[dwdw$wdw]
w--------

3rd-4th Prize
Nikola Stolev
StrateGems 2008 (v)

h#2   b) Pa3→b2    (6+8)

W________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdb)wiwd]
[dwdpgpHw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwGwdw]
[w$wdRdwd]
[!wdwdwdK]
w--------

3rd-4th Prize
Fadil Abdurahmanović
& Mike Prcic
StrateGems 2008 (v)

h#2    2 solutions    (8+7)

W________w
[w1wdwdwg]
[dwdp0bdw]
[wdwhw!wd] 
[4wdnIwdw]
[wdpdwdwd] 
[dwdkdpdw]
[wdwdNdwd]
[dwGB4wdw]
w--------w

1st Prize
Viktor Chepizhny
StrateGems 2008

h#2    2 solutions   (5+12) 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdNdw]
[KdNdndwd]
[!Rgrdkdw]
[wdwdwdw1]
[dwdwdP)w]
[rdwdwhwd]
[dwdwdbdw]
w--------

2nd Prize
Francesko Simoni
StrateGems 2008

h#2    2 solutions      (7+8)

1st Prize - (Viktor Chepizhny - H1320) A difficult and clear setting of the 
Paros theme with white self-unpin and dual avoidance with alternate self-
block of one of two potential mate squares. An ODT with well matched white 
and black play in an excellently constructed position without white Pawns. 

Solution: 1.Sc7+ Kf4 2.Sdb5 Qf5# (Sf4?), 1.Sb5+ Kf5 2.Sdc7 Sf4# (Qf5?). 
2nd Prize - (Francesco Simoni - H1337) Complex strategic combination of 
black half-pin, alternate unpin on one of the two white pinning pieces and 
indirect masked battery creation with white ambush play and black interfer-

ence by the black masked Se6. Solution: 1.Ba3 Qb6 2.Sf4 Sd4#, 1.Rd3 Rb6 
2.Sg5 Se7#. 
3rd Prize e.a. - (Nikola Stolev - H1272v) A diagonal/orthogonal strategic 
combination of motives: black complex self-pin, black anti-Bristol, Leibovici 

interference, black square vacation, two different white line openings by the 
bSb7 and pin-mates. a) 1.Bc3 Rc1 2.Sa5 Rb4#, b) 1.Rd4 Re4 2.Sd8 Bd5#. 
3rd Prize e.a. - (Fadil Abdurahmanovic & Mike Prcic - H1268v) An interest-
ing setting of double complex anticipatory self-pin of the black Bishop, unu-

sual reciprocal transformation of the white masked direct battery into indirect 
battery and of the white indirect masked battery into direct battery. Solution: 
1.Bxf4 Rh2 2.Kxg5 Rbg2#, 1.Bxd6 Rb8+ 2.Ke7 Bc5#. 

W________w
[b4whRdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[wdwdNdpg]
[dwdBdkdw]
[wdwdpdRd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdwdndwH]
[dwdwdw4q]
w--------

1st Commendation
Francesco Simoni
StrateGems 2008

h#2   2 solutions    (7+10)

W________w
[wdwdwIwd]
[dw0wdNHw]
[wdwdwhwd]
[dwdBdwdw]
[wdPiwdwd]
[dw0w4wdw]
[wdwdw4wd]
[dwdwdwGw]
w--------

2nd Honorable Mention
Zoran Sibinović
StrateGems 2008

h#2    2 solutions     (6+6)

W________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[0wdpdwdB]
[K0wdwdwd]
[dwgpdwdw]
[R)kdndwd]
[dr)w$wdw]
[wdwdwdw1]
[dwdwdbdw]
w--------

2nd Commendation
Vitaly Medintsev
StrateGems 2008

h#2     2 solutions  (6+11)

W________w
[wdwdRdwd]
[dPdwdw0w]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIwgwd]
[dwGwhPdw]
[qdwHP)wd]
[dwdriwdN]
w--------

1st Honorable Mention
Almiro Zarur
StrateGems 2008

h#2    2 solutions   (10+6)
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1st Honorable Mention - (Almiro Zarur - H1339) An interesting setting of 
black self-pin with white masked battery play, wPe2 one-two play and pin-
mates. Solution: 1.Sc4 e3 2.Ke2 exf4#, 1.Sd5 e4 2.Bxd2 exd5#. 
2nd Honorable Mention - (Zoran Sibinovic - H1292) An economical Meredith 

setting of black half-pin with white tempo move and pin-mates. Solution: 
1.Rd2 Bf2 (tempo) 2.Rdd3 Se6#, 1.Rd3 Ke7 (tempo) 2.c5 Sf5#. 
1st Commendation - (Francesco Simoni - H1273) A nice combination of 
sacrificial white square vacation with black masked interference and mates 

on the same square. 1.Rxg4 Sxg4 2.Sb7 Bxe4#, 1.Sxe6 Rxe6 2.Rg2 fxe4#.   
2nd Commendation - (Vitaly Medintsev - H1294) A diagonal/orthogonal 
setting of gate opening with black interference, black self-pin and pin-mates. 
Solution: 1.Sf2 Bb1 2.Rxb4 Ba2#, 1.Sg3 Re8 2.Bxb4 Rc8#.  

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwgwdw]
[wdkdqdQI]
[Gw0w0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

3rd Commendation
Newman Guttman
StrateGems 2008

h#2    b) Ba3→a1   (3+7)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0N0qdpdK]
[wipdpdwd]
[dw4wdwdw]
[wdwgwdwd]
[dw0w4pdw]
[pdRdwdwd]
[dbdwhBGw]
w--------

4th Commendation
Misha Shapiro
StrateGems 2008

h#2   b) Pc3→e2   (5+15)
c) Rc2Pf7

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw0n0]
[dwdwdpgk]
[wdwdw$w0]
[dwdwdPdR]
[w0P)wdw4]
[dqdw!Kdw]
w--------

W________w
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0r]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dPdwdwdb]
[B$wdwdwI]
[dw0w)wdw]
[w0Pdw)pd]
[dwHkdNdw]
w--------

A M. Parrinello
Shakhmatna Poezia 1996

h#2   2 solutions   (7+10)

B V. Medintsev
3rd HM, Orbit 2007

h#2   2 solutions   (10+7)

W________w
[wdwdwdwg]
[4wdwdwdN]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdw0kdw]
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwdwdbdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdw$B]
w--------

C S. Trommler, Apro-Cseh
-Schneider-MT2002

h#2    b) Sh7→h5   (4+7)

3rd Commendation - (Newman Guttman - H1289) An 
interesting and economical presentation of consecutive 
unpin of both Queens. A well constructed Meredith 
position without white Pawns. Solution: a) 1.Bd4 Qf4 

2.Qd3 Qxf7#, b) 1.Bf4 Qg7 2.Qd5 Qxc3#.  
4th Commendation - (Misha Shapiro H1340)  Setting 
of triple indirect unpin of the white Rook and black 
third-pin with pin-mates. The crude twin mechanism 

prevented better placing. Solution: a) 1.Rf5 Rxc3 2.Be5 
Rb3#, b) 1.Re4 Rxc2 2.Rc1 Rb2#, c) 1.Bg7 Rf4 2.Ree5 
Rb4#.   

Appendix 
 
A) 1.Qa2 Qxh4+ 2.Bxh4 Rxf5#, 1.Qxc2 Rxh4+ 2.Sxh4 Qe8# 
B) 1.bxc1S Qf3+ 2.Se2 Rb1#, 1.gxf1S Rd4+ 2.Sd2 Qh1# 

C) a) 1.Rgg7 Rg6 2.Bg4 Rf6#, b) 1.Bb7 Bc6 2.Re4 Bd7# 
 
Many thanks to Živko for this timely award. 

StrateGems 2008 h#3 Award 
by Petko A. Petkov 

 
Thirty-six h#2.5 and h#3 problems were published in 2008. They were by 
twenty-nine authors from seventeen countries. In general, the quality of prob-

lems was satisfactory (the prize problems were excellent). However, in this 
particular field, novelty is hard to find. Often the judge has a difficult task 
determinnig what is new and what has been done already. Thus, it is impor-
tant to find some new ideas and avenues in order to keep this genre alive.  
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Two problems were eliminated: H1304 Usmanov was published in PAT A MAT 

as N553 in March, 2008; H1346 Weenink has a predecessor – Arnold Beine 
after Norma Pit, Die Schwalbe, October 2001: wKc8-Re8-Bd1 (3), bKa1-Pd2 

(2) h#2.5 2 solutions.  
 There were some lightweight problems with simple construction and ele-
mentary ideas. They were too simple to be considered for the award. There 
were two exceptions: H1345 and H1341.  

________w
[wdRdwdwI]
[dwGw$wdw]
[wdwdwHwd]
[dw0wdw4w]
[w0wgwdp0]
[dwdw)w)w]
[wdwdPiw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

1st Honorable Mention
Menahem Witztum 
& Jean Haymann
StrateGems 2008

h#2½   b) Re7→f7  (8+8)

W________w
[wdwdbdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdw)pGNd]
[dp0kgw)K]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dpdw)wdN]
[wdwdP4wd]
[dwdwdwhr]
w--------

1st Prize
Nikola Stolev
StrateGems 2008

h#3  b) Bf6→g3    (9+11)

W________w
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdw0Rdw]
[wIpdPdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[p0khw0pd]
[dwdndw4B]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

2nd Prize
Živko Janevski
StrateGems 2008

h#3    2 solutions   (5+11)

W________w
[wdqdwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdrdb0nd]
[dB)kdpdw]
[wdpdw0wd]
[dwdP$wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------

2nd Honorable Mention
Christopher Jones
StrateGems 2008

h#3  b) Be6→b7   (5+10)

1st Prize - (Nikola Stolev - H1351) After a bivalve key-move, Black realizes a 
preliminary unpin of the white Knight. What follows is rich play with line 
opening and secondary unpins by the other white Knight. It is interesting that, 

in both phases, different white Knights play to the f4-square (an excellent 
interchange of functions!) and the mating squares are the squares on which, 
in the initial setting, stand the black Bishop and Rook! Solution: a) 1.Bh2! 
Bd4 2.Rf7 Sgf4+ 3.Ke4 Sf2#,  b)1.Rf7! Be1 2.Bh2 Shf4+ 3.Kc4 Se5#.  

2nd  Prize - (Zivko Janevski - H1350)  Another excellent work from Živko! 
Here we see a very interesting Annihilation key-moves on c5/e6, black line 
opening, self-blocks and pinnings of black pieces, switchbacks by the black 
Knights, interchange of function between the white Rook and Bishop and 

Umnov on mating moves. This difficult complex is realized with only 16 pieces. 
Congratulations! Solution: 1.Sxe6! Bxg4 2.Bc3 Rxf4+ 3.Sd4 Be6#, 1.Sxc5! Rf5 
2.Rb3 Bf1+ 3.Sd3 Rc5#.  
1st Honorable Mention - (Manachem Witztum & Jean Haymann - H1297)      

A rich strategic complex with the accent on battery creations in both phases, 
after double Annihilation by the white and black Pawns, self-pins and black 
Grimshaw on e5-square. The problem just missed the prize due to unbal-
anced play in two solutions. The solution b) is better because of the play of 

white S/R battery and unpinning by the white Knight. Solution: a) 1...Bb6! 
2.Be5 Rxc5 3.Kxe3 Rc2#, b) 1...Rg8 2.Re5 Sxg4+ 3.Kxg3 Sf2#.  
2nd Honorable Mention - (Christopher Jones - H1349)  The main elements 
of this problem: line opening, white critical moves and preparation for black 

anticipatory pin, have been seen before.  However, the author demonstrates 
nice play, difficult solutions and good technique. Unfortunately, the first 
solution is better than the second since, after 1.Bd7, we have a distant block 
on d7-square (very good!) but after 1.Rxc5! there is no such element. Also, the 

capture on c5-square is not thematic. Solution:  a) 1.Bd7 Re8 2.Se7 d4 3.Ke6 
Bxc4#,  b) 1.Rxc5 Be8 2.Qd7 dxc4+ 3.Kc6 Re6#. 
3rd Honorable Mention - (Viktor Zaitsev & Alexandr Bulavka - H1328)  A 
complete cycle of black and white captures. It is a difficult idea (a task) which 

(as is often the case with tasks) suffers in the aesthetical aspect. However, 
considering the difficulty, it deserves a modest award.  Solution: a) 1.Rxh4+ 
Kxh4 2.Rxg3 Rxg3 3.Qb6 Ra3#, b)1.Rxg3+ Kxg3 2.Bxg2 Sxg2 3.Qc1 Se3#, 

c)1.Bxg2+ Kxg2 2.Rxh4 Bxh4 3.a6 Bd8#. 
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W________w
[wdwdwdKd]
[dp0wdpdw]
[wiwdn)w)]
[0wdwdrdw]
[wdwhwgwG]
[dwdw)wdR]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

Commendation
Henk Weenink
StrateGems 2008

h#3    b) Pc7→b5   (7+9)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0w1wdw0r]
[wdw0wdwd] 
[ipdwdPdw] 
[whwdw)PH] 
[drdwdwGK]
[w0w0p0R)]
[dwdwgbdw]
w--------wh#3   b) Ka5→d1  (8+15) 

c) Qc7→a4

3rd Honorable Mention
Viktor Zaitsev & 
Aleksandar  Bulavka
StrateGems 2008 W________w

[kdwdbdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[dK!wdwdw]
w--------

Commendation
Mike Prcic
StrateGems 2008

h#3     2 solutions    (3+4)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIw0wd]
[dqdwdB0w]
[wdwdPdw$]
[dwdwdkdw]
w--------

Commendation
Guy Sobrecases
StrateGems 2008

h#2½   2 solutions   (4+4)

Commendation - (Mike Prcic - H1345) A nice miniature with two Rook 
promotions combined with fine white King and Queen moves and echo model-
mates: Solution: 1.bxa2+! Kb2 2.a1R Qxc4 3.Ra7 Qc8#, 1.b2! Kc2 2.b1R Qh6 

3.Rb8 Qa6#.  
Commendation - (Guy Sobrecases - H1341)  An ANI helpmate (with two 
thematically different solutions). The author’s main goal was to have two 
difficult solutions. Solution: 1...Rf2+ 2.Kg1 Rf1+ 3.Kh2 Rh1#, 1...Bg2+ 2.Kxe2 

Bf1+ 3.Kf3 Be2#.  
Commendation - (Henk Weenink - H1278)  The matrix (reciprocal creation 
of white B/R and R/B batteries) is ‘old shoe’. However, the novelty seems to 
be that the author combined white play with four black captures on e3-, f2-, 

f6- and h6-squares (Annihilation). Multiple sacrifices by the black Rook and 
Bishop seem, at first sight, interesting. Unfortunately, these moves are easy 
to find due to the awkward setting of white pieces in the initial position. Solu-
tion: a) 1.Bxe3 Rxe3 2.Rxf2 Bxf2 3.Sb5 Rxe6#, b) 1.Rxf6 Bxf6 2.Bxh6 Rxh6 

3.Sc7 Bxd4#.  

W________w
[rdwHKdB1]
[dwdwdwdr]
[w0wdwdw0]
[dwdniwdw]
[pdwdwdpd]
[hpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

Commendation
Mecislovas Rimkus
StrateGems 2008

h#3   b) Sd5→f4   (3+12)
c) Ke5→c5

Commendation - (Mecislovas Rimkus - H1348)  
- Unpins by the white pieces after three sacrifices 
by the black Rook. Solution: a) 1.Rf7 Kxf7 2.Kf5 

Se6 3.Qe5 Bh7#, b) 1.Re7+ Kxe7 2.Ra5 Bh7 3.Rd5 
Sc6#, c) 1.Rd7! Kxd7 2.Sb4 Bxb3 3.Sb5 Se6#.  
 
Many thanks to Petko for his diligent and timely 

work in judging this tourney. 

StrateGems 2008 #n Award 
by Eugene Fomichev 

 
1. Statistics. Thirty-nine  moremovers (problems ranging from four to thirty-
seven moves!) by twenty-eight composers representing twelve countries (Bela-
rus, Germany, Hungary, India, Israel, Kazakhstan, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, 

Spain, Ukraine and USA) were published in the year 2008. Impressive num-
bers! 
2.'Shining corpses': (reference to D. Damiani's political blockbuster) Due to 
grave defects the following problems have been excluded from the award: 

М0 7 0 3  (Holden) dual  1…Rxc6+ 2.Kxc6 e6 3.Qf4+, Be2; 
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M0710 (Nikitin) dual 1….h1Q 2.Sf6, Sd6 and etc.; 

M0711 (Mihalco) duals 1…Re4 2.Qxf6+ Be5 3.Sf3+ Kc4+ 4.Sfxe5+ de5   
5.Qd6, Qf8, Qe7; 
N0734 (M.Satanovsky) multiple duals after 1…Qxc6.  

Looks like these authors were somewhat negligent regarding their problems.    
 
3.'Separation'. At this stage in my judging (like in milk processing, when 
cream is separated from skim milk), I revealed weak problems that couldn't 

make it into the award: 
М0685, М0686, М0687, М0688, М0689, М0690, М0693, М0704, М0707, 
М0709, М0712, М0713, М0714, М0733, М0736, М0737, М0739, М0740, 
М0741, М0760, М0761, М0762, М0768.  

 
4. Originality test. The moremover is considered to be a genre of the future. 
There is enough room to compose in various directions, such as model mates, 
profound logical/strategic combinations and even popular ideas. There 

should be no difficulty finding new avenues. 
I found an anticipation to  М0765 (Becker): I.Krikheli, Bulletin of CCC of the 
USSR,1973 ,1st Comm.: wKb2 Rf2 (2), bKh1 Pa4 (2), #8, 1.Kc3? Kg1!, 1.Kc1? 
a3!, 1.Rc2! Kg1 2.Kc1! Kf1 3.Kd1 a3 4.Ra2 Kg1 5.Ke1 Kh1 6.Kf2 Kh2 7.Rxa3 

Kh1 8.Rh3#, 1…a3 2.Kc3! Kg1 3.Kd3(4) Kf1 4.Ke3 a2 5.Rxa2 Kg1 6.Kf3 Kh1 
7.Kg3 Kg1 8.Ra1#. A baby in eight moves with two fully-fledged logical varia-
tions! The nice 1.Ва1! in М0765 is sure enough for publication but not for an 
award. 

 
The quality of the rest is quite good. So, here they are: 

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤Y¤£¤£p¥
¢¤£¤£¤©¬0¥
¢»¤£º£X©¤¥
¢¤£¤¹¼£¤£¥
¢£n£3¹X£¤¥
¢¼£¤£¤£Z»¥
¢£¤£º£¤£¼¥
¢¤£¤£¤G¤«¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

Special Prize
Alexander Sygurov
StrateGems 2008

#4 (11+11)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£Z£¤»¥
¢£¬£ª¹¤£¤¥
¢X£¤¹º£X£¥
¢£º£3»¤»1¥
¢¤»¤£¤£¤£¥
¢«º£nm¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£ª£Zo¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

1st-2nd Prize
Hans Peter Rehm
StrateGems 2008

#4                        (12+10)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤m¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤W¥
¢£¤»¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¼£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤»¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£1£¤»¤£¥
¢£¤£¤oº£¤¥
¢¤2¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

1st-2nd Prize
Alexander Melnichuk 
& Nikolai Kharchishin
StrateGems 2008

#7                            (4+6)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤»¤£¤£¥
¢£n£¼£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤0¤»¤£¥
¢£¤£¤£º£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤¹¤»¥
¢£¤Wª2¤£º¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

1st Honorable Mention
Mikhail Kostylev
& Alexander Melnichuk
StrateGems 2008

#5 (7+5)

1st-2nd Prize - (Hans Peter Rehm - М0735) After a Novotny on g2, there fol-

lows a brilliant battery play with Knight switchbacks, opening of the 5th row 
and Rook discoveries. This results in Somov-type mates. The black King is 
very agile. Its moves in the tries (1.Sb5+? Kxd5 2.Sd6+ Ke6 3.Bxg4+ Rxg4!, 

1.Sf5+? Kxe5 2.Sd6+ Kf6 3.Sxe4+ Bxe4!) give reasons for a Novotny. Excellent 
logical-strategic canvas! A fly in the ointment is the threat 2.Ве3#. Solution: 
1.Sg2! Bxg2 2.Sb5+ Kxd5 3.Sd6+ Kxe6/Kd4/Kc6 4.Bxg4/Sf5/Rc5#, 1...Rxg2 
2.Sf5+ Kxe5 2.Sd6+ Kf6/Kd4/Kxd6 4.Sxe4/Sb5/Bf4#. 

1st-2nd Prize - (Alexander Melnichuk & Nikolai Kharchishin- М0766) This 
problem is distinguished by the hard-to-find thematic 1.Rh8!! The Rook visits 
all corners of the board. All mates are model.  A popular-styled problem  un-
der 'Bohemian dressing'. One cannot help noting  the splendid execution. 

There are no duals here (symptomatic for this type of problem). Solution: 
1.Rh8! Ka2 2.Bh7 Bd3 3.Ra8+ Kb1 4.Ra7 Bxh7 5.Rxh7 Ka2 6.Rh1 Ka3 
7.Ra1#; 5...Ka1 6.Kc2 ~ 7.Ra8#. 
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Special Prize - (Alexander Sygurov - М0705) Change of play in the Plachut-

ta theme in try (1.Sgxe5?) and solution. The Rooks cross the critical square 
after White's non-checking second moves. There are only a few such more-
movers existent. Thus, М0705 deserves a prize. Alas, a grave dual (duals are 

present in the try as well) 1...Rgc3 2.dxc3+, Sh4 prevented my awarding this 
moremover a normal prize. Solution: 1.Sgxe5? (2.Qa1+ Rc3 3.dxc3+ 
Rxc3/Ke3 4.Qxc3/Qe1#), 1...Rc2 2.Sd8 Rgc3 3.Sc6+ Rxc6 4.Sf3#; 2...Kxe5 
3.Qa1+ Rc3 4.Sc6#; 1...Rb3 2.Sg5 Rcc3 3.Sgf3+ Rxf3 4.Sc6#; 2...Kxe5 3.Qa1+ 

Rc3 4.Sf3#, 1...Sf5!; 1.Sfxe5! (2.Qa1+ etc.), 1...Rc2 2.Se7 Rgc3 3.S7c6+ Rxc6 
4.Sf3#; 2...Kxe5 3.Qa1+ Rc3 4.Sc6#, 1...Rb3 2.Sh4 Rcc3 3.Shf3+ Rxf3 4.Sc6#; 
2...Kxe5 3.Qa1+ Rc3 4.Sf3#.    
1st Honorable Mention - (Mikhail Kostylev & Alexander Melnichuk - 

М0764) A beautiful Bohemian problem with a canonical trio of models and 
nice dynamics. A nice key not often seen in Bohemian-style problems. Geo-
metrical dual 1...Ke1 2.Sc4 Kf1 3.Rc2(d2)  is of no significance in Bohemians, 
in principle. Solution: 1.Ra2! (1.Rb2? Ke1!), 1...Kd1 2.Sb3 Ke1 3.Be3 Kd1 

4.Sd4 Ke1 5.Ra1#, 1...Kd3 2.Sc4 Kc3 3.Ba5+ Kb3 4.Rb2+ Ka4 5.Rb4#, 
1...Ke1 2.Sc4 Kd1 3.Se3+ Kc1 4.Bd4 Kb1 5.Ra1#; 2...Kf1 3.Rd2(Rc2) Ke1 
4.Bf2+ Kf1 5.Se3#. 
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Zoran Sibinović
StrateGems 2008£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£

¢£p£HYJ£¤¥
¢¤£¤»¤£Z£¥
¢on£¼»¼£¤¥
¢º£º£¤«¤£¥
¢W¤£º¹¼£¤¥
¢¤£¤2¤¹¤£¥
¢£¤W¤£¼©¬¥
¢1£¤m¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£#8 (12+14)

2nd Honorable Mention
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Commendation
Rauf Aliovsadzade 
& Leonid Makaronez
StrateGems 2008

#4                        (11+12)

2nd Honorable Mention - (Rainer Ehlers - М0692) Complex multi-staged 

new-German logic involving Plachutta in the finale, preceded by dealing with 
the hindering wPd4. The execution is rather too Gothic. The white Queen’s 
participation is meager (a lamb to the slaughter) to launch the whole thing! 

Solution: 1.cxd6? B(Q)xd6! wP still on d4, 1.Ra3+? Kxd4 2.Ra4+ Ke5!, 
1.Sxf4+? Ke3 2.Sg2+ Rxg2!; 1.Qxd7! Rxd7 2.Sf4+ Ke3 3.Sg2+ Kd3 4.Ra3+ 
Kxd4 5.Ra4+ Kd3 6.Cxd6 Bxc6 7.Ra3+ Bxa3 8.Sf4#, 6...Qxd6 7.Sxf4+ Qxf4 
8.Ra3#. 

3rd Honorable Mention - (Zoran Sibinovic - М0691) Unlike in M0692,  the 
white Queen is very active. Its shuttle movements Qb7-g2-b7-g2, like a Brazil-
ian soccer player, break into Black's defense and score the final goal-
checkmate. Good example for solving contests! Solution: 1.Qg2! Bf2 2.Rxb8 

c5 3.Sxc5+ dxc5 4.Qb7 Bb5 5.Rd8+ Sd6 6.Rxd6+ Bd4 7.Qg2 ~ 8.Qe2#. 
  
Commendations in order of publication: 
 

Commendation - (Rauf Aliovsadzade &  Leonid Makaronez - М0706)  
Threat mates appear as 2nd moves in solution variations that show line open-
ings. This effect is not as paradoxical in fourmovers as it is in threemovers. 
Solution: 1.Bg4! (2.f3+ Kd3 3.f4+ Ke4 4.Sxc5/Sxf6#), 1...Rxe7 2.Sxc5+ Ke5 

3.Sd3+ Ke4 4.Qxe7#, 1...Qxh4 2.Sxf6+ Ke5 3.Sd7+ Ke4 4.Re6#.    
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Commendation - (Аlexander Feoktistov - М0708) Another example for solv-

ing contests! While the variation 1...Sb6 2.Sc7+  is obvious, the second one is 
very difficult to find: 1.Kxe3, Kf3? The try 1.Kxe3? reveals a need to save the 
bP. Otherwise, there would be no checkmate! Solution: 1.Kxe3? e4! 2.Kf4 

exd3 3.Kf5 g6+ 4.Kf6 Ke4 5.Bg2+ Ke3, 1.Bf5? e4! 2.d4 g5; 1.Kf3! (2.c4+ bxc4 
3.dxc4#), 1...e4+ 2.Kf4 exd3 3.Kf5 g6+ 4.Kf6 Ke4 5.Bg2#, 1...Sb6 2.Sc7+ Kc5 
3.Sa6+ Kd5 4.Sb4+ Kc5 5.Sb7#, 1...Rc8 2.fxg8Q etc.  (Such bK maneuvers 
have been used before; by A. Galitsy, for example. Compare also: M.Kostylev, 

A.Melnichuk & E.Fomichev; B.Lindgren-80JT, 2007-9, 2 Pr., wKh3 Be7 Bf3 
Sb5-d6 Pc2 (6), bKe5 Qa2 Ra1 Ba7-b1 Pb4-b2-e6-f4-h6-h7 (11), #8, 1.Bf6+?, 
1.Kg4!! h5+ 2.Kg5!! h6+ 3.Kg6!! Bxc2+ 4.Kf7! Bg6+ 5.Kg7! -and now the main 
plan:  5...Be4 6.Bf6+ Kd5 7.Bxe4+ Kc5 8.Bd4# - model! However, one wants 

in M0708 to carry the bP to e3, by way of, say, e2-e4, or an en passant. Let's 
leave it to the author to improve this composition.) 
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Commendation
Rauf Aliovsadzade
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#7    b) Sc8→e7     (4+3)
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Commendation
Arieh Grinblat
StrateGems 2008

#4                        (12+11)
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Commendation
Anatoly Stepochkin
StrateGems 2008

#7 (10+8)

Commendation - (Rauf Aliovsadzade - М0738) Best miniature. The rest of 

the 'minis' are simply positions on 'Mates in 'x' moves' with no artistic merit.  
This miniature shows promotions of both white Pawns in a twin form. Just 
choose the right Pawn! Solution: a) 1.Sd6! Bxg3 2.Se4 Bh4 3.f5 Be1 4.f6 Bh4 

5.f7 Be1 6.f8Q; b) 1.Sf5! Be7 2.g4 Bh4 3.g5 Bf2 4.g6 Bh4 5.g7 Bf2 6.g8Q. 
Commendation - (Arieh Grinblat - М0763) Diagonal interception to prevent 
a potential check. Rather too easy. Solution: 1.d3! (2.Re4+ dxe4 3.d4#), 
1...Sd6 2.Sxc6+ Ke6 3.Sd8+ Ke5 4.Rxd5#, 1...Rd6 2.Sf7+ Ke6 3.Sxg5+ Ke5 

4.f4#, 1...dxc4 2.Bxc4 Rf6 3.Re4+ Bxe4 4.d4#. 
Commendation - (Аnatoly Stepochkin - М0767) Simple combination to get 
rid of two black Pawns on the c-file (simple capture and an en passant cap-
ture) that are in the way to the final Novotny. Déjà vu? Solution: 1.Se7+! 

(1.d4? c5!) Ke5 2.Sxc6+ Kd5 3.Se7+ Ke5 4.Sg6+ Kd5 5.d4 c5 6.bxc5 e.p. 
Bxd4/Rxd4 7.Sb4/Sc3#; 2...Kf4 3.Be3+ Kg4 4.Ra4+ Bc4 5.Rxc4+ Bd4 
6.Rxd4+ Kh5 7.Bg6#. 
 

Thank you Eugene for this colorful and timely award. 

StrateGems 2008 Retros Award  
by Radovan Tomasevic (Zajecar-Serbia) 

 
Before we present Radovan's decision, I want to thank him for accepting to 

judge in such a difficult field. It took Radovan many hours of learning the 
intricacies of each problem. He then consulted with several retro experts to 
make sure that the award were fair. 
 The following problems participated: SG41 R0100v, R0107v, R0142, 

R0143, R0144, SG42 R0141v, R0145, SG43 R0146, R0147 and R0148. Of 
those, three problem were orthodox and the rest heterodox. Therefore, each 
group was judged separately.  
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Orthodox problems 

w________w
[wdwdR1B1]
[dw0RgQ!p]
[wdw0pIwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[wdwdwiw)]
[dpdwdP1w]
[pdwdw)PG]
[dwdwdwHw]
w--------w

Prize
Dimitry Baibikov
StrateGems 2008

(13+11)
Last 54 single moves?

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dBdPdwdp]
[PdRGw)wd]
[dkdwIwdR]
w--------w

Honorable Mention
Barry Keith
StrateGems 2008

Monochromatic chess (9+2)
a) What result? b) Minimum
number of prior e.p. capt.?

Prize - (Dimitry Baibikov - R0141v) Retract -
1...Bd8xSe7 -2.c4-c5 b4-b3 -3.b3xSd4! Se5-c4 -4.Qh5-f7 

Sf7-e5+ -5.Qb5-h5 a3-a2 -6.Qb8-b5 a4-a3 -7.b7-b8Q a5-
a4 -8.c6xRb7 Rb5-b7 -9.b2-b3 Rg5-b5 -10.Qh6-g7 Rg7-
g5+ -11.Qh5-h6+ a6-a5 -12.Qb5-h5 a7-a6 -13.Qb8-b5 
b5-b4 -14.b7-b8Q b6-b5 -15.a7xSb7 Sa5-b7 -16.c5-c6 

Sc6-a5 -17.Sf5-e7 Se7-c6+ -18.c4-c5 Qg4-g3 -19.Sg3-f5+ 
Qh5-g4 -20.c3-c4 Qa5-h5 -21.c2-c3 Qe1-a5 -22.a5-a6 
e2-e1Q -23.a4-a5 e3-e2 -24.a3-a4 e4-e3 -25.a2-a3 
f5xBe4 -26.Bd3-e4 b7-b6 -27.Bf1-d3 Kg4-f4 -28.e2xBf3+. 

This problem was clearly the best. The first version was 
better, but unfortunately it was cooked. A mammoth 
retro with a precise play! 

Honorable Mention - (Barry Keith - R0146) a) With 
Black to move, the position is stalemate, a draw.  With 

White to move, consider how the bK got to b1. Since b3 
was always controlled by wPa2, and d3 was always 
controlled by, or occupied by, wPe2, the bK arrived at b1 
via e2 and d1. Kings do not check each other on adjacent 

(opposite color) squares in monochromatic chess, so the 
wK was not obliged to move. So, White wins by 1.0-0.  b) 
The wRc2 is the promoted form of wPg2.  Since wSb1 
never moved, the only light-squared white piece bPh3 

could have captured is the wQ on g4. In order for the bP 
to get to h3, White must have played h2-h4, allowing 
…g4xh3 e.p. No other light-squared black Pawn could 
have gotten to its 6th rank, let alone promote. 

In order for wPg2 to promote, it had to move to g4 and capture four light-
squared black pieces. Also, wPd3 captured a black piece on d3, needing 

another light-squared capture. The bRa8 and bBc8 account for (at most) two 
of these, so there are three others. If none of these three were en passant, 
then they would have to be of the f- and h-Pawns and bSg8, which never 
moved. But this means bPh3 would have come from d7, which is impossible. 

So wPg2 captured e.p., and at least two e.p. captures must have been 
made. Retro: -1...g4xPh3 ep -2.h2-h4 h5xQg4 -3.Bc1xQd2 Qg5-d2+ -4.Re2-
c2 & -5.Re8-e2 & -6.Rc8-e8! & -7.d7xRc8 & -8.e6xPd7 & -9.f5xe6 ep e7-e5 
etc. An interesting problem with a very difficult solution in b). 

Heterodox problems 
 
1st-2nd Prize - (Dragan Petrović -  R 0 1 4 5 )  G o i n g  b a c k w a r d s ,  t h e  l a s t  6  

captures are d7xSc6 (wSb1), b7xRa6, a6xRb5 (wRh1), e7xSd6 (wSg1), 
g7xRe6 (wRh1), g7xSf6 (wSg1). In order to resolve the position, we must 
transport a black Pawn to the g-file. There are several transposals that can be 
made in the following sequence, and there are sequences that use other black 

Pawn captures, but which require more moves to resolve the position. 
Retract: -1...Bb4xPc5+ (wPc2) -2.Kb6-a7 d7-d6 -3.Sb1xPd2! (bPd7) (The wS 
reached his rebirth square uncapturing the bP.) 3...d7xSc6 (wSb1) (The wS is 
free, but it cannot shift the bP to the g-file alone because of the uncapture on 

e6, so we need to free the wR. Therefore, wS should take care of the black 
Pawns, while wK goes to h1, the wR’s rebirth square.) -4.Kb5xPb6(bPb7) a7-
a6+ -5.Se7-c6 b7-b6 -6.Ka6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -7.Kb5xPa6 (bPa7) a7-a6+ -
8.Sc8-e7 b7-b6 -9.Ka6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -10.Kb5xPa6 (bPa7) a7-a6+ - 
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[Ipdwdwdw]
[pdp0wdwd]
[)wgP)Pdw]
[rdr1b4Pd]
[0pGp!B)w]
[whPHN$Pd]
[dwdniwdw]
w--------w

1st-2nd Prize
Dragan Petrović
StrateGems 2008

Circe        3bR     (15+16)
Last 6 captures by black 
Pawns in the shortest 
resolution of the position?

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[!wdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdkdP]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIBdw]
w--------w

1st-2nd Prize
Klaus Wenda 
& Vlaicu Crisan
StrateGems 2008 

-6 & s#1   (Proca)    (5+1)
Anti-Circe (Cheylan)

w________w
[n$wdw$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdrdwd]
[dPdw)w)p]
[wdPgwdw1]
[hwdpIwdw]
[PdP)w)wd]
[Gwiwdwdb]
w--------w

3rd Prize
Klaus Wenda
StrateGems 2008

-4 & #1 (Proca)      (12+9)
Anti-Circe (Cheylan)

W________w
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdbdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdw)]
[gwdwIwdr]
w--------w

Honorable Mention
Wolfgang Dittmann
& Paul Raican
StrateGems 2008

-8 & s#1  (Proca)      (4+4)
Anti-Circe (Cheylan)

11.Sd6-c8 b7-b6 -12.Ka6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -13.Ka7xPa6! (bPa7) [-
13. Kb7xPa6 (bPb7) would be a fatal error, since after 13...a7-a6, wK and wS 

are not able to get Pa7 to a6. With the Pawn on a7 there is no useful 
uncapture of wR.] 13...b7-b6 -14.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -15.Sd6xPb5 
(bPb7) b6-b5 (Now, wS makes tempo moves.) -16.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -
17.Kb8-a7 b7-b6 -18.Sd6xb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -19.Kc7-b8 b7-b6 -20.Sb5xPd6 

(bPd7) d7-d6 -21.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -22.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -
23.Kd6-c7! b7-b6 -24.Ke7xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -25.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -
26.Kf6-e7 b7-b6 -27.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -28.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -
29.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -30.Kg5-f6 b7-b6 -31.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -

32.Kh4-g5 b7-b6 -33.Sb5xd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -34.Sd6xb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -
35.Kh3-h4 b7-b6 -36.Sd5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -37.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -
38.Kh2-h3 b7-b6 -39.Sb5xd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -40.Sd6xb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -
41.Kh1-h2! b7xRa6  (Finaly, the wR has been resurrected. For further 

transport of bdP, we need uncaptures of wS on d6, wR on e6 and wS again on 
f6. For that reason we must separate the Pawns on the b-file and return the 
King.) -42.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -43.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b7-b6 -44.Kg1-h1 
(The wR should come back to its rebirth square.) 44...b6-b5 -45.Sb5xPd6 

(bPd7) d7-d6 -46.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b7-b6 -47.Ra8-a6 b6-b5 -48.Sb5xd6 
(bPd7) d7-d6 -49.Sd6xb5 (bPb7) b7-b6 -50.Rh8-a8 b6-b5 -51.Sb5xd6 
(bPd7) d7-d6 -52.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b7-b6 -53.Rh1-h8 a6xRb5! (wRh1) 
[c6xRb5 (wRh1)? would be an error, since then the white forces would be 

unable to return the King to b5.] -54.Rb8xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -55.Re8-b8 b7-
b6 -56.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -57.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -58.Re6-e8 b7-b6 
-59.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -60.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -61.Kh2-g1 b7-b6 -
62.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -63.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -64.Kh3-h2 b7-b6 -

65.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -66.Sd6xb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -67.Kh4-h3 b7-b6 -
68.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -69.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -70.Kg5-h4 b7-b6 -
71.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -72.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -73.Kf6-g5 b7-b5 -
74.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -75.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -76.Ke7-f6 b7-b6 -

77.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -78.Sd6xPb5 (bPb5) b6-b5 -79.Sb5xPd6 (bPd7) 
d7-d6 -80.Kd6-e7! b7-b6 -81.Kc7xPd6 (bPd7) d7-d6 -82.Sd6xPb5 (bPb7) 
b6-b5 -83.Sc8xPd6 (bPd7) b7-b6 -84.Kb6-c7 d7-d6 -85.Kb5xPb6 (bPb7) a7-
a6+ (The King is back. From now on it is simple.) -86.Sd6-c8 b7-b6 -

87.Ka6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -88.Kb5xPa6 (bPa7) a7-a6+ -89.Sf7xPd6 (bPd7) 
b7-b6! -90.Ka6xPb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -91.Kb5xPa6 (bPa7) a7-a6+ -92.Sg5-f7 
b7-b6 -95.Sh3-g5 d7-d6 -98.Sg1-h3 e7xSd6 (wSg1) -99.Rh6xPe6 (bPe7) 
b7-b6 -100.Ka6xb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -101.Kb5xa6 (bPa7) a7-a6+ -102.Sf7-d6 

b7-b6 -105.Sg5-f7 b7-b6 -108.Sh3-g5 b7-b6 -111.Sg1-h3 b7-b6 -
112.Ka6xb5 (bPb7) b6-b5 -113.Kb5xa6 (bPa7) a7-a6+ -114.Rh1-h6 f7xRe6 
(wRh1) -115.Rf6-e6 b7-b6 -116.Rh6xPf6 (bPf7) g7xSf6 (wSg1), and now  
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one of the white g-Pawns can uncapture the black g-Pawn and resolve the 
position.  This is such a complex problem, that just following the solution 

seems painful. The main idea is the return of the King. Since R0145 and 
R0147 are of different genre I could not decide which one is better, thus they 
share First Prize. 
1st-2nd Prize - (Klaus Wenda and Vlaicu Crisan - R0147) Solution: Retract 

-1.Kg3xBh2 [wKe1]! Bg1-h2+ -2.Bg2xQh3 [wBf1] Qh1-h3+ -3.Kf2-g3 Bh2-g1+ 
-4.Ke1-f2 Bg1-h2+ -5.Kf2xSf3 [wKe1] Bh2-g1+ -6.Qe3-a7 and play 1.Bh3+ 
Qf1#. A beautiful miniature with a very difficult solution. 
3rd Prize - (Klaus Wenda - R0144) Try: -1.Kf3-e3? h2-h1B+ -2.Bb2-a1 [-

3.Re8-f8 & 1.Ra8x(wRh1)#] 2...Rf6-e6! Solution: -1.Ke2-e3! Re7-e6+ -2.Kf3-e2 
h2-h1B+ -3.Bb2-a1! [-4.Re8-f8 & 1.Ra8x(wRh1)#] 3...Rf7-e7 -4.Re8-b8 & 
1.Rf7x(wRh1)#, -3...S~-a8 -4.Ra8-b8 & 1.Ra3x(wRa1)#. 3.Bc3-a1? Kb2-c1! An 
excellent problem with a difficult solution. 

Honorable Mention - (Wolfgang Dittmann and Vlaicu Raican - R0107v)     
Retract: -1.Qh5-h1! Bh8-a1+ -2.Kb1xSc2! Se1-c2+ -3.Kb2-b1 Kd4-d3+ -
4.Kc3-b2 Ke5-d4+ -5.Kd4-c3 Kf6-e5+ -6.Ke5-d4 Kg7-f6- -7.Kf6-e5 Kf8-g7+ -
8.g5-g6 & 1.Qf7+! (1.Qe8#!, 1...Ke8x??) Kf7x (Ke8)#. An elegant problem. 

[Comment by Klaus Wenda: One King is following the other one, a specific 
kind of Loshinski magnet-theme in the retro-play.]  

W________w
[kdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0w)wdwdw]
[pdP0w0wd]
[dwdwdrdw]
[wHwdpdN)]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[rgwdNiwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdNdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Vlaicu Crisan
ded. to Klaus Wenda
StrateGems 2008 

-10 & #1    (Proca)   (3+4)
Circe Assassin

w________w
[BdRdwdwd]
[iw)wdwdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[Ip)wdwdw]
[p)wdwdwd]
[)wdPdw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Thomas Volet 
& Noam Elkies
StrateGems 2008

a) What result?      (11+3)
b) [DR] Whose move?

Commendation
Wolgand Dittmann 
StrateGems 2008

-12 & #1 (Proca)      (6+8)
Anti-Circe (Cheylan)

 
Commendation - (Wolfgang Dittmann - R0100v) Retract: -1.Ke1xPd2 d3-

d2+ -2.Kb3xBb4 Kb7-a8+ -3.Kc2-b3 Kc7-b7+ -4.Kd1-c2 e3-e2+ -5.Ke1-d1 
Ba3-b4+ -6.Kg1xQh1 Kd8-c7+ -7.Kf1-g1 Rg,h3-f3+ -8.Ke2-f1 Ke7-d8+ -9.Ke1-
e2 Kd8-e7+ -10.Ke1xBf2! (necessary to shut bQh1 off from e1) Bg1-f2+ -
11.Kf7xSe8! (-11.Kf7xR,Qe8? R,Qg8-e8!) -11...Sg6-h8+(Rg8-g3+) -12.Ke6-f7 & 

1.Kd7#. As with many problems of this type, the solution is well hidden. 
WSb2 eliminates the dual -2.Kb3xBc3 Kb7-a8+ -3.Kc2-b3 Kc7-b7+ -4.Kd1-c2 
e3-e2+ -5.Ke1-d1 B~-c3+.  
Commendation - (Thomas Volet and Noam Elkies - R0143) a) The position 

is drawn.  If White just moved then Black would be stalemated unless the last 
move was b2-b4, allowing ...a4xb3 e.p. Retracting Pb2-b4 produces the 
impossible cluster wBa1,wPb2. If Black just moved then White would 
stalemate Black (no matter what move White makes next), unless the last 

move is ...b7-c5, allowing c5xb6# e.p. Retracting Pb7-b5 produces the cluster 
wBa8,bPb7 which requires wB to be promoted. This would account for all 8 
White Pawns, which would then have made at least 14 captures to get from 
abcdefgh to aaabccdg.  However, Black is missing "only" 13 pieces so this is 

impossible. b) It is Black's turn. If it were White’s turn, by the analysis above, 
Black’s move was c6xb5. Since that move was forced regardless of which 
piece or Pawn was captured on b5, it would follow that the position was 
already dead so Black’s move would not be possible.  
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Commendation - (Vlaicu Crisan - R0148) -1.Kg2xRh3 (+bRa8,-bBa8) Rf3-
h3+ -2.Kg3-g2 Rf4-f3+ -3.Kf3-g3 Re4-f4+ -4.Kf4-f3 Re5-e4+ -5.Ke4-f4 Rd5-e5+ 

-6.Ke5-e4 Rd6-d5+ -7.Kd5-e5 Rc6-d6+ -8.Kd6-d5 Rc7-c6+ -9.Kc6-d6 Rb7-c7+ 
-10.Sd6-e8 & 1.Kb7x (+bRa8,-bBa8)#. This mates because wK attacks bB and 
bK is on bB rebirth square (f8); g8 is not a flight either, because wK also 
attacks bS. The defense 1...Bxd6 (Sg1)?? is illegal due to self-check. 

2.Sd6x(Bf8) kills the black King. A miniature with an interesting condition 
and mate.  
 
I want to thank Ryan McCracken for his help and Mike Prcic for translating 

the text from Serbian into English. 

Three Amigos 
by Robert Lincoln 

 
There is a particular miniature formation that has intrigued me.  The White 

force consists of Queen and Bishop, while the Black opposition has three 
Pawns.  In these austere examples, the defensive side is scattered or in clus-
ters.   

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdw0pd]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIBdw]
[w!wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdQdw0wd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpGKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIw0wdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdkdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdB!wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dw0pdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[w!wdwdBd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w 

No.1 E. Gnat
6th-13th HM
Bron-MT 1998

#2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4)

No.2 V. Borasov
5th HM
Radyanske slovo 1972-73

No.3 T. Pawkowski
Swiat Szachowy 1930

No.4 V. Zagoruiko
4th HM
Molot 1971

No.1 has a straightforward 1.Qd4! (zz) primed to trip 1…e6 (or 1…Kg5) 
2.Qf4#, 1…e5 2.Qg4#, 1…g5 2.Qe4#, and 1…Ke6 2.Qd5#.  Self-blocks are 

quite common in such groupings  
  No.2 invokes a useful try, 1.Qd7? (2.Bd4/Bf4#) rebutted 1…e6!  1.Bd2! 
(zz) corrals that Pd3 maverick to return 2.Bc3# against 1…f5 or 1…Kd4.  
Other variations are 1…e6 2.Qc5# and 1…Kf5 2.Qe4#.  That Bishop member, 

with two virtual and one actual strike, achieves the most mating activity 
within this article.      
 Similar play is found in No.3 despite a radically different matrix.  A gen-
erous 1.Qf4! (zz) concedes two flight squares.  2.Qc4# takes care of 1…e5 or 

1…Kc5.  Remaining victims fall to 1…e6 2.Qd6#, 1…c5 2.Bc4#, and 1…Ke6 
2.Qxf5#.      
 It is slightly unusual that No.4 merely carries forward prepared play:  
1…c4 (or 1…Ke3) 2.Qd2#, 1…d4 2.Qb3#, and 1…Kc4 2.Bf1#.  The interest 

resides in false jiggles that disturb the status quo.  1.Bxd5? (2.Qd2#) is obvi-
ously defective − 1…cxd5!  1.Bh1? (zz) permits 1…Kc4!  1.Bf3? (zz) would give 
1…Ke3! a free ride.  Finally, 1.Kc1? (zz) consents to 1…d4!  Only 1.Ke1! (zz) 
keeps everything in place.     
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W________w
[w!wGwdwd]
[0pdwdwdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdk0w0]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wIwiwdwd]
[dw0p0Bdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Ipdwdwdw]
[wdwdwGpd]
[dwdwdQdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4)

No.5 D. Kanonik
1st Prize
Lokker-MT 1874

No.6 M. Akchurin
Sp. Commendation
Vercherny Kharkov 1982

No.7 S. Shedy
Leninska zmina 1979

No.8 N. Novik Comm.,
Chepkasky krai 1998

Apparently, White must maintain responses to the Black Pawn pushes 1…b6 
2.Qc8# and 1…b5+ 2.Qxb5# for No.5.  The fly in the ointment is 1…a4!  

Drastic measures allow those sets to become ruinous.  1.Qc7? (2.Qxa5#) tum-
bles to 1…b5+!  1.Bxa5?(zz) has 1…Kxa5 2.Qxa7#, but 1…b6!  A cunning 
1.Bb6! (2.Qxa7#) secures 1…axb6 2.Qa8# and 1…Kxb6 2.Qd6#.  There is a 
lot of action in close quarters.    

   An offbeat No.6 spins amazing versatility with seven mates altogether.  
1.Kf8? (zz) can liquidate 1…f5 2.Qf7# and 1…Kd7 2.Qe8#, but 1…a5! abides.  
1.Qa5? (zz) tames that culprit while planning 1…f5 2.Qe5#.  Alas, 1…h5! is 
then available.  A roundabout 1.Qd1? (2.Qd7#) continues 1…f5 2.Qd6#, but 

1…Kf5!  Relief arrives through 1.Qf3! (2.Qe4#) which plasters  1…f5 2.Qc6#.  
Four assorted answers to 1…f5 denote a remarkable exploit.      
 Even more virtual/actual mayhem occurs during No.7 with an eventual 
tally of ten blows. The initial position yields 1…d5 2.Qxd5#.  One earnest 

stab, 1.Qa5? (2.Qxc7#), catches 1…e6 2.Qg5#, but boomerangs to 1…e5!  
1.Qa6? (2.Qc8#) defeats 1…e5 2.Qf6#, but 1…e6! 1.Qg2? (2.Qg8#) has 2.Qg5# 
against e-Pawn advance, but 1…d6!  The fierce double threat by 2.Qh2? 
(2.Qh8, Qxc7#) also fails to 1…d6!  1.Qa4! (zz) subtly waits out c-Pawn any, 

2.Qa5#, d-Pawn any, 2.Qe8#, and e-Pawn any, 2.Qh4#.  That horizontal row 
renders a nice visual image. 
 The next pair of entries demonstrates the Fleck theme.  No.8 utilizes 
1.Qa3! to menace royal battery openings of (2.Kb6/Kxb5/Kb4#).  They pro-

ceed uniquely after 1…b6+ 2.Kxb6#, 1…Ka7 2.Kxb5#, and 1…b4 2.Kxb4#.  
Yes, a White Rook would suffice, but the unpinning of the b7 antagonist 
proves constructive.      

W________w
[wdwdBdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[ipdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdQdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdBdQdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpip]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdw0w]
[wdQdwdB0]
[iwdwdwdK]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdw0k0]
[dwdwdwGw]
[wdwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4)

No.9 S. Ekstrom
Polistidningen 1946

No.10 R. Lincoln
The Problemist 1992
(Supplement)

No.11 S. Tsyrulik
Lukyanov-MT 1996

No.12 R. Lincoln
Original

The layout of No.9 is well-known.  A single 1.Qd2? (2.Qa2#) or double intent 
1.Qe2? (2.Qa2,Qxb5#) do not account for 1…Ka6!  Therefore, the extra 

strength whammy of 1.Qd5! (2.Qa2/Qxb5/Qa8#) is necessary.  Expected 
division follows 1…Ka4 2.Qa2#, 1…b3 2.Qxb5#, and 1…Ka6 2.Qa8#.     
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The sole rationale behind No.10 is basically five post-key mates.  1.Qf5! (zz) 
confidently devours 1...h4 2.Qe5#, 1...f2 2.Qxf2#,  1...h2 2.Qg5#, 1...Kh2 

2.Qxh3#, and 1...Kh4 2.Qf4#.  
 Solvers may puzzle over the fixed 1…a2 2.Qc1# in No.11.  Nothing pre-
serves this small device so 1.Qc1+! inflicts 1…Ka2 2.Bd5#.  This appears to 
be a lame joke rather than a problem.     

 My No.12 pulls off a curious feat in oddball circumstances.  1.Bxh4? (zz) 
plots 1…f3 2.Qg3# and 1…gxh4 2.Qg2#, but 1…Kh3!  Instead, 1.Bxf4! 
(2.Qf4#) fetches 1…h3 2.Qg3# and 1…gxf4 2.Qg2#, and 1…Kh3 2.Qf3#.  The 
intrinsic purpose of this strange business is to show “mate transference” 

doubled.    

W________w
[kGwdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdw0wdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdk0wdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdQdwdwd]
[dwdpdBdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[Ipdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdKdkdw]
w--------w #2     b) Pd2→c7    (3+4) #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4) #2                            (3+4)

No.13 S. Radenko
2nd HM
Molodeshiaya gazeta ‘93

No.14 V. Kvyatkovski
Shakhmaty 1988

No.15 E. Boswell
Svenska Dagbladet 1929

No.16 R. Lincoln
Original

Despite inherent flaws, No.13 sports an amusing concept.  In the first part, 
White’s King must flee an ominous 1…h1Q+!  Hence, 1.Kb6! poses multiple 

discoveries.  “Partial” separation attends Black promotions: 1…a1Q 2.Be5#, 
1…d1Q 2.Bd6#, and 1…h1Q 2.Bh2#.  The twin solves by 1.Kxc7! (zz).  Then, 
two footmen surrender to long shot captures on 1…a1Q 2.Qxa1# and 1…h1Q 
2.Qxh1#.         

 These final three samples contain a fascinating strategic machinery.  The 
Pawns commit errors of self-block, open gate, and unguard.  No.14 also pos-
sesses appealing changes.  1.Qg6? (zz) foils 1…c5 2.Qa6# (open gate) and 
1…Kc5 2.Qxc6#, but 1…d3!  1.Qf5? (zz) means 1…c5 will involve self-block 

and unguard to 2.Bd5#.  Again, 1…d3! is the spoiler.  1.Qe4? (zz) gets pat-
ently ignored 1…c5!  The far trek down the diagonal, 1.Qb1! (zz) succeeds.  
Now the roll call is listed 1…c5 2.Qb5# (unguard), 1…d3 2.Qb4# (self-block), 
and 1…c2 2.Qxc2# (open gate).  2.Qb4# services 1…Kc5 as well.       

 That slanting string of Black creepers has made No.15 a memorable pic-
ture.  Each unit conspires to daunt faulty starts.  1.Qb6? (2.Qg1#) 1…b2 
2.Qxb2#. but 1…d4!  1.Qe6? (2.Qe1#) 1…b2!  1.Qb7? (zz) 1…c3!  An unobtru-
sive withdrawal by 1.Qa8! (zz) puts the screws to 1…c3 2.Kxb3#, 1…d4 

2.Qh1#, and 1…b2 2.Kb4#.  Presumably, readers will not require continued 
labeling to recognize apparent distinctions.    
 I was determined to fashion my own system to meet this considerable 
challenge.  No.16 includes nondescript tries 1.Bh7? 1…f4 2.Bd3#, but 1…b4! 

and 1.Bf7? (zz) 1…f4!  1.Be6! (zz) hits the mark with 1…b4 2.Bc4#, 1…f4 
2.Bh3#, and 1…f2 2.Qh1#.  Okay, the apparatus works, but it’s definitely not 
in the same league as Boswell’s masterpiece!      

Errata 
M0746 by M.Chernyavskyy (SG44,2008) is fully anticipated by B.Pustovoy,'Omskaya 
Pravda',1972. 
M0769 by N.Vlasenko (SG45 ,2009) has already been published in 'Chess Leopolis', 
2008. (Reported by V.Kozhakin) 
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ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS 
  

Problems published in this section are eligible for the year 2009 competition. Please send your 

originals to the individual editors. All solutions and comments are due by 02/15/2010 and 

should be sent to the Solutions Editor. Solutions and comments are preferred by email, al-
though regular mail solutions and comments will be accepted as always. 

   

TWOMOVERS 
Editor: Aaron Hirschenson, Judge: Milan Velimirović  

 
Welcome to newcomers: Vitaly Kvyatkovski, Valerio Agostini, Antonio Garofalo and Christo-

pher Reeves. 

 We open with Vitaly’s T0686 which features Nietvelt defense. This is followed by a joint 

by Valerio and Antonio which has good tries and one changed mate. T0688 by Christopher 

shows the Subotica Tourney theme. The threat correction is done by the King (a more difficult 

task). T0689 shows a fine Zagoruiko, while Emanuel follows with Rudenko theme with 
changed mate and a reversal between the tries. 

 My joint with Marko features my favorite theme: Reciprocal Change. In the next joint by 

Yossi and me, the Subotica Tourney theme is shown in six phases (!) with four white correc-
tions and three changed mates. My solo (T0693) shows the theme from the match between 

Israel and Serbia in the cycle form (AB,BC,CB) with one changed mate. 

 WCCT-7 theme is shown in Valery’s T0694. In T0695, Black has the choice of unpins, 
while T0696, shows the theme from Jurmala 2008. Finally, T0697 shows another WCCT-7 

theme.  

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[iNdQdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[Gqdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

T0686 Vitaly Kvyatkovskij
Ukraine

#2 (5+4)

w________w
[wGwIwdwH]
[dwdp0Rdw]
[wdpdkdw)]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdPdwd]
[gw0wdwdb]
[wdwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

T0687 Valerio Agostini
& Antonio Garofalo

Italy

#2 (7+8)

w________w
[wgrdQdBd]
[dw0bGwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[INdrdNdw]
[wdkdw0wd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdw)ndwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w#2* (8+8)

T0688 Christopher Reeves
England

w________w
[wdw$wdwd]
[dwdnHwdw]
[w!wdwdw0]
[4w4wGRdw]
[whpdkdwI]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdBdpH]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Rdwdw)pd]
[dwdPdk4w]
[wdwdNdw0]
[dpdwINdp]
[w4PdQdw)]
[Gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdB)wdw4]
[IwdRdwdw]
[w)k0wdwd]
[dw)n$wdw]
[Pdb)ndwd]
[dwdwdQdw]
w--------w

T0689 Vasyl Dyachuk
Ukraine

#2 (8+9)

T0690 Emanuel Navon
Israel

#2* (10+7) #2* (11+6)

T0691 Marco Guida &
Aaron Hirschenson

Italy/Israel
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w________w
[wdB!wdwd]
[GwdwdwHw]
[w4wdwdbd]
[4wdp0wdw]
[wdPdk0wd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[wdwdP)wd]
[gwdRdwdK]
w--------w

w________w
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wHpdwGpd]
[dwdwdBHp]
[RdwdPiw1]
[dp!wdwdw]
[wdpdw4n)]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[w!wdwdwg]
[dbdwdwdK]
[w4wdwdpd]
[dw0wHwdw]
[wdBdwdw0]
[0wdPGwdw]
[Piwdwdw4]
[Hw$wdRdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdw$Qd]
[dwGwdwdw]
[wdndPdwd]
[dwgwhpHw]
[wdwdwir0]
[dwdP$wdB]
[wdw)wIwd]
[dbdwHwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[whwIwdwd]
[dwHwdPdw]
[w$pdpdwd]
[dwiN!wdw]
[Pdpdwdw$]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wgw)n4wd]
[dwGw4Bdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdw4wdnd]
[Gw0wdwdQ]
[Kdw0p0N0]
[gPHkdndw]
[wdp)wdRd]
[dw0wdw0w]
[w)rdPdwd]
[dBdwdwdw]
w--------w

T0692 Yosi Retter &
Aaron Hirschenson, Israel

#2* (10+8)

T0693 Aaron Hirschenson
Israel

#2 (9+10) #2 (10+9)

T0694 Valery Kopyl
Ukraine

T0695 Rainer Paslack
Germany

#2* (11+8)

T0696 Yakov Rossomakho
& Yuri Sushkov, Russia

#2 (11+10) #2 (11+14)

T0697 Rainer Paslack
Germany

SG46 (April - June) Solutions - TWOMOVERS 
 
Comments from: Bob Bua, Jeremy Morse (JM) and Wilfried Seehofer (WS) 

 

T0668 (Hirschenson) B~?/K~? Re7!; 1.Bf5? stalemate; 1.Ba4! (zz), 1…Ra7 2.Qxd8#[A], 

1…Rb7 2.Qxb7#[B], 1…Rc7 2.Qxc7#[C], 1…Re7 2.Sxe#[D].  Rudenko theme, trickier 
than it looks (WS), Elementary (JM). 
T0669 (Fomichev/Aliovsadzade) 1.Kf2?[A] (2.Bf4#), 1...cxd4[a] 2.Qe1#[B], 1...g3!, 

1.Qe1[B]? (2.Qg3#), 1...cxd4+[a] 2.Kf2#[A], 1...Qxd3+ 2.Kxd3#, 1...Bxd5; 1.Be1! (2.Bg3#), 

1...cxd4+ 2.Qxd4#, 1...Qxd3+ 2.Rxd3#, 1...Bxd5 2.Re4#.  Amusing changes (JM). 
T0670 (Einat) 1...Rc5 2.Rxe3#, 1...Qd8 2.Re5#, 1.Be5? (2.Qd5#), 1…Rc5 2.Qd4#, 1...Qd8 

2.Rf4#, 1…Qxe5 2.Rxe5#, 1…Bc5 2.Bc6#, 1...Rd3!;  1.Se5! (2.Qd5#), 1…Rc5 2.Qd3#, 

1…Qd8 2.Bg6#, 1…Qxe5 2.Rxe5#, 1…Bc5 2.Bc6#.  Double Grimshaw on c5, at first I 
tried 1.Be5? 2Rd3! (WS), Cook-tries by capture of the bQ cleverly defeated.  Key hard 
to find (JM). 
T0671 (Stolev) 1.Qg5? (2.Rd5[A]/Se4#[B]), 1…Sc6~[a] 2.Qxe7#[C], 1…Sxe5[b] 

2.Qxe5#[D], 1…f5!; 1.Bb7! (2.Qxc6#), 1…Sc6~[a] 2.Rd5#[A], 1…Sxe5[b] 2.Se4#[B], 

1.Bxb7 2.Sxb7#.  Try and key refreshingly different (JM). 
T0672 (Prcic) 1...Rg8+ 2.hxg8Q; 1.e8Q! (2.Qb5/Qc6/Qe4/Qe6/Qf7#) 1…B~+ 2.Qf7#, 

1...Bb6+ 2.Qd7#, 1…Sxb4 2.Qb5#, 1…Qxe3 2.Qc6#, 1…Sd4 2.Qe4#, 1…Sc3 2.Qe6#, 

1..Rxe8 2.Bxb7#.  Nice five-fold fleck and one total defense, 1…Rxe8 (WS), Five-fold 
partial Fleck with two total defenses (Bb6+ and Rxe8), but (as always with this theme) 
riddled with duals (JM). 
T0673 (Robert) 1.Sfd3? (2.Rg4#), 1…Bxd3 2. Sb3#, 1...exd2!, 1.Rg4? (2.Sfd#), 1…exd2 
2.Bxe5#, 1…Rg1 2.Qxe3#, 1.Be4 2. Sb3#, 1.Bxh7 2.Sg6#, 1...Bf5!; 1.Qg4! (Se2#), 1…S~ 

2.Sfd3, 1…Sxg4 2.Rxg4#, 1…Sg6 2.Rxg6#, 1…Sf7+ 2.Rxf7#, 1…Be4 2.Sb3#.  Interesting 
double battery play (WS), Classy problem: a pity about the very strong actual threat 
(JM). 
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T0674 (Alexander) 1.Sxa7? (2.Qb6[A]/Qc5#[B]) 1...Sd4[a] 2.Rxa3#, 1...Rd4!, 1.Qxa7? 

(2.Qb6#[A]) Bg1!; 1Sxa3! (2.Qc5#[B]), 1...Rd4 2.Sxc2#, 1...Bg1 2.Bd4#, 1...Sd4[a] 2.Sb1#, 
1...Rxg1 2.Bg3#, 1...Bxc4 2.Saxc4#.  Very Nice (BB), Two batteries against the bK (WS), 
Fine actual play (JM). 
T0675 (Onkoud/Loustau) 1...Rf3/Qxd5 2.Qf5#/Qxd5#, 1.Se3? (2.Re3[A]/Rd4#[B]) Qb6!, 

1.Sg4? (2.Re3#[A]), 1...Rf3/Rfe1/Rde1 2.Rd4/Sf2/Sxd2#, 1...f5!; 1.Sf5! (2.Rd4#[B]), 
1...Qb6/Qxd5/Rxf4 2.Sd6/Re3[A]/Sg3#.  A good twomover with a complex structure 
(WS), Elegant Barnes-Sushkov (JM). 
T0676 (Bourd/Grinblat) 1.h8Q? (2.Sg6#), 1... Bxe6 2. Rxe4# , 1...Sxe6!, 1.Bc3? (2.Sf3#), 

1...Rxf5 2.Sg6#, 1...Bxe6  2.Rxe4#, 1...Rxe6!, 1.Rxc5? (2.Rxe4#) Sd6!; 1. Qxe7! (zz), 1...R~ 
2. S(x)g6#, 1...B~ 2.Rxe4#, 1...Se~ 2.S(x)f3#,  1...Bxe6!? 2.Rxc5#, 1...Sxe6!? 2.Bc3#, 

1...Rxe6!? 2.h8Q#, 1...Sxe7 2.Bc7#, 1...Sb6 2.Qc7#, 1...Sd6 2.Qxf6#.  Excellent old-style 
problem with pinning tries neatly defeated and key completing the block to set up nine 
dual free mates (JM). 

THREEMOVERS 
 Editor: Rauf Aliovsadzade, Judge: Bob Burger  

 

A warm welcome to Valery Ivanov, Alexander Tsaplin, Nikolay Kharchishin and Aleksey 

Chichagov! 
 Valery Ivanov is a publisher and the editor of Seven Chess Notes, a chess composition 

magazine devoted to miniatures. Original miniatures (all genres!) are welcome at: Valery 

Ivanov, P.O. Box 4, Povenec, Kareliya, 186326, Russia (email: IVA.53@mail.ru). Alexander 
Tsaplin has published around 2500 (!) shape compositions and he is considered to be the best 

shape problems composer ever. His joint M0851 outlines Number '70'. 

 There are plenty of lightweights for smooth solving, my favorite one being M0850 with 
some nice variations. In yet another original by Abdelaziz Oncoud, there are rich variations, 

not unusual for him. M0857 is distinguished by three very well done thematic lines (threat 

included), with the black King having two flights in each variation. (This threemover was sent 
to me with two variations. I suggested that the author add another one, which he did! Good job, 

Islam!) 

 In M0858, White has no reply to a check in the initial position which is compensated by 
two tries. Tibor's original is a study on the Banny theme. Finally, in M0862, our Chief Editor 

presents an idea that he coined 'Delayed Novotny'. 

 This 19-set concludes the 2009 competition. I ask composers not to hesitate to start send-
ing me originals  for 2010. 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[$wdwdw0w]
[wdwdKdw0]
[dwdwHwdk]
w--------w

M0844 Valery Ivanov
Russia

#3 (3+3)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdQd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpGwdkdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdN]
w--------w

M0845 Vladimir Shmatov
Russia

#3 (4+2)

w________w
[wdwdQdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwdk0Ndw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w#3 (4+3)

M0846 Vladimir Shmatov
Russia

Yaroslavl-1000'-JT. Sections: #2,#3 & #n. Judges: #2 & #n  Y.Bogdanov, #3 
V.Kirillov. Miniatures OK. Deadline: April, 15, 2010. Send to A.Mirolyubov, 9-

154 Motorostroitelej St., Rybinsk, Yaroslav Region, 152935, Russia. Or, email: 
Kosmel@mail.ru. 
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdK]
[wdNdwdwd]
[dwdw0kdw]
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

M0847 Vasily Malyuk 
Russia

#3                                (4+3)

w________w
[wdwdwdNd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[w!wdw)Bd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w

M0848 Alex Markevitch 
Jackson, NJ

#3                                (5+2)

w________w
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[piwdwdwd]
[Hpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

M0849 Eligiusz Zimmer 
Poland

3 (3+4)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdQd]
[dwdN0wdw]
[rdwdRdwd]
[dkdwdKdw]
w--------w

M0850 Alexander Melnichuk 
& Vladimir Kozhakin

Russia 

#3*                              (4+4)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[ipdwIwdw]
[w4wHw)wd]
[0wdw!wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

M0851 Alexander Tsaplin &
Vitaly Shevchenko, Ukraine

dedicated to V.Rudenko

#3                                (4+4)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0w!w]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdPdk0wd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[w)wdP)wd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

M0852 Herb Holden 
Cheney, WA

#3                               (7+4)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0Kdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdk0Pd]
[dwdNdwdB]
[w0Qdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

M0853 Nikolay Kharchishin
& Aleksey Chichagov

Russia

#3                               (5+6)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dBdpdwdw]
[wIwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwGw]
[wdpipdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[Q)wdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

M0854 Valentin Khupchenko
& Vitaly Shevchenko

Ukraine

#3                               (7+5)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[pHw0pdwd]
[ip0pGwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIQdw]
w--------w

M0855 Gennady Zgerski 
Russia 

#3                               (6+7)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdp0wdBd]
[dPdkdwdw]
[NdpdRGwd]
[)wgw)wdw]
[bdwdPdwd]
[dwdndwdw]
w--------w

M0856 Abdelaziz Onkoud 
France

#3                                (9+7)

w________w
[wdwdBdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[bdwdP)wd]
[dwgkdpIw]
[wdw0RGwd]
[dRdP0Ndw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

M0857 Islam Kazimov 
Azerbaijan

#3                              (10+6)

w________w
[wdBdwdwd]
[dwdwdw$p]
[Ndwiwdwd]
[dwdpHpdw]
[wdp4w4Pd]
[dwdb!pdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

M0858 Leonid Makaronez 
Israel

#3 (7+9)
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w________w
[wdNIwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[w)k0wdpd]
[4wdndndw]
[p$wdPdBd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[wHwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

M0859 Islam Kazimov 
Azerbaijan

#3                                (9+8)

w________w
[wdrdrdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[$wdwdwdw]
[w0P0Pdpd]
[dKdk)wdq]
[wdwdwdBd]
[gNdw$wdw]
w--------w

M0860 Mubariz Safarov 
Azerbaijan

#3                              (10+8)

w________w
[wGRdwdbd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dpdkdPHB]
[wdwdp)w0]
[dP)wdwdK]
[ndwdPdwd]
[dwdwgwdw]
w--------w

M0861 Tibor  Érsek 
Hungary 

#3 (10+9)

W________w
[bdnHw1Bd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[w4wdwdwd]
[dPdwiw)w]
[wGQdN$Ph]
[4wdpdpIw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

M0862 Mike Prcic
Los Angeles, CA 

#3                            (10+11)

SG45 (January - March) Solutions - 

THREEMOVERS 
 

Comments from:  Author (A), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Bob Bua 

(BB), Romuald Lazowski (RL), David Moulton (DM) and Wilfried 

Seehofer (WS) 
  

M0790 (Velihanov) 1.Rb6! (zz) 1...Kc4 2.Be6+ Kc3 3.Rc6#, 

1...Ke4 2.Rc6 Kd5 3.Bg2#. 

M0791 (Matrenin) 1.Se6! (zz) 1...Kg4 2.Sg5+ Kf4/Kh4 

3.Bh2/Sf3#, 1...Kh3 2.Sf4+ Kh4 3.Sg2#. Eliminated from the 

competition. It was published by the author earlier this year in 
Kudesnik-120 (Jan.).  A nice Rex Solus miniature with a 
surprising key and two different second moves by White 
(WS). 

________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[pdwGwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[Pdkdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wIw$wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

A M0795 (v)
V. Kichigin/E.Fomichev

#3                       (4+4)
b) after 1st move in a)
c) after 1st move in b)

w________w
[wdwdBdbd]
[!Pdwdwdw]
[w$wdwIwd]
[HpGpdR)w]
[wdwdk)wd]
[dw0w0w0w]
[wHwdwdPd]
[dwgwdndw]
w--------w

B M0807 (v) 
Neistadt/Aliovsadzade

#3*                    (12+9)

M0792 (Markevitch) 1.Bc8! (zz) 1...Kf5 2.Sc5+ Kf4 2.Qg3#, 1...Kd5 2.Qe5+ Kc4/Kc6 

3.Ba6/Qc5#, 1...Kd6 2.Qe5+.  Anticipated.  Same position was published by T.Balo, 
Magadanskiy Komsomolets,1987 (Submitted by V. Kozhakin).  Great key, attractive 
variations (LB), A good flight-giving key and nice variations (WS). 
M0793 (Markevitch) 1.Ke2! (zz), 1...Kxf4 2.Qxf5+ Kg3 3.Qf2#, 1...Kd4 2.Sd3 Kc3/Ke4 

3.Qc5/Qb4#, 1...Ke4 2.Sd3 Kd4 3.Qb4# (2...f4 2.Qb4,Qxf4# weak dual).  Anticipated. 
Mirrored position of V. Kozhakin's , Segonia-Zavtra, 2008, 3rd Pr.: wKd3 Qc8 Bd6 Sc4 Pb6 

(5), bKd5 Pc5 (2) 1.Bc5! (Submitted by V. Kozhakin).  Excellent key! (BB), Amazing key 
with a different sacrifice of the wS (WS).  
M0794 (Kozhakin)1.Be6? f5 2.Bxf5, 1...fxe6!, 1.Bg5+? Kh3!; 1.Se6! f5 2.Bg5+[A] (threat) K~ 
3.Sf4#[B], 1...f6 2.Sf4[B] f5 Bg5#[A], 1...fxe6 2.Bxe6 Kh5 3.Rh2#, 1...K~ 2.Sf4+. Good 
miniature with tries (RL). 
M0795 (Kichigin) 1.Bh7! (zz) 1...Ke4 2.Rg4+ Kd5 3.Bg8#, 1...d5 2.Rxg7+ Ke4 3.Rg4#. 
Finally some model mates, and pretty ones at that. Also a good ambush key (LB). 
Eugene Fomichev sent an improvement, see diagram A. Solution: a) 1.Rd1! (zz), 1...Kb4 

2.Rd4+, 1...a5 2.Rd2, b) 1.Rd2!, c) 1.Rd1! Perpetuum mobile! 

M0796 (Kvyatkovskij) 1.Sd8! (2.Qe3+/2.Sf7), 

1...Ke5 2.d4+ Kf4/Kd4 3.Se6/Sc6#, 1...Kg5 
2.Sf7+ Kh5/Kf4 3.g4/Qe3#, 1...f5 2.Sf7 fxe4 

3.Qf2#.  A few pretty model mates (LB). 
M0797 (Glišić) 1.e6! (2.Rf7&3.Rf8#),1...0-0-0 

2.Rd7+ Kb8 3.Rxd8#, 1...Rc8 2.Bb5+ Rc6/Kd8 

3.Rb8/e7#.  Siers battery, castling, Meredith 
(A). 
M0798 (Zgerski) 1.Sd4! (2.Qe6+ Ke4 3.Bg2#), 

1...Sc5 2.Qf3+ Se4 3.Qf7#, 1...Se1 2.f3 Sxf3 
3.Qxf3#, 1...Sxe5 2.Qe6+ Ke4 3.Qxe5#, 1...Kc4 

2.Qc8+ Kd5 3.Bg2#. 
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M0799 (Holden) 1.Se5! (2.Qf3#), 1...Kxf4 2.Qh2+ Ke4/Kg5 3.Bf3/Sf7#, 1...Kd5 2.Bf3+ Kc5 

3.Sd7#.  Congratulations! An excellent Bohemian problem with pin mates (LB).  
M0800 (Neistadt) 1.Sxd6? c1Q!, 1.Se7? c1S!; 1.Sb6! (2.c8Q 3.Qh8#), 1...Sxc7 2.Qb4+ Ke5 
3.Qf4#, 1...Be2 2.Rc4+ Kxd3 3.Qd5/Qc3#, 1...c1Q 2.c8Q Qxc3 3.Qd5#, 1...c1S 2.c8Q Sxd3 

3.Rc4#.  Very good problem; 1.Se7 nearly does it (BB), Excellent problem, chiefly 
because it is so difficult to solve (LB). 
M0801 (Mammadov/Melnichuk) 1...Bxf5 2.Sf3+ Be4/Rc4 3.Qxe4/Rh4#, 1...Rxf5 2.Sf3+ 
Rf4/Bc4 3.Qxf4/Rh4#, 1.Sf3+?[A] Bc4 2.Rh4+[B] Kxf5 3.Rf4#, 1...Rc4!, 1.Rh4+?[B] Kxh4 

2.Sf3+[A] Kh5 3.Qh4#, 1...Kg5!; 1.Qd7! (2.Qg7#), 1...Bxf5 2.Re4+ Rf4/Kg5 3.Qxf5/Qe7#, 

1...Rxf5 2.Re8  ~/Bc4/Kg5 3.Rg8/Qxf5/Qg7#.  Pseudo-Salazar. White moves Sf3 and 
Rh4 change functions (A). 
M0802 (Malyuk) 1.g5! (2.Rxe4+ Sxe4 3.Qxe4#), 1...Bxd3 2.exf4+ Kxd5 3.Rxc5#, 1...Sd4 

2.exd4+ cxd4 3.Qxd4#, 1...exd5 2.Qxd5+! Bxd5/Kxd5/Sxd5 3.exf4/Rxc5/Rxe4#.  Nice 
Queen sacrifice! (DM).  
M0803 (Kvyatkovskij) a) 1.Re8? (2.Bf8+ Se6 3.Rxe6#), 1...Bxd6 2.Bxd8+ Be7 3.Bc7#, 

1...Sc6!; 1.Rh5! (2.Bxe4+ f5/Ke6 3.Bxf3/Bf5#), 1...Bxg4 2.Bxe4+ Bf5  3.Bf3#; b) 1.Rh5? 

Bb6!; 1.Re8!.  The Rovno theme: Identical black and white units swap squares (A), 
Interesting problem with try (RL).  
M0804 (Grinblat) 1.a3! (2.d4+ exd4/cxd3 e.p./exd3 e.p. 3.Bxb4/b4/Sd7#), 1...cxb6 2.Bb4+ K~ 

3.Rd6#, 1...Sxc6 2.b4+ Sxb4+/cxb3 e.p. 3.axb4/Qxb5#, 1...f3 2.Sd7+ Kd5 3.Se3#, (1...Bd3 

2.Qxd3).  Excellent problem, fine play (BB), The mates from the threat obligingly come 
back as second moves in the variations. I had a hard time cracking this terrific problem 
(LB). 
M0805 (Makaronez/Sygurov) 1.Qc5! (2.d6 Sf4 3.Sf6#), 1...Sc4 2.Re7+![A] (2.Sd6+? Sxd6!) 

Kf5 3.hxg4#[B], (2...Se5 3.Sd6#), 1...Sf4 2.Sd6+![C] (2.Re7+? Se6+!) Ke5 3.Sxg4#[D]. The 
first thematic system: Anti-duals, bQ interference (A). 1...Kf5[a] 2.hxg4+[B] Ke5[b] 

3.Re7#[A], (2...Qxg4 3.d6#), 1...Ke5[b] 2.Sxg4+[D] Kf5[a] 3.Sd6#[C],(2...Qxg4 3.d6#). The 

second thematic system: Unpinning of both Queens, reciprocation of Black's first moves. Also, 

reciprocal change of White's 2nd and 3rd moves between the systems(A). Duals after non-

thematic 2...Qd4 are of no significance (as this editor assumes!) in this, generally, wonderful 

achievement.  A masterpiece (BB), Marvelous problem with cycles and a terrific solving 
experience (LB), Rich play and a quiet threat, well done (WS).  
M0806 (Bourd/Grinblat) 1.b5! (2.Sb6+ Kc5/Ke6 3.Rc4/Bxf5#), 1...Rxg4 2.Rc4! ~3.Rc5#, 

2...Rxc4 3.Qxc4&dxc4# (minor dual), 1...Bxg4 2.Bxf5! ~ /Bxf5 3.Be4/Qc4#, (1...Re6 2.a8Q+) 
Rudenko Paradox.  The mates from the threat reappear as second moves in “anti-
Grimshaw” variations. The three out of play White pieces star in this great problem 
(LB), It took almost an hour to find all variations! (WS). 
M0807 (Neistadt) 1.Qa7! (2.Rxd5+ Kxd5/Kxf4 3.Rd6/Rd4#), 1...Sd2 2.Bxe3!  ~/Kxe3 
3.Re5/Re6#, 1...e2 2.Sd3!  ~/Kxd3 3.Re5/Rxd5#.  Nice sacrifices, remote blockings, 
beautiful battery mates.  Congratulations to the composer for this diabolically difficult 
and brilliant problem (LB), Two good tries and a well hidden key (WS). See diagram B, a 

version with much better content and economy. Solution: 1...b4 2.Rxb4+ d4 3.Rxd4#, 1...d4 

2.Bc6+ Bd5 3.Bxd5#. 1.Bg6! (threat and variations unchanged). 

MOREMOVERS and STUDIES 
Moremovers Editor:  Richard Becker, Studies Editor:  Franjo Vrabec 

Judges,  Moremovers: Zlatko Mihajloski, Studies: Richard Becker 

 

Moremovers. The obvious key move in Vladimir's "baby" is followed by a clever second move 
that strikes us as counter-intuitive.  Form two mates in [2], then catalogue a dizzying number 

of mates in [3]. Battery play can make for interesting problems, and [4] and [5] do not disap-

point.  The Leonids demonstrate thematic variations in which Black closes White lines.  In 
Arieh's solo effort the thematic variations are unified by White decoy moves that force Black 

to open a line.  In Alexander's fivemover the white rook plays follow-the-leader with his oppo-

site.  Albert's six-mover ends in a model mate.  The white knight must find the correct path in 
Marcel's ten-mover.  The final destination is checkmate by way of Zugzwang.     

189

Studies. E0174 A variation of J. Greko’s famous study from 1625. However, the idea here is 

quite different. 

E0175 Black is unsuccessfully trying to lure White into a variation which, according to Grand-

master Bora Ivkov, represents one of the three most important settings in the history of chess. 

E0176 The Knight has seemingly impossible tasks: survive and stop the black passed Pawn. 

However, to win, White has to use the opposite method. 

E0177 Sometimes the shortest path is not the best. 
E0178 Although some motifs remind of Mhedruli theme of G. Naderashvili, the goal is 

reached by multiple means. 

E0179 White ends dramatic foreplay with an idea reminiscent of Kasparyan’s ‘passive domina-
tion’. 
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¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£1£¼£¤£¥
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
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£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

M0863 Vladimir Nikitin
Russia

#4                                (2+2)
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M0864 Valery Rezinkin
Russia

#4                                (7+4)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
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M0865 Ramutis Juozenas
Lithuania

#4                            (10+10)
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M0866 Leonid Makaronez & 
Leonid Lyubashevsky, Israel

#4                              (9+14)
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M0867 Arieh Grinblat
Israel

#4                            (11+13)
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M0868 Leonid Lyubashevsky & 
Mikhail Satanovsky, Israel/USA

#5                                (9+9)
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M0869 Alexander Bulavka
Belarus

#5                            (16+11)
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M0870 Albert Grigorian
Russia

#6                               (4+2)
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M0871 Marcel Doré
France

#10                              (5+6)
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W________w
[wdwdKdwi]
[dwdwdw0p]
[wdwHwdwd]
[dwdp0Pdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[whwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdbI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w1wdwdwd]
[dwdw$Rdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIw0wdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wHwdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

E0174 Eligiusz Zimmer
Poland

Win                             (3+6)

E0175 Ilham Aliev
Azerbaian

Draw                           (3+4)

E0176 Marcel Doré
France

Win                              (3+3)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[wdwdpdpd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdwdNdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[bdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)wdPdq)]
[dwdNdndw]
[wdNGwdwd]
[Iw)wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwhwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdkdwdK!]
[0w)wdP0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dPdwdpdw]
[p)wdwdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdp0]
[dwdbdw1w]
w--------w

E0177 Marcel Doré
France

Draw                            (3+4)

E0178 Mirko Marković
Serbia

Draw                            (8+5)

E0179 Pietro Rossi
Italy

Draw         BTM          (7+9)

SG45 (January - March) Solutions - MOREMOVERS & STUDIES 
 

Comments from:  Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Romuald Lazowski (RL) and Wilfried Seehofer 

(WS) 

 

M0808 (Holden) 1.Bd5! Kd4 2.Qa3 Ke5 3.Qg3+ Kd4/Kf6 4.Qc3/Qg7#, 1...Kd6 2.Qa7 Ke5 

3.Qc7+ Kd4/Kf6 4.Qc3/Qg7#.  I think that it’s impossible to find something new in Rex 
Solus problems (WS). 
M0809 (Rezinkin) 1.Bf2! g1Q 2.Bxg1 Kg2 3.Qf2+ Kh1/Kh3 4.Qh2/Qf3#, 1...h5 2.Qe4 h3 

3.Qe1+ ~  4.Qg1#,  2...Kh2 3.Qxf4+  ~  4.Qxh4#.  I didn’t find anything special (WS). 
M0810 (Hirschenson/Navon) 1.Sd5! 0-0-0 2.Qc4+ Kb8 3.Qc7+ Ka8 4.Sb6#, 1...0-0 2.Sxe7+ 

Kf7 fxg6+ Kf6/Ke8 4.Sd5/Sc6#, 1...Kd8 2.Qxe7+ Kc8 3.Rc3+ Kb8 4.Qxd6#, 1...Kf7 2.Qxe7+ 

Kg8 3.Sf6+ gxf6 4.Rxg6#.  The key is obvious, the castling variations are quite good 
(WS). 
M0811 (Prcic) 1.b5! (2.Sh5+ Kxd5 3.Sf6+ Ke6 4.d5#) not 2.Sxe2+? Kxd5 3.Sf4+?? (pinned 

Knight!) not 2.Sxg6+? Kxd5 3.Sf4+?? (pinned Knight!), 1...Rxb5 2.Sxe2+! Kxd5 3.Sf4+ 

Kd6/Kc6 4.Re6#, 1...Rd8 2.Sxg6+! Kxd5 3.Sf4+ Kd6 4.Sf5#; 3...Ke4 4.Re7#, (1...Sb6/Sc7 

2.Se6+ Kxd5 3.S(x)c7+ Ke4 4.Re7#, 1...Re8 2.Sh5+ Re5 3.Sf6 ~ 4.Bxe5#). Full threat with 

two thematic tries and two thematic variations. Sierrs battery, with the front piece making four  

different moves. Contrasting threat with variations and four different mates. (A) Very good 
unpin variations (LB), Effective use of the White battery (WS).  
M0812 (Satanovsky) 1.Bd2! (2.Qxf3+ gxf3 3.Rd4#), 1...Bc4 2.Sc5+ Rxc5 B(Q)f5+ Rxf5 

4.Q(B)xf5#, 1...Bxe4 2.Ba6+ Rb5 3.Bxb5+ Qc4 4.Bxc4#, 1...Bf7 2.Sa6(Sd7) ~ 3.Sc5+.  This 
problem does not seem to be sound. It has three threats of different lengths and Black 
can not parry all of them (LB), A wealth of variations (RL), Very interesting variations 
and a well hidden Queen sacrifice in the threat (WS).  
M0813 (Onkoud) 1.Rb7! Ka4 2.Sb6+ Kb4 3.Rb8 a5 4.Ra8 a4 5.Sd5#; 3...Ka5 4.Kb3 b4 
5.Sc4#.  Good (RL), Too simple, not very exciting (WS).  
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M0814 (Lyubashevsky/Satanovsky) 1.Ba4? a1S!; 1.Be8! exf4 2.Bg6+ Ke5 3.Rd7 Bxe3 4.Bh4 

~ 5.Bf6#, 1...Sf7 2.Bxf7 exf4 3.Rxe6+ Kd4 4.Sc4+ Kxc4/Kd5 5.Rxb6/Sxb6#.  The key is 
obvious (WS).  
M0815 (Aliovsadzade) 1.c6! bxc6 2.Kb7 c5 3.Kc6 c4 4.Kd6 c3 5.Se7 c2 6.Sc6#.  Simple play 
(RL), A Pawn sacrifice to avoid the stalemate (WS). 
M0816 (Popov) 1.Kd4? c5+!; 1.Qf6! Kh2 2.Qh4+ Kg1 3.Qf4 cxd5 4.Kd4 dxc4 5.Qf6 Kh2 

6.Qh4+ Kg1 7.Ke3 Kf1 8.Qf2#.  Enjoyable problem (RL), Very elegant, but the style is 
old fashioned (WS).  
E0164 (Heijden) 1...Sa4 (1...Sxd2+ 2.Kf2 Kh2 3.Qxd4 Se4+ 4.dxe4 +-) 2.Qc1 b2 3.Qxc2 

Sxd2+ 4.Kf2!! (4.Qxd2? b1R+!! 5.Kf2 Rb2 -+) 4...b1Q (4...b1R 5.Qxa4 +-) 5.Qxd2! Qb2 

6.Kf1! Qb1+ (Qxd2 stalemate) 7.Kf2 Qg1+ 8.Kf3 Qf1+ 9.Kg3 Qg1+ 10.Kf3 (10.Kh3? Qe3+ 

-+) 10...Qe3+ 11.Qxe3 dxe3 12.Kxe3 Kg2 13.Kd4 Sb6 14.Kc5 Kf3 15.Kxb6 Ke3 16.Kc5 

Kxd3 17.Kxd5 = 

E0165 (Mikitovics) 1.Rb6! [1.Rf2? Sxc6 2.Sc4 Se1 3.Re2 (3.Rf1 Kb1 =) 3...Kb1 4.Sxa3+ Kc1 

5.Rxa2 (5.Rxe1+ Kb2 6.Sc4+ Kb3 7.Rc1 Sa5 =) 5....Sb4 6.Re2 Sec2+ =, or 1. Rxa2+? Kxa2 

2.c7 Kb1 =] 1...Sxc6 2.Sc4! (2.Kxf3? Se5+ 3.Ke2 Sc4 4.Sxc4 stalemate) 2...Sfe5! [2...Sce5 
3.Sxa3 Sc4+ 4.Sxc4 Sd2 5.Sa5! Sc4+ 6.Kd3! Sxb6 (6...Sxa5 7.Kc3 +-) 7.Kc2 Sc4 8.Sb3+ 

mate] 3.Sxa3 Sc4+ (3...Sb4 4.Rxb4 Sc4+ 5.Rxc4 Kb2 6.Sc2 +-) 4.Sxc4  Sa5! 5.Sd2! Sc4+ 

6.Kd3! Sxd2! 7.Kc3! Se4+ (7...Sb1+ 8.Kc2 Sa3+ 9.Kb3 Sc2 10.Rd6! +-) 8. Kc2! Sd6 9. Rb4! 

[9.Kb3? Sf5 10.Rb4 (10.Rf6 Sd4+ =) 10...Kb1 11.Kc3+ Kc1 =] 9...Sb5 (9...Sc4 10.Kc3! Se3 

11.Rh4! Sd1+ 12.Kc2 Se3+ 13.Kb3 +-) 10. Re4! (10.Rf4? Sd4+ 11.Kc3 Se2+ =) 10...Sd4+ 

11.Kc3! Sf3 12.Rb4! (12.Kc2? Sd4+ 13.Kc3 Sf3 14.Rb4 loss of time) 12...Sg1 13.Rb2! 

(13.Re4? Sf3 14.Rb4 Sg1 15.Rb2 loss of time) 13...Sf3 14.Rf2 (14.Rb5? Sd4! 15.Re5 Sb5+ 

16.Kc2 Sd4+ 17.Kc3 Sb5+ =) +- 

E0166 (Pallier) 1.Kg8! [1.Sg7+? (1.e6? or 1.Sg3+? Kg6 -+) 1…Kg6 2.Kg8 Rxg7+ 3.Kf8 Rxh7 
4.e6 Kf6 -+, or 1.Sf6? Bxe5 2.c7 Bxf6+ 3.Kg8 Re8+ 4.Kf7 Rc8 -+, or 1.c7? Bxc7 2.bxc7 Rxc7 

3.Kg8 (3.Sg3+ Kxe5 4.Kg8 Rxh7 -+) 3…Rxh7 -+, or 1.Sf4? Bxe5+ 2.Kg8 Rg7+ -+, or 1.e6? 

(1.Sg3+?) 1...Kg6 -+] 1…Bxe5 [1…Ke6 (1…a3? 2.Sg7+) 2.Sg7+ Rxg7+ 3.Kxg7 Bxe5+ 4.Kf8 
Kd6 (4…a3 5.b7) 5.b7 Kc7  6.Ke7 a3 7.b8Q+ Kxb8 8.Kd7 =, or 1…Kg6  2.Sf4+ Kf5 3.c7 

Bxc7 (3…Re8+ 4.Kf7 Rh8 5.cxb8Q Rxb8 6.Sg6 a3 7.h8Q Rxh8 8.Sxh8 a2 9.b7) 4.bxc7 Rxc7 

(4…Re8+ 5.Kf7 Rc8 6.e6, or 5…Rh8 6.Kg7) 5.Sd3! a3 6.Sb4 =, or 1…Re8+ 2.Kf7 Rc8  
(2…Rd8  3.Sg7+ Kxe5 4.c7 Bxc7 5.bxc7 Rh8 6.c8Q Rxc8 7.Se8 +-, or  2…Rh8 3.c7 a3 

4.cxb8Q Rxb8 5.Sg7+ Kxe5 6.Se8 =, or 3…Bxc7 4.bxc7 a3 5.Sg7+ Kxe5 6.c8Q Rxc8 7.Se8) 

3.Sg7+ Kg5 (3…Kxe5 Se8, or 3…Ke4 4.e6) 4.Se6+ Kh6 5.c7 Bxc7 (5…Kxh7 6.b7) 6.bxc7 
Kxh7  7.Ke7 a3 8.Kd7 a2 (8…Rxc7+ 9.Sxc7 =)  9.Kxc8 =] 2.c7! (2.h8Q? Re8+! 3.Kf7 Rxh8 -

+, or 2.b7? Re8+ 3.Kf7 Rh8 4.Sg7+ Kg5 5.Se6+ Kh6 6.c7 Rxh7+ 8.Kg8 Rxc7! 9.b8Q Rg7+ 

10.Sxg7 Bxb8 -+) 2…Bxc7 [2…Re8+  3.Kf7! Rh8 (3…Rc8 4.Sg7+ Ke4 5.Se8! Kd5 6.b7! +-) 
4.Sg7+ Ke4  (4…Kg5 5.Se6+ Kh6 6.Sf8) 5.Se8! Rxh7+ (5…Bxc7  6.bxc7 Rxh7+ 7.Sg7! Rh8 

8.Se8 =) 6.Kg6!  Bxc7 7.bxc7 Rxc7 8.Sxc7 a3 9.Sb5! =] 3.bxc7 (3.Sg7+? Rxg7+! 4.Kxg7 

Bxb6 5.h8Q Bd4+ -+, or 3.h8Q? Re8+ 4.Kg7 Rxh8 5.Kxh8 Be5+ -+) 3…Rxc7 4.Sg7+! Kg6! 

5.h8S+ ! Kh6! (5…Kf6  6.Se8+ Ke7 7.Sxc7 =, or 5…Kg5 6.Se6+ Kg4(f6) 7.Sc7 =) 6.Sf7+ 

Kg6 7.Sh8+! [7.Se5+? Kf6!! 8.Se8+ Kxe5 9.Sxc7 a3 -+] 7…Kh6 8.Sf7+ positional draw [A] 

E0167 (Nikitin) 1.Kf6!! h5! 2.Kxg7!! Kb6! 3.Kf6 h4 4.Ke5 h3 5.Kd6 = Harold van der Hei-

jden has pointed out that this study was already published in Uralski Problemist 2008.  1.Kf6! 
and we have reached the famous Reti study, I think…(WS).  

SELFMATES 
Editor: Petko A. Petkov,  Judge:  s#2-3, n – Zoran Gavrilovski          

          
As always, Zivko’s trio shows strong strategic play: S0449 and S0451 demonstrate nice white 

battery play, while S0452 is more complex. This is followed by two hard-nuts-to-crack five-
movers S0452 and S0453. S0454 is thematically unusual, but very difficult to solve.  
 For problems in excess of 8 moves, let me know if they are fully or partially tested. In the 

case of partially tested programs, we mark them C-. It is always important to let me know 
which testing program was used. 
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W________w
[ndNdQdwd]
[$wdN)wdw]
[wdkdwdpd]
[GwgwdPdb]
[Pdw$w)wd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdP0rdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw4w4wd]
[dpdpdp)P]
[w!wdRdwI]
[dw$wdwdP]
[wdNdNiwd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[w0wdwdPd]
[dwgBGwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdBdwdQ]
[wdw)wdwd]
[0wdw0wdw]
[wdpdRdwd]
[dp)kdpdw]
[N$sGpdN0]
[dbdnIwgr]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[4pdwdw0p]
[w)w)wdwd]
[0w)w!w)w]
[wdw0bdwH]
[GwdwiNdw]
[K0wdw$Rd]
[gBdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[RdBdwdwd]
[dndNdw0w]
[qdw0wdpg]
[dbdQdwdw]
[wdpdPdwd]
[Hw0wiw)w]
[wdPdp$Pd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdw)pHwd]
[dw0w)w!w]
[w0Pdwdwd]
[dwdw0kdw]
[N0wdpdwd]
[dRgwIwdw]
w--------w

S0449 Živko Janevski 
Macedonia

S0450 Živko Janevski 
Macedonia

S0451 Živko Janevski 
Macedonia

s#3 (12+8) s#3 (13+8) s#3 (10+12)

S0452 Camillo Gamnitzer
Austria

s#5                          (12+10)

S0453 Tibor Érsek
Hungary

s#5 (11+11)

S0454 Guy Sobrecases 
France

s#8* (8+9)

SG45 (January - March) Solutions - SELFMATES 
 

Comments from:  Ladislav Belcsak (LB), C. C. Frankiss (CCF), Romuald Lazowski (RL) and 

Wilfried Seehofer (WS) 

 

S0437 (Aberman/Hirschenson) 1.Sa6! (2.Sb4+ axb4#), 1…Rxd4 2.Qc4+ Rxc4#, 1…Sfxd4 

2.Qb5+ Sxb5#.  Black builds two batteries, thematic tries are missing (WS).  
S0438 (Janevski) 1.Qa2? Qd5!; 1.Qg8! (2.f4+ exf3 e.p. 3.Sxf3+[A] Qxf3#), 1…Qa6 2.d4+ 
exd3 e.p. 3.Sxd3+[B] Qxd3#, 1…Qxa5 2.Sf3+[A] exf3 3.d4+ cxd4#, 1…Qa7 2.Sd3+[B] exd3 

3.Rxc5+ Qxc5#  I like this problem very much (WS), Good White threat followed by 
excellent defensive moves by the bQ (CCF).  
S0439 (Janevski) 1…Sb5~ 2.Sg3+ Kf4 3.Qf1+ Bxf1#; 1.Rxh3! (2.Rxe3+ dxe3 3.Sxc3+ 

Sxc3#), 1…S5d6 2.Sxc3+ dxc3 3.Qc2+ Bd3#, 1…Sc7 2.Qg2+ Kd3 3.Bc4+ Bxc4#.  The rea-
son for the bPh3 is unclear (WS), Two subtle lines of play, but don’t see the need for 
bPh3 (CCF). 
S0440 (Petkov) 1.Rc8! (2.Sf3+ Ke4 3.Sd4+ Bg2#), 1…Rxd6 2.Sc6+ Kxc5 3.Qa5+ Bb5#, 
1…Sxe5 2.Qh7!  ~ 3.Qd3+ Bxd3#, 1…Rxe5 2.Qf7! ~ 3.Qc4+ Bxc4# (1…Rxc5 2.Sxg6+) ANI-

selfmate with two pairs: 1. Play of White S/B battery; II. Black self-pins on “e5”.  Composed 
in Petko’s wonderful style (WS), Subtle key and excellent play (CCF). 
S0441 (Janevski) 1.Qd8! (2.Rxc5+ bxc5 3.Qxd5+ Bxd5#), 1…Sd5~ 2.Sd2+ cxd2 3.Qd3+ 
Qxd3#, 1…Se3! 2.Qg8+ Sd5 3.Se3+ fxe3#, 1…Sb4! 2.Bxe2+ Sd3 3.Sxe5+ Rxe5#  Black 

correction (3rd degree) with Black complex pin and pin-mate with black pinned piece.  Excel-
lent problem with try (RL), Three beautiful variants from Zivko, the selfmate grandmas-
ter! (WS), Another subtle key with difficult play (CCF). 
S0442 (Kopyl/Koziura) a) 1…Bxf7 2.d5+ Bxd5 3.Bb7+ Kd7 4.Qc8+ Rxc8#; 1.Be7! (zz), 

1…Bxf7 2.d5+ Bxd5 3.Qb5+ Kc7+ 4.Qb7+ Bxb7#; b) 1... Bxf7 2.d5+ Bxd5 3.Qb5+ Kc7+ 

4.Qb7+ Bxb7#; 1. Bc5! Bxf7 2.d5+ Bxd5 3.Bb7+ Kd7 4.Qc8+ Rxc8#.  Very nice, well 
matched solutions (LB), Interesting problem with set play (RL), Too simple for me. The 
set play doesn’t add much (WS), Attractive lightweight problem, but b) is rather obvi-
ous and should be excluded (CCF).  

193HELPMATES 
Editor:  Nikola Stolev 

Judges:  Živko Janevski (h#2), Borislav Gadjanski  (h#3) and Marko Ylijoki  (h#n) 

 
A warm welcome to Hariuc Friedrich. Also birthday greetings and congratulations to: Mecis-

lovas Rimkus (23.12.1942), Christer Jonsson (07.10.1947), Eligiusz Zimmer (13.12.1951), 

Nikola Stolev (06.12.1947) and Guy Sobrecases (31.10.1965). 
 We start with H1427 in which our frequent contributor, Robert J. Bales Jr., shows mates 

with different white pieces. In H1428, we see three-fold unpinning of the white Queen, while 

in H1430, wRg2 must disappear. Chepizhny shows a supple dual avoidance, while in H1432, 

we have white Grimshaw. We end twomovers with H1433, which shows a reciprocal roles of 

white and black Rooks and Bishops, while H1434 demonstrate a task with set-play. Out of 

threemovers, our frequent contributor, Christopher Jones, show Zilahi in H1440.  In the spirit 
of the current trend, the largest number of helpmates are moremovers. In H1444 and H1448, 

the solvers must find a motif for the twins. H1451 is a rare (and successful) case where the 

path of the white King is motivated by different effects, while the miniature H1453 shows the 
white Rook promotion. 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdPdwGwd]
[$wdwIwdw]
w--------

H1427 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL

h#2*                            (4+2)

W________w
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwhwgbd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[KdQdw4rd]
[dwdqdwdw]
w--------

H1428 Eligiusz Zimmer
Poland

h#2    Zeroposition       (2+8)      
a) Rf2→e8, b) Rg2→e7 
c) Bf4→g7

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdBdrd]
[dwIndwdw]
[wdwdkgwd]
[dwdw4q$w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1429 Andrew Kalotay
New York, NY

h#2        b) wSe6         (3+7)
c=b) & Se6→c7,  d=c) & wBc7

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdNdwdwd]
[dwdp0bdw]
[wdpdw4R0]
[dwiwIwdR]
w--------

H1430 Valery Kopyl
Ukraine

h#2      2 solutions       (4+8)

W________w
[wdNdwdwd]
[dq$wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdndb]
[wdrdwdwd]
[dw0whwdw]
[wdwdNdw4]
[dwIw$wdw]
w--------

H1431 Viktor Chepizny
Russia

h#2      2 solutions      (5+8)

W________w
[b4rdwdwd]
[1QdKdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dndndwdw]
[pdwdpdwd]
[dwdB0wdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
w--------

H1432 Efren Petite
Spain

h#2     2 solutions     (3+12)

W________w
[wdwdNdwd]
[0wHwdwdw]
[Pdk0w)wd]
[dwdbdwdw]
[wdrdwdPd]
[dwdwdBdK]
[w4Rdwdwg]
[dqdwdwGw]
w--------

H1433 Vitaly Medintsev
Russia

h#2      2 solutions      (9+8)

W________w
[wdwdwIwh]
[dwdwdw0B]
[wdw0wdwg]
[dwdwdN)w]
[b4qdwdw$]
[hwiwdwdr]
[p0pdp0w0]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1434 Leonard Balbus
Pacifica, CA

h#2*                          (5+16)          

W________w
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdBdkdwd]
[dw4wdwdw]
[wdbdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdndwd]
[gwdKHwhw]
w--------

H1435 Piet Pascale
France

h#3      3 solutions       (4+6)
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________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdpdw]
[wdwiw0wd]
[dwdrdwdw]
[wdwdb4wd]
[dwdwdndw]
[wdw)wIwG]
[dwdw$wdw]
w--------

H1436 Lennart Werner
Sweden

h#3     b) Kd6→e6      (4+8)

W________w
[BdwHwdbI]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdw0wdwd]
[$wdPdwdw]
[whwiw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdq]
w--------

H1437 Christer Jonsson
Sweden

h#3        b) bPb4          (5+7)

W________w
[wdwIndrd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wdpdw4wd]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdBdP]
[wdwHwdqd]
[dwgwdwdw]
w--------

H1438 Mečislovas Rimkus
Lithuania

h#3      b) Bc1→h8      (5+8)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdw$pdwd]
[dwdwdkgp]
[wIwdwdwd]
[dw4Ndw0w]
[wdpdwdwd]
[1wdrdndw]
w--------

H1439 Semion Shifrin
Israel

h#3                             (3+11)
b) Sd3→a7, c) Rd6→h5

________w
[wdwdwdRd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdPdpdw]
[w0wiw0w4]
[dpdwdKdb]
[wdrdwHw1]
[dndwdwdw]
w--------

H1440 Christopher Jones
England

h#3     2 solutions     (4+12)

________w
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdw0Pdw0]
[dw$w)wGb]
[p0w0Pdwd]
[4rdwdwiw]
w--------

H1441 Israel Tzur
Israel

h#3    b) Kg1→d2    (7+11)

W________w
[KhbdRdBd]
[0rdpdwdw]
[w0wdNdPd]
[dwdPdP0w]
[wdwdwdwg]
[dw)kdpdw]
[wdw0w4wd]
[hwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1442 Abdelaziz Onkoud
France

h#3    b) Pd5→e5     (8+13)

________w
[wdwdkdn4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1443 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL

h#4     Zeroposition     (2+4)
a) Sg8→h7, b) -Bh6

W________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[0PdPdkdw]
[PdKgw0wd]
[dw0wdPdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1444 Nikola Stolev
Macedonia

h#4    b) Kc4Kf5     (7+7)

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdpdp]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdP0w)p)]
[dw4w)w0w]
[wdrdPdwG]
[gwdBdKdw]
w--------

H1445 Henk Weenink
Holland

h#4                            (8+11)

W________w
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdwIwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwhw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[bdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------

H1446 Gennady Zgersky
Russia

h#5                              (2+5)

________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdp4pdwd]
[dwdqdwdB]
w--------

H1447 Friedrich Hariuc
Germany

h#5     b) Pa3→a7      (2+6)
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W________w
[Bdwdkdwd]
[dndwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdrdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdbdw]
w--------

H1448  Zlatko Mihajloski
Macedonia

h#5½   b) Ka4Ke8  (2+4)

________w
[wdwdNdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIwdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

W________w
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w] 
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw)p]
[wdwdw0w)]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

H1449 Ron Fenton
Yellow Springs, OH

h#6                             (2+2) 

H1450 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL

h#6                             (3+4) 

W________w
[kdwgwdwd]
[dwdp4pdp]
[Bdbdw4wd]
[dpdwdqdw]
[whwdwdwd]
[dwdwhwdp]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------

H1451 Guy Sobrecases
France

h#6½    2 solutions   (2+13)

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd] 
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdPd] 
[dwdwdwhK]
w--------

H1452 Newman Guttman 
& Leonard Balbus, USA

h#7                             (3+4)

W________w
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]  
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[K)wdwdwd]
[hwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1453  Zlatko Mihajloski
Macedonia

h#8½                          (2+3)

SG45 (January - March) Solutions - HELPMATES 

 

Comments from:  Ladislav Belcsak (LB), C. C. Frankiss (CCF), Romuald Lazowski (RL), 

Jeremy Morse (JM), Wilfried Seehofer (WS) and Radovan Tomašević (RT) 

 

H1379 (Kazimov) 1.Rd4 Rd1 2.Re4 Rd5#, 1.Ke4 Kf6 2.Bd2 Rxc4#.   

H1380 (Onkoud) a) 1.Qe4 Sh5 2.Rb3 Rxd5#, b) 1.Qe5 Se6 2.Se3+ Bxd3#.  Nicely composed 
(CCF). 
H1381 (Molnar) 1.Sd5 Bc2 2.Rf7 Sc5#, 1.Sf7 Ba4 2.Rd5 Sg7#.  Reciprocal bR/bS play to 
the same square (CCF).   
H1382 (Fomichev) a) 1.Sxg3 Sf1 2.Sxe4 Sg3#, b) 1.Sxd4 Sf3 2.Sxe6 Sd4#.  Very nice Um-
nov (LB), Interesting Knight play (RL), Umnov theme with self-pins (CCF). 
H1383 (Popovski) 1.Sf6 g4+ 2.Ke5 Qg3#, 1.Bf6 f4 2.Rb7 Qxe4#.  Unmatched solutions but 
nice mates (CCF).  
H1384 (Molnar) a) 1.Rc3 c4 2.Bd5 cxd5#, b) 1.Rd5 Rc4 2.Bc3 Rc8#.  Reciprocal Grimshaw 
shutoffs to same squares (CCF). 
H1385 (Pascale) 1.Kxc3 Bxc6 2.Bxe4 Bxe4#, 1.dxc3 Rxc6 2.Kxe4 Rxc3#.  In the first solu-
tion, bBf6 has no role (RT), All capturing problem with B/R and R/B batteries (CCF).  
H1386 (Witztum) 1.Ra3 Rxa3 2.Qg5 Rxf3#, 1.Bb2 Bxb2 2.Qg4 Bxe5#.  Nice idea, Black 
just gets out of the way (LB).  
H1387 (Navon) a) 1.Sg3 Kc3 2.Re5 Sf4#, b) 1.Rc7 Kxb5 2.Rf4 Re5#.  Two-fold Black shut-
offs (CCF).  
H1388 (Petite) 1.Sg6 Rb8 2.Rf4 Re8#, 1.Sc6 Rb5 2.Sf4 Re5#.  Nicely matched and interest-
ing pin unpin solutions (LB), Well composed (CCF).  
H1389 (Lukyanov) a) 1.Rb6 Sa6 2.Sd4 Be4 3.0-0-0 Sxb6#, b) 1.Rxa2 Sc6 2.Bg7 Bxa2 3.Bf8 

Sf6#.  Two clever sequences. Nice problem (CCF). 
H1390 (Dikusarov) 1.e1R cxb8S 2.Re7 Sxd7 3.Rg7 Sf8#, 1.e1B Kc4 2.Bc3 cxb8Q 3.Bcg7 

Qxb1#, 1.Kg6 c8Q 2.Kh5 Qxd7 3.Bg6 Qh3#.  AUW, but no harmony between solutions 
(WS), Pleasant promotion problem, but not too difficult to solve (CCF).  



196 197H1391 (Weenink) a) 1.Ra4 b4 2.Kxb4 Rb1+ 3.Ka3 Rb3#, b) 1.Bxb5 c3 2.Kb3 Be2 3.Bc4 

Bd1#, c) 1.Kb4 b3 2.Ka3 Sd2 3.Sb4 Sc4#.  Clever twinning and good play. Attractive prob-
lem (CCF).  
H1392 (Onkoud) 1.Qg5 Rc1 2.Kf4 Rg1 3.Rf3 Rg4#, 1.Qe4 Bf8 2.Kf4 Bc5 3.Bf3 Be3#.  
H1393 (Jones) a) 1.Qf4 exf4+ 2.Kd5 Bc5 3.Rxe5 Rxe5#, b) 1.Rc5 dxc5+ 2.Ke5 Rf4 3.Qxd6 

Bxd6#.  Ingenuous twinning (CCF).  
H1394 (Mihajloski) a) 1.Rb3 Rxb5 2.Rc5 Bd1 3.Kd5 Bxb3#, b) 1.Bf2 Bh3 2.Bg4 Rc2 3.Kf5 

Rxf2#.  Nice idea, successfully executed (LB), Pin mates, but very easy solving (CCF). 
H1395 (Makaronez/Aliovsadzade) a) 1.Ra3 b4 2.Sb3 Ke2 3.b5 Sb2#, b) 1.Sd3 Sd2 2.Bc4 b3 

3.Sc5 bxc4#. White's reciprocal yielding of mating squares (A),  Good play particularly in b) 
(CCF).  
H1396 (Stolev) 1.Kd5 Sd3 2.Bc4 b4 3.exd3 Bf3#, 1.Kc5 Bf3 2.Bd5 b3 3.exf3 Sd3#.  Clever 
play in almost a cyclical pattern by White (CCF). 
H1397 (Kalotay) a) 1.Ke3 Ra5 2.Kf4 Bb5 3.Kg5 Be8+ 4.Kh6 Rh5#; b) 1.Ke4 Rh1 2.Kf5 Bh2 

3.Kg5 Kf7 4.Kh6 Bf4#.  This is amazing. Two phases with the Indian theme and 
switchback on the mating move. All this with a mere four pieces (LB), Good aristo-
cratic super miniature (RL), Two Indians with ideal material economy (WS), Attractive 
miniature (CCF).  
H1398 (Bales) 1.gxh2+ Kxh2 2.Kxh5 Kg3 3.h2 Kf4 4.Kh4 Rxh2#, 1.g2 Kh2 2.g1R Kf3 3.Rg5 
Rg1 4.Rxh5 Rg4#.  Elegant (RL), The second solution was quite tricky to work out 
(WS), Quite a nice miniature, but why the wPh5? (CCF).  
H1399 (Zimmer) a) 1.b6 axb6 2.Kb7 bxa7 3.Rb6 Kxh2 4.Ka6 a8Q, b) 1.Kb8 a6 2.Kc7 axb7 

3.Kb6 b8Q+ 4.Ka5 Qxa7#.  Quite simple…not much of interest (WS), Fairly straight 
forward promotion problem (CCF).  
H1400 (Milewski) 1.b1B Sxd3 2.Bxc2 Se5 3.Bh7 Kh6 4.Bg8 Sg6#, 1.b1S Sxd3 2.Sc3 Sxf4 

3.Sd5 Bh7 4.Se7 Se6#.  Not satisfying, Ra5 and Qd2 are only cook stoppers (WS), Pro-
motions to B/S used for self-blocks. Nicely done (CCF).  
H1401 (Fiebig/Wiehagen) 1.Qb4 Rc4 2.Rd4 Rc8 3.Rc7 c4+ 4.Kc5 Rxc7#.  A fine work of art. 
Many Bristols and an amazing mating position (WS), Mate from the top rather than the 
bottom. Clever idea (CCF).  
H1402 (Bales) 1.Kd2 e3 2.Kc3 Ke2 3.Kc4 c3 4.Kd5 c4+ 5.Ke4 f3#.  A puzzle for helpmate 
beginners (WS), Straightforward (JM), Rather straightfoward (CCF).  

SERIES-MOVERS and STALEMATES 
Editor: Radovan Tomašević,  Judge: Zdravko Maslar 

 

A warm welcome to Stefan Milewski. All the problems are computer-tested except for C0306 

and Q0226. Please pay special attention to these two problems. There were also several 

problems with cooks, which returned to their authors for correction. 

 In C0301, in both solutions the Queen plays the first move, while C0304 and C0305, have 

interesting solutions. In C0306, Ljubomir has fallen short of the record which stands at 35 

moves for a ser.h# with only the white King and the white Pawn. C0307 is very impressive 

with 14 unpins in only 20 moves. 

 Q0221 shows Kozhakin Theme, while in Q0225, the white Bishop must lose a tempo in 
order for the solution to be in exactly 7 moves. The last entry is difficult to solve. It was 

initially conceived as h=. 

W________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[p)wdwdw$]
[0wdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[rdwHwdwd]
[iwdNdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwgwGwd]
[0w0wdwdw]
[K)w)wdPd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdw4wdw]
[wIwdwdwd]
[dP0wdwdq]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0296 Israel Tzur
Israel

ser.s#6                        (6+6)

C0297 Robert J. Bales, Jr.
Broadview, IL

ser.s=8                        (5+6)

C0298 Robert J. Bales, Jr.
Broadview, IL

ser.s=19                       (2+5)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[wdwdwGwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w$P0wdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdbdwdwd]
[dRdpdwdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw!wdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdNdp]
[w1B)wdw)]
[dwiwdw)P]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwdwdk0w]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dw)w0wdw]
[wdwdrdw$]
[0w0pdpdw]
[Pdpdw)wd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwiwd]
[dw0wdpdw]
[w0w)wdwd]
[gp0Pdwdw]
[q)wdpdwd]
[dndwGwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wIbdwdw4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdw)pdpd]
[dw0pGr0w]
[wdwdphPg]
[dwdniwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdw0pdw]
[pdwdwhwd]
[dPIwdwdw]
[w4wdwdqd]
[gwdwdwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw4NdKd]
[dwdrdPdw]
[R0wdk0wd]
[dwdndbdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwhwdB]
[QdwdRdwd]
[Hwdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0299 Israel Tzur
Israel

ser.h#6    2 solutions    (6+2)

C0300 Karol Mlynka
Slovakia

ser.h#9*                       (4+3)

C0301 Gilles Regniers &
Ignaas Vandemeulebroucke

Belgium

ser.h#9 b) Qb4→d2 (9+3)

C0303 Israel Tzur
Israel

ser.h#10 zeroposition  (6+10)
a) Bb8→e7, b) Kf7→b7

C0304 Stefan Milewski
Poland

ser.h#13                     (5+11)

C0305 Stefan Milewski
Poland

ser.h#13                     (5+14)

C0306 Ljubomir Ugren
Slovenia

ser.h#34      C- (2+10)

C0307 Geoff Foster
Australia

ser.h=20                       (8+8)

W________w
[wdwdwdbg]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwhp4wdw]
[wdw)wdBI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0302 Lee Poissant
Keesville, NY

ser.h#10                      (3+7)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdKdp0Q]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
w--------w

Q0222 Karol Mlynka
Slovakia

h=2       2 solutions       (3+4)
b) Ph4→f4

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wHw0wdwd]
[0wdPdwdw]
[P)wdwdwd]
[iN0wdwdw]
[w0Pdwdwd]
[gKdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdpIpG]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

Q0221 Rauf Aliovsadzade
Lincoln, NE

=5                               (7+6)

Q0223 Robert J. Bales, Jr.
Broadview, IL

h=2      3 solutions       (3+4)
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C0275 (Sibinović) 1.Kxh5 3.Kxf7 6.Kxh4 10.Kxf2 12.Kxd2 13.Kxe3 16.Kxc4 20.Kxa4 

22.Kxb6 24.Kxa8 27.Kxb5 28.Kxc6 29.Kb5 32.c3 33.Kc4 a4=.  Ideal-stalemate (black 
minimal) (A), Hard work for the bK and for the solver! (WS), It took a bit of time to find 
the final position. Well-conceived! (BK), The ideal-mate lends distinction to an other-
wise tried formula (JM), A difficult stalemate position to find (CCF). 
C0276 (Tritten/Caillaud) 1.Be6 2.Bc4 3.Kc6 4.Kc5 5.Kb4 6.Bb3 7.Ka3 8.Kb2 9.Bc2 10.Kc1 
11.Kd2 12.Bd3 13.Ke3 14.Kxf4 15.Ke3 16.Kd2 17.Bc2 18.Kc1 19.Kb2 20.Bb3 21.Ka3 

22.Kb4 23.Bc4 24.Kc5 25.Kd5 26.Be2 27.Bxf3 28.Be2 29.Bc4 30.Kc5 31.Kb4 32.Bb3 33.Ka3 

34.Kb2 35.Bc2 36.Kc1 37.Kd2 38.Bd3 39.Ke3 40.Kf4 41.Bf5 42.Bh3 gxh3=.  A very fine 
sequence of moves, one of my favourites! (WS), The hint about the bB switchback 
helped. The bK returning in favor of interference on move 25 is pleasing (BK), Three 
trips around the Maypole, shown with an economy that makes this a truely artistic 
many-mover (JM).  
Q0213 (Morse) 1.a1B Kg7 2.g1R+ Kf6 3.Rb1 Ke5 4.d1R Kxd4 5.d2 Kd3 6.e1B Ke2 7.c1B 

Kf1=.  Five promotions in a helpstalemate are fairly rare, but are not the record, which 
is 6 (BBBBBB) as in #684 in my book “Chess Problems: Tasks and Records” (A), The 
wQ does not move. That is really amazing! I had a hard time with this problem (WS), 
The composer has published a number of unsound versions of this idea, so it’s nice to 
see, what appears to be, a sound version (CCF).  
Q0214 (Ersek) 1.Bh2 Sxf6 2.Bg1 Sxd5 3.Rf3 Sxe7 4.Rg3 Bg2 5.h2 Bf1 6.Bh1 Ka2 7.Rg2 Ka3 

8.g3 Ka4=.  Well constructed h= with some tempo play. Not easy to solve (CCF). 
Q0215 (Aliovsadzade) 1.Sg3! hxg4 2.f4=.  Bishop discovered to guard g3, 1...Kg5 2.gxh5=. 

Rook discovered to guard h4. Two variations are united by: a) Mutual Pawn captures; b) Dis-
cover of white pieces (A), Neat trick, but too small for publication (WS), Key leads to two 
good variations (JM), Attractive stalemating moves by White (CCF).  

FAIRIES 

Editor: Petko A. Petkov,  Judge:  Vlaicu  Crisan 
 

A warm welcome to our Brazilian colleague Ricardo de Mattos Vieira. 

 The novelty in this issue are the problems with an interesting new condition “Take & 

Make Chess”. Some surprising effects of this condition can be found in F0876, F0891 and 

F0893.  Locust is prominently featured in F0877, F0888, F0889 and F0898. Using difficult 

fairy conditions, Vito Rallo and Peter Harris have often composed nice miniatures such as  

F0874, F0878, F0879, F0880, F0895 and F0899.  
 Chris Feather’s miniatures are difficult with theirs unusual and even paradoxal long play: 

F0886, F0897 and F0900.  Modern twomovers themes are nicely realized in F0877 and F0890. 

Kotěšovec’ s  F0896 is a splendid four-men piece! 

 Please send your originals with information about the computer program which you used 

for checking (Alybadix, Popeye, WinChloe, etc).   

 

Definitions of Fairy Conditions and Pieces 

 

Anti-Circe (Standard “Calvet Type”) –   See SG45. 

Circe -  See GS45. 

Circé Assassin - Like Circe, but when the rebirth square is occupied, the occupant is 

«assassinated» (replaced) by the captured unit. 
Circe Parrain -  See GS46. 

Contact chess (Koko) - See GS45. 

Exclusive Chess - White and Black may mate only when there is a single way of doing so. A 
‘dual mate’ is an illegal move. This condition is defined only for problems with mate 

stipulations: orthodox movers (#2, #3, #n), helpmates, selfmates, reflexmates and series-

movers: ser.h#, ser.s#, ser.r# but not stalemates. 
Grasshopper - See SG45.  

Help self (compel) mate - See SG45 
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W________w
[wdwdw4wh]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[hwdw0wdw]
[w0wdwdwI]
[0qdp0b0w]
[rdpdwdwd]
[dkdwdwgw]
w--------w

W________w
[wHwdwdwG]
[dN0wdwdb]
[ndwdwdwg]
[dwdwdqdw]
[w0whwdw0]
[4pdwdpdw]
[pIwdpdpd]
[4wdwiwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[gkdwdwdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dPdwdp0p]
[Bdrdwhwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

Q0225 Geoff Foster
Australia

Q0224 Tibor Érsek
Hungary

Q0226 Tibor Érsek &
Radovan Tomašević

Hungary/Serbia

h=11                         (1+16) h==7                         (4+8) h==11         C- (4+16)

SG45 (January - March) Solutions - SERIES-MOVERS & 

STALEMATES 
 

Comments from:  Author (A), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), C. C. Frankiss (CCF), Barry Keith (BK), 

Jeremy Morse (JM) and Wilfried Seehofer (WS) 

 
C0265 (Bales) 1.g8S 2-7.Sf6-xd7-xc5-xb7-d6-b5 8.Ka6 9.a5 10.b7+ Bxb7#.  Self-pin of the 
promoted Knight, easy to solve (WS), Logic determines the mating square and piece 
(JM), Good Knight circuit (CCF).  
C0266 (Poissant) a) 1.Re5 2.Bxg5 3.Bc1 7.g8Q 8.Qxg1 9.Qxh2 10.Qh3+ Qxh3#, b) 1.Re4 
2.Bf6 3.Bxd4 4.Bxa7 5.Bb8 7.a8Q 8.Qxa2 9.Qxc4 10.Qe2+ Sxe2#.  Fine key moves by 
White (WS), Two distinct lines of play with excellent twinning (CCF). 
C0267 (Sphicas) a) 1.Kc4 2.Bc5 4.a8Q 5.Qab8 6.Qxg3 7.Qf3 9.gxh7 12.h8B 13.Bhd4 
14.Qd5+ cxd5#  Ideal-mate, b) 1.Kd4 2.Ke4 3.Bd4 5.a8R 6.Rg8 7.Rxg3 8.Rf3 13.g8S 14.Qd5+ 

cxd5# Model-mate.  Promotions Q/B in a) and R/S in b) for a AUW. Perhaps of some 
interest might be the observation that in both final positions there is a Q on d5 and a B 
on d4, but those are different pieces, promoted in a), original pieces in b) (A), Mate by 
a single bP with the wK on the two possible squares (CCF).  
C0268 (Sphicas) 1.Rh5! 2.Bh6 5.Bf3 7.Kh4 10.Bh7 14.Bxg1 18.Bh6 21.Bf3 23.Kh2 26.Bh7 

29.Be5+ Qxe5#. The Kriheli mechanism (A), This is very pretty (LB), The best series-
mover in the issue! Beautiful technique! (WS), Only four switchbacks, but let’s hope its 
sound (JM), This is a fairly well known mechanism, but well composed (CCF).  
C0269 (Jones) 1.Bg1 2.Bd4 3.Be5 4.Kd6 5.Se6 Bxe5#, 1.Ra4 2.Re4 3.Re5 4.Kf5 5.Qg6 

Rxe5#.  Good harmony between the phases; two peri-maneuvers (WS), Good 
matched play between the two solutions, but easy solving (CCF).  
C0270 (Rallo) 1.d4 2.dxe3 3.e2 4.e1B 5.Bxf2 6.Bd4 7.Bxe5 8.Bxc7 9.Bxf4 10.Bxh6 11.Bg5 

12.h5 Sf2#.  Sorry, not my taste (WS), Tricky clearance of most of the White force 
(CCF).  
C0271 (Sibinović) 1.Kxc8 12.Kxe2 14.Kxc2 17.Kxb5 32.Kxb8 48.Kxa6 65.Kxa8 82.Kxc6 
83.Kd6 85.cxd5 86.dxc3 87.cxd2 88.d1S 90.Sxf5 91.Kxe6 92.Sd6 Sc5# Ideal-mate.  A fine 
model mate and a good length of moves (WS), This matrix worked by many including 
the composer. Is this a bid for the length record with ideal mate? (JM), Similar to other 
problems. Do not see any great merit in this ser.h#92 (CCF).  
C0272 (Foster) a) 1.Rd3 2.Qe3 3.Ke4 4.Rf4 5.Sf5 6.Rd4 7.Ke5 8.Se4 Rxe3=, b) 1.Qc2 2.Qc3 

3.Sf5 4.Rg4 5.Rf4 6.Se4 7.Rd3 8.Rd4 Qxc3=.  Reshuffle of pinned and unpinned pieces 
neatly done (CCF).  
C0273 (Ersek) 1.h1Q 2.Qh8 3.Qa8 4.Qa1 5.Qxb1 6.Qa1! 7.b1S! 8.Sxc3 9.Se2 10.Qh8 11.Qh1! 

12.Bh2 13.g3 Bf3=.  Quite a journey by the Queen! (BK), Only after finding that captur-
ing b1 with the bR takes 14 moves, did I spot the splendid solution with bQ square and 
triangle (JM), Promoted bQ visits all corners of the board. Nice problem (CCF).  
C0274 (Bakcsi/Laborczi/Zoltan) 1.Rh1 2.Kh7 3.Kh6 4.Kh5 5.Kh4 6.Kh3 7.Kh2 8.Kxg1 9.Qh8 

10-22.Kf2-e3-xe4-d5-xd6-d5-e4-f4-g3-h4-h5-h6-h7 Sg4=.  Easy to solve (WS), Shielding 
by bRg2 takes one move longer (JM). 
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W________w
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwhwdbd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Qdwdwdwd]
[Hw$wdwdK]
[wiwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[qdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdNdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdKdNd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw$]
[dwdwdriw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdkdw4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwINd]
[0wdwdwGw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[)w1w)w)P]
[whr0wdwd]
[dwgwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdbdwdwd]
[dwiwIndw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[)whb)w)w]
[w1r4PdKd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwiBdwdw]
w--------w

F0880 Vito Rallo
Italy 

h#3½    2 solutions     (2+4)
Masand Chess

F0881 Paul Raican 
Romania

dedicated to Dider Innocenti

hs#4½ (6+2)
Circe Assassin

F0882 Anatloly Stepochkin
Russia 

h#6½   b) Sg8→f8      (3+2)
Maximummer, KoKo 

F0883 Anatloly Stepochkin
Russia 

s#7* b) Pa3→b3       (3+4)
Maximummer, KoKo 

F0884 György Bakcsi &
Zoltan Laborczi , Hungary

ser.=11     Circe (5+9)

F0885 György Bakcsi &
Zoltan Laborczi , Hungary

ser.=11       Circe (6+8)

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[hwdwdwdw]
[wdkdwdw1]
[dwdrdwdw]
[wdw0wIQd]
[dbdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$wdQ]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwgwdwd]
[dniwdwdw]
[wdwdrhwd]
[)wdw4wdw]
[wdwIwGwd]
[dw4wdwdQ]
[wdRdw4wd]
[dQdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0wdpd]
[dwiNdn$w]
[wdpHwIwd]
[dwdphwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwGw]
w--------w

W________w
[wGwgK4wd]
[gwdwdBgw]
[wdR4pdrd]
[dNdRdwdr]
[bHwdkdRd]
[dwdw)ndQ]
[RGwdwgpd]
[hwdB$r4B]
w--------w

W________w
[KdwdwdwG]
[0wdwdw4w]
[wdwdw4wd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdqdwdwd]
[drdwdwdw]
[ndwdwdwd]
[iwdwdwdR]
w--------w

F0886 Chris Feather
England

ser. h#20 PWC        (4+1)

F0887 Chris Feather
England

h#2 2 solutions      (4+6)
QSiren,qQ Moose,RTriton

F0888 Krasimir Gandev
Bulgaria

h#2 2 solutions       (6+8)
nMoa,BNereid 
QLions,rRTritons

F0889 Krasimir Gandev
Bulgaria

ded. to Mike Prcic 70 B’day

h#2 4 solutions      (5+7)
NMarine Knights
BNereid ,RTriton

F0890 Jean-Marc Loustau 
France

#2 tries                      (15+16)
bBVaos,QLeo,rRPaos

F0891 Petko A. Petkov 
Bulgaria 

h#2½* (3+8)
Take & Make Chess
BVao,rRPaos
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W________w
[kdwdwdw1]
[drdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdBdwdw]
[wdwdKdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdr4wdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[dwdw0pdw]
[wdp0k1ph]
[dwdwdw$b]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdndKdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[phw)wdRd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdw)Kdn4]
[dwdpdwib]
[pdPdwdrd]
[dwdwdwGw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwhQGbd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw)wdNd]
[dwdkdn$p]
[wdw)wdw0]
[dw)P0w)K]
[w4wdwdwg]
[dwdwdwdr]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwgw]
[wdwdwdnd]
[dwIwdwHw]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpiwHwd]
[dwdBhKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

F0874 Peter Harris
South Africa 

h#1½ 5 solutions   (4+3)
Isardam, PWC

F0875 Ricardo Vieira 
Brazil

h#2 2 solutions      (4+12)
Anti-Circe

F0876 Hubert Gockel
Germany

h#2 2 solutions        (7+9)
Take & Make Chess 

F0877 Hubert Gockel
Germany

#2*                         (10+10)
Exclusive Chess

F0878 Vito Rallo
Italy 

h#2½ b) Sd2→d4 (2+4)
Masand Chess

F0879 Vito Rallo
Italy 

h#3 2 solutions       (3+3)
Circe Parrain  

Isardam - See SG45, LEO - See SG45, Lion - See SG45, Locust - See SG45.  
Masand Chess - See SG45, Maximummer - See SG45.  

Minimummer - As Maximummer but Black must play his geometrically shortest move. 

MOA - Same as MAO, but moving first diagonally then orthogonally.   
Marine Knight - Plays as S – Locust. For example, if white MKf2  captures a black piece   

on d3, MK occupies a free field b4 on the same direction. If square b4 is not free, the capture is 

impossible.  
Moose (Elan) - See SG46, Nereid - See SG46, Nightrider - See SG45, PAO - See SG45. 

Platzwechsel Circe (PWC ) - A unit (not a King)  when captured, is replaced on the square 

just vacated by its captor. If a captured piece is a Pawn, and a capturing piece stands on Pawn`s 
8th rank, as part of this capture , the Pawn is replaced on its 8th rank and must promote to any 

unit of its side, determined by the captor. Thus, the white or black Pawn on its 8th rank is ille-

gal. The Pawns , replaced on their 1st (white) and 8th (black), have no power and they cannot 

move. A neutral (half-neutral) Pawn can stand legally on its own 1st or 8th rank but it cannot  

move. After the en passant capture, the captured Pawn  takes a place of the enemy capturing 

Pawn.  
Rook- Lion - Moves like Lion but only on Rook lines. 

Rook Locust - See SG46. 

Rookhopper - Moves like Grasshopper but only on Rook lines. 

Sentinelles en Pion adverse  - See SG47., Siren - See SG46.  

Take & Make Chess - If a piece "X" takes piece "Y", "X" should execute as an obligatory    

component of this move occupying another free field, moving as already taken figure "Y". If    
no such replacement exists , the capture is impossible.  Pawns cannot get on own 1st rank . If  

the Pawn captures a piece on its last rank, it can promote only if the second part (replacement). 

Матe is always orthodox . 
Transmuting Kings - When checked, the King takes the power(s) of the checking unit(s).  

Triton - See SG46.  
VAO - The Chinese Bishop, moves like a normal Bishop, but captures like a lion, on Bishop 

lines only. 
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F0828 (Sobrecases) 1...Rd1 (wQ)! 2.Kg8 Qd4 3.Kh8 Kf7# (not 1…Rc1 (wB)? 2.Kg8 Bb2 
(wP) or 1.Kg8 ~? 2.Kh8 Kf7 3.?? zz Rh1 (R)!; 1.Kg8 Ra8 (bR)! 2.Kh8 Kf7 3.Ra1 (wR)! Rh1 

(R)#  A paradox: The White tempo is transferred to Black, allowing the Black tempo.  This is 
fun (LB), Good demonstration of Variable Chess (RL).  
F0829 (Petkov) 1...Re1! 2.Sb6 Bh3 3.Rd3 Rh1 4.Sd7+ Bxd7#, 1...Re2! 2.Sc3 Bc2 3.Ba8 Bd1 
4.Se4+ Rxe4#  Theme “Miloslava” (Distant Grimshaw (e2/h3) created after destruction of one 

initial battery) combined with White anti-critical moves and line-openings.  Interesting, criti-
cal moves by White and battery building by Black (WS), Creation of B/R and R/B bat-
teries. Fine play (CCF).  
 F0830 (Harris) 1.e8Q(bl) Qe1(w) 2.Qd2(b) Qd8(e+Pd2) 3.Qa8(b) Qf3(w) 4.Qa8 (bl+Pf3) 

Qxf3#, 1.e8S(bl) Sg7(w) 2.Se6(bl+Pg7) Sd4(w+Pe6) 3.Sf3(bl+Pd4) Sg1(w+Pf3) 4.g8Q(bl) 

Qxg1#, 1.Ke2 Kg1(+Ph2) 2.Ke1(+Pe2) h1B(w) 3.Bf3(bl) Ba8(w+Pf3) 4.e8Q(bl) Qxe2#.  
Good super miniature (RL), Amazingly complex for a three-man problem (CCF).  
F0831 (Petkov) 1…Rb5+ 2.Ka4 Ra5+ 3.Kb3 Ba4+ 4.Ka2 e3 5.Qc2+ Bxc2#, 1…Bb5! 2.Kb6 
Ba6+! 3.Kc7 Tb7+ 4.Kc8 g5 5.Qh7+ Rxh7#  Double black Distant Grimshaw combined with 

creation of black batteries.  A difficult problem (WS), Extremely well done (CCF).  
F0832 (Bakcsi) 1. axb1B (Ra8) 2. Ba2 3. b1B 4. Rb2 5. Bdc2 6. d1B 7. Rd2 8. d3 Qe2=.  
Excellent series-mover, great solving fun (LB), Three promotions to Bishop (CCF).  
F0833 (Sobrecases) 1.h5 2.h4 3.h3 4.h2 5.h1B! 6.Bxf3 7.Bxe4 8.Bxd5 9.Bxc6 10.Bf3! 11.Be2 

Qg2#  Not 10.Bd5/e4? 11.Bc4/d3 Qg2+; but Ke1!  Excelsior, under-promotion, bB switch-

back, wQ line opening (c6-g2) and closing (g2-d2). The bK may not be captured by the 
wQ as the bK is controlled by the bB (CCF).  
F0834 (Sobrecases) 1.Sd5! e3 2.Sxe3 d5+ 3.Kg2 Bh3+ 4.Kf3 Bg2+ 5.Ke2 Bf3+ 6.Kd3 Be2+ 

7.Kc2 Bd3+ 8.Kb3 Bc2+ 9.Kb2 Bb3 10.a×b3 Ra2+ 11.Kc1 Rb2 12.b4 Rb3 13.b5 Rb4 14.b6 

Rb5 15.b7 Rb6 16.b8Q Rb7 17.Qc8 Rb8 18.Qf5+ g5 19.Qh7#, or 18…Kh6 19.Sg4#, 18…Kh4 
19.Qg4#  A logical preliminary maneuver to force the sacrifice of the bB and favor the promo-

tion of the white Pawn.  A very difficult sequence to find (CCF).  
F0835 (Ersek) 1-3.Kf7 4.Kg7 5-8.Kxh3(Bc8) 11.Ke4 13.Kd6 15.Kxc8 18.Kxf5(Sg8) 19.Ke6 

21.Kxg8 26.Kxb3(Ra8) 29.Ka5 30.Sc6+ bxc6 =.  Amazing; the Bishop and Knight must be 
captured twice (WS), Long wK march to free wS and capture bR to provide a self-
block on a8 (CCF).  
F0836 (Gandev) 1.Qg2+ LOxg2-h1 2.Rb1 LOxb1-a1#, 1.Be4 LOxe4-d5 2.Qe4 dxe4#, 1.Bb7 

LOxb7-a8 2.Rg8 LOxg8-h8#.  Interesting Locust play (RL), The second solution was 
hard to find (WS), All mates by LOf3 (CCF). 
F0837 (Feather) a) 1.CBf2(CR) CQxd4(CS) 2.Rb4 CSxf3(CB)#, b) 1.CQc2 (CS) CSxc4(CB) 

2.CBd5 (CR)+ CBb3(CR)#.  Complicated play for a H#2 (CCF).  
F0838 (Wenda) a) 1...Ef5 2.Rxf4(Rh8) Exd3(Ed8) 3.0-0 Bh7#, b) 1...Ed6 2.Rxd5(Ra8) 

Exf2(Ef8) 3.0-0-0 Bd5#.  It appears that the composer purposely mismatched the mat-
ing moves.  This creates a welcome challenge for the solver but might displease the 
judge (LB), A surprising castling problem. Not obvious from the diagram (CCF).  
F0839 (Gandev) a) 1.Kd4! NEd3 2.LOxd3-c2 TRxg7-h7 3.Kd3 TRd7#, b) 1.Ke6 TRf7 

2.LOxf7-e7 NExg6-h7 3.Kd7 NEf5#.  Good play corresponding to the movement of 
these pieces (CCF).  
F0840 (Pachl/Mueller) a) 1.gxh1G CRd7 2.Gh7 gxh7 3.Ga2! (CRa2?) h8G#, b) 1.gxf1CR Gh7 

2.CRd7 exd7 3.CRa2! (Ga2?) d8CR#  Phoenix, sacrifices, self-blocks on a2, dual-avoidance, 

model-mates.  Clever promotion problem (CCF).  
F0841 (Raican) a) 1.e1S Ke2 2.c3 Gc2 3.Sxc2 Kf3(Gd3) 4.Kxd3 Se5(Gb2)#,  b) 1.e1B Gc3 

2.Bxc3 Sf4(Gb1) 3.Bb4 Gb5 4.Kc3 Se2#.  Enjoyable twinning (CCF). 
F0842 (Kotesovec) 1.Qb1+ Kd2 2.Kc4 ANh2 3.Gd4 ANd5 4.Qb4+ Kc2 5.Rbb5 ANg1#, 

1.Gd6 ANa3 2.Rc7 ANd7 3.Kc6 Kc3 4.Rbb7 Kc4 5.Qb6 ANg3# Echo [0,2].  Two ideal ma-
tes, well constructed (WS), An echo! Just the right level of difficulty (BK), Chameleon 
mates using a very clumsy piece to work with (CCF).  
F0843 (Seehofer) 1.Kxf2(Pf3) 2.Kxf1(Ff2) 3.Kg2 4.Kxf2(Fg2) 5.Kg3 6.Kxg2(Fg3) 7.Kh3 
8.Kxg3(Fh3) 9.Kf4 10.Kxf3(Pf4)11.Kg3 12.Kh4 13.Kh3(Fh4) 14.Kg4 15.Kf5 6.Kxf4 

(Pf5)17.K5 18.Kf6 19.Kxf5(Pf6) 20.Kg6 21.Kf6(Pg6) 22.Kg7 23.Kxg6(Pg7) 24.Kh5  

25.Kxh4(Fh5) 26.Kg5 27.Kxh5(Fg5) 28.Kg6 29.Kh7 g8Q#.   
Solutions F0844-F0855 will appear in the next issue.  
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W________w
[w$wdKdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Rdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdwdw]
[q4qdwdw$]
[dkdw)P$w]
[whpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdkdwdw!]
[dw)wdwdw]
[QdBdwdw4]
[)wdwdwdw]
[p4wdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[rdwdwdw$]
[4wdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
[w!wdw0wd]
[dwiwdw0w]
[qdw!wdwd]
[dwdqdwdw]
[NdNdrdwd]
[dwdwdwIB]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdw!wdw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
[wdwdwdqd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwiw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iw!wdwdn]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwIwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dQ)wdPdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[irdwdwdw]
w--------w

F0892 Krasimir Gandev
Bulgaria

h#3 3 solutions     (7+7)
nNightriders,qLocust
RRook-Locusts,RRook-Lion

F0893 Petko A. Petkov 
Bulgaria 

hs#3 2 solutions      (7+6)
Take & Make Chess
QGrasshoppers,rRPaos

F0894 Petko A. Petkov 
Bulgaria 

hs=3* (6+7)
qQLocusts

F0895 Peter Harris
Republic of South Africa 

hs=4    a) Isardam       (4+3)
b) Transmuting Kings
qQLocusts

F0896 Václav Kotěšovec
Czech Republic 

h#6½ 4 solutions    (2+2)
KoKo, Minimummer
nNightrider

F0897 Chris Feather
England

ser.h#23* (4+2)
rRookhopper

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwiwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
[wdwdw0qd]
[dr0wdwGB]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dR$wdw4b]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwgndwd]
[dwdk0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdp0]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

F0898 Krasimir Gandev
Bulgaria

h#2 2 solutions     (5+6+2)
BVao,BNereid,RPao
RTriton,qNeutral Leo

F0899 Peter Harris
Republic of South Africa 

hs#3½ 2 solutions  (0+0+4)
Sentinelles en Pion adverse

F0900 Chris Feather
England

ser. h#9 PWC      (1+2+2)
b) Neutral Ph8

SG45 (January - March) Solutions - FAIRIES 
 

Comments from:  Author (A), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), C. C. Frankiss (CCF), Barry Keith (BK), 

Romuald Lazowski (RL) and Wilfried Seehofer (WS) 

 

F0826 (Besançon/Sobrecases) Try: 1…? tempo 2.Kd3? tempo 3.Kc2 0-0-0#, 1…Kd1!? 2.Kd3 

Kxe2 (Ke1) 3.Kc2 0-0-0?, 1…Ra8!? 2.Kd3 Rxb8(Ra1) 3.Kc2 0-0-0?; 1...Ra4! tempo 2.Kd3 

Rxb4 (Ra1) tempo 3.Kc2 0-0-0#, Try: 1…Ra2? 2.Kf3 Rxe2 (Rh1) 3.Kg2 0-0?; 1...Ra5!  2.Kf3 
Rxb5 (Rh1) 3.Kg2 0-0#.  Well done! A good choice for White’s first move (WS), Ingen-
ious castling problem (CCF). 
F0827 (Sobrecases/Rotenberg) 1...Bf2 2.Qg5 Rf4+ 3.Kxf4 (»Rf4) Sd3#, 1...Rf2 2.Ke3 Bf4+ 

3.Kxf2 (»Rf2) Sd3#, 1...Bh4 2.Qe3 Rf4+ 3.Kxf4 (»Rf4) Sg6#  Echoed model mates.  Similar 
mates, but well composed (CCF).  
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StrateGems Solving Ladder 2009, Leg 21 
By Danny L. Dunn 

 
Leg 21 incorporates points from SG45 and SG46 to which the carry-over 

points from Leg 20 are added. Twenty solvers sent in solutions and seven 
solvers received assents which are shown in bold type. Romuald Lazowski 
made the StrateGems Master Solver Norm.  “If you can’t beat them, join 
them” comes to mind. Since Radovan (Raša) Tomašević has become a 

StrateGems editor, he can no longer solve series-movers or stalemates. This 
allowed Romuald Lazowski to take first place in Leg 21 by 11.5 points. As 
always the carry-over points from Leg 21 will be added to Leg 22. 

d7  41. Sd2xe4 e5+  42. Sb1 e6  43. axb5 axSb5.  Finally the black Pawn crossed the b-file.  

44. Sd6+ bxa6  45. Sa2 Sc1  46. Se4xd6 e7  47. Sd2xe4 e5+  48. Sb1 e6. At this moment we 
have a problem to cross the f-file. Although the Rf2 is free it cannot help. The Bh6 is useless, 

too. Yes, the second unpromotion of the Bishop must occur!!  49. Bf8! Se2  50. f7!! Sc1  51. f6 

Se2  52. f5 fxSe6  53. Sg5+ Sc1  ...  56. Sb1 Se2  57. exf5 gxSf5  58. Se7+ Sc1  59. Rd2 g7  

60.Qe2xg2 d7 61.Qd1 hxQg3 etc. 

R0150 (Petrovici) 1.Sc8-d6 -2.Bh2-b8 -3.c7-c8S; 1.c8B 2.Bd7 3.Bc6+ Qxc6#. Nice play 
(RL).  
R0151 (Petrovici) 1.Se7-g8 -2.Sc8-e7 -3.c7-c8S; 1.c8B 2.Bf5 3.Bc2 Ra1#. Enjoyable prob-
lem (RL), A good retro for beginners (WS), Pleasant lightweight (CCF). 
[Continue on page 222]  

Name C/O from SG45 SG46 Total Needed forAscent(s) C/O to Leg 21

leg 20 (A) Score (B) Score (C)A+B+C Ascent ReceivedLeg 22 Totals

Romuald Lazowski (M1) 601 426.5 449.5 1477 796 1 681 876

Radovan Tomasevic (M25) 333 441.5 423 1198 796 1 402 864.5

C.C. Frankiss (M20) 124.5 305.5 367 797 796 1 1 672.5

Ladislav Belcsak (M14) 424.5 287.5 341 1053 796 1 257 628.5

David Moulton (M12) 571.5 229 267.5 1068 796 1 272 496.5

Wilfried Seehofer 167 206 259.5 632.5 796 633 465.5

P.H. van der Laan (E7) 357.5 228 232 817.5 796 1 21.5 460

Christopher My ers (A2) 169.5 176.5 231 577 796 577 407.5

Gabriel Balinth (E5) 8 173 196.5 377.5 796 378 369.5

Dinu-Ioan Nicula (E8) 459 339 0 798 796 1 2 339

Barry  Keith (E9) 375 113 201 689 796 689 314

Bob Bua (A1) 292 44 83 419 796 419 127

Jeremy  Morse (E3) 665 40 75 780 796 780 115

Renato Casalino (A2) 211.5 46.5 53 311 796 311 99.5

Frank Lee (A2) 446 57 35 538 796 538 92

Timothy  Chow  (A2) 594 0 13 607 796 607 13

Wolfgang Dittmann 28 0 7 35 796 35 7

Otis Lew is 119 6 0 125 796 125 6

Matthew  Dickey  (E7) 203 203 796 203 0

Paul Steiner (A1) 515 515 796 515 0
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RETROS AND PROOF GAMES 
Editor: David Petrie Moulton 

Judges: Retros: TBD, Proof Games: TBD 

 

It is with mixed feelings that I announce my stepping down as the retros and proof games 
editor. It was just taking up too much of my limited free time.  But I’d like to thank all the 

composers for sending me such high-quality problems over the past couple of years.   

 Please join me in welcoming our new editor Kostas Prentos. Kostas is an accomplished 
composer specializing in Retros and Proof Games. He has published numerous compositions, 

many in StrateGems. Please start sending your contributions to him. You can find his address 

and email on the last page of StrateGems. 
 We have no retros this time, but four interesting proof games.  Recall that in “take and 

make” chess, when a piece makes a capture, it must immediately make another noncapturing 

move, as if it were the piece just captured.  Henryk’s initial submission turned out to be 
cooked—let’s home that this version is sound! 

 How many moves does it take for Black’s royalty to change places in James’ P0256?  

Paul’s P0257 has good interaction between the white and black pieces.  White’s King really 
seems to get in the way of Black’s light-squared Bishop.  Finally, in James’ P0258, Black’s 

major pieces are tripping over each other, and some careful maneuvering is required to get 

them into place. 
 As a mathematician, I was amused to note that the lengths of these four problems are in 

arithmetic progression.  Thanks again, composers! 

w________w
[rhb1kgn4]
[0p0p0w0p]
[wdwdwdw0]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdP]
[w)Pdw)wd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

P0255 Henryk Grudzinski
Poland

PG 10          C- (7+16)
Take & Make

w________w
[rhwiqdwd]
[0pdp0w0w]
[w0wdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[P)R)P)rd]
[$NGQIBHw]
w--------w

P0256 James Soliman
Fountain Valley, CA

PG 13                      (13+12)

w________w
[rhw1kdnd]
[gw0p0pdb]
[R0wdwdw4]
[Hwdwdw0p]
[PdPdKdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdQ)P)P)]
[GwdwdBHR]
w--------w

P0257 Paul Monsky
Waltham, MA

PG 16                     (15+15)

w________w
[whwdkgnd]
[dp0wdw0w]
[wdw0wdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[rdq$r)w)]
[HPdwdwdw]
[w)P0PdPd]
[dwGQIBHw]
w--------wPG 19  3 bR’s  C+   (14+13)

P0258 James Soliman
Fountain Valley, CA

 SG45 (January - March) Solutions - RETROS & 

PROOF GAMES 
 

Comments from:  Author (A), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Wolfgang 

Dittmann (WD), C. C. Frankiss (CCF), Barry Keith (BK), 
Romuald Lazowski (RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS) and Radovan 

Tomašević (RT) 

 
R0149 (Petrovic) 1.Bg7xe5+ e7 2.Se4 e6 3.Sf6xe4+ e5+ 4.Bh6. It 

is easy to conclude that hxQg3(Qd1) opens the cage. However, to 

free the Queen, Pa2 must be drawn out by bxPa6(Pa2) and then 

Qe2xPg2(Pg7) must occur. Therefore, let’s realize the following 

plan: 1) to shift Pc7 to the a-file and 2) to shift e-Pawn to the g-

file.) e7  5.Se4 e6   6.Sd2xe4 e5+ 7.Sb1 dxSe6 8.Sg5+ e6 9.Se4 e7  
10.Sd6xe4 e5+ 11.Se4xd6 e7! 12.Sf6xe4 e5+ 13.Sd5 d7 14.Sf6xd5 e6 15.Se4 e7 16.Sd2xe4 

e5+ 17.Sb1 cxSd5 ...  20. Sd2xe4 e5+. We have troubles now. The next step cannot be bxSc6 
and there is no way to uncapture the b-Pawn on b5. The white Bishop is useless also. We need 

a white Pawn on b5. Yes, the Bf8 must go to b8 to unpromote himself!! 21.Sb1 e6 22.Bd6! 

dxSc6. The e-Pawn went to c6 to activate the Pc7!)  23. Se5xc6+ e7  24. Lb8xd6! d7  
25. Sf7xe5 e6  26. Sd6 e7  27. Se4xd6 d7  28. Sxe4 e5+  29. b7!! e6  ...  32. b6 e6  33. Se4 e7  

34. Sd2xe4 e5+  35. Sb1 e6  36. b5 bxSc6  37. Se5+ e7  38. Sf7xe5 e6  39. Sd6 e7  40. Se4xd6  
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W________w
[wIwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[iwdw4wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdkd]
[4wdwdwdw]
[wdwdPdw0]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wdwdNdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wIpdw$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[iwdwdw0w]
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdwdw4w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw)p]
[w$p0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

W________w
[rdwdwdwd]
[$wdwdwdw]
[w)Pdwdwi]
[dwdwdKdw]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$wdr]
w--------w

D1 David Gurgenidze
2nd-4th Prize
Nona 2006

Draw                        (2+4)

D2 David Gurgenidze
1st-3rd Prize
Kalandadze-70 2006

Win                         (4+5)

D3 David Gurgenidze
2nd Special Prize
Kalandadze-70 2006

Draw                        (4+6) Win         BTM         (6+3)

D4 David Gurgenidze

1st-2nd HM

Halkidiki 2004

3rd Place (39.5 points) David Gurgenidze, Georgia 
D1 1.Kc7! e5 2.Kxc7 e4 3.Ra3+ Kb2 4.Rg3! e3 5.Kd5 Kc2 6.Ke4 Kd2 7.Rh3 

Re2 8. d4 Re1 9.Ke4 e2 10.Rd3 Kc2 11.Re3 Kd2 (11. Ke3 Rd1±) 12.Rd3+ Kc2 
13.Re3 =, or 1…Rc1 2.Kd6 c5 3.Kxe6 c4 4.Kd5 c3 5.Kc4 Kb2 6.Kb4! c2 
7.Rb3+ Ka2 8.Ra3+ Kb2 9.Rb3+ = 
D2 1.Sf6+! Kh8 2.Sxh5 Ra2+ 3.Kc1 Ra1+ 4.Kxc2 Ra2+ 5.Kd1!! Rxf2 6.e7 Kh7 

7.Sg3! (7.e8Q? Rf1+ 8.Kd2 Rd1+ =) Rg2 8.Se4 (8.e8Q? Rxg3=) Rg8 9.Sf6+! 
wins. 
D3 1.Ra2+! Kb7 2.Rb2+ Rb5! 3.Rxb5 Kc7 4.Rc5+ Rd7 5.Rec6! d1Q 6.Kh2 
Qe2+ 7.Kxh3 Rh5+! 8.Kg2! Qd5+! 9.Rxd5+ Kxc6 10.Rd8! Kc7 11.Rg8 c1Q 

12.Rxg7+ Kd6 13.Rf7 = 
D4 1...Rf8+! 2.Rf7 Rxf7 3.Ke6 Rc7 4.bxc7 Rxe1 5.Kf7 Rf1+ 6.Kg8 Rg1+ 7.Kh8 
Re1 8.c8R! wins. (8.c8Q? Re8+ 9.Qxe8 =) 

VII World Championship for Miniatures 
by Robert Lincoln 

 
Results have been published for a recent cycle of Championship Miniatures 

(2005-2007). Viktor Chepizhny and Vladimir Shumarin shared first place for 
twomovers. Top threemover honors went to Aleksandr Sugurov, while Alek-
sandr Feoktystov won the moremovers category.   
 The twomover section had twenty-one participants. This columnist and 

SG’s #3 editor Rauf Aliovsadzade (who took part in all three sections) were 
ranked fifth and sixth respectively (only composers from USA). The general 
quality of submissions seemed mediocre. On a scale of one to ten, a single 
nine belonged to Chepizhny and Shumarin got two eights. All other entries 

received seven or less.   

W________w
[w!wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Hwdwdpdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdNdwdwG]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[wdNdwdwd]
[dwdk)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdw!wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwIQd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdwdwGpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIwdpdw]
[wdw0kdwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
[wHwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.1 V. Chepizhny
1st Prize
Zheltonozhko-JT 2006

#2                          (5+2)

No.2 V. Shumarin
Sp. Mention 
Lebedev-JT 2005

#2                          (6+1)

No.3 R. Aliovsadzade
2nd HM
Azerbaijan Ty. 2007

#2                          (4+3)

No.4 R. Lincoln
The Problemist

#2                          (4+3)

No.1 is the nine point composition.  The main line goes 1.Se1? (2.Qe5#), 
1…Ke3 2.Qf4#, but 1…f4!  1.Sb4! (2.Qf4#) returns 1…Kd4 2.Qe5#.  This 

pseudo Le Grand uses a rather heavy attacking force.         
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WCCI 2004-2006, Studies 
 

(Editor’s note: Only the main variations are shown to save space.) 

W________w
[wdqdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[wdwdbdwI]
[dRdNdwdw]
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdw4Pd]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdkdw1]
[dwdw)ndp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wHN)wdK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw)P]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwGwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dPdrdbdw]
[q!p)wHwI]
[dwdwdkHw]
w--------w

W________w
[Ndwdwdwd]
[dPdpdwGp]
[p)wdw)w)]
[iwdwgw0w]
[wdwdwdP0]
[dwdPdwdw]
[Kdw)w4wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

D1 Oleg Pervakov
2nd Prize
Eretria 2005

Draw       BTM        (7+4)

D2 Oleg Pervakov
64 2005

Win                        (9+5)

D3 Oleg Pervakov
64 2006

Win                        (6+5) Win                       (10+8)

D4 Oleg Pervakov
2nd Place 
WCCT-7 2004

1st Place (39.5 points) Oleg Pervakov, Russia 
D1 1…Qc1+ 2.Kh5 Bf7+! 3.Kh4 Rxg2! 4.Bd2! Qxd2 5.Rb1+! Kh2 6.Rh1+! 

Kxh1 7.Qb1+ Kh2 8.Qb8+! Kh1 9.Qb1+ Rg1 10.Qe4+ Kh2 11.Qe5+ Kh1! 
12.Qe4+ Qg2 13.Sf4! Qxe4 = 
D2 1.Sd7! Kxd7 2.e6+ Ke8! 3.Bc3 Se5 4.Kh6! a4 5.Kh5!! Qg7 6.Sc7+ Kxe7 
7.Bb4+ Kd8 8.e7+ Kxc7 9.e8S+! wins. 

D3 1.Qc1+! Bd1 2.Sxd1! Rxd2+! Rd1 4.Sd3!! Rxc1 5.Se2!! Kxe2 6.Sxc1+ Kd2 
7.Sxa2 wins. 
D4 1.Sc7! Rxd2+ 2.Ka3!! Rxd3+ 3.Ka2 Rd2+ 4.Kb3 Rb2+ 5.Kc4 Rxb6 6.f7 
Bd6 7.Se8! Ba3 8.Sd6! Bxd6 9.Be5! Ba3 10.Bc7 wins. 

W________w
[w4wdwdwd]
[dw0Pdk)K]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dNdw0rdw]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dw0w0Pdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw$w]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[iwdwdKdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdn]
[rdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdndwdwd]
[dpdw0wdN]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwIwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwgw]
w--------w

W________w
[rdwdwdwd]
[dwdndwdw]
[w)wdw$wd]
[)wdKdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dndwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
w--------w

D1 Alexey Sochnev
1st-3rd Prize 
Gurgenidze-50 2004

Win                         (8+7)

D2 Alexey Sochnev
1st-2nd Prize
Nona  2005

Draw                       (4+3)

D3 Alexey Sochnev
1st Prize
Nona 2006

Win                         (3+5)

D4 Alexey Sochnev
3rd-4th Prize
Nona 2005

Draw                        (4+4)

2nd Place (39.5 points) Alexey Sochnev, Russia 
D1 1.Sd6+! cxd6 2.Kh6! Rf6+ 3.Kh5 Rf5+ 4.Kg4 Rf4+ 5.Kh3! Rxf3+ 6.Kg4! 

Rf4+ 7.Kh5 Rf5+ 8.Kh6 Rf6+ 9.Kh7! Rf4 10.Rf1 Rxf1 11.c7 Rf5 12.d8S+! Rxd8 
13.cxd8S+! Kf6 14.g8S# 
D2 1.g6! Sg5+! 2.Kf6 Se4+ 3.Ke5! Sf2! 4.g7! Sg4+ 5.Kf5 Rg2! 6.Kg6!! Se5+ 
7.Kh7! Rh2+ 8.Kg8 Sg4 13.Kf7 Re2! 14.g8S! Se5+ 15.Kg6 Se5+ 11.Kh7 Rh2+ 

12.Kg8 Sg4 13.Kf7 Re2! 14.g8S! Se5+ 15.Kf8! Rf2+ 16.Kg7 Rg2+ 17.Kf8 Sg6+ 
18.Kf7! Sh8+ 19.Kf8 Sg6+ 20.Kf7 Se5+ 21.Kf8 Rf2+ 22.Kg7 Sxc4! 23.e7 Sd6 
24.Sf6! Rg2+ 25.Kf8 Rf2 26.Kg7 Re2 27.Kf8 Re6 28.e8S! = 
D3 1.g7! Bd4+! 2.Kxd4 e5+! 3.Kd5!! Se7+ 4.Ke6 Sg8 5.Kf7 Sh6+ 6.Sg6 Sg8 

7.Sf6 Se7+ 8.Kh7 b5! 9.Kh8! b4 10.Sd5! b3 11.Sxe7 b2 12.Sf5+! Kh5 13.g8Q 
b1Q 14.Qh7+ Kg5 15.Qh4+ Kg6 16.Qh6(g4)+ Kf7 17.Qg7+ Ke6 18.Qg6+! Kf7 
19.Qh7+! Kd8 20.Qe7+ Kc8 21.Sd6+ wins. 
D4 1.Rd6! Sb8! 2.Rd8 Sxa5 3.Rc8! Sb7! 4.Kc4!! Ra4+ 5.Kb3! Ra8 6.Kc4 Sd6+ 

7.Kb3!! Ke2! 8.Kc2!! Ke3 9.Rd8! Sb7 10.Re8+ Kd4 11.Re7 Sc5 12.Ra7! =   
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Mates from the square occupied in diagram position by a pinned black piece. 
Homogeneous tactics: black King unpins black Knight; unpinned black 

Knight vacates thematic square; same black Knight blocks black King’s flight 
square. 
CZ: Three homogenous solutions: Unpin of black Knight by King’s move in B1 
with subsequent block by this Knight, three model mates from the same 

square. 
MAC: An excellent setting of delayed Umnov, black self-unpin and triple self-
block by the unpinned BSe4 and mates on the same square. 
3rd Place (22 points) Mario Parrinello, Italy 

a) 1.Rxd6 cxb8Q 2.Rxe6 (2.Rd6~?) Qg3 3.Kxe4 Sd6#, b) 1.Rxf5 c8Q 2.Rxf6 
(2.Rf5~?) Qh3 3.Kxd4 Sf5# 
Zilahi, line openings, anticipatory selfpins, pin mates. 
CZ: Zilahi with use of two white Knights and pin mates from the square 

vacated by capture in B1. First white moves are used for Queen’s promotions. 
MAC: An original setting of annihilation capture of a white piece, black 
anticipatory self-pin, white promotion and anticritical move by the white 
promoted piece. 

4th Place (21 points) Štefan Sovík, Slovakia 
1.Qxb2 Sb6 2.Qd4 Sc4 (Sxa4?) 3.Sc3 Sb2#, 1.Rxf4 Sf8 2.Rd4 Se6 (S×g6?) 
3.Be4 Sf4#, 1.Bxf2 Sxf6 2.Bd4 Sg4 (Sxe4?) 3.Re3 Sf2#, 1.Sxb4 Sb8 2.Sc6 Sa6 
(Sxc6?) 3.Sd4 Sb4# 

4×4: (1) Four-fold blocking on d4 by pieces of different types; (2) four mates 
with intersected black line; (3) four captures on the mating squares; (4) four 
anti-symmetric paths of the hite Knight (where the capture of black piece has 
to be avoided) 

CZ: In our opinion the best entry: In four solution form are presented four 
blocks on d4 with line closing and vacance of mating square by capture in 
B1. Because of a slight symmetry, this problem did not achieve the highest 
mark. 

Recently Honored US Compositions 
 
All solutions and comments have been obtained from magazines which origi-
nally published the awards, or from awarded composers. 

W________w
[wdwdwINg]
[dRdwdwdp]
[PdwdNdk0]
[dwdpdwdp]
[w4w4w0w)]
[dpdwdwdB]
[wGbdR)wd]
[1w!wdwdw]
w--------w

R1 Robert Lincoln
Commendation
‘S.S.A.’ XXV-TT 2008

#2                        (11+12)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwgw0bHw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dQdwdw0B]
[r$rdwiwd]
[0wdw$wdw]
[wdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

R2 Rauf Aliovsadzade
2rd-3rd HM
'S.S.A.' XXIII-TT 2007

#2*                         (6+9)

w________w
[wdNdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[whwdw4pd]
[!wdNdwgw]
[pdwdkdPd]
[1n)R0wdw]
[wdwdBdPG]
[dwdwdbIw]
w--------w

R3 Rauf Aliovsadzade
3rd Commendation
'S.S.A.' XXIII-TT 2007

#2*                      (10+10)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwgk4wd]
[Iwdwdwhw]
[wdbdwdwd]
[dwhwdQdw]
w--------w

R4 Rauf Aliovsadzade
Commendation
Zhiguljov. Zori 3rd TT ‘08

h#2      2 sols.         (3+7)

R1 1...Re4/Be4 2.Se7/Sxf4#; 1.Sg7! (2.Re6#), 1...Re4 2.Bf5#, 1...Be4 2.Qc6#, 
(1...Rb6 2.Rxb6#, 1...Qxa6 2.Qg1#, 1...Bxg7+ 2.Rxg7#) Black Grimshaw with 

two changed mates. 
R2 1...e6 2.Qxc4#, 1...Be6 2.Sxe6#; 1.Qd7! (2.Qg4#), 1...e6 2.Qxf7#, 1...Be6 
2.Qxc7#, (1...Re4/ gxh5 2.Rexe4/Qf5#). 
R3 1...Rf4 2.Rxe3#, 1...Bf4 2.Sxf6#; 1.Sb4! (2.Qe5#), 1...Rf4 2.Sd6#, 1...Bf4 

2.Bf3#, (1...Sc5/Sc4 2.Rd4/Qd5#). 
R4 1.Be3 Qb5 2.d4 Bb7#, 1.Rf5 Be2 2.Re5 Qf3#. 
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No.2 also sags under a huge White throng.  There is a worthwhile try in 
1.Qb1? (zz) with 1…Kc4 2.Qb3#, 1…Kxc6 2.Qb5#, 1…Ke6 2.Sf4#, but 1…Ke4!  

1.Qf2! (zz) duly hunts down 1…Kc4 2.Qd4#, 1…Ke6 2.Qf7#, and 1…Ke4 (or 
1…Kxc6) 2.Qf3#.  “Star flight” normally has four distinct post-key finales.           
 Rauf’s No.3 shows a methodical Fleck theme on 1.Be3! (2.Qg5/Qg4/ 
Qh7#). Threats are separated by 1…Kh4 2.Qg4#, 1…exf3 2.Qg5#, and 1…g1Q 

2.Qh7#.  Good enough, but there’s much more with tries of 1.Kf7? (2.Qg6#) 
g1Q!, 1.Qf7+? Kh6 2.Be3#, but 1…Kg5!, 1.Bh4? (2.Qg5/Qh7#) Kh6! His 
handiwork was assigned a mere five points.    
 My tale of woe concerns No.4.  These moves are lettered Qe4=A, Qxd6=B, 

Qxf7=C, and Bxf7=D.  Wayward attempts comprise 1.A+? Kf6! 1.B+? Kf5! 
1.C+? Ke5! 1.D+? Ke7! 1.Sd5? (2.A/D#) Kxd5!, 1.Bg6? (2.B#) fxg6!, 1.Sc6? 
(2.C/D#) Kd5!, 1.Kd8? (2.D#) f5!, 1.Sa6? (zz) f6 A#, 1…f5 2.B#, 1…Ke7 2.C#, 
and 1…Kd5 2.D#, but 1…d5!  1.Sd3! (2.C#) features the same aftermath 

which followed 1.Sa6?  Altogether, Black makes eight different refutations.  
White’s four chief gestures appear as tries, threats, virtual mates, and actual 
mates.  Hence, the “Urania” theme is extended to an additional phase and 
quadrupled!  This only fetched a score of six.     

WCCT-8 Section E: Helpmates 

 
Theme: Helpmate in three moves. The white mating piece must arrive on a 
square that has been vacated by a black piece (not Pawn) during the play. A 
mate by a direct battery is not allowed. 
Judging Countries: Czech Republic (CZ), France (F), Greece (GR), Italy (I) and 

Macedonia (MAC) 

W________w
[wdwdwdwG]
[dpdwdpdw]
[b)wdwdw0]
[dpdk)Bdw]
[wdw0q)wd]
[dPdp0wdr]
[wdwdwdN0]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w h#3  b) Pe6→f6  (10+11) h#3      4 sols.       (9+12)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdw0wd]
[dp)wdwdp]
[Pdwindw$]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdPHwd]
[dwdwdbdK]
w--------w

W________w
[whwdwdwI]
[dw)w$wGw]
[n4wHPdw)]
[dp0pdNdr]
[pdb)Pdwg]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
[ndw0w0bd]
[dwdPdwdP]
[n)wdr)wg]
[dPdkdwdw]
[w)p0p)wd]
[1wdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Place 
A. & V.Semenenko,
V.Kopyl & R.Zalokotsky
Ukraine

h#3       3 sols.      (8+12)

2nd Place 
A. & V.Semenenko
Ukraine

h#3       3 sols.        (6+7)

3rd Place 
Mario Parrinello
Italy

4th Place 
Štefan Sovík
Slovakia

1st Place (24 points) Aleksandr Semenenko, Valery Semenenko, Valery 
Kopyl and Roman Zalokotsky, Ukraine 

1.Qxf5 Bf6 2.Qd7 Sxe3 3.Ke6 f5#, 1.Qxf4 Bxd3 2.Qf6 b4 3.Qc6 Sf4#, 1.Qxg2 
Bxh3 2.Qc2 f5 3.Qc5 Bg2# 
Three thematic solutions featuring cyclic Zilahi plus the same black Queen’s 
play pattern: move to thematic square; vacation of that square; black King’s 

flight blocking. 
CZ: Clearly the best cyclic Zilahi among the entries — nice analogy is 
achieved in blocks by black Queen, too. 
MAC: An extraordinary combination of the theme with cyclic Zilahi and model 

mates. 
2nd Place (23 points) Aleksandr Semenenko and Valery Semenenko, 
Ukraine 
1.Kxc5 a5 2.Sc3 Ra4 3.Sd5 Se4#, 1.Kd5 Sd3 2.Sg5 Rb4 3.Se6 e4#, 1.Ke5 Sd1 

2.Sd6 Sc3 3.Sf5 Re4# 
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[0p0wdwdw]
[kdpdwdwd]
[hbIwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdbdwhwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[qdPIpdwd]
[Hwdw)wdw]
[pdPdwdwd]
[)wdkdwgw]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdNdwdrd]
[Gw0qdwdw]
[w4kdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdbdB]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdndwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwgPdwd]
[dKHkdwdw]
w--------w

R13 Mirko Degenkolbe & 
Steven Dowd, 3rd Comm.
Phénix 2006

h#8                         (2+8)

R14 Toma Garai
4th Honorable Mention
Tallec-80JT 2008

h#3   b) Sa5→g6 (8+7)

R15 Toma Garai
3rd Commendation
Orbit 2008-I

h#3       2 sols.        (5+8)

R16 Martin Moskowitz†
4th Commendation
Orbit 2008 (v)

h#4    b) wBc1        (3+4)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢Y¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤»¤£¤£¤£¥
¢»¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤«¤»¤£X£¥
¢£º£3£¤£¤¥
¢¼¹¤£¤£ª£¥
¢£º£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤0¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

R17 Richard Becker
1st Honorable Mention
Olimpiya Dunyasi 2008

Draw                       (6+7)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢º£¤»¤£¤£¥
¢0¤«¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤«¤£¤£¤W¥
¢£¤o¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤2¤£¥
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

R18 Richard Becker & 
Iuri Akobia, HM
Vecherny Peterberg ‘05-06

Draw                       (3+5)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤Y¤m¤W¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤«¤£¤£¼¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢2¤£¼»¤£¤¥
¢º£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤0¤£º£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

R19 Richard Becker & 
Iuri Akobia, 1st HM
The Problemist 2006-07

Draw                       (5+6)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢»¤£X£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¼£¥
¢£¤£¤2¤£¤¥
¢¤»¤£¤o¤£¥
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤0¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

R20 Richard Becker
2nd Honorable Mention
Babitch-100MT 2009

Draw                       (2+5)

R17 1.Se2+! Ke3 2.Sc3 d4 3.Sxb5 axb5 (3...a2+ 4.Ka1 axb5 5.Rg3+ Kf4 
6.Rg4+ Kxg4 stalemate) 4.bxa3 d3 5.Kc1 Rxa3 6.Rg3+ Ke2 7.Rg2+ Ke1 

8.Rh2 d2+ (8...Rxb3 9.Rh1+ Ke2 10.Re1+ Kxe1 stalemate) 9.Rxd2 Ra1+ 
10.Kc2 Ra2+ 11.Kc3 Rxd2 stalemate. 
R18 1.Rc5! Be2 2.a8Q Sc7+ 3.Kb7 Sxa8 4.Rd5 Ba6+ 5.Kxa8 Bc8 6.Rd6 Kf4 
7.Rf6+ Ke4 8.Rh6! zz Kd5 9.Rd6+ Ke5 10.Re6+ Kf5 11.Rf6+ Ke4 12.Rh6 Kd4 
13.Rd6+ Kc5 14.Rd5+ Kc4 15.Rd1! zz Kc5 16.Rd5+ Kb4 17.Rd2 Kc4 18.Rd1 
Kc5 19.Rd5+ Kb6 20.Rxd7 Bxd7 stalemate.  
R19 1.Kd2! Ka5 2.Rg6 Se7 3.Re6 e3+ 4.fxe3 dxe3+ 5.Rxe3 Rxe8 (5...Rd8+ 
6.Kc2! Rxe8 7.Re5+ Ka4 8.Re4+ Kxa3 9.Re3+ Ka2 10.Re2 zz Ka1 11.Re1+ Ka2 

12.Re2 Ka3 13.Re3+ Kb4 14.Re4+ Kc5 15.Re6 =) 6.Re5+ Ka4 7.Ke2! zz Kb3 
8.Re3+ Ka4 9.Re5 Kxa3 10.Re4 zz Kb3 11.Ke1 zz h5 12.Ke2 zz Kc3 
13.Re5 h4 14.Re4 zz h3 15.Re3+ =. 
R20 1.Ke1! [Rb6? Bd1 2.Ke1 Bc2 3.Kd2 g4 4.Rxa6 g3 5.Ra8 g2 6.Rg8 Kf3 
7.Rf8+ Kg3 8.Rg8+ Kf2 9.Rf8+ Kg1 10.Kc3 (10.Kc1 Kh2 11.Rh8+ Kg3 12.Rg8+ 
Kf3 13.Rf8+ Bf5 14.Rxf5+ Kg4 -+) 10...Bd1 11.Rd8 Bg4 12.Rg8 Be6 13.Rg6 
Bd5 14.Rf6 Kh2 15.Rh6+ Kg3 16.Rg6+ Kf2 17.Rf6+ Bf3 18.Rg6 Bd1 19.Rf6+ 
Kg3 20.Rg6+ Bg4 -+] 1...Ke3 2.Rb6 Bd5 3.Rxa6 Bc4 4.Rb6 zz g4 5.Rd6 zz 

Bd3 6.Rb6 Bc4 7.Rd6 g3 8.Rb6 zz g2 9.Rxb3+ Bxb3 stalemate. 

A meeting of the Good Companions will be held in Princeton, NJ,  
from October 22nd to 25th, 2009. Uri Avner, President of ICCU (for-
merly PCCC) will be the guest of honor. Anyone interested in chess 
problems is invited to attend. Composers unable to attend may par-
ticipate in quick-composing tourneys by furnishing their email ad-
dresses. For further information you may contact Gianni Donati at 
gianchess@aol.com or at 609-924-5886. 
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w________w
[wdwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdpdw$w]
[w)wdpdwd]
[dwdwiwHK]
[B)w0wHwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
w--------w

R5 Rauf Aliovsadzade
Commendation
Rybinsk-7 dnej-10JT ‘08

#2 (10+5)

w________w
[wgwdRdnd]
[dwdw!wdp]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdp0pdw]
[wdP)kdPd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdwdwIwd]
[dnHNdwdw]
w--------w

R6 Rauf Aliovsadzade
Commendation
Rybinsk-7 dnej-10JT ‘08

#2 (9+9)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwiwdPd]
[dwdwdw$w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdNdw]
w--------w

R7 Rauf Aliovsadzade
Commendation
Rybinsk-7 dnej-10JT ‘08

#4                           (5+1)

w________w
[wdwdwGwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[w0wdwdKd]
[dBdwiwHp]
[wdPdpdPd]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wdw)w)Nd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

R8 Rauf Aliovsadzade
2nd Prize
Zabaikalskiy Rabochij ‘07

#3                         (10+5)

R5 1.Rf5?[A] (zz), 1...Kd4 2.Qc5#, 1...d4 2.Qh6#, 1...Ph~!, 1.Rxd5?[B] 
(2.Sg4#), 1...h5!, 1.Bg1? (zz), 1...d4 2.Sg4#, 1...Ph~!; 1.Qh6!! (zz), 1...K~ 

2.Rf5# [A], 1...Kd4!? 2.Rxd5#[B]. 
R6 1.Ke2? (2.Sf2#), 1...dxc4 2.Qb7#[A], 1...fxg4 2.Qxh7#[B], 1...Sc3+ 2.Sxc3#, 
1...exd4!, 1.Qxe6? (2.Qxd5[D]/Qxf5#[C]), 1..dxc4 2.Qc6#, 1...fxg4 2.Qxg4#, 
1...Se7!, 1.Qxh7?[B] (2.Qh1#), 1...exd4 2.Qxf5#[C], 1...Sd2 2.Sc3#, 1...Sh6!; 

1.Qb7![A] (2.Qxb1#), 1...exd4 2.Qxd5#[D], 1...Sb~ 2.Sc3#. 
R7 1.Se5! (zz), 1...Kc5 2.Rb3 Kd4 3.Kd6 Ke4 4.Rb4#, 1...Ke4 2.Rg2! Kd4 
3.Rc2 Ke4 4.Rc4#, (2...Kf4 3.g5 Ke4 4.Rg4#). 
R8 1.Se1! (2.f4+ Kd4/exf3 e.p. 3.Se6/Sef3#), 1...Kd4 2.Bd6  ~/e3 

3.Se6/fxe3#, 1...hxg4 2.Sc2  e3 3.d4#. 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdri]
[dwdwdwHw]
[wdbdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

R9 Rauf Aliovsadzade
3rd HM
Zabaikalskiy Rabochij ‘07

h#2 and h=2           (3+3)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dp0wdp)w]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwiwdwGK]
w--------w

R10 Mirko Degenkolbe 
& Steven Dowd, Comm.
Schach-Aktiv 2007

h#7                          (4+8)

W________w
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdw1wdw]
[wdwdBdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwH]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdrd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dw0wdpdw]
[w0wdw)pd]
[dwdwdp)w]
[w0wdw)wd]
[dwdwdKdN]
w--------w

R11 Mirko Degenkolbe & 
Steven Dowd, 1st HM
Springaren 2006

h#5      2 sols.         (3+3)

R12 Mirko Degenkolbe & 
Steven Dowd, 1st HM
Phénix 2006

h#7       b) -Bh8       (5+9)

R9 h#2: 1.Bg6 Kf6 2.Bh5 Sf5#, h=2: 1.Bf5 Kxf5 2.Rf4+ Kxf4=. The Argentin-
ian theme. 

R10 1.b2 Bh2 2.b1Q Kg1 3.Qh7 Kf1 4.Bg6 Ke1 5.Qh4 gxh4 6.Bb1 Bd6 7.c2 
Ba3#. 
R11 1.Rg7 Bd5 2.Kd7 Kb2 3.Kd6 Kc3 4.Qc7 Kd4 5.Rd7 Sf5#, 1.Rg8 Kb2 
2.Qf8 Kc3 3.Ke7 Kd4 4.Qd8 Ke5 5.Re8 Sg6# 

R12 a) 1.Bg7 Kg1 2.Bh6 Kh2 3.Bxf4 gxf4 4.g3+ fxg3 5.Kg6 Sf2 6.Kh5 Se4 
7.Kg4 Sxf6#, b) 1.b1S Ke1 2.Sa3 Kd1 3.Sc2 Kd2 4.Se3 fxe3 5.Ke6 Sf2 6.Kd5 
Sxg4 7.Ke4 Sxf6# 
R13 1.c6 Bb5 2.c5 Bd3 3.c4 Bxc2 4.b2+ Kd1 5.Sb3 Bd3 6.Bc2+ Kxc2 7.b1R 

Bxc4# 
R14 a) 1.Bxe5+ Kxe5+ 2.Ke3 Rd2 3.Qxc4 Sxc4#, b) 1.Qxc6+ Kxc6+ 2.Kxc4 
Rd3 3.Bxe5 Sxe5# 
R15 1.Kd5 Bf5 2.Rd6 Be3 3.c6 Sb6#, 1.Qd5 Se7+ 2.Kd6 Bc8 3.Rc6 Sf5# 

R16 a) 1.b2 Ka2 2.b1S Kb2 3.Be1 Sa2 4.Sd2 Sc3#, b) 1.Bb4 Bb2 2.Kd2 Ba3 
3.Kc3 Kc1 4.c4 Bb2# 
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StrateGems 2007 Fairies Award 
by Kjell Widlert, FIDE International Judge 

 

Several things were unusual this year: 

• The number of composers was small – 41 of the 51 compositions came 
from a group of just 8 composers. 

• There was almost no direct play – 46 of the 51 compositions featured 
help play (I include the help-selfmates in this group). Fortunately the 
fairy elements used and the themes shown were very varied. 

• The quality was quite good and, most importantly, very even. There were 
no outstanding masterpieces, but almost all of the entries could receive a 
commendation in a normal tourney and around half of them were 

candidates for an HM or even a prize. This implies that I had a hard time 
selecting and ranking the problems, and that I had to leave out several 
problems that might have had a distinction in a lesser tourney, and also 
that another judge might have made quite a different selection. 

 
Some problems not in the award require comments: 
F0653 (Sobrecases) Circe is very little used. 
F0654 (Petkov) I regard this as a lesser version of F0690 which appears in 

the award. 
F0657 (Kotĕšovec) An inventive problem with cyclical occupation of the four 
central squares by black and white grasshoppers, but also quite heavy and 
mechanical. 

F0658 (Kotĕšovec) To have two long solutions (23 moves) in this simple 
position is impressive, but I find nothing of interest in the play. Such things 
are for computers to compose, solve and enjoy. 
F0661 and F0662 (Feather) This pair almost made the award. I normally 

dislike imitators because they make the play very diffuse, but I really like 
these as the strategy of the play is much clearer: the arrangement of the 
pieces binds the imitator to the h file and the other pieces to the a file, a spell 
which can only be broken by Circe. 

F0672 (Kotĕšovec) Very heavy for just a chameleon echo (even though seven 
pieces are involved in the mates), and Circe is uneconomically used 
(essentially just to move the white bishophopper from a black to a white 
square). 

F0673 (Gandev) Part a) seems unrelated to the theme of the other two parts: 
incarceration of a black piece (Pao, Mao) serving as a hurdle for a white lion.  
F0675 (Belcsak) Quite a good Anti-Circe helpmate. That wSb1 is passive in 
one mate is a blemish but it is obviously cannot be avoided in this matrix. 

Black’s first moves serve two purposes: blocking d8/f8 and clearing a8/h8 for 
the black rook. I think it would have been worth another black piece to have 
the latter effect influence the play (“economy of aim”): add bSb7 (1.Sd8?, 
1.Qxa2(Qd8)!), part b) bSb7>g6 (1.Sf8?, 1.Bxe5(Bf8)!). But perhaps that’s only 

me, because I’m interested in the reasons for the moves? 
F0679 (Sobrecases) I feel too little happens over the 6+6 moves, and wPg5,g6 
are superfluous in one part. It’s a pity about the bPc2/b3, making the first 
black moves automatic. Two solutions or some other twinning would have 

been better – but alas, the bP is really needed for soundness. 
F0681 (Sobrecases) This is the type of imitator problem I don’t like: there is 
no clear theme (except the fact that the solution depends on the type of 
cylinder), it is just hard to solve. 

F0682 (Mlynka) The Platzwechsel-Circe effect on the 8th row, achieved 
through two other Circe variants, is amusing – but it is used only to mark 
time, not for strategic purposes. 

212

W________w
[wdwHwdNd]
[4wdpGpdw]
[pdw$wdwd]
[dwdwiwhw]
[w0wdP0wd]
[dwhKdwdw]
[wdwdQdwd]
[dwdw$wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[whwdwdwd]
[dwGw)wdr]
[pdpIN0wd]
[dwdwdBdw]
[ndp0wdN)]
[dRdrdwiw]
[wdwdwdP$]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdb$RdBd]
[dwGrdwdw]
[w0Ndwdwg]
[4pdwdwdw]
[w)PdN0wd]
[dwdk0w0w]
[P!wdw)wd]
[dKdwhwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[BGwdwhwd]
[!wdwHwdw]
[pdKdwdwH]
[0wdwdwdw]
[Rgwdwdpd]
[dw0pdk)P]
[wdwdpdpd]
[dwdw4ndw]
w--------w 

No.1 V. Dyachuk
Tidskrift for Schack 1994

#2                            (8+9) #2                        (10+10) #2                        (12+11) #2                          (9+12)

No.2 V. Dyachuk
Schach 1998

No.3 V. Dyachuk
Schach-Aktiv 1993

No.4 V. Dyachuk
Probleemblad 1996

Four of a Kind 
by Robert Lincoln 

 
Vasyl Dyachuk is certainly one of the finest twomover composers of this era.  

Although relatively young, (born in 1972), he may yet achieve even greater 
things in the future. One normally sees prize awards appended to his dia-
grams.  But these four, to the best of my knowledge, have gone without dis-
tinction.   

No.1 contains a trademark try complex to befuddle solvers: 1.Sh6? (2.Sg4#) 
f5!, 1.Rf6? (2.Bd6/Rf5#) Scxe4!, 1.Qb2? (2.Rd5#) Sgxe4!, 1.Qh5? (2.Sxf7#) 

Scxe4! Resolution comes through 1.Sf6! (2.Sg4#), 1...Sgxe4 2.Qh5#, 1…Scxe4 
2.Rd5#  and 1…f3 2.Qh2#.       
 In No.2, White attempts to continue (2.Ke6#) after 1.Se~ will get con-
founded by 1…Re3! 1.Sf4? transforms the threat to (2.Se2#) bringing 1…Rxe7 

2.Sh5#, but 1…Sc3!  Self-pinning by 1.Sxd4! (2.Ke6#) turns the trick.  The 
royal battery fires repeatedly on 1…Sd7 2.Kxd7#, 1…Rxe7 2.Kxe7# and 
1…Sc5 2.Kxc5#. The prior refutation, 1…Re3, returns a virtual threat, 
2.Se2#.        

  Note the set play 1…exf2 2.Qd2# for No.3.  1.Sd6? (2.Se5#) substitutes 
1…exf2 2.Qd4# and proceeds against 1…Rxd6 2.Rxd6#, 1…Bg7 2.Bh7#, or 
1…bxc4 2.Bxc4#.  Alas, Black scraps up 1…Re7!  1.Bh7! with matching in-
tent changes 1…exf2 yet again to 2.Sd2#. Further victims are 1…Bg7 2.Sd6#, 

1…bxc4 2.Sc5#, 1…Sc2 2.Qxc2# and 1…Kxc4 2.Qb3#.     
 No.4 has several tantalizing ways to unleash White’s King. 1.Bf4? (2.Kc7#) 
Bc5!, 1.Shf5? (2.Kc7#) gxh3!, 1.Qd4? (2.Kb6,Qf4#) Bd6!, 1.Sxg4? (2.Kb6#) 
promises 1…Sd7 2.Kxd7#, 1…Bc5 2.Kxc5#, 1…Bd6 2.Qf2# and 1…Ke4 

2.Kc7#, but 1…g1Q! denies.  1.Sef5! (2.Kc7#) finally clinches victory with 
modified variations 1...Se6 2.Kd7#, 1...Bc5 2.Rf4#, 1…Bd6 2.Kxd6#, 1...Se3 
2.Qxe3# and 1…Ke4 2.Kb6#.  While these may rank below Dyachuk’s usual 
standard, they still look pretty good to me!     

Aaron Hirschenson Jubilee Tourney. StrateGems announces a jubilee tour-
ney to celebrate Aaron’s 65th birthday. Required are orthodox twomovers in 

two phases (set and a solution or try and a solution) which show changed 
mates (or reciprocal change), after a black piece random and correction 
moves. Twins are allowed. Send entries to: aaron43@netvision.net.il or by 
mail to Aaron Hirschenson, 6 Nizana Street, Metar 85025 Israel. First Pr. 

$100, Second Pr. $75 and Third Pr.$50. Due date June 26th 2010. Example: 
see SG45 Recent Tourney Winners problem R7. 

PLEASE REPRINT



215

and forcing the mate. Black’s third move is not part of the main theme but 

fits in nicely by opening a line for the mating move. The problem is enhanced 
by two half-thematic tries: in the 1.- Rb8+ line, only wB (not wR) can 
interpose on c7 as only the wR can force the battery to open; in the 1.- Bc8+ 
line, Black cannot play 3.- f6? as this closes a white line. The problem would 

have been even greater if these two subtleties had appeared in the other 
solution too – but I won’t ask for the impossible. 1.Re7 Bc8+ (Rb8+?) 2.Ra7 
Rb7+ 3.Ka6 f5 (f6?) 4.Bg7+ Rxg7#, 1.Be5 Rb8+ 2.Bc7 Bb7+ 3.Kb6 d4 4.Rh1+ 
Bxh1#. 

 
2nd Prize – (Franz Pachl & Dieter Müller – F0692) Cyclic elimination of 
three flights (d2,d4,e2): Be6 can guard e2 on the first (Bg4) or second (Bc4) 
move, Se3 can guard e2 on the first (Sf1) or second (Sc4) move, Rc6 can 

guard d4 on the first (Rd6) or second (Rc4) move. B1+B2 deal with the 
remaining flight, while capturing the white piece that deals with that flight in 
the other two solutions (producing a cyclic Zilahi). The necessary dual 

avoidance is heterogeneous: when Black plays fxe3xd2, White cannot play 
Rd6 & Bc4 as c3 loses its guard; when Black plays Gxe6-e2, White cannot 
play Sf1 & Rc4 as the hurdle must stay on e3; when Black plays Sxc6xd4, 
White cannot play Le2 & Sc4 as Sd4 guards the mating line (so a double 

check is needed). Unified dual avoidance would have been preferable, but it 
clearly is not in this matrix. The grand idea is the same as in F0656 by Pachl 
with another co-author. I prefer this version because it uses only one kind of 
fairy piece, and because there are some other theoretical possibilities that 

don’t work (Sxe6-d4, Rc2 & Bc4) making the whole non-automatic. Solution: 
1.fxe3 Bg4! 2.exd2 Rc4# (1…Rd6?), 1.Gxe6! Rd6! 2.Ge2 Sc4# (1…Sf1?); 
1.Sxc6! Sf1! 2.Sxd4 Bc4# (1…Bg4?)  
 

3rd Prize – (Petko Petkov – F0678) A charming example of reciprocal anti-
Bristols: Qf7 or Rf1 play along the f file just in order to stop the partner from 
capturing on the last move – so this is a very specific help-selfmate idea. The 
main idea is complemented by two very nice white promotions and two 

adequate (but not more) black line-openings by Rf3 (I assume the composer 
regretted the need for Pc3). The set-play-and-solution form usually makes for 
a disturbing imbalance in strategic problem, but in this case the solutions 
appear well matched despite the extra white move in one line.   1…Rh3 2.d8S 

Qf2! 3.Sf5+ Qxf5#,  1.d8B Rd3 2.Bg5 Rf6! 3.Bf4+ Rxf4#. 
 
4th Prize – (Mario Parrinello – F0663) One of three helpselfmates (together 
with Petkov’s F0654 and F0690) with a similar idea: a black/white Bristol 

where in the end the black thematic piece has to capture the white one giving 
mate. This basic idea has to be dressed up in various ways to make a good 
problem. In all three there are two thematic lines, both obstructed by another 
white piece which has to be eliminate; the method of doing this determines 

the character of the play. Here Sg6/Sg7 are unpinned by the white Bristol 
piece entering the line, then move to be captured. Beside the “automatic” 
exchanges of function between Re7 and Bf5, there is an additional one 
between Re1 and Qf2 (because of the need to pin Qh6) and a fairly bland one 

between Rc6 and Bb3 (Bristol/guard). I don’t mind the small unevenness that 
W4 is played in different directions, away from the wK (Rc7-b7) or towards 
the wK (Bc2-d3); the black Bristol move simply must cross both of these 
squares. The opening of the e and f files in B1 add very little value as they 

don’t influence the play: the solutions would be the same with Re7 on d7. But 
as there is no better square for the bB than f5, the bR might as well be on d7.   
1…Bb1 2.Bc2 Rh1 3.Sf8 Qxf8 4.Bd3+ Bxd3#, 1…Ra7 2.Rc7 Qh2 3.Se8 Rxe8 
4.Rb7+ Rxb7#. 
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F0686 (Lörinc) The double checks by locust x locust are nice, but the two 

mates are almost the same and the black play is much less interesting. As a 
side note, Gh3 could be white instead of neutral – but it is probably worth the 
cost to have neutral pieces throughout. Even the other two grasshoppers 
could in principle be white, but a cook is neatly avoided by having them 

neutral. 
F0687 (Petkov) The best of the two direct mates, but the problem is 
schematic and mostly uses just the “kamikaze” effect of Anti-Circe, not the 
rebirth. The refutations of the tries are fine, however. 

F0689 (Petkov) A very simple way of creating reciprocal batteries. I would 
have liked to have in the second solution a try corresponding to 1.Bf2 Qd4?, 
but of course that is not possible in this matrix. 
F0697 (Rallo) A nice grasshopper-specific chameleon echo which could have 

been made half a century ago. Pity that wGg2 does not move in part b). 
F0700 (Gandev) The first two solutions, with reciprocal captures and selfpins 
by the lions combined with locust effects (evacuation of the locusts´ target 

squares b6/b5), would certainly have merited a place in the award. But the 
third solution (1.Qe6) has no connection to the other two, leaves the LOh5 
useless, and in fact looks like a cook. It should have been eliminated, even at 
the cost of some additional material. 

F0701 (Grushko) The point is in the final positions, where the bK is in double 
check and must move – but wherever it moves, Circe Parrain will produce a 
neutral knight a knight’s move away; and so it is mate. The effect depends on 
neutrals, Circe Parrain, and Republican Chess (without which the bK would 

have been in check earlier). Einstein Chess however is not necessary for the 
effect: the mating moves might just as well, and even more pointedly, have 
been nS x nS (+bK). This uneconomical fairy element, and the repetition of 
nSxh3(=nB) (although played by different sides), push the problem out of the 

award. – The solutions were given in SG 42 in French notation and without 
the essential addition of the bK, so I repeat them here: 
a) 1.nSxh3 (=nB) e8 (nPh4) 2.e5 nBg4 (=nS) 3.h3 hxg4 (=nS) (+bKf6)# 
b) 1.e6 nSxh3 (=nB) 2.e5 (nPh2) nBf5 (=nS) 3.e4 exf5 (=nS) (+bKg3)# 

 
And now at last the award. (Note: “W1” and “B1” indicate the first moves by 
White and Black, respectively.) 

hs#4      2 sols.       (7+8)

W________w
[rdwgwdwd]
[dwdwdpdp]
[b4wdwdwi]
[IP)pdw$w]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Gwdw$wdw]
w--------w

1st Prize
Petko A. Petkov
StrateGems 2007 w________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw4wHK]
[wdR0wdN!]
[dkdPdb0w]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dB)wdw)w]
[wdwdw1wd]
[$wdw4wdw]
w--------w

4th Prize
Mario Parrinello
StrateGems 2007

hs#3½                   (11+7)

W________w
[wdwdBdwd]
[dw0PdqHw]
[wdNiwdw0]
[dw0pdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dw0wdrdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdrdw]
w--------whs#3* (5+9)

3rd Prize
Petko A. Petkov
StrateGems 2007 w________w

[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[QhRdBHw1]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdw)w0wd]
[dPdkHwdw]
[w0w)w)wd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Prize
Franz Pachl
& Dieter Müller
StrateGems 2007

h#2 3 sols.       (10+8)
qQ Grasshoppers

1st Prize – (Petko Petkov – F0655) An impressive and probably original 

combination with transformation of two set batteries: one rear piece becomes 
a pinner, one guards flights, and the two front pieces perform reciprocal 
Indians to form new batteries which finally mate. I was pleasantly surprised 
to see the wK go to b6.  The white  R  and  B  switch  functions in self-pinning  
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No additional material was necessary to determine the whole trip. 1.Gh3 

2.Gf5 3.Ge6 4.Gd7 5.Gc8 6.Gh8 7.Ge5 8.Gg7 9.Gc7 10.Se7 11.Sg6 12.Sh4 
13.Sf3 14.Sd2 15.Gd1 16.Se4 17.Sc3 18.Gc2 19.Gb3 20.Ga4 21.Ga7 22.Se4 
23.Sd6 24.Sb7 25.Gb8 26.Sa5 27.Sc6 28.Se7 29.Gf7 30.Sg8 Gf8#. 

6th Honorable Mention
Franz Pachl &
Sven Trommler
StrateGems 2007

h#2      3 sols.       (5+11)
ÑÏNonstop Equihoppers
NCamel

W________w
[KdbdwdÑd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0pdwh]
[dwdB0wdk]
[pdNdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwHwdwd]
[4wgÏdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdqdwI]
[dwdw1wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[!wdwdwdw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[dwdwdR!w]
w--------w

7th Honorable Mention
Krassimir Gandev
StrateGems 2007

hs#4      2 sols.        (4+3)
QLeo, RPao, qLions

w________w
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdw0w0pd]
[dwdwdPdr]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdbdw]
[wdwdndBH]
[dwdw4w!K]
w--------w

5th Honorable Mention
Petko A. Petkov
StrateGems 2007

hs#3½      2 sols. (6+8)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw1ndpdw]
[Kdp0b4w$]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wHw)Pdwd]
[dwiwdwdw]
[w0wHwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

8th Honorable Mention
Mario Parrinello
StrateGems 2007

hs#3 Anti-Circe    (6+9)
b/c) Rh6→d8/e8

5th Honorable Mention – (Petko Petkov – F0690) The same general idea as 

in the same composer’s F0645 and in Parrinello’s F0663 above: a 
black/white Bristol to force the black Bristol piece to capture the white one 
with mate. The great difference with F0645 is the added pin replacement play 
on the first row, which is a clear advancement. 1…Rg5 2.Sf1 Rh5+ 3.Qh2 Rh8 

4.Qh7+ Rxh7#, 1…Bg4 2.Bf1 Bf3+ 3.Qg2 Ba8 4.Qb7+ Bxb7#. 
 
6th Honorable Mention – (Franz Pachl & Sven Trommler – F0656) Cyclic 
elimination of three flights (g4,g5,g6) with cyclic Zilahi. This is exactly the 

same mechanism as in F0692, but with two kinds of fairy pieces (camels in 
addition to the necessary equihopper) and with a more automatic matrix. As 
in F0692, the necessary dual avoidance is heterogeneous.  1.Bxd2 CAd7 
2.Bg5 Bf3# (Bxe6 & Sf3?), 1.NExc4 Bxe6 2.NEg6 Sf3# (Se4 & CAf3?), 1.exd5 

Se4 2.Bg4 CAf3# (CAd7 & Sf3?). 
 
7th Honorable Mention – (Krassimir Gandev – F0671) A fine echo of a spe-

cific mating combination, using an incarcerated pao and also using the other 
line-hoppers (leo, lion) well. It is not surprising that parts of the solutions are 
very similar (one row lower in the second solution), but there is enough vari-
ety through the smart play of the kings and queen to avoid complete déjà-vu. 

1.PAf7 LIg8 2.PAh7 Kb1 3.Qb3+ Ka1 4.LEg7+ LIh8#, 1.Kh5 LIe4 2.PAf6 LIg7 
3.PAh6 Kb1 4.LEg6+ LIh7#. 
 
8th Honorable Mention – (Mario Parrinello – F0688) The classic cyclic chain 

of guarding S/B/R used for new purposes: black must block the Anti-Circe-
specific flight e8, which can only be done via the current squares of the three 
pieces, as f7 is blocked. So White must evacuate a square by capturing one of 
the thematic pieces, allowing another to go to e8, and then force the third 

piece to capture the reborn wR, giving mate by rebirth. So we have a complete 
cyclic 3x3 change of function between the black pieces. Bad luck that the 
white play is pale in comparison. A pity also that the wR could not be on 
three adjacent squares in the twins.  a) 1.Rxf6 (Ra1) Sf6 2.Rh1 Se8 3.Rh3+ 

Bxh3 (Bc8)#, b) 1.Rxd7 (Rh1) Bd7 2.Rf1 Be8 3.Rf3+ Rxf3 (Ra8)#, c) 1.Rxe6 
(Rh1) Re6 2.Rh5 Re8 3.Rc5+ Sxc5 (Sb8)#. 
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1st Honorable Mention
Guy Sobrecases
StrateGems 2007

s#6  Circe Parrain   (4+5)

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dw$wdwdw]
[wdw!Rdwd]
[0wIwgw4w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[whwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdqdwdnd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdqd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th Honorable Mention
Václav Kotěšovec
StrateGems 2007

sh#30  Maximum.   (2+4)
qQGrasshoppers

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdKdw]
[wdPdrdw)]
[dw)wdwdP]
[rdwdndqd]
[0kdwHwdw]
[w0pdwdwd]
[dwdNGwdw]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention
Mario Parrinello
StrateGems 2007

hs#3 b) Pa3→b4 (8+9)
Anti-Circe

w________w
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdR$pdwd]
[dwdwIwiw]
w--------w

3rd Honorable Mention
Ion Murãraşu
StrateGems 2007

r#7                     (4+2)

1st Honorable Mention – (Guy Sobrecases – F0652) Circe Parrain is one of 

those fairy forms that tend to produce more obscurity than thematic clarity, 
but this example is a gem: two perfectly balanced solutions with four Parrain 
rebirths in each, with all nine pieces active in both (at least in the mates). I 
especially like the trick to switch the bishop from black to white squares. In 

this case, I don’t mind the lack of quiet moves and strategy. 1.Qc6+ Kb8 
2.Qe8+ Kxc7 3.Kb5 (Rb7)+ Kxb7 4.Qd8 (Ra7)+ Kxa7 5.Rxe5 (Ra6)+ Kb7 (Bf5) 
6.Re7+ Bd7#,  1.Qa6+ Kb8 2.Re8+ Kxc7 3.Rd8 (Rb7)+ Kxd8 4.Kb5 (Rc8)+ 
Kxc8 5.Rd7 (Re8)+ Kxd7 6.Rb8 (Ra7)+ Bc7#. 

2nd Honorable Mention – (Mario Parrinello – F0665) I like the exchange of 
functions between wPc6/h6: one of them promotes with rebirth to produce 
the piece that forces the bK to capture with mate, the other one is captured 
by Re6 to block the rebirth square of Ra4 (so it can’t capture instead of the 

K). I regard the mixed AUW as a secondary theme, although it was certainly 
intended by the composer from the outset: it is easy to differentiate 
promotions in Anti-Circe, so an AUW is not a great achievement. It is a pity 

that b4 is blocked in part b) so that the wB is reduced to blocking the wK’s 
flight e1 with no guarding duty, but it the bP obviously must be there to stop 
the dual 2… Rb4 (instead of Rxh6(Ra8)); bad luck for the composer. A greater 
drawback is the fact that the mates are really the same – but that is 

compensated for by the colourful play. I don’t regard it as a flaw that the 
position is “illegal” in Anti-Circe (a bP cannot reach a square below a wP on 
the same file); the positions in fairy chess problems not using retro don’t have 
to come from games in that fairy form. By the way: an attempt to “correct” 

this non-flaw by placing Pc2 on e2 fails because of a cook involving Qb2+ 
which can no longer be met by Qg4-d1. a) 1.h7 cxd1S (Sg8) 2.hxg8B (Bf1) 
Rxc6(Ra8) 3.Bc4+ Kxc4 (Ke8)#, b) 1.c7 cxd1Q (Qd8) 2.cxd8R (Ra1) Rxh6 (Rh8) 
3.Ra3+ Kxa3 (Ke8)#. 

3rd Honorable Mention – (Ion Murarasu – F0691) A reflexmate miniature 
with an unusually pointed solution: d2 must be blocked in the mate, so why 
does only 1.Rd4 work and not 1.Rc4? The explanation is that White is in 
Zugzwang after 6.Rg1 Kxg1 if a white R is already on d2; the last white R 

must be elsewhere so it can move to d2. The rest of the solution has its points 
too, such as the method of getting a piece to f1 early and the rook sacrifice on 
g1. 1.Rc4! (Rd4?) Kh2 2.Rg4 Kh3 3.Bf3 Kh2 4.Bg2 Kg1 5.Bf1+ Kh2 6.Rg1 
Kxg1 7.Rd2 exf1Q#. 

4th Honorable Mention – (Václav Kotesovec – F0659) What earns this 
problem a high place in the award is not the first 9 moves, which are 
automatic and don’t really add any value, and it is only in part the 14-move 
roundtrip by the black S. The real point is in the lovely way the S chooses its 

path, all the time avoiding alternative routes between the stops on 
d2/c3/b7/e7 because a black grasshopper would have to move prematurely.  
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Commendation – (Michal Dragoun – F0668) A “TF helpmate” (the solution 

consists of two distinct pairs of lines) where the position unfortunately turned 
out quite heavy – probably necessary with this strong white material. I would 
have liked all four lines, not just three of them, to have an intelligent choice 
for Black whether to unguard the mate with or without sacrifice (depending 
on whether the white leo is jumping or not): if there had been a square i7, the 
bSh7 should have been there (1.Sg6!, not 1.Sh5?). Was it impossible to ar-
range this effect on the 8x8 board? 1.LEd6+ Be6 2.Re7! LExe7#, 1.b3 Rd4 
2.Bc3! LExc3#, 1.Sf8 Bf5 2.Rd6 LEh5#, 1.Sf2! Rf4 2.Bd5 LE3g3#. 

W________w
[wdwdwdwg]
[dw0wdwdp]
[wdpdwdw0]
[dw)wdwdp]
[wIwdwdw0]
[dw)pdwdr]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

Commendation
Joahim Iglesias 
& Guy Sobrecases
StrateGems 2007

s=40         C- (4+10)
Follow the leader 

w________w
[RhRhwdwd]
[dw)wGwdw]
[wdwdwdwh]
[4wdwdwIw]
[wdpdwdwh]
[)wiw)wdw]
[Q0wdwdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Mario Parrinello
StrateGems 2007

hs#2       2 sols.       (9+8)
Anti-Circe, n Camels
rR Rook-Lions

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[PdPdPdP0]
[dÑdn1ndK]
[w0p0p0pd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w!Ï)PiwG]
[dwdrgwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Franz Pachl
& Dieter Müller
StrateGems 2007

h#2 4 sols.    (10+14)
ÑÏ Equihoppers 
qQ Kangaroos

w________w
[w!w1wdwd]
[dw!wdwdw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[Îwdw)w0p]
[wdpdpiwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[Kdw0w0wd]
[dwÎwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Chris Feather
StrateGems 2007

h# 2½      2 sols.     (7+9)
Ï English Equihoppers 
Q G’s, QLocusts

Commendation – (Mario Parrinello – F0669) If White could hide Ra8 or 

Be7, which guard a5 and c5 respectively, the problem would be easily solved: 
after hiding R or B, White captures one of the camels promoting to B/R, forc-
ing the other black camel to interpose on c5 with mate from RLa5. But the 
only way of hiding is by capturing one of the camels, forcing Black to create 

by Anti-Circe a replacement victim for the capture in W2 – resulting in an 
Allumwandlung (but with only orthodox promotions). The problem has many 
similarities with the same composer’s F0665, not only the AUW with the same 
mate in both lines, but also the game-impossibility of the position because of 

inverted Pawns on the c file! Solution: 1.Bxd8 (Bc1) bxc1Q(Qd8)+ 2.cxd8R 
(Ra1)+ CMc5#, 1.Rxb8(Ra1) bxa1S(Sb8) 2.cxb8B(Bc1)+ CMc5#. 
Commendation – (Joahim Iglesias & Guy Sobrecases – F0680) A typical 
Follow-My-Leader manoeuvre with an unusually long dance of the wK and the 

bR. I like the way the zigzagging journey goes first North, then South and 
then North again until it suddenly stops with 35.Kh8. The surprise 32.Kf6 
(when it is so easy to just continue 32.Kh6) stops the play from appearing 

fully automatic. The first five moves are not necessary (I assume the play 
might begin 1.Kd2-c3 d2+) but seem worthwhile to me, an introductory dance 
wK-bB that echoes the final walk wP-bK, both serving to further lessen the 
sense of automatic play. 1.c4 Bc3+ 2.Ka3 Bb4+ 3.Kb2 Ba3+ 4.Kc3 Bb2+ 

5.Kd2 Bc3+ 6.Kxc3 d2+ 7.Kc2 Rc3+ 8.Kxd2 Rc2+ 9.Kd3 Rd2+ 10.Ke3 Rd3+ 
11.Ke4 Re3+ 12.Kf4 Re4+ 13.Kf5 Rf4+ 14.Ke5 Rf5+ 15.Ke6 Re5+ 16.Kf6 Re6+ 
17.Kf7 Rf6+ 18.Kg7 Rf7 19.Kg8 Rg7+ 20.Kh8 Rg8+ 21.Kxh7 Rh8+ 22.Kg7 Rh7 
23.Kg6 Rg7+ 24.Kxh6 Rg6+ 25.Kxh5 Rh6+ 26.Kg5 Rh5+ 27.Kg4 Rg5+ 

28.Kxh4 Rg4+ 29.Kh5 Rh4+ 30.Kg5 Rh5 31.Kg6 Rg5+ 32.Kf6 Rg6+ 33.Kf7 
Rf6+ 34.Kg7 Rf7+ 35.Kh8 Rg7 36.h3 Kh2 37.h4 Kh3 38.h5 Kh4 39.h6 Kh5 
40.h7 Kh6=. 
Commendation – (Franz Pachl & Dieter Müller – F0693) Impressive geome-

try, though necessarily in a heavy position: the white equihopper must go to 
a6/c6/e6/g6 in order to guard e2+g2 and discover mate from the kangaroo.  
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w________w
[R!wdkdwd]
[dqdwdw)w]
[wdP0p0wG]
[drdwdwdK]
[wdwdwdwH]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdw4w]
w--------w

9th Honorable Mention
Petko A. Petkov
StrateGems 2007

hs#3½     2 sols.      (9+7)
qQLeos, rRPaos

w________w
[wdwdwdri]
[dwdpdQdp]
[wdpdw1w)]
[dwhw1wdw]
[wdqdwdwd]
[dwdwdw)w]
[w1wdKdPd]
[!wdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Chris Feather
StrateGems 2007

h#2       3 sols.       (6+10)
q Grasshopper
qQ Kangaroos

w________w
[wdq4wdwd]
[dr1Bdwdn]
[wdPdw0wI]
[gw0wiwdw]
[q0Rdwdp!]
[dwdpdwdQ]
[bdwdwdwd]
[dqdwdwdn]
w--------w

Commendation
Michal Dragoun
StrateGems 2007

h#2      4 sols.       (6+16)
qQ Leos

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw!wdwdw]
[wdwIw1kd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

10th Honorable Mention
Petko A. Petkov
StrateGems 2007

hs#3 Isardam      (2+2)
b/c) Kg4→a4/f7, d) Qf4→d3
e) Kg4→d1, f) Qc5→d7

9th Honorable Mention – (Petko Petkov – F0670) Like in F0669 further 

down in the award, the mates are literally cross-checks: Black puts a piece on 
e5 or f5, parrying a check on the file but creating check and mate on the fifth 
row, forming a cross pattern. If b5 were a rook lion the solution would be 
easy, but as it is a pao (which could itself interpose on e5/f5) a pin must be 

arranged. I like the strange two first black moves (why do the pieces have to 
go precisely to c5 and b2?); I like much less the fact that the second solution 
is almost the same as the first, transposed one file to the right, with no ex-
change of functions. 1…PAc5 2.g8B LEb2 3.LEb4+ Ke7 4.PAe2+ LEe5#, 

1…PAd5 2.g8S LEb1 3.LEb3 Kf7 4.PAf2+ LEf5#. 
10th Honorable Mention – (Petko Petkov – F0677) The mating combination 
is unique – who would have thought that four pieces would suffice to force a 
selfmate in the center of the board? Isardam makes it possible: wK checks the 

bK which is “Isardam-pinned” (Ke3-f4+); as Kxf5 doesn’t parry the check, the 
only possibility is to turn the tables by Isardam-pinning wK (Qh3-f3+, not 
Qh3-f1+?? which would allow Qxg4); this releases the pin of the bK which 

checks and, in fact, mates the wK – White cannot turn the tables again by 
playing Qf5-h5?? which would allow Qxf4. As this seems to be the only possi-
ble selfmate with this material, it comes as no surprise that the five twins end 
in echo-mates. Actually, the four last half-moves are essentially the same in 

each solution, which gives the impression of seeing the same thing six times 
instead of seeing true echoes. The solver who suggested that fewer solutions 
might have been better has a point. But I do like the tempo move d) 1.Qd5 
(Qd6?) and the try e) 1.Qc4? a) 1.Ke3 Qh2 2.Qf5+ Qh3+ 3.Kf4+ Qf3#, b) 1.Kd3 

Kb3 2.Qc2+ Qa4 3.Kc3+ Qc4#, c) 1.Kd5 Kf6 2.Qe7 Qg5+ 3.Ke6+ Qe5#, d) 
1.Qd5! Kf4 2.Qe5+ Qg3 3.Ke4+ Qe3#, e) 1.Qc3! Ke2 2.Qd3+ Qf1 3.Ke3+ Qf3#, 
f) 1.Kd5 Kf5 2.Qe6 Qg4 3.Ke5+ Qe4#. 
 

Commendations without order: 
 
Commendation – (Chris Feather – F0667) This must be a new kangaroo 
trick: any of the three black pieces on the a1-h8 diagonal can go to g7, 

thereby pinning the other two. The task of the composer is to arrange differ-
ent play for these three cases, each ending with a double-pin mate of course. 
The ideal would be to have highly thematic dual avoidance separating the 
lines, but this ideal hasn’t been reached here and probably cannot be 

reached. What we have is good enough separation: the KAc7 line is clear dual 
avoidance (KAc7 guards h2 so Ge5 must play the second move), the Qe7 line 
is less clear dual avoidance (Qe7 still guards h4 and the other thematic pieces 
have lost their hurdle), the Sb3 line is not dual avoidance at all (Black must 

open the second row). 1.KAc7 KAb7 2.Gg7 KAh1#, 1.Qe7 KAc7 2.Qg7 KAh2#, 
1.Sb3 KAa2 2.KAg7 KAh2#. 
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W________w
[wdwdbdwd]
[dw4wdpdB]
[wdwdwHwG]
[dpdRdwdw]
[w)k0pIw0]
[dRdwdw0r]
[wdwdwdw0]
[Hwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Ndb4wdw1]
[dw$pdnhw]
[wdpdwdr0]
[dPiwGwgw]
[P0wdPdw!]
[dB0w0N0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[$wdwIwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[rdwdwgwI]
[1pdw0Nhw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw)P)pdn]
[wdwGwiw0]
[dRdwdwdP]
[wdpdwdw0]
[dbdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdnHwd]
[hwdBdp0w]
[r0wdrdPd]
[Hp0w)kdw]
[wdwdRdbI]
[)wdPdp)p]
[wdwdPGw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

R1 Hans Peter Rehm
1st Prize
Die Schwalbe 2006-07

#7                         (8+11)

R2 Rainer Ehlers
1st Prize
Lindgren-80JT 2009

#7                       (11+15)

R3 Dieter Kutzborski
1st Prize
Schach-Aktiv 2007

#15                       (9+13)

R4 Dieter Werner
1st Prize
H.J.Schudel-JT 2008-09

#9                       (13+13)

R3 1.Bb2? (2.Bc1#) Qa3!, 1.e6? (2.Be5#) Qa1!; 1.Be3+! Kg3 2.Bg1+ Kf4 
3.Rf3+ Ke4 4.Rc3+ Kf4 5.Be3+ Kg3 6.Bd4+ Kf4 7.e6! Db8 8.Be3+ Kg3 9.Bg1+ 

Kf4 10.Rf3+ Ke4 11.Rb3+ Kf4 12.Be3+ Kg3 13.Bd4+ Kf4 14.Bb2 (15.Bc1#) 
De5 15.Bxe5#. When both tries fail, White must lure the black Queen to b8 
and then continue with the original plan, Bb2! 
R4 1.gxf7? (2.Bxe6#) g5#!, 1.exf3? Bxf3 2.g4+ Bxg4 3.gxf7 g5+ 4.Kg3 Sg7! (not 

Sc7?) 5.Sb7 Sh5#!; 1.Bd4! cxd4 2.exf3 Bxf3 3.g4+ Bxg4 4.gxf7 g5+ (4...bxa5? 
5.fxe8S etc.) 5.Kg3 Sg7 6.Sb7 Sc8 7.Bxc8 Sh5+ 8.Kf2 Sg7 9.Sd6# 

W________w
[qdBdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw0nd]
[dwdwdw0N]
[wdwdw$wd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdNhwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdndwdPI]
[dwdwgw0w]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdw!wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdniwd]
[0wdrHwdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwIwdBdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdBdwi]
[dwdpdwdp]
[p)pdqdwd]
[dwdwdw$w]
[w)wIwdw!]
[4wdw)w)w]
[bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

R5 Pietro Rossi
1st Prize
Best Problems 2006-08

Win                        (5+6)

R6 D. Gurgenidze &
I. Akobia, 1st Prize
Chess Comp. Day 2007

Win                        (4+5)

R7 D. Gurgenidze &
I. Akobia, 1st Prize
IRT 2004

Draw                       (5+4)

R8 Nikolai Ryabinin
1st Place, thematic part
Moscow Champ. 2007

Draw                       (8+8)

R5 1.Bf5+ Ke2 2.Rf2+ Kxd1 3.Bg4+ Sf3 4.Bxf3+ Ke1 5.Re2+ Kd1 6.Bg4 zz Qf8 
7.Sxf6/i Se5 8.Se4 Qf5 9.Rd2++Ke1 10.Rd1 mate. i) 7.Re8+? Kd2 8.Rxf8 Sxf8 

9.Sxf6 Ke3 draws. "A spectacular mate which crowns a maneuver with a re-
fusal of capturing the Queen and a Zugzwang. The final sacrifice of the 
Bishop, to place the Knight in the ideal position, is also remarkable". (Judge: 
Roberto Messa) 

R6 1.Qa1? Sd2 2.Qf6+ (Qh8+, Kg6;) Kh7. 1.Qh1 Sd2 2.g5+/i Kg7 3.Qb7+ 
Kg6/ii 4.Qc6+/iii Kf5/iv 5.Sc7 Bxg5+ 6.Kxg3 Bh4+ 7.Kxh4 f1Q 8.Qe6+ Kf4 
9.Sd5+ Kf3 10.Qg4+ Kf2 11.Qg3+Ke2 12.Sc3 mate. i) 2.Qc6+? Kg7 draw. 
2.Kxg3+? Kg7 3.Qb7+ Kf6 4.Qc6+ Ke7 draw. ii) Kf8 4.Qb8+ and Ke7 5.Qe5+ 

Kd7 6.Qxe3 f1Q 7.Qxd2+ Ke7 8.Qe3+ wins, or Kf7 5.Sc7 Bxg5+ 6.Kxg5 Se4+ 
7.Kh6 Ke7 8.Sd5+ wins. iii) 4.Qa6+? Kf5 5.Sc7 Ke4 draw. iv) Kh7 5.Qd7+ Kg6 
6.Qe6+ wins. "A struggle not short of subtlety, incorporating a bB sacrifice, 
accompanied by moves of all men of both sides, and topped up with a pure 

mate showing two active self-blocks." (Judge: Sergei Tkachenko) 
R7 1.Bb5/i Rxd6/ii 2.Sc8/iii Rd5 3.Sxa7/iv Sd6/v 4.Be2/vi Ra5/vii 5.Sb5 
(Sc6 Rc5+;) Sxb5 6.b4 Ra1+ 7.Kb2 Ra4 8.Kb3 Ra3+ 9.Kb2 Ra4 10.Kb3 posi-
tional draw. i) 1.Sc6? Sxd6 2.b4 Rc7 3.Bg2 Ke8 wins. ii) Rd8 (Rb7; d7) 

2.Sc6/viii Rxd6 3.Sxa7 Rb6 4.Bc4/ix Sd6 5.Bd5 Ra6 6.Sc6 draws. iii) 2.Sc6? 
a6  3.Ba4 Sc7.  iv) 3.Bxe8? Kxe8  4.Sxa7 Ra5  5.Sc6 Rc5+ wins.  v) Sc7  4.Bc4 
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One of the three lines from c2-x6, x6-e2 and x6-g2 is a queen line that is 
closed by a black piece (therefore there are English equihoppers, not French 
ones). So that black piece is the one that must block f1. The play is a bit 
repetitive, but as I think I just said – the geometry is impressive.  1.Ed7 a7 
2.Ef1 Ea6#, 1.Sde3 c7 2.Sf1 Ec6#, 1.KAa1 e7 2.KAf1 Ee6#, 1.Sfe3 g7 2.Sf1 

Eg6#. 
Commendation – (Chris Feather – F0694) Very nice dual avoidance that is 
specific for the combination of equihoppers and locusts: the bQ must leave 
alone the white locust that can capture the bP that has already been used as 
a hurdle by a white equihopper and therefore isn’t needed any more. The two 
mates are essentially the same, however.  1…Ece3 2.Qxc7! (Qxd6?) LOxd2-d1 
3.Qd6 LOxd6-d7#, 1…Eae3 2.Qxd6! (Qxc7?) LOxc4-c3 3.Qc7 LOxc7-c8#. 

w________w
[w4w$wdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdniwd]
[)w!whwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwgqHwd]
[dwhN0wdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Mario Parrinello
StrateGems 2007

hs#3 b) Qc3→c2  (5+4)
nN Nightriders 

Commendation
Vito Rallo 
StrateGems 2007

sh#10  Andernach   (4+5)
qGrasshopper 

Commendation – (Mario Parrinello – F0695) Simple 

and economic construction of two parallel black K batter-
ies, with unpin of the wN by wK moves. I would have 
liked to have in b) a try corresponding to a) 2.Ne1? which 
guards f3 but also g5, but the only alternative to 2.Nd3+ 

(to guard f4) is 2.Nd8, which would unfortunately work 
and which is the reason why the wR is there. A funny 
detail is that although the wR is used in both mates, part 
a) would actually work without it but with another last 

move (3.Qd4+).  a) 1.Ka2 Ng5 2.Nh4! (Ne1?) Ke4 3.Qe5+ 
Kxe5#, b) 1.Ka1 Ng4 2.Nd3+ Ke3 3.Qe2+ Kxe2#. 
 
Commendation – (Vito Rallo – F0698) A very interest-

ing Andernach idea. Black must transform Sf8 into a wG 
by capture, but this is not possible while the bK is still 
on d6 – and the bK cannot leave while there is a wS on 

f8. The solution to the riddle is to first transform Sf8 into 
another piece (a B), then move the bK, then transform f8 
again. The idea is accentuated by the long journey of the 
bB to do the intermediate transformation. If the idea had 

been doubled (in one line or in separate lines), the prob-
lem would have had a much higher place in the award. Is 
it possible? Solution: 1.Gc8 2.Se8 3.Ba5 4.Bd2 5.Bh6 
6.Bxf8(= wB) 7.Ke6 8.Gxf8(=wG) 9.Sd6 10.Sf7 Sc5#. 

 
Many thanks to Kjell for his thorough work. One of the 
best analytical awards I’ve seen. Thnak du veru mycket! 

Recent Tourney Winners  
by Mike Prcic 

 
 Comments and solutions are from the magazines which originally published the awards.
  

R1 The main idea: 1.Bxe4? (2.Bd3#) g2!; 1.Ke5! (Check-provocation) Re7+ 
2.Kf5 Rc7 3.Be3 (4.Rxd4#) dxe3 4.Ke5 Re7+ 5.Kf4 Rc7 and now back to the 

main idea 6.Bxe4 and 7.Bd3# 
R2 The try 1.Rd1? (2.Rd5#) is defeated by 1...d5!. Thus: 1.Bd4+! Kd6 2.Bc5+ 
Kxc5 3.e5 (4.Qc4#) Bxh4 4.0-0-0! (5.Rd5#) d5 5.exd6 e.p.! Rdxd6/Rgxd6 
6.Rxc6+/Rd5+ Rxc6/Rxd5 7.Rd5/Rxc6# ending with Plachutta. 
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P0245 (Soliman) 1.h4 a5 2.h5 a4 3.h6 a3 4.hxg7 axb2 5.gxh8B bxc1S 6.Bb2 Sxe2 7.Bc1 Sxg1 

8.Qh5 Rxa2 9.Qa5 f5 10.Sa3 f4 11.Rb1 f3 12.Rb5 fxg2 13.f4 gxf1S 14.Kf2 Sxd2 15.Kg3 Sb1.  
One of my favorite original proof games (A). It takes only seven moves for the wP to 
impersonate the Bishop. The diagram suggests difficult solving, but the smooth logic 
makes solving manageable (LB), Switchover by promoted bSs on first rank. Quite 
deceptive (CCF).  
P0246 (Prentos/Soliman) 1.Sf3 Sc6 2.Sd4 Se5 3.Sc6 dxc6 4.Sc3 Bg4 5.Se4 e6 6.Sg5 Bb4 

7.Sxf7 Bc3 8.bxc3 Qf6 9.Ba3 Rd8 10.Bf8 Se7 11.Bxg7 Rg8 12.Bh6 Rg5 13.Bf8 S5g6 14.Se5 
Rd4 15.Sf3 Ra5 16.Sf1 Sd5 17.Ba3 c5 18.Bc1.  Difficult to solve (RT), All well done with a 
good wB waiting move (CCF).  
P0247 (Soliman) 1.Sc3 Sf6 2.Sd5 Se4 3.Sf6 exf6 4.Sf3 Bd6 5.Sd4 Bg3 6.Sc6 dxc6 7.hxg3 Be6 

8.Rh6 Bb3 9.Rg6 hxg6 10.axb3 Rh5 11.Ra6 Rc5 12.Rb6 Rc3 13.dxc3 axb6 14.Bf4 Ra5 
15.Bd6 Rf5 16.Bf8 Rf3 17.exf3 Sd2 18.Ke2 Sb1 19.Qd2.  Sufficient as a PG 16.5 (RT), 
Attractive final position (CCF).  
P0248 (Lois/Osorio) 1.e4 h5 2.Qg4 hxg4 3.c4 Rh3 4.c5 Rc3 5.c6 dxc6 6.h4 Bf5 7.h5 e6 8.h6 
Bd6 9.h7 Bh2 10.h8Q g3 11.Qh5 Rxc1+ 12.Qd1 Rc4 13.Qb3 Bxe4 14.Qb6 axb6 15.a4 Ra5 

16.Sa3 Rh5 17.a5 Rh8 18.a6 Bh7 19.a7 f5 20.a8Q Kf7 21.Qa4 Kg6 22.Qd1 Ra4 23.Sc2 Ra8.  
A "PG of the Future", according to the definition presented by R. Osorio in the Retro 
Mailing List on November 2008 (double trick vs. double trick); this case is SI(R) vs. 
PR(Q) , i.e., double rook sibling (black) against double queen Pronkin (white) (A), 
Excellent problem, not easy to solve (LB), I have never seen a problem with three 
different wQs on d1 and also replacement of the bRs (RT), Switchover of bRs com-
bined with double promotions to wQ. Well done (CCF).  
P0249 (Baier) 1.d4 h5 2.Bf4 h4 3.Bg3 hxg3 4.Sd2 Rh4 5.Sb3 Rg4 6.h4 Sh6 7.h5 Sf5 
8.h6 a5 9.h7 a4 10.Rh6 axb3 11.Rc6 dxc6 12.h8R Qd5 13.Rh1 Qb5 14.d5 Raa4 
15.d6 Rad4 16.a4 Be6 17.a5 Bd5 18.a6 e6 19.d7+ Ke7 20.a7 Kd6 21.a8S Kc5 22.Sb6 
Bd6 23.Sc4 Be5 24.Sa3 Kb6 25.d8B Ka6 26.Bg5 f6 27.Bc1 Se3 28.Sb1+.  In addition 
to my article in “Die Schwalbe”, August 2008 and to my PG in SG44, I also found a 
setting of a RBS-Pronkin without non-thematic captures.  Furthermore there are only 
thematic White moves (including White home base-like position) (A), Good strategy 
(RL), Excellent! (BK), Three Phoenix promotions and return to their starting squares 
(CCF).  
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Rc5 5.b3 Ke7 6.Kb2 Kd7 7.Kc3 Ra5 8.Sb5, or Rc5+ 4.Kd2 Sd6 5.Be2 Ke7 6.b4 
draw. vi) Avoiding a trap: 4.Bf1? Ra5 5.Sb5 (Sc6 Ra1 +;) Sxb5 6.b4 Ra1+ 

wins. 4.Bc6? Rc5+/x 5.Kb1 Ra5 6.Sb5 Sxb5 7.b4 Ra4 8.Bxb5 Rxb4+ wins. vii) 
Ke8 5.b4 Re5 6.Kd2 Kd7 7.Bf3, or here Kd8 6.Sc6+ Kc7 7.Kc2 Rf5 8.Sd4 viii) 
But not 2.d7? Sd6 3.Sc6 Rxd7 4.Se5 Rc7+ 5.Bc6 Ke7 or here 3.Sg6+ Kf7 
4.Se5+ Kf6 5.Sg4+ Kf5, and 6.Se3+ Ke4 or 6.Sh6+ Kg6 and White loses a 

piece. ix) Also not 4.Bxe8? Kxe8 5.b4 (Sc8 Rc6+;) Rxb4 6.Kd2 Kd7 and wS is 
lost. x) But not Ra5? 5.Sb5 Sxb5 6.b4 Ra1+ 7.Kb2 draws. "This is an excel-
lent study with a fine point. White is the exchange down and a Pawn ahead, 
but the Pawn seems condemned. The clever key move forces Black to take 

this Pawn with his Rook, because 1...Rb7 is well answered by 2.d7! However 
the gain of the Pawn costs him his own Pawn. The unique move 4.Be2! avoids 
a trap. After 4...Ra5 the white Knight is lost. Although this seems a decisive 
advantage for Black, the ingenious Pawn move 6.b4 spoils everything. Also 

Black's hope for a skewer is in vain. In this study active play by white and 
black pieces and the mutual threats culminate in the gain of a piece and an 
attractive point: 6.b4, forcing the draw". (Judge: Ward Stoffelen) 
R8 1.Rg8+ Kxg8 2.Bf7+ (Qg5+? Kf8;) Qxf7 (Kxf7; Qxh7+) 3.Qd8+/i Kg7 

4.Qg5+ Qg6 5.Qxg6+ hxg6/ii 6.b7 c5+ 7.Kxc5 Rd3 8.e4 Rc3+ 9.Kb6 Rb3 
10.Ka5 (Kc5? d6+;) Ra3+ 11.Kb6 Ra4 12.b5 Rb4 13.Ka6 Bc4 14.b8Q Rxb8 
15.Qxb5 Bxb5+ 16.Kxb5/iii Kf6 17.Kc4 Kg5 18.Kd5(Kc5) Kg4 19.Kd6 Kxg3 
20.Kxd7 Kf4 21.Ke6 (Ke7? Ke5;) Kxe4 22.Kf6 draw. i) The thematic try is right 

here, and we'll not tuck it away in a safe deposit: 3.Qg5+? Qg7+ 4.Qxg7+ 
Kxg7 5.b7 c5+ 6.Kxc5 Rd3/iv 7.e4/v Rc3+ 8.Kb6 Rb3 9.Ka5 Ra3+ 10.Kb6 
Ra4 11.b5 Rb4 12.Kxa6 Bc4 13.b8Q Rxb5 14.Qxb5 15.Kxb5, when the P-
ending with bPh7 is lost for White: Kf6 16.Kc4 Kg5 17.Kd5 Kg4 18.Kd6 Kxg3 

19.Kxd7 Kf4 20.Ke6 Kxe4 21.Kf6 Kf4 22.Kg7 h5, winning. ii) The Pawn rather 
than the King should make the capture, because: 5...Kxg6 6.b7 c5+ 7.Kxc5 
Rd3 8.e4 Rc3+ 9.Kb6 Rb3 10.Ka5 Ra3+ 11.Kb6 Ra4 12.b5 Rb4 13.Kxa6 Bc4 
14.b8Q Rxb5 15.Qb6+, when White has everything under control. iii) Now 

with bPh6 White has a key to safety. iv) 6...Rc3+? 7.Kb6 Rb3 8.Ka5 Ra3+ 
9.Kb6 Ra4 10.b5 Rb4 11.Kxa6 Bc4 12.b8Q Rxb5 13.Qf4 draw. v) 7.Kb6 Rd5 
8.Kxa6 Bc4+ 9.Ka7 Rb5 wins. "An excellent logical study with long-distance 
look-ahead proclaiming yet another bright page in Nikolai Ryabinin's beauti-

ful and puzzling 'Forsight Saga'." (Judge: Andrei Visokosov) 

[Continued from page 205] 

R0152 (Weeth/Wenda) Main plan: 1.Ba2:Bb1(Bf1)?, Kc2:Qd1(Ke8)+ 2.Qh1:Qf3 

(Qd1)+,Qg3-f3+ 3.Rd1-d6; 1.Re1,Qd3# but Black parries with the forward defense...... 

2....,Qh3-f3+!; 1.Q:h5 (Qd8),Qh5#.  White compels the bB to occupy the square h3  in 

advance:  1.Bf1:Bg2 (Bf1)!,Bh3-g2+ 2.Ba2:Bb1(Bf1)!,Kc2:Qd1(Ke8)+ 3.Qh1:Qf3(Qd1)+ 
,Qg3-f3+ 4.Rd1-d6 & 1.Re1,Qd3# ...... 4.Sd3-c1? & 1.Se1,Qd3+ 2.Rd8!! (Type Calvet is nec-

essary to exclude ....2..Ba2:Bb1(Bf1), Kd1:Qc2(Ke8)+! 3.??) The reflex mate-stipulation in the 

forward play leading to new effects in this retro-species seems to be very promising.  The rare 
reflexmate stipulation in a retractor creates a vast number of surprising possibilities; 
therefore perhaps the large number of White units in the starting position. The problem 
is fascinating because of two features: First, logic formation and second, the small 
foreplan - not in itself (only one move), but because of  its motivation which is estab-
lished by a very hidden forward defense by Black. Forward defense in a retractor with 
reflexmate stipulation is a new invention (WD).  
P0244 (Soliman) 1.c4 d5 2.Qa4+ Sd7 3.Qc6 Sf6 4.a4 Se4 5.Ra3 Sc5 6.Rf3 Sa6 7.d3 Sb8 8.Bh6 
gxh6 9.g3 Bg7 10.Bh3 0-0 11.Rxf7 Sf6 12.Bxc8 Kh8 13.g4 Sg8.  Good problem with the 
Knights exchanging places (LB), Nice switchover of the bSs, but the White play is 
rather obvious (CCF), See a similar problem by Unto Heinonen published in “The 
Problemist” 1991. PG in 12.0. 1.c4 Sf6 2.Qa4 Se4 3.Qc6 Sd2: 4.e4 Sb3 5.Bh6 Sa6 
6.Sd2 Sb4 7.Rc1 Sd5 8.Rc3 Sf6 9.Rf3 Sg8 10.Rf6 Sc5 11.f4 Sa6 12.Sgf3 Sb8 (RT).  


