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Robin Matthews, His Chess Problems, and His Career 

by Bob Burger 
 
A scant twelve years after his birth in Edinburgh on June 16, 1927, Robert 

Charles Oliver Matthews ventured into a bookstore there to see what new 
chess books had arrived, and spied a used copy of Sam Loyd and His Chess 
Problems, the Alain White masterpiece. He was taken aback at the price of a 

half-crown, but was too embarrassed to back away after the clerk had begun 

wrapping it up. He searched his pockets and made one of those life-altering 
decisions that comes only once, maybe, to a future world-renowned econo-
mist and composer. 

Robin Matthews and Bob Burger, May, 2008, England

In that year of 1939, C.S. Kipping 
published his first problem -- a 

three-mover, of course. Other 
'juvenalia' followed, as he called 
them in his major work, Mostly 
Three-Movers. Then he was soon 

immersed in studies at Oxford, as 
well in competitive chess. In the 
post-war years he began his ca-
reer at that great university, one 

of the three oldest, the others 
being Paris and Bologna. He met 
and married his life-long compan-
ion, Joyce. And then he began 

perhaps the most impressive 
composing run of the twentieth 
century, 1949-1969.   

 At the height of this period, Michael Lipton proposed a book idea, Chess 
Problems: Introduction to an Art. Together with John Rice, they brought it off 

magnificently, Faber publishing it in 1963. Meanwhile, Robin spent a sab-
batical leave at the University of California. I received a call from him in the 
fall of 1961. With daughter Allison, the Matthews visited our family in Lafay-
ette. He showed me a three-mover that lacked simply a key. I happened to 

find one, and on this slim thread began our years of collaboration. 
     This graceful introduction opened my eyes, over the next few years, to a 
field I had been too timid to enter. He 'carried' me for a period of time, and 
only much later, at the end of his career, was I able to carry him. There was a 

somewhat dry period after 1969, when both of us had too much on our hands 
in the exigencies of life. Yet we still kept in touch. At one point, he asked me 
to help edit a long economics paper of his. The fax machine, somewhat of a 
dinosaur nowadays, earned its keep. 

W________w
[wdwdw1Bd]
[dwdp4ndw]
[w)wdwhR0]
[dRdpiwdP]
[pdwHwdwd]
[!wdPdwdw]
[wdNGKdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

A WCCT 1984-1988
Section B2, 1st Prize

#3                         (11+9)

 Robin was broadly successful in international compe-
tition. When he returned to composition in the 1980s, he 

began to score with compositions like this (See diagram 
A). Here there are set mates for 1...Sxh5 and 1...Sg5, 
namely, 2.Qd6+ and Rxd5+ respectively. (Don't ask, G.W. 
Chandler would say, why those black Knight moves?!) 

But after the subtle key, 1.Kf1!  With the threat of 2.Sf3+ 
occasioned by moving off a potential line of check, the 
solver sees the effect of the 'halfcheck' along the 'f' file. 
Not only is there a reciprocal change on the second 

move, but also on the third. 
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 Many years later, Robin was not entirely satisfied with this kind of virtual 
play -- so strong was his upbringing with Kipping. Yet, he said, that's the 

theme they asked for. When Robin took another sabbatical in the early 1980s 
at Stanford, this time from Cambridge, where he was now Master of Clare 
College, we began more intense joint work. We frequently got together in San 
Francisco or Berkeley, and actually moved the pieces on the board. 

     In his position at Clare College, Robin was professionally at his peak. He 
advised top-level British government officials, some of whom were his former 
students. As the leading economist at Cambridge, he was formally the "keeper 
of the Queen's silver," but more importantly his advice was respected. He was 

hardly afraid to take unpopular positions that his research corroborated. In 
one paper he showed that the Soviet economy was more productive than that 
of several capitalist economies. He disliked bureaucratic shenanigans. I recall 
standing at the top of the stairwell at the 'Master's Lodge' of Clare and listen-

ing to Joyce's parting advice to Robin as he headed off, four floors below, to 
another contentious meeting: "Now Robin," she said forcefully, "don't offend 
them!" 
     It goes without saying that Robin, with his and Joyce's generosity, opened 

up a world to me beyond chess. When Theresa and I visited them at Oxford, 
in 1969, he invited me to 'high table', complete with brandy and cigars -- per-
haps commonplace to his confreres in England, but known only in fiction to a 
Californian. But there was always a wry smile about these episodes: he ab-

horred pretension. Only when he led the Sunday morning services at Clare 
was there certainty that this son of a minister took his role at face value. 
When he made the required trips to foundations in the U.S., mainly to Pitts-
burgh and Boston, to gain their continued support, he undoubtedly pre-

sented a convincing case. 
     His authorial masterpiece certainly rivals the Loyd book that he consid-
ered the best problem treatise ever. The title, Mostly Three-Movers, is typically 

modest, but it is nothing less than a systematic presentation of themes, un-

der three divisions: tactics, mechanisms, and effects. For thoroughness, he 
has included more than 50 problems by other composers. Denis Blondel, 
Jean-Marc Loustau, and bernd ellinghoven have a place reserved for them in 
chess heaven for producing works such as this. 

W________w
[bdw$wdwd]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[wdwdBdPd]
[dwdpGPdw]
[w0pdkdP)]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dNdwgNdK]
w--------w

B The Problemist 1990
2nd Prize

#3                         (13+6)

And there were well over another ten years of superb work 
by him after the book's publication in 1993. Collaboration 

is something like an intense conversation in which a truth 
finally emerges; and it is that truth that  literally send 
chills through one. The last problem in the book, #225 
(See diagram B) was rightly considered by him to be our 

best joint effort (to that time!). This was the result of 
Robin's study of problems by Loshinski and Kuzovkov 
going back to 1973, of two reciprocal changes in a three-
mover. The mechanism involving the WBe5 moving in the 

try to b8 and in the solution to h8 would have pleased 
Loyd.  

The threat and the three variations begin with 2.Qa7, Qh6, Qg7, and Qc7 
following ~, ...Bg3, Bf2, and Bd2. These are all reversed cyclically from try to 

key.  
     The complexities of this kind of problem may be less exhilarating to the 
solver than to the composers. As Robin commented, when one has to take our 
paper and pencil to follow the composer's intention, something is lost. He was 

no less critical of the proliferation of names attached to themes -- which has 
reached a bewildering state in the two-mover and may well be the most dis-
couraging factor in bringing new talent into the field. Worse yet, the idea of 
some judges that it's their duty to excoriate rather than edify. 
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     In his last years, Robin had achieved his major goals, even to learning 
Russian so that he could do some translation of less well-known problem 

books. When I visited him at Cambridge after Joyce had died, his office was 
piled with unread economics journals. "They all want to do mathematics," he 
explained, "in the illusion of being scientific." We talked then and later about 
politics, for the most part. He was rightfully proud his granddaughter earning 

her Ph.D. at Harvard, and of his own place in the pantheon of Cambridge. 
And what never left him, as he approached the end, which came on June 19, 
2010, was that wry smile of recognition. 

StrateGems 2008 – Series-movers and Stalemates Award 
By  IGM Petko A. Petkov 

 

In 2008, there were 28 problems published. (There were no originals in 
SG42.) The general level of compositions was modest but acceptable, consid-
ering that this genre is near exhaustion. Composing a good series-mover 

using only orthodox material is a very difficult creative goal. In such cases the 
judge should be very attentive (the number of predecessors in every tourney 
is very big) but not effusive, exigent or critical of authors who still have the 
desire to work in this field, remembering the solvers’ predilections. 

 On the other hand, stalemates of the so-called “direct type” as n=, s=, r=, 
etc. (also without various fairy elements) are obviously not lovely stipulations 
of composers. Almost all known authors work in this area very seldom.  
 The advent of Pser brings new hope for series-movers.  

 Solvers cooked the following problems: C0240, C0242, C0253, C0255, 
C0257, C0260, Q0210 (duals) and Q0211. 
 C0250 was eliminated because this mechanism is well known. One of the 
best early examples: M. Kovacevic, MAT, 1977: 6rk/4K1pb/5Spq/6p1/ 

6p1/6p1/6r1/8,  ser.h#11 1.Rh2 2.g2 3.g3 4.g4 5.g5 6.g6 7.Kg7 8.Rh8 9.Bg8 
10.Qh7 11.Rh6 Se8#. C0254 was removed for the same reason. C0259 was 
also removed, since an AUW theme, with the same white and black material, 
was demonstrated by A. Atanasijevic (Delo Tovariš, 1970): 4k3/5S2/8/ 

1p4p1/6P1/8/1p3p2/3K4, ser.h#22: 1.f1S 2.Sh2 3.Sxg4 4.Se5 8.g1B 9.Be3 
10.Bc1 11.b1Q 12.Qb4 13.Qf8 17.b1R 18.Rb7 19.Bg5 20.Bd8 21.Re7 22.Sd7 
Sd6#.  
 In C0251, bRf4 is a static technical piece which can be replaced with bPf4 

+ a shift of wK to f3. C0252 has interesting content but it has too many 
pieces (23), many of them technical. C0241 has been done already with fewer 
pieces and better strategy. 

W________w
[wdwdKdw$]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdwdwHb]
w--------w

Prize
Robert J. Bales Jr.
StrateGems 2008

ser.h#9     2 sols.     (5+3)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwGwdp]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdRdw0]
[dwdBHNdk]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

1st Honorable Mention
Stephan Dietrich
StrateGems 2008

sh=7                        (7+5)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[GBdKdwdw]
[w)rdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[pHP)khw$]
[0wdrdw0w]
[qdw)bdPd]
[dQdw$wdw]
w--------w

Special Prize
Václav Kotěšovec
StrateGems 2008

ser.h=10             (12+10)

W________w
[B$wdRdwd]
[dwdwhwdB]
[pdndwdnd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[Rhwdkdr$]
[4wdwhbdw]
[wdndwdw0]
[dBIw$wdB]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention
Václav Kotěšovec
StrateGems 2008

ser.h=10              (10+13)

nNnN
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Prize - (Robert J. Bales Jr. - C0238)  -  A nice surpise. An ANI (a problem 

with two full anti-identical solutions). (Few ANIs are composed these days, 
and usually without interesting content.) In the first solution we have black 
Excelsior with R-promotion, Annihilation capture on g6-square and a self-
block: 5.c1R 7.Rxg6 9.Rh2 Rg8#. In the second solution we have Annihilation 

by Sg1 & Rf3, long march of the black King to c8-square, self-block 
on  b7 and surprising mate by the white K/R battery: 1.Kxg1 3.Kxf3 8.Kc8 
9.Bb7 Ke7#. 
Special Prize - (Václav Kotěšovec - C0263) Despite the fact that this idea is 

not new (for example, with four thematic pieces it is realized by Kotěšovec  i n  

Šachove umeni, 2007, 3rd HM), this is the first problem which demonstrates 

play with five pieces and without promoted pieces. It is an important step 

forward and sufficient reason for a special prize. This is also a logical problem 
which we seldom see in the genre. In the initial setting 1.Sxa2? does not work 
because d4-square is free. Black must prepare the Annihilation capture on 
b6-square. This is realized after unpins, self-pins, and switchbacks. 1.Qc2 

2.Re3 3.Bg4 4.Sd5 5.Rxb6 6.Rc6 7.Sf4 8.Be2 9.Rd3 10.Qa2 Sxa2=.  
1st Honorable Mention - (Stephan Dietrich - 0256) An interesting and 
difficult theme in s=n genre: the destruction of initial Black stalemate posi-
tion followed by the creation of White stalemate final. White has four ways to 

activate black Pawns after moves on g5 or g4. 1.Bg5! hxg5 2.Rxh4+ gxh4 
3.Be2 h6 4.Sg5+ hxg5 5.Bg4+ hxg4 6.Sd1 g3 7.Sf2 gxf2#.  
2nd Honorable Mention - (Václav Kotěšovec - C0262) This problem shows 
what we can expect from series-movers composition in the near future, when 

such hypercomplexes will be ‘officially’ accepted. At present, it is difficult to 
estimate the real value of this task (cyclic unpin of nine black pieces). Howe-
ver, this fine problem deserves recognition. 1.Rd3 2.S2d4 3.Sbd5 4.Sce5 
5.S7f5 6.Sgf4 7.Rg2 8.Be2 9.Sec2 10.Rb3 Rxb3=.   

W________w
[w4wdwiwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[0wdwdw4w]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdqdw]
[wdPdwdw)]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Honorable Mention
Steven Dowd
StrateGems 2008

ser.s#23                  (4+7)

W________w
[wdwdwdwI]
[dP)pdPdP]
[wiwhwdw)]
[dp4wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdr]
w--------w

Commendation
Zoltán Laborczi
StrateGems 2008

ser.s#12                  (6+8)

W________w
[wdnIwdwd]
[dwdpdwdb]
[whw0wdwd]
[0PiP4pdw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[4Pdwdw0w]
[wdpdwdw1]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Zoltán Laborczi
StrateGems 2008

ser.#60                 (5+14)

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdPd]
[4wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[4wdwdwdw]
[wdK)wdwd]
[1wdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Robert J. Bales Jr.
StrateGems 2008

ser.s#16                  (3+5)

3rd Honorable Mention - (Steven Dowd - C0245) The first part of the solu-

tion (up to 7th move) is obvious. After that, the white play seems unusual and 
not easy, ending with a beautiful model mate: 5.h8B 6.Bxc3 7.Bxa5 10.cxb6 
11.b7 12.Bd8 16.axb8Q 17.Qg3 18.b8R 19.Rb1 20.Bxg5 21.Bc1 22.Qg6 
23.Ba3+ Qxa3#. A “hard nut” for solvers! 

Commendation - (Zoltán Laborczi - C0243) The theme, AUW + n promo-
tions, is well known and done before. But here, there are some small but nice 
strategic details which deserves interest: Annihilation capture on h3-square 
and double pinning (white and black). 1.Kg8 2.h8R 4.Rg7 6.h8Q 7.Qxh3 

8.Qe6 9.f8Q 10.Qa8 11.b8B 12.c8S+ Rxc8#.  
Commendation - (Robert J. Bales Jr. - C0261) A nice problem with perfect 
construction, not easy to solve: 1.d3 4.Kf4 5.d4 9.d8S 11.Sxg7 12.Sf5 13.Kg5 
14.Kh6 15.Se7 16.g7+ Qxg7#.  
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Commendation – (Zoltán Laborczi – C0246) A well known classic theme: 

repeated long King’s maneuvers with captures of black pieces is combined 
with additional play by the white Bishop. A fresh but small plus in the 
content: 1-5.Bd3-xf5-xd7-xc8-e6 7.Kf6 8.Bf5 10.Kf4 11.Bxh7 12.Be4 14.Kd3 
15.Bg2 16.Kxc2 17.Kc1 18-20.Be4-b1-a2 22.Kxa1 24.Kc1 26.Bc2 28.Kxa3 

30.Kc3 31.Be4 34.Kf4 35.Bf5 37.Kf6 38.Be6 44.Kxa5 50.Kf6 51.Bf5 53.Kf4 
54.Be4 57.Kc3 59.Bc4 60.b4#.   

Strategems 2009 Threemovers Award 
by Bob Burger 

 
This was a productive year, with notable efforts in four general fields: top-level 

thematic works, rich miniatures, Loydian cameos, and more traditional but 
less focused compositions. It wasn't difficult to identify the prize-winners, 
which combine modern themes with adroit construction. The memorable 
miniatures inevitably suffer from that artificial stipulation of seven pieces -- 

yet I was happy to see two worthy of an anthology and one with eight pieces 
and minor-piece model mates.  Queen sacrifices and paradoxical key moves 
are always a pleasure to solve, though they are seldom the stuff of fully devel-
oped themes. The focus is on solvers: After all, without solvers there would be 

no such thing as paradoxes. 
     In the future it would be nice to hear from more commentators in the solu-
tions. Composers benefit along with judges! The editor has wisely varied the 
number of his selections from issue to issue: there were 67 in all, with a low 

point of 13 in the third quarter. (In the fourth-quarter issue, solutions for the 
second quarter were mislabeled as first quarter.) There were several anticipa-
tions, one misprint, but in general great clarity. 
     Viktor Melnichenko was the 2009 Judge. Sadly, he died early in the year. 

My knowledge of this wonderful man was very limited -- except for one notable 
conversation. In the late 1990s, when the former U.S. Problem Bulletin changed 
both name and direction, becoming StrateGems, I felt (wrongly, as it turned 

out) that the old magazine and its editors should continue on, despite chronic 
lateness. For a few years I sulked "in my tent" and stopped following the prob-
lem world altogether. Then one day, out of the blue, I received a phone call 
from Viktor, inquiring if I would judge the two-move section for the year 2000. 

It was a magic year, and a magic moment: I agreed to rejoin the world. Thus, 
after the passing of another decade, I have the opportunity now, in a way, to 
thank Viktor for his kindness, by resuming his judgment of the three-movers 
of 2009. 

    And the winners are: 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w$wdpdrd]
[4wdpiP)w]
[wdwHpdRd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[bdwdPdKd]
[1BdQdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Prize
Michael Keller
StrateGems 2009

#3 (10+8) 

w________w
[wdwdNIBd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[wdP!wdpd]
[0wdPdwdw]
[R1wdkdpd]
[hwdwdw)P]
[wdwdPdnH]
[dbGwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Prize
Leonid Makaronez
& Alexander Sygurov
StrateGems 2009

#3                          (13+8)

w________w
[wdwdwGwd]
[dq0wdPdB]
[wdpdwdw$]
[hrdkHNIp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[)w0wdwdw]
[w)PdRdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Prize
Januarta Simadhinata
StrateGems 2009

#3 (11+8)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dn!wdw0w]
[wIwdw)wd]
[dw)wHP0w]
[b0wiwhw$]
[dwdPdwdR]
[wdw)BdNd]
[1w4wdrdw]
w--------w

4th Prize
Arieh Grinblat
StrateGems 2009

#3*                     (12+10)

nnNN
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1st Prize - (Leonid Makaronez & Alexander Sygurov - M0805) There are few 
problems to my knowledge with the subtlety of the quiet Pawn threat after 

1.Qc5, whereupon black Knight moves to c4 and f4 interfere with the black 
Queen along the fourth rank, clearly separating white second moves and white 
mates on g4. These mates return as second moves on King flights. The concept 
is pure inspiration and the execution faultless. Solution: 1.Qc5! (2.d6 Sf4 

3.Sf6#), 1...Sc4 2.Re7+![A] (2.Sd6+? Sxd6!) Kf5 3.hxg4#[B], (2...Se5 3.Sd6#), 
1...Sf4 2.Sd6+![C] (2.Re7+? Se6+!) Ke5 3.Sxg4#[D]. The first thematic system: 
Anti-duals, bQ interference (A). 1...Kf5[a] 2.hxg4+[B] Ke5[b] 3.Re7#[A], 
(2...Qxg4 3.d6#), 1...Ke5[b] 2.Sxg4+[D] Kf5[a] 3.Sd6#[C],(2...Qxg4 3.d6#). 

2nd Prize - (Michael Keller - M0776) The best of a popular theme this year: 
reciprocal change. Here the changes occur after try and key, rather than set 
and key, allowing the composer to unify the strategy by the moves of a single 
piece. The white Knight, in closing black lines, makes itself vulnerable to cap-

ture at the same time. Solution: ) 1.Sb5? (2.Rxe4+ dxe4 3.Qd6#), 1...Ra4 
2.Qf1! ~/Rxg5 3.Qf4/Rxe6#, 1...Bxb1 2.Rxe6+ Rxe6 3.Qxd5#, 1...exf5!; 1.Sb3! 
(2.Rxe4+ dxe4 3.Qd6x), 1...Ra4 2.Rxe6+ Rxe6 3.Qxd5#, 1...Bxb1 2.Qf1! ~/Rxg5 
3.Qf4/Rxe6#. 

3rd  Prize - (Januarta Simadhinata - M0829) A hidden white half-pin along 
the fifth rank is cleverly exploited when the black Rook leaves the line or is 
blocked by 1...Pc5. Excellent, light construction considering the necessity of 
King flights at c4 and d4. Solution: 1.Se3+? Kd4 2.Sf3#?; 1.b4! (2.Se7+ Kd4 

3.Re4#), 1...Rxb4 2.Se3+ Kd4/Kxe5 3.Sf3/Bg7#, 1...c5 2.Sf3  ~/Sc4 
3.Se3/Se7#.   
4th Prize - (Arieh Grinblat - M0833) A reciprocal change from set to actual, 
after 1...Bc6 and 1...Rf3. The mechanism involving a flight and a simple white 

Rook move to f3 has paradoxical elements that deserve careful study. Solution: 
1...Bc6[a] 2.Sxc6+[A] Kd5 3.Se3#, 1...Rf3[b] 2.Sxf3+[B] Kd5 3.Se3#; 1.Re3! 
(2.Re4+ Kd5 3.Se3#), 1...Bc6[a] 2. Sf3+[B] Bxf3/Kd5 3.Qe5/Qxc6#, 1...Rf3[b] 
2.Sc6+[A] Bxc6/Kd5 3.Qe5/Bxd3#, 1...Kd5 2.Qf7+ Kd4/Se6 3.Re4/Qxe6#. 

w________w
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dkdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwHwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

1st-2nd Hon. Mention
Richard Becker
StrateGems 2009

#3 (4+2)

w________w
[wdwdKdwd]
[gw0pdwdw]
[Qdw)pdwH]
[dwdp$w0w]
[wdwGwird]
[dwdPHw0r]
[w$wdqdBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Honorable Mention
Leonid Lyubashevsky
& Leonid Makaronez
StrateGems 2009

#3                        (10+11)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[$wdwdw0w]
[wdwdKdw0]
[dwdwHwdk]
w--------w

1st-2nd Hon. Mention
Valery Ivanov
StrateGems 2009

#3 (3+3)

W________w
[bdnHw1Bd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[w4wdwdwd]
[dPdwiw)w]
[wGQdN$Ph]
[4wdpdpIw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Special Prize
Mike Prcic
StrateGems 2009 

#3                       (10+11)

Special Prize - (Mike Prcic - M0862) Generally speaking, a special prize is 
awarded when a composition falls outside the ordinary guidelines of a tour-

ney, yet has something noteworthy to offer. This is such a case. At first I did-
n't understand this one at all, solving from the published diagram. In making 
the award, I read the author's description of what he was doing, as follows: 
“... two thematic variations where the defensive moves by Black create two 
Delayed Novotnys”. I finally realized that this is something of a breakthrough 

in thematic content. Instead of the expected mechanism of Bishop and Rook 
interference, the three-move form allows an intermediary step that denies the 
mechanism. This idea is significant in that the same logic can now be applied 

to other mechanisms. Bravo!  
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Solution: 1.Bc3+?? and 1.Sc6+?? do not represent Novotny and are refuted by 
both Bishop and Rook captures. 1.Sf2! (2.Re4+ Bxe4 3.Qxe4#) with two the-

matic variations, both defences enabling Novotny: 1...f5 2.Sc6+!! Bxc6/Rxc6 
3.Qe6/Qd5#, 1...Sd6 2.Bc3+!! Bxc3/Rxc3 3.Sxd3/Qd4#. (1.Sc3? Bxc3!, 
1.Sf6? Rxf6!, 1.Sd2? Sd6!, 1.Bxf8? Ra7!) 
1st - 2nd Honorable Mention, ex aequo - (Richard Becker - M0817) A subtle 
key that hearkens back to Loyd, disdaining two obvious checking tries (the 

defeats of which appear as variations after the key), and a white King ap-
proach. Solution: 1.Qb7+? Ka4 2.Sc4 d5 3.Sc5#, 1...Ka5!, 1.Qd5+? Kb4(Ka4) 
2.Qc4+, 1...Ka6!, 1.Kc2? d5 2.Kb3 (threat) d4 3.Qa4#, 1...Kb4!; 1.Qc8! 
Kb4(Ka4) 2.Qc4+ (threat) Ka5/Ka3 3.Sb3/Qb3#, 1...d5 2.Qc5+ Ka4/Ka6 

3.Sb6/Qb6#. 
1st - 2nd Honorable Mention, ex aequo - (Valery Ivanov - M0844) An instant 
classic, if not anticipated. Black has but two moves, but these defeat the obvi-
ous tries by Rook and King. The Knight delivers, in two variations -- quite ex-

citing for six men. Solution: 1.Kf3? g2[a] 2.Sxg2, 1...Kg1![b], 1.Ra1? Kg1[b] 
2.Sd3+, 1...g2![a]; 1.Sd3!  Kg1 2.Ra1+[A] (threat) Kg2 3.Sf4#[B], 1...Kg2 
2.Sf4+[B] K~ 3.Ra1#[A], 1...g2 2.Sf2+. 
3rd Honorable Mention - (Leonid Lyubashevsky and Leonid Makaronez - 

M0832) Another beautifully executed white half-pin, along the e-file, with fine 
key, this time with reciprocal change which the black Queen differentiates in 
moving to d3 or f3. In a less competitive tourney, a sure prize-winner. Solu-
tion: 1.Qc4! (2.Bc3+ dxc4/Bd4 3.Re4/Qxd4#), 1...Qf3 2.Sxd5+[A] exd5/Qxd5 

3.Rf5[B]/Qc1#, 1...Qxd3 2.Rf5+[B] exf5/Qxf5 3.Sxd5[A]/Qf1#, 1...Qxe3 2.Rxe3 
~/Bxd4 3.Rf3/Qxd4#, 1...Qxg2 2.Sxg2+ Kf3 3.Re3#. 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[Bdw)w!wd]
[dwdqdwdw]
[w$wgkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdp)wdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w

5th Honorable Mention
Alexander Melnichuk,
Valentin Khupchenko
& Vitaly Shevchenko
StrateGems 2009 

#3* (6+5)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[IwdwdNdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[w0wiwdwd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[w)w)wdwd]
[dw$wdBdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Abdelaziz Onkoud 
StrateGems 2009

#3                           (7+4)

w________w
[wdwdwdwI]
[dNdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[w0wHwdwd]
[dPdwdwdb]
[wdBdwGwd]
[dQdwdwhw]
w--------w

Commendation
Mike Prcic
StrateGems 2009

#3 (7+5) 

w________w
[wdwdRdwd]
[Gwdwdp0w]
[pdN0pdwd]
[dPdkdBdw]
[rdwdwdrd]
[0w$w0wdb]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwdw!ndw]
w--------w

4th Honorable Mention
Valentin Rudenko
& Viktor Chepizhny
StrateGems 2009

#3                         (8+12)

4th Honorable Mention - (Valentin Rudenko and Viktor Chepizhny - 
M0830) The Wurzburg-Plachutta after black Rook critical moves along the 

fourth rank to c4 are cleverly exploited. But it's asking too much to have the 
white Queen check at d3, after 1...Rgc4, to result in mates that mirror those 
after 1...Rac4  2 Rd3+. Solution: 1.Qe2! (2.Rc5+ dxc5 3.Rd8#), 1...Rac4 
2.Rd3+ Rcd4/Rgd4 3.Qa2/Qf3#, 1...Rgc4 2.Qd3+ Rd4 3.Be4#, 1...exf5 2.Qa2+ 

Rac4/Rgc4 3.Sb4/Rd3#. 
5th Honorable Mention - (Alexander Melnichuk, Valentin Khupchenko, and 
Vitaly Shevchenko - M0774) An excellent waiting move key results in good 
changes as opposed to the more obvious try, 1.Bf1? This fine work suffers only 

from lack of a clear-cut theme. Solution: 1...Qc4 2.Bb7+ Qd5/Kd3 
3.Rxd4/Qf1#, 1.Bf1? (2.Bg2+ Kd3 3.Qf1#), 1...Qf5 2.Qxd4+ Kf3 3.Qe3#, 
1...Qe5!; 1.Be2! (zz), 1...Qc4 2.Bf3+ Kd3 3.Qf5#, 1...Qc5 2.d3+ Ke3/Kd5 
3.Qf3/Bf3#   
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Commendations, in order of appearance: 
 

Commendation - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - M0773) A delightful, Loydian sur-
prise, achieved with grace. Solution: 1.Rc3! (zz), 1...b3 2.Ba6 c5 3.Rd3#, 
1...bxc3 2.bxc3+ Kc5 3.d4#, 1...c5 2.Rd3+ Kc4 3.Sd6#.   
Commendation - (Mike Prcic - M0775) A cameo "delayed Bristol," achieved 

with minimal force. Solution: 1.Bh7? (2.Qe4#) - Bristol, but 1...f5! (1.Qa2? 
Ke5!, 1.Qe1? Bf5!, 1.Qxg1? Bc8!); 1.Bf5! Ke5 2.Qe4+ (threat) Kf6 3.Bh4#.  
Thematic variation: 1...Bg2 2.Bh7!! ~/Bh3 3.Qf5/Qe4#.   

w________w
[wdwdw4wd]
[dwdBGwdw]
[ndwdwdwg]
[dwdk)wdw]
[p0w0w0wd]
[dPdNdRHw]
[PdPdP)wd]
[dwdQdwdK]
w--------w

Commendation
Eugene Fomichev
StrateGems 2009

#3 (13+8) 

w________w
[wdwdwdw4]
[Hw0w0Bdb]
[wdwgpdwd]
[$w0k)w)w]
[wdwdw!wd]
[4P0wdpdw]
[pdwdP)wd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Leonid Makaronez
StrateGems 2009

#3                       (10+12)

w________w
[wdwdwHwd]
[dwdwdpIw]
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdw] 
[BdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Vladimir Kozhakin 
StrateGems 2009

#3 (5+2)

w________w
[wdNdwdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[ndP0wdpd]
[!wdwdPIw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dw$P4wdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdbdwGw]
w--------w

Commendation
Pavel Neistadt 
StrateGems 2009

#3 (9+7)

Commendation - (Eugene Fomichev - M0777) En passant play that's accu-
rate but unfortunately a theme that hits one between the eyes. Solution: 

1.c4+? bxc3! e.p., 1.e4+? fxe3! e.p.; 1.Bd6! (2.Sxb4+! Sxb4 3.c4#), 1…Rc8(b8) 
2.Sxf4+! Bxf4 3.e4#, 1…axb3 2.c4+! Kxc4/bxc3 e.p. 3.Qxb3#; 2...dxc3 e.p. 
3.Sb2#, 1…fxg3 2.e4+! Kxe4/dxe3 e.p. 3.Bc6/Sc5#.   
Commendation - (Leonid Makaronez - M0779) Fine changes, but with some 

variations set rather than introduced. Solution: 1.Qg4! (2.Bxe6+ Kxe5 3.Sc6#), 
1...Kxe5 2.e3 ~/Bf5 3.Qxe6/Qd4#, 1...Bxe5 2.Qc4+ Kd6 3.Qxe6#, 1...Be4 
2.Qxe6+ Kd4 3.Sb5#, 1...Bf5 2.Qc4+ Kxe5 3.Sc6#, 1...Bg8 2.Qxf3+ K~ 3.Sc6#.   
Commendation - (Vladimir Kozhakin - M0794) Another startling miniature, 

with a try by the Bishop at e6 (unfortunately easily answered) and the key by 
the Knight. Solution: 1.Be6? f5 2.Bxf5, 1...fxe6!, 1.Bg5+? Kh3!; 1.Se6! f5 
2.Bg5+[A] (threat) K~ 3.Sf4#[B], 1...f6 2.Sf4[B] f5 Bg5#[A], 1...fxe6 2.Bxe6 Kh5 
3.Rh2#, 1...K~ 2.Sf4+. 

Commendation - (Pavel Neistadt - M0800) A striking idea: the white Knight 
must guard two squares in the King's field to account for both black Pawn 
promotions. Solution: ) 1.Sxd6? c1Q!, 1.Se7? c1S!; 1.Sb6! (2.c8Q 3.Qh8#), 
1...Sxc7 2.Qb4+ Ke5 3.Qf4#, 1...Be2 2.Rc4+ Kxd3 3.Qd5/Qc3#, 1...c1Q 2.c8Q 

Qxc3 3.Qd5#, 1...c1S 2.c8Q Sxd3 3.Rc4#.   

w________w
[wdwIwdwH]
[dwGwdwdp]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dw)wdPdw]
[QdwHwdkd]
[dwdbdwdR]
[wdr0wdBd]
[dwdq$rdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Mahir Mammadov
& Alexander Melnichuk 
StrateGems 2009

#3* (10+8)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwHw]
[wdndphwd] 
[dw0Piwdw]
[wdRdb0Pd]
[dw)Q)Pdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[gwdwdwIw]
w--------w

Commendation
Vasily Malyuk
StrateGems 2009

#3                         (10+8)

w________w
[wdwdrdwd]
[)wGNdndB]
[Rdwdw)wd]
[Iwdk0pdP]
[R)wdwdP!]
[dwdP0Pdb]
[wdwdNdrg]
[dwdndwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Evgeni Bourd
& Arieh Grinblat
StrateGems 2009

#3                        (15+10)

w________w
[wdwdwdb4]
[dwdpdwdw]
[w$wdwIB0]
[dPGpdR)w]
[Q0wdk)wd]
[dP0w0w0w]
[nHwdwdPd]
[gwdwdndw]
w--------w

Commendation
Pavel Neistadt 
StrateGems 2009

#3                        (12+13)
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Commendation - (Mahir Mammadov and Alexander Melnichuk - M0801) A 
complex change of mates, involving the "King in line" guard of square h4 in the 

King field, thus necessitating the battery variation Sf3+. After the change of 
battery, the try play is gone. Solution: 1...Bxf5 2.Sf3+ Be4/Rc4 3.Qxe4/Rh4#, 
1...Rxf5 2.Sf3+ Rf4/Bc4 3.Qxf4/Rh4#, 1.Sf3+?[A] Bc4 2.Rh4+[B] Kxf5 3.Rf4#, 
1...Rc4!, 1.Rh4+?[B] Kxh4 2.Sf3+[A] Kh5 3.Qh4#, 1...Kg5!; 1.Qd7! (2.Qg7#), 

1...Bxf5 2.Re4+ Rf4/Kg5 3.Qxf5/Qe7#, 1...Rxf5 2.Re8  ~/Bc4/Kg5 
3.Rg8/Qxf5/Qg7#.   
Commendation - (Vasily Malyuk - M0802) One has to admire this cameo 
performance, with the Queen sac after 1...exd5 -- a solver's delight. Solution: 

1.g5! (2.Rxe4+ Sxe4 3.Qxe4#), 1...Bxd3 2.exf4+ Kxd5 3.Rxc5#, 1...Sd4 2.exd4+ 
cxd4 3.Qxd4#, 1...exd5 2.Qxd5+! Bxd5/Kxd5/Sxd5 3.exf4/Rxc5/Rxe4#.   
Commendation (Evgeni Bourd and Arieh Grinblat - M0806) The Rudenko 
paradox, in which a Grimshaw of sorts, with captures at g4, allows white 

moves that are anti-Grimshaw, but requires a lot of force for the effect. Solu-
tion: 1.b5! (2.Sb6+ Kc5/Ke6 3.Rc4/Bxf5#), 1...Rxg4 2.Rc4! ~3.Rc5#, 2...Rxc4 
3.Qxc4&dxc4# (minor dual), 1...Bxg4 2.Bxf5! ~ /Bxf5 3.Be4/Qc4#, (1...Re6 
2.a8Q+) 

Commendation - (Pavel Neistadt - M0807) Another complex offering of stra-
tegic battery play, opened with a subtle key -- which I prefer, despite loss of 
economy, to version B. Solution: 1.Qa7! (2.Rxd5+ Kxd5/Kxf4 3.Rd6/Rd4#), 
1...Sd2 2.Bxe3!  ~/Kxe3 3.Re5/Re6#, 1...e2 2.Sd3!  ~/Kxd3 3.Re5/Rxd5#.   

w________w
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdNdw]
[wdwdwdkG]
[dwHwdwdw]
[wdwdPdw0]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Herb Holden 
StrateGems 2009

#3                           (5+3)

w________w
[wdw!wdwd]
[Ib0w4wGw]
[wdwdw$nd]
[dp4wiwdw]
[wHwdp0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Vasily Malyuk 
StrateGems 2009

#3                           (5+9)

w________w
[bdwdwdwd]
[Iwdw0wdw]
[wdpdQdpd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[Pdwiwdpd]
[)pdwHw)w]
[w)wdP)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Mikhail Matreni &
Alexander Melnichuk 
StrateGems 2009

#3* (9+8)

w________w
[bdwdwIwd]
[dw0Ndwdw]
[wdpdRdwd]
[dwdndpdw]
[NGPiw)Rd]
[dPdn0rdw]
[wdw)P)wd]
[1wdwdwgB]
w--------w

Commendation
Valery Kopyl
StrateGems 2009

#3                       (13+11)

Commendation - (Herb Holden - M0823) A near miniature, with three model 
mates. Solution: 1.Sd3! (2.Sf4+ Kf6 3.Bg5#), 1...Kf6 2.Bg5+ Ke6/Kg6 

3.Sc5/Sf4#, 1...Kh5 2.Sf4+ Kg4 3.Se5#. 
Commendation - (Vasily Malyuk - M0825) A traditional problem in the best 
sense of the word, in a crisp, economical setting. Solution: 1.Qd1! (2.Qa1+ Rc3 
3.Qxc3#), 1...Rd7 2.Rf7+! Ke6 3.Qxd7#, 1...Re6 2.Rf5+! Kxf5 3.Qh5#, 1...Rc3 

2.Rc6+! Rxg7 3.Qd5#, 1...e3 2.Qd4+! Kxd4 3.Rxf4#. 
Commendation - (Mikhail Matrenin and Alexander Melnichuk - M0827) 
The four self-blocks by a single Pawn, counting changes, are beautifully han-
dled by minimum white force and startling key. Solution: 1...g5 2.Kb6 ~ 

3.Sf5#, 1...c5 2.Kxa8 ~ 3.Qd5#, 1.Sxg4? (2.Qe5+ Kc4 3.Se3#), 1...hxg4!; 1.Sd5! 
g5 2.Sb6 (threat) ~/Kc5 3.Qe3/Qe5#, 1...c5 2.Sf4 ~/c4/Bd5 3.e3/Qe3/Qxd5#, 
1...cxd5 2.Qe3+ Kc4 3.Qc3#. 
Commendation - (Valery Kopyl - M0834) Despite the heavy setting, the 

Schiffmann defenses on f4 stand out. Solution: 1.Sac5! (2.Re4+ fxe4 3.Se6#), 
1...S5xe4 2.Rxe3! ~/fxg4/Rxe3/Sxc5 3.Se6/ Re4/dxe3/Bxc5#, 1...S3xf4 
2.Re5!  ~ 3.Se6#, 1...Rxf4 2.Rf6!   
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w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdQd]
[dwdN0wdw]
[rdwdRdwd]
[dkdwdKdw]
w--------w

Comm., Alexander Melnichuk 
& Vladimir Kozhakin
StrateGems 2009

#3*                          (4+4)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[pHw0pdwd]
[ip0pGwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIQdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Gennady Zgerski 
StrateGems 2009

#3                           (6+7)

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdp0wdBd]
[dPdkdwdw]
[NdpdRGwd]
[)wgw)wdw]
[bdwdPdwd]
[dwdndwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Abdelaziz Onkoud 
StrateGems 2009

#3                           (9+7)

Commendation - (Alexander Melnichuk and Vladimir Kozhakin - M0850) 
It's all in the Queen threat at a1 -- revisiting the 19th century! Solution: 

1...Rxe2 2.Qxe2; 1.Qd4! (2.Qa1+! Rxa1/Kxa1 3.Rb2/ Re1#), 1...Rxe2 2.Kxe2 ~ 
3.Qb2#, 1...Rc2 2.Re1+ Ka2/Rc1 3.Qa4/Qb2#, 1...Rd2 2.Re1+ Kc2/Ka2/ Rd1 
3.Qc4/Qa4/Qb2#.   
Commendation - (Gennady Zgerski - M0855) And here the Queen sac comes 

on the key! Solution: 1.Qc4! (2.b4+ cxb4 3.Qa2#), 1...bxc4 2.Sxc4+[A] dxc4 
3.Bc3#[B], 1...dxc4 2.Bc3+[B] b4 3.Sxc4#[A] 
Commendation - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - M0856) A traditional, elegant con-
struction worthy of a master. Solution: 1.Bf5! (2.Rd4+ Bxd4 3.e4#), 1...Sf2 

2.Be6+ Kxe4 3.Sxc3#, 1...Sxe3 2.Sxc3+ Kc5 3.Bxe3#, 1...Bb1 2.Sb6+ Kc5 
3.Rxc4#, 1...cxb5 2.Kxb5 ~/Ba5 3.Sb6/Rd4#.   
 The large number of commendations reflects my opinion that the year 
2009 produced threemovers of general excellence across the board. Those 

compositions deserve a second look. If I have underrated some of the rest, be 
assured it was not for lack of love of the genre or love of eagerness to encour-
age further fine work in the field.  

nnnn

StrateGems 2009 Moremovers Award 
by Zlatko Mihajloski, International FIDE Judge 

 
It was a pleasure to judge this tourney. Thank you for your confidence in me. 

 The following problems participated: M0781, M0782, M0783, M0784, 
M0785, M0786, M0787, M0788, M0789, M0808, M0809, M0810, M0811, 
M0812, M0813, M0814, M0815, M0816, M0835, M0836, M0837, M0838, 
M0839, M0840, M0841, M0842, M0843, M0863, M0864, M0865, M0866, 
M0867, M0868, M0869, M0870 and M0871. 
 The tourney was of good quality. My judgment is as follows: 

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤»¤m1W¤£¥
¢£¤£º»¼£¤¥
¢º»¤2¤¹¼Y¥
¢W¤£¤»¤©¤¥
¢¤©¤£¼£¼«¥
¢£¤£¤¹¤I¤¥
¢¤£¤Yn«¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

1st Prize
Mikhail Marandyuk
StrateGems 2009

#5                       (11+14)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£1£¤£¤¥
¢¤»¤£nG¤£¥
¢£¼£¤£¤£X¥
¢p¹¤»¼m¤£¥
¢£¤£3£¼¹¤¥
¢¤W¤¹¤£¤£¥
¢£¤£º£º£¤¥
¢¤£¤«Z£¤o¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

2nd Prize
Arieh Grinblat 
& Evgeny Bourd
StrateGems 2009

#4                       (11+10)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤o¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤»¤£¤£1£¥
¢£¬£¤2¤m¤¥
¢¤£¤£º£¼£¥
¢£n£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤©¤«¥
¢£¤£X£¤£¤¥
¢¤£p£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

3rd Prize
Valery Kirillov 
& Grigory Popov
StrateGems 2009

#9                           (6+7)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£J£¤£n£¤¥
¢¤¹p£¤£H£¥
¢W¤£Z¹¤»¤¥
¢¤£¤2¤£º£¥
¢£¤£ª£¤£¬¥
¢¼£¤0¤»¤£¥
¢£¤£¤m¤£¤¥
¢¤«¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

4th Prize
Leonid Lyubashevsky 
& Mikhail Satanovsky
StrateGems 2009

#5                            (9+9)
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1st Prize - (Mikhail Marandyuk - M0839) An excellent problem with great 
cooperation and harmonious play by the white pieces. In addition, the cycle of 

2nd and 4th white move in the try and play makes this the best problem of the 
tourney. Solution: 1.Rb4! (2.Rxb5+ Kc4 3.Rb4+ Kd5 4.Bxe6+ Kc6 5.Rb6#), 
1...Qxe2 2.Bxe6+ Kc6 3.Bd7+ Kd5 4.Sxf6+ Ke5 5.Rxe4#, 1...Sf4 2.Sxf6+ Ke5 
3.Sg4+ Kd5 4.Rxb5+ Kc4 5.Se5#. 

2nd Prize - (Arieh Grinblat & Evgeny Bourd - M0836) Excellent strategic 
play by both sides. White sacrifices his Queen exploiting Grimshaw on e4-
square, and activating his R/B and B/R batteries. A helpmate-like harmony! 
The dual 4.Qc5/Bc5#, in the threat, is unfortunate. Solution: 1.Qe6! (2.Rb4+ 

Bxb4 3.Qxb6+ Bc5 4.Q(B)xc5#), 1...Re4 2.Qxd5+ Kxd5 3.Rd6+ Kc5 4.Rd7#, 
1...Be4 2.Qxe5+ Kxe5 3.Bf6+ Kd6 4.Bd4#. 
3rd Prize - (Valery Kirillov & Grigory Popov - M0842) A logical problem in 
which the main plan, 1.Sxg5+ Kxe5 2.Bd6#?, fails to the 1...Sxg5! After some 

lengthy maneuvering (seven moves), White arrives at the initial setting, but 
with bSf2. Good economy. Solution: 1.Rd6+! Ke7 2.Rd4+ Ke6 3.Bh5 Sf2 
4.Bf7+ Kf5 5.Bg6+ Ke6 6.Rd6+ Ke7 7.Rd2+ Ke6 8.Sxg5+ Kxe5 9.Bd6#   
4th Prize - (Leonid Lyubashevsky & Mikhail Satanovsky - M0868) A check-

provocation key forces the black King to c5- and e6-squares, both times pin-
ning its Rook. White takes advantage of the pin by playing to d4-square with 
its Queen and Knight. Nice idea with a good key. Solution: 1.Sc6! (2.Qe5#), 
1...Kc5+ 2.Qd4+ Kb5 3.Ke4+ fxe2 4.Qa4+ Kc5 5.Qb4#, 1...Kxe6+ 2.Sd4+ Kd5 

3.Qf7+ Ke5 4.Bxd6+ Bxd6 5.Sc6#, 1...Rxc6 2.Qd4+ Kxe6 3.Qf6+ Kd5 4.Qxc6+ 
Ke5 5.Qe4#, 1...Bb6 2.Rxb6 Rxc6 3.Rb5+ Rc5 4.Rxc5+ Kxe6 5.Qe7#.   

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£pI¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤»¤£¤£¥
¢»¤»¤¹¤£¤¥
¢n2º»Z«¤£¥
¢»º£¤¹¤£¤¥
¢º£H¹¼£ª»¥
¢£¤£º£¤W1¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

4th Honorable Mention
Oto Mihalco
StrateGems 2009

#6*                      (12+12)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢W¤G¤£¤£¤¥
¢1»¤£¤£¤£¥
¢»¤£¼£¼Yº¥
¢¤»¤2¼£º£¥
¢W¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤¹¤£¤»¤«¥
¢£º¹¤¹¼£¤¥
¢¤£¤£Z£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

2nd Honorable Mention
Leonid Makaronez & 
Leonid Lyubashevsky
StrateGems 2009

#4                       (10+12)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤«¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤©¼»¥
¢£º¹¤£¼¹¤¥
¢¤»¤©¤2¤£¥
¢£¤£¼£¤»¤¥
¢¤£º»¤£H£¥
¢£¤£º£1¹¤¥
¢¤o¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

1st Honorable Mention
Ramutis Juozenas
StrateGems 2009

#4                        (10+10)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤oZ£¤£Z¥
¢¤»¤£¤»¼£¥
¢«X£¤¹¤£¬¥
¢¼£¤»3£¤£¥
¢£¤£ª»¤£¼¥
¢¤¹¤£¤£¤»¥
¢£¤£¤£X£º¥
¢H£ª0¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

3rd Honorable Mention
Leonid Makaronez & 
Leonid Lyubashevsky
StrateGems 2009

#4                          (9+14)

1st Honorable Mention - (Ramutis Juozenas - M0865) An excellent key, 
after which an active white Queen, helped by its Knights, weaves a mating 

net for the black King. Solution: 1.Qh2! (2.Qh5+ Ke6 3.Sc7+ Ke7 4.Qc5#), 
1...Kxg6 2.Qh5+ Kxh5 3.Sf4+ Kh4 4.g3#, 1...Ke4 2.Qf4+ Kxd5 3.Qxd4+ Kxc6 
4.Sd8#, 1...Ke6 2.Qd6+ Kf5 3.Qd7+ Kxg6/Ke4 4.Sf4/Qe6#, 1...hxg6 2.Qf4+ 
Ke6 3.Sd8+ Kxd5 4.Qxd4#, 1...g3+ 2.Qxg3 (3.Sc7 ~ 4.Sd6#) 2...Ke6 3.Sc7+ 

Ke7 4.Qd6#; 2...Sh6 3.Se7+ Ke6 4.Qd6#, 2...hxg6 3.Qh3+.  
2nd Honorable Mention (Leonid Makaronez-Leonid Lyubashevsky - 
M0837) White Rooks are the main protagonist helped by their Queen, which 
harasses the opposing Monarch across the whole board. Solution: 1.c3! 

(2.Rd4+ exd4 3.Qf5+ Kc6 4.Rc8#), 1...Rxe2 2.c4+ Kd4 3.cxb5+ Kd3/Kd5 
4.Qc3/Qc4#, 1...Rxg5 2.Qxb7+ Ke6 3.Re8+ Kf5 4.Qe4#, 1...Rg8 2.Qxb7+ Ke6 
3.Re8+ Kf5 4.Qe4#, 1...Rg8 2.Qxg8+ Kc6 3.Rc8+ Kd7 4.Qe8#, 1...Rg7 2.hxg7 
Sxg5 3.g8Q+.   

3rd Honorable Mention - (Leonid Makaronez-Leonid Lyubashevsky - 
M0866) Similar to the previous problem, with active white Queen and the use 
of batteries, but the setting is a bit heavier.  Solution: 1.Qc3! (2.Qe3 f5 3.Sf3+  
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Kf6 4.Qg5#), 1...f5 2.Sf3+ Kf4 3.Qd2+ e3/Kg4 4.Qd4/Qg5#, 1...Rd6 2.Sc6+ 
Kxe6 3.Qe5+ Kd7 4.Qe7#, 1...Sb4 2.Sde2+ d4 3.Qc7+ Kd5 4.Sf4#, 1...g6 

2.Sf3+ Kf5 3.Qe5+ Kg4 4.Qg5#; 2...Kf4 3.Qf6+ Ke3 4.Re2#, 1...Bxe6 2.Sce2 
Rc8 3.Rf5+ ~ 4.Sf3#. 
4th Honorable Mention (Oto Mihalko - M0786) A problem with rich content. 
However, the play of black pieces is poor despite the masked black battery 

and checks to the white King.  Solution: Set: 1...Bd6 2.d4 dxe4 3.d3 Rxc5 
4.bxc5 Bxg3+ 5.Rxg3 ~ 6.Qb4#, 1...Sd6 2.Se2 Rxe4 3.Qd4 S~+ 4.Rg3 Bxg3+ 
5.Kh1 ~ 6.Sc3#; 1.d4! dxe4 2.d3 d5 3.Rc2 Qxe6 4.Se2! ~ 5.Qc4+ dxc4 6.Sc3#; 
3...Sd6 4.cxd6 c5 5.Qxc5+ Qxc5 6.Rxc5#, 1...Sd6 2.Qd3+ Sc4 3.Se2 Rf5+ 4.e5 

Bxe5+ 5.dxe5 ~ 6.Sc3#; 3...Rg5+  4.Rg3 Bxg3+ 5.Kh1 ~ 6.Sc3#.   

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢1»¤£¤£¼£¥
¢£º£¤£¤¹¤¥
¢¤£3£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤©¤£¤£¤¥
¢¼G¤£¤£¤£¥
¢¹¤£¤©¤£º¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

3rd Commendation
Richard Becker
StrateGems 2009

#4                            (8+4)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢«¤£¤£¤Y¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤W¤£¥
¢£¤£3£¤»ª¥
¢¤£¤¹¤£¤£¥
¢£º»º£ª£¤¥
¢¤£º»¤£¤£¥
¢£Z£¤»¤0n¥
¢¤£¤£X£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

5th Honorable Mention
Mike Prcic
StrateGems 2009

#4                          (10+8)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£p¥
¢¼£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤0¤»¤£¤¥
¢3£¼W¼£¤£¥
¢£¤£¤W¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£º£¤»¤£¤¥
¢¤£Z£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

1st Commendation
Eugene Fomichev
StrateGems 2009

#9                           (4+8)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£3¥
¢¤»¤»¤£p¹¥
¢£¼£¤£¼0¤¥
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¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£ª£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

2nd Commendation
Marcel Doré
StrateGems 2009

#10                           (5+6)

5th Honorable Mention - (Mike Prcic - M0811) Well utilized Sears battery 
with dual avoidance due to pinning of the white Knights by the black Rooks. 

Excellent use of white and black pieces. Solution: ) 1.b5! (2.Sh5+ Kxd5 3.Sf6+ 
Ke6 4.d5#) not 2.Sxe2+? Kxd5 3.Sf4+?? (pinned Knight!) not 2.Sxg6+? Kxd5 
3.Sf4+?? (pinned Knight!), 1...Rxb5 2.Sxe2+! Kxd5 3.Sf4+ Kd6/Kc6 4.Re6#, 
1...Rd8 2.Sxg6+! Kxd5 3.Sf4+ Kd6 4.Sf5#; 3...Ke4 4.Re7#, (1...Sb6/Sc7 

2.Se6+ Kxd5 3.S(x)c7+ Ke4 4.Re7#, 1...Re8 2.Sh5+ Re5 3.Sf6 ~ 4.Bxe5#). 
1st Commendation - (Eugene Fomichev - M0841) Delayed Excelsior with a 
minor promotion.  Solution: 1.b3! Ra1 2.Rxc5+ Ka6 3.b4 e1Q 4.Rxe1 Ra4 
5.Re4 Ra1 6.b5+ Ka5 7.b6+ Ka6 8.b7 ~ 9.b8S#.   

2nd Commendation - (Marcel Doré - M0871) A good maneuver by the white 
Knight. Solution: 1.Se4! Bf8 2.Sxf6 d6 3.Sd7 Bg7 4.Sxb6 Bc3 5.Sc4 Bb4 
6.Se3 Bd2 7.Sf5 Bf4 8.b6 zz B~ 9.Sxd6 or Sh6 ~ 10.Sf7#; 4...Be5 5.Sc4 Bf4 
6.Sa5 Bg5 7.Sxb7 Be7 8.b6 zz B~ 9.Sxd6 or Sd8 ~ 10.Sf7#. 

3rd Commendation - (Richard Becker - M0781) Nice geometric play by the 
white pieces. Solution: 1.Sf4! Kd4 2.Sd6 Ke5 3.Qc3+ Kxd6/Kxf4 4.Qc7/Qg3#, 
1...Kc6 2.Se6 Kd5 3.Qf3+ Kxe6/Kxc4 4.Qf7/Qb3#; 2...Kd7 3.Qf3 Kc8/Ke7 
4.Qxb7/Qf7#. 
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¢£¤£X£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
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5th Commendation
Godehard Murkish
& Edwin D. Grivans†
StrateGems 2009

#7                          (10+7)
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4th Commendation
Abdelaziz Onkoud
StrateGems 2009

#5                           (5+3)

4th Commendation - (Abdelaziz 
Onkoud - M0813) Effective moves 

by the white Rook. Solution: 1.Rb7! 
Ka4 2.Sb6+ Kb4 3.Rb8 a5 4.Ra8 a4 
5.Sd5#; 3...Ka5 4.Kb3 b4 5.Sc4#.   
5th Commendation - (Godehard 

Murkish Edwin D. Grivans† - 
M0787) Good play but seen before. 
Solution: 1.Bh7! h3 2.Rd3 Kb1 
3.Rd6+ Ka1 4.Rg6 Kb1 5.Rxg3+ Ka1 

6.Kxh2 g1Q+ 7.Rxg1#.   
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FIDE ALBUM 2007–2009 

 
Composers are invited to submit their highest-quality compositions for selec-
tion to this Album. Entry is open to compositions published during the years 

2007–2009. Note that in the case of formal tourneys the date of publication, 
not the closing date for entries, is decisive. 
 Five (5) copies of each entry are required. They must be clearly stamped or 
printed on diagrams on paper of A5 size and normal thickness, one entry per 

sheet, with the composer’s full name and address, the place and year of origi-
nal publication, the award (if any), and the full solution on the same side as 
the diagram. If necessary, the solution may be continued on a second sheet – 
not on the back of the diagram – with the composer’s name and the position 

of the Kings repeated. Entries not complying with these requirements may be 
rejected. 
 Entries should be sent by post (not by email) to the Section Directors as 
listed below, postmarked no later than March 1st, 2011. 

The PCCC makes the following recommendations: 
(1) Composers are asked to number their entries in each section in order of 
preference, starting with the one that the composer considers best. This will 
ease the work of the judges and may also benefit the composer. 

(2) Anyone entering compositions by another composer should, where possi-
ble, obtain the agreement of that composer beforehand. 
(3) Cyrillic names and addresses of composers should be written in Cyrillic 
capital letters and preferably also transcribed into Latin letters. 

(4) The source of each composition should, if possible, include not only the 
magazine and year of publication but also the month or magazine number 
and/or the number of the composition. 
(5) Computer-tested compositions should be indicated by the symbol C+. 

(6) Unusual fairy forms should be defined. 
Twomovers – Director: Henk le Grand, Heimanslaan 5, NL-6705 AD Wagen-
ingen, the Netherlands. Judges: Wieland Bruch, Andrey Lobusov, Dragan 
Stojnić.  

Threemovers – Director: Piet le Grand, Spiegelstraat 87, NL-7552 MZ 
Hengelo, the Netherlands. Judges: Mikhail Marandyuk, Stefan Sovik, NN. 
Moremovers – Director: Aleksandr Feoktistov, ul. Jugnaja d.16 kv.67 mk-n. 
Baribino, g. Domodedovo, 142060 Moskovskaja obl., Russia. Judges: Hemmo 

Axt, Yuri Gordian, Yakov Vladimirov. 
Endgame studies – Director: Harold van der Heijden, Michel de Klerkstraat 
28, NL-7425 DG Deventer, the Netherlands. Judges: Iuri Akobia, Vitaly Kova-

lenko, Martin Minski. 
Helpmates in 2 – Director: Harry Fougiaxis, Delvinou 4, GR-11363 Athens, 
Greece. Judges: Michal Dragoun, Vladislav Nefyodov, Mario Parrinello. 
Helpmates in 2.5 and longer – Director: Günter Büsing, Weidener Str. 8, D-

81737 München, Germany. Judges: Jorge Lois, Aleksandr Semenenko, Guy 
Sobrecases. 
Selfmates – Director: Andrey Selivanov, p/box 16, 125414 Moscow, Russia. 
Judges: Živko Janevski, Frank Müller, Ivan Soroka. 

Fairies – Director: Georgy Evseev, 127051 Moscow, Petrovskij Bulvar, d. 
17/1, kv. 29, Russia. Judges: Vlaicu Crisan, Jean-Marc Loustau, Juraj 
Lörinc. 
Retros – Director: Gerd Wilts, Zeppelinstr. 18, 81541 München, Germany. 

Judges: Andrey Frolkin, Thierry le Gleuher, Kostas Prentos. 

183
ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS 

  

Problems published in this section are eligible for the year 2010 competition. Please send your 

originals to the individual editors. All solutions and comments are due by 02/15/2011 and 

should be sent to the Solutions Editor. Solutions and comments are preferred by email, 
although regular mail solutions and comments will be accepted as always. 

 

TWOMOVERS 

Editor: Aaron Hirschenson, Judge: Udo Degener 

 

We start with T0725, a Meredith with two nice self-blocks. This is followed by an interesting 
interpretation of Hannelius theme by Bob. Valerio’s T0727 shows two changed mates and 

Dombrovskis, while T0728 has also two changed mates. My joint with Emanuel shows tertiary 

arrival threat correction (ECSC 2010 theme), followed by Emanuel’s T0730 cleverly 
demonstrating Sushkov theme. In T0731, Marco shows white correction and threat correction, 

cycle of threats, white interference and much more. Arieh shows cyclic play between three 

threats on three squares. Finally, Vasyl and Valery combine Zagoruiko with Dombrovskis. 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdKdwhR]
[wdwdwdkH]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wdwdwdQd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dRIwdpdw]
[wdP0wdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[b)w4Pdw0]
[$wdw!wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdP0wdw]
[wdwdpiwG]
[dw)wdpdP]
[wdwdwdBd]
[dw)Pdwdw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw1wdrd]
[gwdndwdw]
[rdwdwdwd]
[dwdP)kdP]
[w0wdw)Nd]
[dwdP0Bdp]
[wdwdwdNI]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dbdwHwIw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpHP)w0p]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dPdw4p!w]
[wdRgBGPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdrdr1wd]
[dwdBdwdw]
[wdpdwdNd]
[dp$p$wdw]
[w0w)w)wd]
[dQgkdPdw]
[wdNdw)wd]
[dndKdwdw]
w--------w

#2*                              (5+4) #2 (7+7) #2 (10+4)

#2* (9+9) #2 (11+8) #2 (11+10)

T0725 Luke Neyndorff
El Cajon, CA

in memory of Hans Neyndorff
T0726 Robert Lincoln
Little Egg Harbor, NJ

T0727 Agostini Valerio
Italy

T0728 Zoran Sibinović
Serbia

T0729 Aaron Hirschenson
& Emanuel Navon, Israel

T0730 Emanuel Navon
Israel

W________w
[wGw!wgwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[whw1wdN0]
[dPhkHPdw]
[w)pdpdw$]
[dwdP)wdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dK$wdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwgKdwd]
[dwdw)Q0w]
[r$ndwdPd]
[dw)wiw0N]
[wdwdpdw0]
[dRdPdw)w]
[wdNdw)wh]
[1wdrdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwHwdwd]
[dBdwdw0P]
[wdw0wHw$]
[dpdwiwhw]
[wGw$w0Pd]
[IbdPdw)w]
[wdPdw1wg]
[dw!wdwdr]
w--------w#2 (12+9) #2 (12+11) #2* (13+10)

T0731 Marco Guida
Italy

T0732 Arieh Grinblat
Israel

T0733 Vasyl Dyachuk 
& Valery Kopyl, Ukraine
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SG50 (April-June) Solutions – TWOMOVERS 

 

Comments from:  Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Romuald Lazowski (RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS), 

Matt Dickey (MD), and Jeremy Morse (JM) 
 

T0707 (Shire) 1...Bg3 2.Qxg3#, 1.Sg8? (2.Qh6#), 1...Rf3 2.Qxf3#, 1...Bh4!, 1.Sxf5!? 

(2.Qg4#), 1...exf5 2.Qh6#, 1...Bd1!, 1.Sg4!? (2.Qe3#), 1...Bg3 2.Qh6#, 1...Bf2(Rf3)/fxg4 
2.Qf3/Rf6#, 1...Bd2!; 1.Rxe6! (2.Qe3#), 1...Bg3/Bf2/Bd2 2.Qxf5/Qf3/Qh4#.  Three good tries 

by white Knights (WS), The wSh6 turns out to be there just to control g4 (MD), A novel idea 

well executed, even if some black force is underemployed (JM). 
T0708 (Rice) 1.c6? (2.Qb6#), 1...Rxc6/dxc4/Se3 2.Sxc6/Qe5/Rf4#, 1...Rb7!, 1.Qb6? (2.c6#), 

1...Rc6/Rb7/Rxc5/dxc4 2.S(x)c6/Qd6#, 1...Se3!, 1.Qb4? (2.cxd5#), 1...dxc4 2.Qxc4#, 1...Bc3!;  

1.cxd5! (2.Qb4#), 1...Bc3/Rxc5/Rb7/Se3/Rc2 2.Qxc3/Qxd2/Sc6/Rf4/Rd3#.  Good tries (RL), A 
remarkable work of art! (WS), The three hard-to-miss tries yield different mates, but the key 

frustrates them (JM). 

T0709 (Paslack) 1.Sc3? (2.Rd5#), 1...Bxb7/Sf5 2.Sb5/Se2#, 1...d5!, 1.Sc7!? (2.Rd5#), 

1...Bxb7/d5 2.Sb5/Se6#, 1...Sf5!, 1.Se!? (2.Rd5#), 1...d5/Sf5 2.Sc6/Sxf5#, 1...Bxb7!; 1.Sf4! 

(2.Rd5#), 1...d5/Sf5/Bxb7 2.Se6/Se2/Qd4#, 1...Bc4 2.dxc4#.  Attractive Knight wheel (LB), 

With the key the white Knight must have a look on the squares e2 and e6 (WS), There does not 
seem to be a fourth try? (MD). 

T0710 (Witt) I. 1.Sa5? (2.Sxc6/Sc4#) Rbc3!, 1.Sd8? (2.Sxc6/Sf7#) Rbxc3!, 1.Sbd6? 

(2.Sf7/Sc4#) Rcxc3!; 1.Sc5! (2.Sd3/Sd7#), 1...Rbxc3 2.Re4#, 1...Rcxc3 2.Rf5#, 1...Rh2+ 
2.Qxh2#; II. 1.Sa7? (2.Sxc6#) Rbxc3!, 1.Sb6? (2.Sc4/Sd7#) Rbxc3!, 1.Scd6?  (2.Sf7/Sc4#) 

Rcxc3!; 1.Se7! (2.Sxc6/Sg6#), 1...Rbxc3 2.Rf5#, 1...Rcxc3 2.Re4#, 1...Rh2+ 2.Qxh2#.  This is 

very pretty (LB), Well constructed with interesting play (RL), Two changed mates on 1...Rcxc3 
and 1...Rbxc3 (WS), Well deserving of two keys with the paired Knights, Rooks, and white 

diagonal pieces exchanging functions (MD). 

T0711 (Mosiashvili) 1.Rd2? (2.Bc3#), 1...Qxd5 2.Qxd5#, 1...Rc1 2.Qf6#, 1...Sf3 2.Qf6/Sf7#, 
1...Se6!, 1.Rb6? (2.Bxc3#) Rd1/Rc1 2.Qg5#, 1...Bd6 2.Qxd6#, 1...Se6 2.Rxe6#, 1...Sf3 

2.Re6/Sf7#, 1...Qxd5!; 1.Rf2! (2.Bxc3#), 1...Qxd5 2.Qf6#, 1...Rd1 2.Rf5#, 1...Bd6 2.Qxg5#, 

1...Se6/f3 2.Sf7#.  A good try is 1.Rd2? Se6! (WS), The mates for the three defenses mutate 
through the tries and the key (MD). 

T0712 (Robert) 1.Bc2? (2.Sg2#), 1...Kxf4 2.Sxf5#, 1...Qxc2 2.Sxc2#, 1...gxf4 2.Rd3#, 

1...Rh2!; 1.Bd5! (2.Sxf5#), 1...Kxf4 2.Sc2#, 1...Qb1 2.Sg2#, 1...gxf4 2.Qe7#, 1...Qc2 2.Sxc2#.  
The changed and transferred mates are good, but I miss set-mates after the moves 1…fxe4 and 

1…Kxf4! (WS), The try is crudely refuted, but the actual play, with change of mate after the bK 

flight, is excellent (JM). 
T0713 (Kovacevic) 1...Rxd3+ 2.Bxd3#, 1.Bc3? (2.Sb2#), 1...Rdd3+ 2.Bxd3#, 1...Rxc3 

2.Qxc3#, 1...Rxa2!, 1.Be3? (2.Sb2#), 1...Raxd3 2.Qc3#, 1...Rdxd3 2.Sd2#, 1...Qb6!, 1.Sc3? 

(2.Sb2#), 1...Qxd3+ 2.Bxd3#, 1...Rxc3 2.Qxc3#, 1...Qb6 2.Qe4#, 1...Ra2!; 1.Sg3! (2.Sb2#), 
1...Qxd3 2.Qe4#, 1...Rxd3 2.Qc3#.  The highlight of this section, but two tries are refuted by 

the same black move, 1…Rxa2! (WS), Attractive and tricky problem, but the repeated 

refutation is a blemish (JM). 
T0714 (Janevski) 1...d2 2.Qc2#, 1...Rc2 2.Bxd3#, 1.S~? (2.Rf4#) Rf2!, 1.Sxd5? (2.Sf6#), 

1...Kxc5 2.Qxc6#, 1...d2!; 1.Sxd3! (2.Sc5#), 1...Rc2 2.Rf4#, 1...Kxd3 2.Qc2#.  Urania theme, 

not easy to solve (WS), The flight-giving try is more interesting than the key (JM). 
T0715 (Paslak) 1...dxc6 2.Rd7#, 1...d6 2.Sxb6#, 1...Re5 2.Se3#, 1...e3 2.dxe3#; 1.Qxb5! 

(2.Qxc4/Bxc4#),  1...Bxc7/exf3 2.Bxc4/Qxc4, 1...Sa5 2.Rxd7#, 1...Sd6 2.Sxb6#, 1...Se5 

2.Se3#, 1...Se3+ 2.dxe3#, 1...Sxd2+ 2.Rxd2#.  Interesting set play (RL), Many interesting 
variations in a modern twomover! (WS), A fine task achievement, but it only serves to show 

how artificial the WCCT theme is (JM). 

The Azerbaijan Chess Composition Commission  announces an International Composing 

Tourney 'Bakhtiyar Rustamov-50' for  helpmates in two  (free theme). Judge: Bakhtiyar 
Rustamov (Baku, Azerbaijan). Prize fund: $500.00 (U.S.). Deadline: 10/31/2010. Entries (max 

3 per author) should be sent to: bestechi@mail.ru 
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THREEMOVERS 

Editor: Rauf Aliovsadzade, Judge: Araz Almammadov 
 

Here are nine originals to conclude this year's competition. 

 Vladimir Nikitin has come back to this section, and hopefully he'll send us more of his 

originals. Mike’s miniature has a nice key. Good variations are in Herb's original. Kenan man-

ages to combine two ideas: Cross-checks and Hartong theme. 

 M0931 has two interesting lines of play. The two Leonids' new threemover is yet another 
good one with many variations. M0933 by the Russian tandem shows white AB-BA in solu-

tion; set and try play are rather detached from the after-key play. Onkoud's entry is on black 

correction play. 

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdQdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwGwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdN)Qdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0w$wdwdw]
[kgpdwdwd]
[dwdwdw!w]
[wIwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwipdwdw]
[K0w0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
[Q0wdwdwd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdR]
w--------w

w________w
[wdRdwdwd]
[dNdwGwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdpdn]
[Kdwiwdw4]
[dwdPdwdw]
[Ndw$w0Qd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdw4wd]
[dwdRdw!w]
[wdBdw0wd]
[Gw0wdndr]
[wdkdw0N0]
[dNdwdndw]
[PdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdRdwd]
[dpdw)wdK]
[w)piwdw0]
[dwdw1Bdw]
[NdP0wdwd]
[dwdwhwGw]
[wdw4wdwd]
[dwdw!wdw]
w--------w

w________w
[n1wdw$wd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[w0w0w$pd]
[dP0kdp)w]
[pdwdwdwd]
[)wGPdw)w]
[wdKHw)wd]
[dNdwdwdw]
w--------w

w________w
[wdwdQdwd]
[dwdpgwdw]
[wdwdw$wd]
[dwdp0pdN]
[w)w)kdrd]
[dNdnhw0B]
[w)PGwdPd]
[dwdRdbIw]
w--------w

M0926 Vladimir Kozhakin 
Russia 

#3 (4+2)

M0927 Vladimir Nikitin
Russia

#3                                (5+1)

M0928 Mike Prcic
Los Angeles, CA

#3 (3+4)

M0929 Herb Holden 
Cheney, WA

#3                            (5+6)

M0930 Kenan Velihanov 
Azerbaijan

#3                            (8+7)

M0931 Mikhail Kostylev
Russia

#3                            (8+9)

M0932 Leonid Lyubashevsky
& Leonid Makaronez

Israel

#3                            (9+8)

M0933 Mikhail Kostylev
& Alexander Melnichuk

#3* (12+10)

M0934 Abdelaziz Onkoud
France

#3                        (13+11)
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SG50 (April-June) Solutions – THREEMOVERS 

 
Comments from:  Author (A), Bob Bua (BB), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Romuald Lazowski 

(RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS), David Moulton (DM), and Matt Dickey (MD) 

 
M0887 (Kozhakin) 1.c7! (zz), 1...Kd7 2.c8Q+ Kxc8/Ke7 3.Qc7/Qff8#, 1...Ke6 2.c8Q+ Kd5 

3.Qcc4#, 1...Ke8 2.c8Q+.  Not difficult (RL), Too easy for StrateGems! (WS), Not much meat 

on a bare bones composition (MD). 
M0888 (Prcic) 1.Rxh7? Ka3!; 1.Rh5! (2.Ra5#), 1...g5 2.Rxh7 ~ 3.Ra7#, 1...Sg5 2.Rh8 ~ 

3.Ra8#, 1...c5 2.Rxc5  ~ 3.Ra5#.  Quite simple, the try is refused by 1…Ka3! (WS), The re-

sponses to the threat only temporarily deny the wR access to the a file (MD). 
M0889 (Velihanov) 1.Be6! (zz), 1...Ke4 2.Rf8  ~ 3.Bd5#, 1...Kg3 2.Rg8+ Kf4 3.Rg4#, 1...Bg3 

2.Rf8+ Ke4 3.Bd5#, 1...Bg1 2.Rg8.  Very enjoyable aristocratic miniature (RL), The key is 

quite good, but the rest... (WS), Excessive control of the white squares renders Black's dark 
square Bishop useless (MD). 

M0890 (Velihanov) a) 1.g8Q! (zz), 1...Kc6 2.Qc4+, 1...Kc7 2.Qb8+, 1...Ke7 2.Sd5+; b) 

1.Sd5! (zz), 1...K~ 2.g8Q.  The key in a) is poor and we have a dual in b) after 2…d6 (WS), 
Already pretty much corralled, the BK is easily roped and branded (MD). 

M0891 (Velihanov) 1.Qf8! (zz), 1...Kc4 2.Qc5+ Kd3 3.Qc2#, 1...e2 2.Qf3+ Kc4 Qb3#.  Not 

much content here.... (WS), Another solid S wall and some fancy footwork by the wQ! (MD). 
M0892 (Onkoud) 1.f3? Kd4!, 1.f6? Kd4!, 1.Qc3? Ke4!, 1.Kg4? Kd4!, 1.Qc2? (zz) f6 2.Bg8+, 

1...Kd4!, 1.Kg3? (zz) f6 2.Qc3, 1...Kd4!; 1.Be3! (zz), 1...f6 2.f3 Ke5 Qe6#, 1...Ke4 2.Qc4+ 

Kf3/Ke5 3.Qg4/Qd4#, 1...Ke5 2.Qb7 f6/d5/Kf6 3.f4/Qe7/Bd4#.  Cycle of 1st and 2nd black 
moves, diagonal-orthogonal echo, self-block, Umnov, Dombrovskis, two changed mates, Ura-

nia, Ellerman-Makihovi, reversal-threat, give-and-take key (A), Outstanding (BB), The varia-

tion with the end 2…f6 3.f4# is nice (WS).   
M0893 (Holden) 1.Bc7! (zz), 1...Ke4 2.Sf6+ Kf4 3.e6#, 1...Kc4 2.Sb6+ Kc5 3.Bd6#.  Nicely 

composed (RL), I like the final position after 2…Kf4 3.e6# (WS). 

M0894 (Zgerski) 1.Bh4?[A] (zz), 1...c5[a] 2.d6[B] Ra8/c4 3.Qxa8/Qxc4#, 1...c6!; 1.d6![B] 
(zz), 1...c5[a] 2.Bh4[A], 1...c6 2.Bxb6 c5 3.d7#, 1...cxd6 2.Bxb6 d5 3.Qc2#.  Pawn power! 

(BB), It’s trickier than it looks. Gennady passed away too early! (WS).  

M0895 (Becker) 1.Kc7? Bd5!, 1.Qa6? Be6!, 1.Qb4? Bg8!, 1.Qc2? Be6!; 1.Bg8! (zz), 1...B~ 
2.Qh4+ Kxg8 3.Qd8#, 1...Bxb5!? 2.Qxb5 Kxg8 3.Qe8#, 1...Be2!? 2.Rxe2 Kxg8 3.Re8#, 

1...Bxf7!? 2.gxf7 g6 3.Qd4#, 1...Kxg8 2.Qxc4+ Kf8/Kh8 3.Qf7/Qc8# Black correction.  Tricky 

problem, great key (LB), Amazing sacrifice of the white Bishop! (WS), Very pretty key and 
variations (DM).  

M0896 (Borisenko/Shevchenko/Melnichuk) 1...cxd2+ 2.Bxd2+, 1...Sb8 2.Qb3!; 1.dxc3! 

(2.Qb3 & 3.Qa4#), 1...Rc6 2.Rxc6 ~/Sa~/Bb6 3.Rxa6/Qb4/Bxb6#, 1...Rd6 2.Rxd6, 1...Re6 
2.Be2!! Ka4 3.Qa2#, 1...Rf6 2.Rxf6, 1...Rxg6 2.Bf1!!  Black correction. The key is obvious, 

but the moves 2.Be2 and 2.Bf1 are amazing (WS). 

M0897 (Lyubashevsky/Makaronez) 1.Sc7! (2.Rd3& 3.Sd7#), 1...Re4 2.Sg6+ Kf5 3.Rf8#, 
1...Re3 2.Sd7+ Kd4 3.Rc4#, 1...Rg2 2.Bd3 ~ 3.Sg6#, 1...Rd2 2.Rxd2 ~ 3.Sd7#  Black correc-

tion. I found this one very difficult to solve. The two attractive variations exploit black's block-

ing of flight squares, a favorite of these composers (LB), 2.Bd3! (after 1…Rg2) was a great 
surprise to me! (WS).     

M0898 (Kostylev) 1.Qh3! (2.Re3+,Qf3+,Qd3+), 1...Rxf5 2.Re3+ Kd4/Kf4/Qxe3 3.Sc6/ 

Qg3/Qxe3#, 1...c4 2.Qf3+ Bxf3 3.gxf3#, 1...b4+ 2.Qd3+ Bxd3 3.cxd3#, 1...d4 2.Bb7+ c6 
3.Bxc6#, 1...exf5 2.Bxf5+ Kf4/Rxf5 3.Qg3/Qxf5#, 1...Qxg1 2.Qh4+ Bxg4 3.Qxg4#.  Fleck-

Karlstrem (A), Well done! (BB).  

Subscribers please note that subscription for the year 2011 is #35.00 

domestic, $40.00 foreign and $50.00 for Good Companions Fellow. Please 

send your payment before January, 1, 2011, to avoid a delay in StrateGems 

delivery. All checks and/or money orders should be written to: Mike Prcic 

(and not StrateGems). 
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M0935 Albert Grigorian
Armenia

#4                               (5+1)
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M0936 Ramutis Juozenas
Lithuania

#4 (3+4)
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M0937 Leonid Makaronez
Israel

#4                             (7+10)
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M0938 Tibor Ėrsek
Hungary

#4                             (8+11)
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M0940 Arieh Grinblat
Israel

M0939 Vladimir Nikitin
Russia

#4                            (10+12)
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M0941 Ramutis Juozenas
Lithuania

#5 (4+3)
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M0942 Aleksey Gasparyan
Armenia

#5 (8+10)
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M0943 Valery Rezinkin
Russia

#7 (7+5)

MOREMOVERS and STUDIES 
Moremovers Editor:  Richard Becker, Studies Editor:  Franjo Vrabec 

Judges,  Moremovers: Mike Prcic, Studies: Iuri Akobia 

 

Moremovers. We offer nine moremovers this issue, thanks to our faithful contributors. The late 
Albert Grigorian had a talent for model mate miniatures. We are happy to publish his M0935 

and to be in possession of two more of his problems. (They will be published in future issues.) 

 It can be difficult sometimes to determine which, of several candidates is the asked-for try 
or tries. Here are some clues for finding the correct tries. For Ramutis's four-mover, look for 

the move or moves not answered by a move of the black King. For his five-mover, look for 

moves that are answered by unique moves of the black King. The try in Aleksey's problem is a 
move by the key piece.  For Valery's seven-mover, we ask for the try that requires six correct 

moves by Black. 

Studies. E0195 Black’s counterplay is based on a draw from a study by the Russian composer 
Pavel Babich. E0196 White starts and ends his play with the same tactical play. E0197 Both 

sides are looking for a Zugzwang, with other side to move. E0198 Despite the even material, 

suggesting a draw, White manages to win with several subtle moves.  
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W________w
[Ndwdw4wd]
[0w)wdwdw]
[pdndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwIwdRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHpdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dndwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdpdwdw]
[w)w0wdwd]
[Iwdw0wdw]
[w)wdPdwd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

E0195 Franjo Vrabec
Sweden

Draw                            (4+5)

E0196 Janos Mikitovics
Hungary 

Win                             (3+6)

E0197 Alain Pallier
France

Win                             (5+5)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdw)w]
[RIRdwdwd]
[dwdwdndw]
[wiwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

E0198 Alain Pallier & 
Marcel Doré, France

Win                             (4+4)

SG50 (April-June) Solutions – MOREMOVERS 

& STUDIES 
 

Comments from:  Author (A), Bob Bua (BB), Ladislav Belcsak 

(LB), Romuald Lazowski (RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS), David 

Moulton (DM), and Christopher Myers (CM) 

 

M0899 (Holden) 1.Sb8! Kd3 2.Kf4 Kc4 3.Sd7 Kd5/Kd3 

4.Sb6/Se5#. Cute (LB), A good key and two nice ideal mates in the 
middle of the board! (WB), Nicely logical problem (DM). 

M0900 (Makaronez) 1.Rc6! (2.Qf6+ Kxd5 3.c4#), 1...Bxh2 

2.Rc4+ Kxc4 3.Qxe4+ Kxb5 4.Sc3#, 1...axb5 2.Sc3 Bg2 3.Qf6+ 
Ke3 4.Sd5#; 2...Ke3 3.Qxe4+ Kf2 4.Rf6#, 1...e3 2.c3+ Kd3 

3.Qf5#. Outstanding variations (BB, This is a Bristol threat! (WB). 
M0901 (Mihalco) 1.Qxe7? Rxb6+ 2.Sxb6 Kf4 3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Q(B)xc7#, 1...Ra7 2.Sdxc7+ Kf4 

3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Qd6#, 1...Sxf5!, 1.Kxb7? Sg6(Sc1) 2.Sxe7+ Kf4 3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Qxc7#, 1...c6!, 
1.Rc4? Sxb4+ 2.Bxb4 Rxb6+ 3.Sxb6 Re1 4.Sd7/Bxc3#), 1...Re1!; 1.Qf8! (2.Sxf6+ Kd4 

3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Qxh8#), 1...Bg7 2.Sxf6+ Kd4 3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Qxg7#, 1...cxb6 2.Sxe7+ Kf4 

3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Qd6#, 1...Rb8 2.Sxc7+ Kf4 3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Qxb8#, 1...Rxb6+ 2.Sxb6+ Kf4 
3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Bxc7#, 1...Sxb4+ 2.Sxb4+ Kf4 3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Bxc3#, 1...Sxf5 2.Sxf6+ Kf4 

3.Sd5+ Ke5 4.Qxf5#, 1...Sg6 2.Qd8 Rxb6+ 3.Sxb6+ Kf4 4.Qd4#; 2...Sxb4+ 3.Sxb4+ Kf4 

4.Qd4#.  Theme C from the 8th WCCT (A), Excellent, poetry in motion (BB), The beautiful line 
opening mechanism makes this problem look easy at first. Then you have to figure out how to 

deal with 1...Sg6 (LB), Complicated and difficult problem (RL), Many switchbacks from the 

white Knight and a hard nut for the solver! (WB). 
M0902 (Aliovsadzade) 1.Bg4(f5, e6, d7)? Be2(d3, c4, b5)!; 1.Bc8! Ba6 2.Se6 Bxc8 3.Sc7+ 

Kb7 4.a8Q+ Kb6 5.Sd5#.  The Kalinin Theme, in which tries and refutations are related to key 

and reply (A), A rather weak key (RL), The beginning with the “dancing“ Bishops is very nice 
(WS). 

M0903 (Melnichuk/Khupchenko/Shevchenko) 1.Bd2? Rb2+ 2.Kxb2 Sxd2 3.Sc6 a5 4.Sa7 

Sc4+ 5.Qxc4#, 1...Sxd2!; 1.Qc4! Rxb4 2.Qa6+ Ba5 3.Qc6+ Rb5 4.Qc2+ Kb4 5.Sc6#, 1...Rc7 
2.Bc5+ Ka5 3.Qb4+ Ka6 4.Qa4+ Kb7 5.Qxa7#.  A hardworking white Queen! (WS). 

M0904 (Vlasenko/Melnichuk) 1.Bh2! Bh3 2.Re5+ Kf6 3.Rdxe7 Qc5 4.Rf5+ Qxf5 5.Be5+ 

Qxe5 6.Rxf7#, 1...Sg3 2.Rxf7+ Ke5 3.Bxg3+ Ke4 4.Sc3+ Rxc3 5.Sd2+ Kxe3 6.Bxf2#.  It took 
many hours to solve this mysterious problem (WS). 

M0905 (Poisson) a) 1.Qb6+! Ka8 2.Qd8+ Kb7 3.Qd7+ Kb8 4.Qxh3 Kc7 5.Qh7+ Kd8 6.Kd6 

Kc8 7.Qc7#; 5...Kc8 6.Kc6 Kb8/Kd8 7.Qb7/Qd7#. b) 1.Qa5+! Kb7 2.Qb6+ Kc8 3.Qc6+ Kd8 
4.Kd6 Rb6 5.Qxb6+ Ke8 6.Qf2 Kd8 7.Qf8#.  There seem to be many dual solutions in a) (RL), 

More an endgame for beginners than a chess problem (WB), If a composer wants to present a 

database position as a problem, he should at least find one with a nice key (CM).  
M0906 (Becker) 1.Qc6+? Ka7 2.a5 f2! 3.Qc7+ Ka8 4.a6 fxg1Q+ 5.Kxg1 c1Q+; 1.Qb8! f2 

2.Rxg2 f1S+ 3.Kh3 Sg3 4.Rxg3 g5 5.Rxg5 c1Q 6.Ra5+ Kxa5 7.Qa7#, 1...d2 2.a5 Kxa5 3.a4 

Kxa4 4.a3 Ka5 5.a4 Ka6 6.a5 Kxa5 7.Ra1#; 3...Ka6 4.a5 Kxa5 5.a4 Ka6 6.a5 Kxa5 7.Ra1#.  

The white Pawns are following the black King and that caused several smiles (WB). 

189M0907 (Barsukov) 1.Sf4? Se3+!; 1.Se1! Se3+/Se5 2.Kc1 Sf5/Sc6 3.Sec2 Sxd4 4.Sxd4 Ka1 

5.Kc2 Ka2 6.Se2 Ka1 7.Sc1 a2 8.Sb3#.  The key is obvious (WB). 
E0186 (Kostadinov/Stanchev) 1.g6! h1Q 2.g7 Qxh4 3.g8Q (3.Sf7? Qxh7 4.g8Q Qxg8+ =) 

3…Qxd8+ 4.Kf7! (4.Kg7? Qxg8+ 5.Bxg8 cxb3 6.axb3 a5 =) 4…Qxg8+ 5.Bxg8! (5.Kxg8? 

cxb3 6.axb3 a5 =) 5…cxb3 6.axb3 a5 7.Ke6 a4! 8.bxa4 Ka7 9.Bf7!! (9.Kxd5? Ka6 10.Kc5 
Ka5 11.Bb3 b5! 12.axb5 = stalemate) 9…Ka6 10.Be8! d4 11.Kd5 d3 12.Kc4 d2 13.Bh5 Ka5 

14.Bd1! +- [A]. 

E0187 (Marković)  1.Bg4!! (1.cxb8S+? Kb6 2.Sd7+ Kc7 3.Rxc8+ Kd6 4.Sb5+ Qxb5 -+, or 
1.Sxc8+? Ba7! 2.Rxa7+ Kb5 3.Sd6+ Ka4 -+, or 1.cxb8Q? Qd1+ mate) 1...Qxg4 (1...Qe5 

2.cxb8S+ Kb6 3.Sd7+) 2.cxb8S+! Kb6 3.Sd7+ Kc7 4.Rxc8+ (4.Sb5+? Kd8 5.Rxc8+ Kxc8 

6.Sa7+ Kd8 -+) 4...Kd6 5.Sb5+ Kxe6 (5...Ke7 6.Re8+) 6.Re8+ Kf5 (6...Kd5 7.Sf6+, or 
6...Kf7 7.Se5+) 7.Re5+! Kg6 (7...Kf4 8.Re4+) 8.Re6+! Kf5 (8...Bxe6 9.Se5+, or 8...Kg5 

9.Rg6+, or 8...Kh5 9.Sf6+) 9.Re5+! = [A]. 

E0188 (Becker) 1.Rd2! [1.Rg3? f2 2.Rf3 Sb7 -+, or 1.Rh2? Bg1! 2.Rd2 f2 3.Rd1+ Kb2 
4.Kxa5 Sd6! 5.c5 (5.b6 Sxc4+ 6.Ka6 Sxb6 -+) 5...Sc4+! 6.Ka6 Se3 7.Rd2+ Kc3 8.Rxf2 Bxf2 

9.b6 (9.c6 Sd5 10.Kb7 Bb6 -+) 9...Sd5 10.b7 Sb4+ 11.Ka7 (11.Kb6 Bg3 12.c6 Bb8 -+) 

11...Sc6+ 12.Ka8 Bg3 13.b8Q Sxb8 14.Kb7 Sd7 15.c6 Sc5+ 16.Kb6 Se6 -+] 1...Sb7 (1...f2 
2.Rd1+ Kb2 3.Kxa5 Kc2 4.Rf1 =, or 1...Bb6 2.c5 =) 2.Kb3 Sa5+ (2...Sc5+ 3.Ka3 Kb1 4.Rf2 

=) 3.Kb4 Sxc4 4.Rd7!  [4.Kxc4? f2 5.Rd1+ Kb2 6.Kd3 Sd6 7.Ke2 Se4 8.Rd3 (8.b6 Bx6 9.Rd3 

Bc5 transposes) 8...Kc2 9.Rf3 (9.Ra3 Sc3+ 10.Kf1 Bc5 -+) 9...Bb6 10.Rh3 Sd2 11.Rh1 Bc5! 
{zz} 12.b6 Bxb6 13.Rd1 Se4 14.Rd2+ Kc1 15.Rd1+ Kb2 16.Rd3 Bc5 17.Rh3 (17.Rf3 Kc2 

18.Rh3 Sc3+ 19.Kf1 Kd2 20.Rh5 Be3 -+) 17...Sd2 18.Rh1 Kc2 19.Rd1 Se4 20.Rd2+ Kb3 

21.Rd3+ Sc3+ 22.Kf1 Kc2 23.Rf3 Se4 24.Ke2 Bd4 25.Rh3 Sc3+ 26.Kf1 Kd2 27.Rh4 Be3 -+] 
4...Bb6 5.Kxc4 (5.Rd1+? Kb2 6.Kxc4 Kc2 7.Rf1 f2 8.Kd5 Kd3 9.Kc6 Ke2! 10.Rb1 Bd4 11.b6 

Sf6 12.b7 Be5 -+) 5...f2 6.Rd1+ Kb2 7.Kd3 (7.Kd5? Kc2 8.Rf1 Kd3 -+) 7...Sd6 8.Ke2 Se4 

9.Rd3 (9.Kf3? Kc2 -+) 9...Sc3+ 10.Kf1 Se4 (10...Kc2 11.Rd6 =) 11.Ke2 (11.Kg2? Kc2 -+) 

11...Bc5 12.Rf3! (12.Rh3? Sd2 13.Rh1 Kc2 {zz}) 12...Kc1 13.Rd3! Kb2 14.Rf3 Kc2 15.Rh3! 

Sc3+ 16.Kf1 Sb1 17.Ke2 Sd2 18.Rh1 {zz} Bb6 (18...Ba7 19.Ra1 =) 19.Rd1 Se4 20.Rd2+ 

Kc3 21.Rd3+ Kc2 22.Rd2+ Kb3 23.Rd3+ Kb2 (23...Sc3+ 24.Kf1 Kc2 25.Rd6 =) 24.Rh3! 

(24.Rf3? Kc2 25.Rh3 Sd2 26.Rh1 Bc5 {zz}) 24...Sc3+ (24...Kc2 25.Rh2 =) 25.Kf1 Sb1 

26.Ke2 Sd2 27.Rh1 Kc2 28.Rd1 Se4 29.Rd2+ Sxd2 Stalemate [A]. 

E0189 (Nikitin) 1.Rb7! g2 (1...Bd4 2.Bxf1 =) 2.Rxb2 g1Q 3.Rg2! Qh1 (3...Qd4 4.Rg4+  =, or 

3...Qe3 4.Re2 =) 4.Bb7+ Kd3! 5.Rd2+ (5.Rg3+? Sxg3 6.Bxh1 Sxh1 -+) = [A].  Neat study 

(RL). 

SELFMATES 
                 Editor: Petko A. Petkov,  Judge:  s#2-3, n – Frank Richter 

 

Živko’s t h r e e m o v e r s  a l w a y s  d e m o n s t r a t e  g o o d  s t r a t e g y .  H i s  d u o  d e m o n s t r a t e s  b l a c k  c o r r e c t i o n  

and an unusual cyclic play. Zoran shows rich play with battery-creation and some other inter-
esting motives. 

 The authors of S0481 (known for their Bohemian  style) show chameleon-echo model 

mates, difficult to solve. Solving S0482 and S0483 will not be easy, although in both composi-
tions black Bishops are rather limited in their movement.  Please, if you use Gustav, indicate 

with C+ Gustav.  

W________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdQ)p)w]
[wdpdwIwd]
[dw4whwdw]
[wdpdkdpd]
[dw4w)wdw]
[wgpdBdwd]
[dwdwHwGN]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdbdwd]
[dw!NGpdw]
[wdwdk)pg]
[0wdw0w4w]
[wdw)K)wd]
[4ndP)Pdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[KdkGRhNd]
[)wdwdwdQ]
[w)BdPdpd]
[dwdNdw)w]
[whr0w)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdRdwdwd]
[drdwdwdb]
w--------w

S0478 Živko Janevski 
Macedonia

s#3                            (9+11)

S0479 Živko Janevski 
Macedonia

s#3                          (11+10)

S0480 Zoran Gavrilovski
Macedonia

s#3                            (13+8)
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W________w
[B$wIwdwG]
[dwdw!P4w]
[wdwdwdpd]
[$wdwdwHw]
[PdwiwdPd]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wHw)Pdwd]
[hwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwGwdw]
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdR0N]
[wdwdwdkg]
[dw!w$wdb]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdRdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw!w]
[w0wdwdwd]
[gBdwdwdk]
w--------w

S0481 Valery Kopyl 
& Genadi Koziura 

Ukraine

s#7                            (14+4)

S0482 Stephan Dietrich 
Germany

s#8                              (7+4)

S0483 Ivan Soroka
Ukraine

s#10                           (4+3)

SG50 (April-June) Solutions – SELFMATES 
 

Comments from: Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Romuald Lazowski (RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS), 

Jeremy Morse (JM), and C.C. Frankiss (CCF) 

           
S0461 (Janevski) 1.Se8! (2.Qf4+ Rxf4 3.Sf6+ Rxf6#), 1...Sb4 2.Sc3+ Bxc3 3.Qxd5+ Bxd5#, 

1…Sc4 2.Sf2+ Bxf2 3.Sxd6+ Rxd6#; 1.Sxd5? Sc4!.  Two good well matched variations (LB), 

An intelligent idea, black unpins the Bishop d4. After a white sacrifice, the black Knight on 
b4/c4 is pinned with a new mate. 1.Sxd5? Sc5! is a good try (WS), Nice unpinning/pinning play 

(CCF). 

S0462 (Janevski) 1.Sa7! (2.Rxc3+ Rxc3 3.Qc4+ Rxc4#; 2…Bxc3+ 3.Qd4+ Bxd4#), 1…Rdxc2 
(Rcxc2) 2.Qe3+ fxe3 3.Rb5+ Sxb5#, 1…dxc2 2.Qc4+ Bxc4 3.Se4+ Scxe4#. There is a repeti-

tion of white moves after the defenses 1...Rcxc2 and 1…Rdxc2. White plays in both cases 

2.Qe3+ and 3.Rb5+ (WS), Good key and intricate play (CCF). 

S0463 (Gamnitzer) 1.Bc8! (2.Sf3+ gxf3 3.Sd7+ Ke6 4.Rxe4+ Rxe4#), 1…h1B 2.Re2!  

(3.Bxf4+ Kxf4 4.Qd6+ Sxd6#) 2…Rxe2 (Sxe2,dxe2) 3.Sf7+ Kxf6 4.Bh4+ Sg5#, 1…Bxc6 

2.Sxg4+ hxg4 3.Qf5+ Kd6 4.Qd5+ Bxd5#.  The key and the move 2.Re2 are fantastic! Quo 
vadis, Camillo? I found a try in the second move: 2.Rh7? Rg2! (WS), Complex play to elimi-

nate the two wS guards on e4 (CCF). 

S0464 (Müller) 1.Sb1! Ka4 2.Ra5+ Kb3 3.Sb6 Kc2 4.Qd2+ Kb3 5.Ra3+ bxa3 6.Qb2+ axb2#, 

1…Kc2 2.Qd2+ Kb3 3.Rc5 Ka4 4.Sb6 Kb3 5.Rc3+ bxc3 6.Qb2+ cxb2#. Two variations in a 

miniature, Echo maneuvers by the white Rook: Rb5-Ra5-Ra3 and Rb5-Rc5-Rc3.  Elegant play 

in miniature (RL), The variants are too similar (WS), Two lines of play, but they are quite 
similar (CCF). 

S0465 (Dietrich) 1.Sh4! Kh1 2.Bg2+ Kg1 3.Qe5 Kf2 4.Bh3 Kg1 5.Qg3+ Kh1 6.Bg2+ Kg1 

7.Bf3+ Kf1 8.Qe1+Rxe1#.  The move 3.Qe5 is amazing! (WS), Not the most exciting play for a 

single liner (CCF). 

S0466 (Soroka) a) 1.Qf8! Kc2 2.Rd2+ Kc1 3.Qc5+ Kb1 4.Rxb2+! Kxb2 5.Qf2+ Kb1 6.Ka3! 

b2 7.Qg1+ Kc2 8.Be4+ Kc3 9.Qc5+ Bc4#, b) 1.Bc7! Kc1(c2) 2.Ba5+! Kb1 3.Qf5+ Kc1 
4.Qf1+ Kc2 5.Rc5+ Kd2 6.Ka4+! Ke3 7.Qf3+ Kd4 8.Rd5+ Kc4 9.Qxb3+ Bxb3#.  I had a hard 

time with this problem (WS), Good play throughout, particularly in b) (CCF). 

S0467 (Dietrich) 1.e4! Ke6 2.f8S+Ke7 3.Sd6 Kd8 4.Rc5 Ke7 5.e5 Kd8 6.Rg4 Ke7 7.Bg5 Kd8 

8.Kh8 Ke7 9.Sc6+  Kxf8 10.Bh6+ Rxh6#.  S promotion with sacrifice later on; many silent 

moves in sensitive order.  Ingenious use of oscillation of bK between e7/d8. Difficult to solve 

(CCF). 
S0468 (Seehofer) 1.Ke8! Kc7 2.Qa6 Kb8 3.Rb1+ Kc7 4.Qc4+ Kd6 5.Rb7 Ke5 6.Rf7 Kd6 

7.Kf8 Ke5 8.Kg7 Kd6 9.Kh6 Ke5 10.Qd3 Ke6 11.Qd7+ Ke5 12.Re7+ Kf6 13.Bh4+ Rxh4#.  

The maneuver of the white Rook may be interesting for solvers (WS).  
S0469 (Sphicas) 1.Qf2! (a) B~ other than 1... Bg3 (b) 2.Qh4 Bh2 3.Qg4 (c) B~ 4.Qh3 Bh3 

5.Ke1 Kg1 6-10.Qe3-f3-f2-f1-h3 11.Bf5! (d) 12.Qe3 Kh1 (e) 13-16.Qf3-f2-f1-h3 17.e4 (f) 

18.Qe3 Kh1 19-22.Qf3-f2-f1-h3 23.e5 29.e6 35.e7 ... 40.Qh3 (g) 41.e8=Q Kg1 42.eQe3 Kh1 
43.Qf1 Bg1 44.d3 Kh2 45.Qh6 Kg3 46.fQf4 Kg2 47.Bh3 Kh1 48.Qe4 Kh2 49.Bf1Kg3 

50.eQh4 Kf3 51.Qc6 Ke3 52.Qc1 Kf3 53.Qd1 Ke3 54.Qf2 Bxf2# 
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Notes: a) Only other plausible key, 1.Qa1 defeated by Be5; (b) If 1... Bg3? shorter solution 

with 2.Qf3+ Kh2 3.Qh5+ Bh4 4.Bf5 Kg3 5-7.Qg4+-f4+-h6+ 8.e4 Kg3 9-11.Qe3+-f4+-h6+ 
12.e5 etc. with a shorter tempo pendulum than in the solution; (c) Not 3.Ke1 Kg2 4.Qf2+ Kh3; 

(d) Not 11.e4? immediately, since f3 and h3 need to be controlled; (e) Now Kg2? is shorter, 

with 7.Qf2+ etc; (f) Not 17.d4?; (g) After 39.Qf1, the immediate 40.e8Q takes longer. The last 
stage after promotion is at least partially tested, with the final few moves fully tested.   I cannot 

solve this, but if it proves sound and dual-free, it will set a new length record for S# with bK + 

bB.  The current record of 50 moves is held jointly by George Sphicas and Karlheinz Bachman 
(JM). 

________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHRdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdwdqdw]
[wdwIwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1535 Robert J. Bales, Jr.
Broadview, IL

h#2      b) Kd2→e6     (3+2)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdKdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwHkdwdw]
[wdrdwdwd]
[dBdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1536 Andrey Dikusarov
Russia

h#2     b) Pb7→c7      (4+3)

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dqdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdwhw4w]
[wdwGwdBd]
[drdwdwdw]
[Rdwdwdwd]
[Iwdwdwdb]
w--------

H1537 Petre Stojoski
Macedonia

h#2      2 solutions       (4+7)

W________w
[wdw!wdwd]
[dwdB$wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdp]
[bgwdw0w)]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdwdwdnd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------

H1538 Fadil Abdurahmanović
& Mike Prcic, Bosnia/USA

h#2      4 solutions      (5+7)

W________w
[wdbdwdwd]
[dwdwdwhB]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdq0]
[4wdwdw4k]
[wdwdwdp0]
[dwdn$wdw]
w--------

H1539 Abdelaziz Onkoud
France

h#2      4 solutions     (3+10)

W________w
[wgndKdwd]
[4w1wdpdn]
[wdwdwdk0]
[dwdNdRdw]
[rdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1540 Stefan Milewski
Poland

h#2      2 solutions       (4+9)

HELPMATES 
Editor:  Nikola Stolev 

Judges:   Toma Garai (h#2),   Jorge Kapros (h#3) and Fadil Abdurahmanović   (h#n) 

 

We start with two light minis followed by some neat pinning and shielding in H1537. Fadil and 

Mike present a “pas de deux” of black Bishops. Abdelaziz does the same with Rook and 

Bishop. The next three entries combine line openings/closings, self-blocks and unpinnings. The 

rest of the twomovers show Zilahi (H1543), dual avoidance (H1544), line openings (H1545), 
unguards (H1546), Rook twinning along the a-rank (H1547) and 5 S-mates in H1548.  

 The threemovers feature “Bishop pins while Rook mates” in H1549, followed by two 

minis by Robert. In H1552 the Knights cooperate nicely, followed by Zilahi in H1553 and 

change of functions in H1554. There is another Zilahi in H1556, and an Indian  in H1557 and 

a nice mini (H1558). Be careful how you capture the Knight in H1559.  

 We end with two entries by our long-time contributor Viktor Chepizhny. His entries came 
after the closing time and therefore had to be placed at the end of the section. 
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwHwdr]
[wdp0w0B0]
[dNdwiwdw]
[wdwdbdwd]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wdwdwdw0]
[drdwdwgq]
w--------

H1541 Israel Tzur
Israel

h#2     2 solutions     (5+11)

W________w
[ndwdwdw!]
[dw)wdwdp]
[w0PdwIp)]
[dw0wGwdw]
[wdw)kdwd]
[4wdwgwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1542 Valerio Agostini
Italy

h#2     3 solutions       (8+8)

W________w
[Bdrdwdbd]
[dw0Q0wdw]
[wdw$wdKd]
[dp4P1wdw]
[whwiwdwd]
[dwdndwgw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1543 Aleksander Pankratyev
Russia

h#2     b) Sd3→f6     (6+11)

W________w
[wdwdNdwd]
[0wdw0rHw]
[rdwdwdwd]
[dw0pipdp]
[wdwhndwd]
[dqGKdwdw]
[pgwdRdwd]
[dwdwdbdw]
w--------

H1544 Živko Janevski
Macedonia

h#2      2 solutions     (5+15)

W________w
[wdwdkdwd]
[0w0w0wdw]
[PdPdPgwd]
[dwdwdP0w]
[Kdwhw4wd]
[dr0Qdpdw]
[wdbdw)wd]
[dqdwdwdw]
w--------

H1545 Nikolay Kuligin
Ukraine

h#2     3 solutions      (7+13)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dndwgNdw]
[w0K0wdrd]
[dw0Pdw0w]
[wdwdkGPd]
[dwdN)p0n]
[wdPdw0wd]
[dbdwdw4w]
w--------

H1546 Januarta Simadhinata
Indonesia

h#2     4 solutions     (8+14)

W________w
[whwdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
[wdw)wdpd]
[dw0wdk)p]
[pdr)N0pd] 
[dbdw1Pdw]
[wdBdpdrd]
[dKdwdRdw]
w--------h#2   zero pposition    (8+14)

a/b/c/d/e) Rc1/d1/e1/g1/h1

H1547 Henk Weenink
Holland ________w

[wdKdbdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[w1w0P0wh]
[4wdNdP4w]
[w)Piw)wd]
[0w0w0wdw]
[wdPHPgwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1548 Valery Kopyl
Ukraine

h#2    5 solutions     (10+13)

W________w
[wdwdwdRd]
[dw0wdpdw]
[wdwgw4wd]
[dw0piw0n]
[wdw1w4wd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwGwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------

H1549 Petre Stojoski
Macedonia

h#2½                        (3+12)
b) Pd5→e4 c) Rg8→c3

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdwHK]
w--------

H1550 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL

h#3       2 solutions      (3+2)

________w
[wdwdkhn4]
[dwdwdwdN]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[wdwdwdwH]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------h#3       2 solutions      (3+4)

H1551 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL W________w

[wdwIwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdwgpdbd]
[dpdrdkdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdN]
w--------

H1552 Živko Janevski
Macedonia

h#3       2 solutions      (3+7)
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W________w
[qdw$wdwd]
[dndwdwdB]
[pdrdbdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[kdpdwdwd]
[4w)pdwdw]
[wdwIwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1553 Aleksander Pankratyev
& Mihail Gersinski, Russia

h#3       2 solutions     (4+10)

________w
[wdwdndwd]
[dw0wdwdr]
[KdBdRdw1]
[dwdw4wdp]
[w0whb0wd]
[dwdw0kdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1554 Christopher Jones
England

h#3      b) Pe3→f2     (3+13)

W________w
[wdwHwdwd]
[dwdwdwdr]
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdwdwiw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwhw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1555 Valeriu Petrovici
Romania

h#4      2 solutions       (2+3)

W________w
[wdwdkGwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dpdpdngw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw)]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1556 Christer Jonsson
Sweden

h#4      2 solutions       (4+6)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw4wdwdw]
[w0k1wdwh]
[dpdr0wdp]
[w)wdBdbd]
[dwgw0wdw]
[whwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1557 Guy Sobrecases
France

h#4½                         (3+13)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdbdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwgkdwdw]
[wdwdN4wd]
[dwdwdrdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1558 Friedrich Hariuc
Germany

h#5      2 solutions      (2+5)

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)w0wdw0]
[dwdwdpdP]
[wdNdw1pI]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1559 Rolf Wiehagen 
& Guy Sobrecases
Germany/France

h#5 (4+7)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdkd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[rdrdqdwd]
[dK0wdwdw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------

H1560  Zlatko Mihajloski
Macedonia

h#6½ (2+6) 

W________w
[qdwdkdwd]
[dB0wdwdw]
[p0wdwdwd]
[db0wdwdp]
[wdwdw0r0]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------h#6½                         (2+12) 

H1561  Zlatko Mihajloski
Macedonia

W________w
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdNd]
[dqdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0w0w0r0w]
[wdpdpdpd]
[dwgwIbdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0Pdpdr]
[wdbdPhwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[NHqiPdRg]
[dpdw0wdw]
[wdwdw4wd]
[dwhwIwdw]
w--------w

H1562 Viktor Chepizhny
Russia

H1563 Viktor Chepizhny
Russia

dedicated to Mike Prcic

h#7                            (2+12)h#2     2 solutions      (7+13)

SG50 (April-June) Solutions – 

HELPMATES 
 
Comments from:  Radovan Tomasevic (RT), 

Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Romuald Lazowski 

(RL), Wilfried Seehofer (WS), Matt Dickey 
(MD), Jeremy Morse (JM), and C.C. Frank-

iss (CCF) 

 
H1481 (Bales) 1.Bg5 Rh7 2.f6 Ra8#, 1.Bh7 

Ra7 2.Bxg6 Rh8#.  Not easy to solve, I think 

the solution with 1.Bg5 is better than the 
other (WS), Easy and cute and somehow 

avoiding castling (MD), No castling! (CCF).  
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H1482 (Tzur) 1.Be2 Bd7 2.Kd3 Bc6#, 1.Bg6 Rd7 2.Kxf5 Rd4#.  Only one model mate (WS), 
Reciprocating line blocks by white (MD), Grimshaw battery mates (CCF). 

H1483 (Zimmer) a) 1.Kd2 Ba4 2.Ke1 Bb4#, b) 1.Kb3 Bf8 2.Ka2 Bf7#.  Nifty pin swaps by 

white (MD), Simple unpin/pin problem (CCF). 
H1484 (Böttger) 1.Bf4 Bb6 2.Ke3 Re2#, 1.f4 Ra5 2.Kf5 Bd3#.  Beautiful play culminates in 

beautiful mates (LB), Two black Umnovs and beautiful pin-mates (WS), Black first removes 

both self-blocks and opens the mating square for the bK while white pins the only piece left 
that could stop the mate (MD), Anticipating pin mates (CCF). 

H1485 (Zgerski) 1.Kc1 b7xc8Q 2.d1R Qxc3#, 1.e1R b7xa8Q 2.Ke2 Qf3#, 1.b5 b8Q 2.b5xa4 

Qb1#.  Three promotions on different squares! (WS), Almost a shame that the b8 promotion 
solution doesn't have another Rook promotion by Black, but still a good problem (MD), Three 

promotions to Queen as expected and two to Rook, all neatly done (CCF). 

H1486 (Érsek) a) 1.Bxf4 Qxd4+ 2.Ke6 d8S#, b) 1.Rxb4 Sxd3+ 2.Kd6 d8Q#. The best Phoenix 

I have seen (LB), First rate! Very symmetrical relations between the solutions, and a hard-to-

find sequence in b) (MD), Nice promotion mates (Q and S) with good twinning (CCF). 

H1487 (Hirschenson) 1.Bh6 f4 2.Rg5 f4xg5#, 1.Rg6 g4 2.Bh6 g5#.  Nice black strategy (WS), 
The lone Pawn fends off all the black King's defenders (MD), Simple shut-offs (CCF). 

H1488 (Carf) 1.c1B Sxe4 2.Be3 Sd6#, 1.f1S Sf3 2.Se3 Se5#, 1.Bxc4 Sb3 2.Re3 Sc1#.  Should 

not the white Bishop be engaged in more than one solution? (LB), The white Knight plays all 
six moves in the three solutions! (WS), The wS dominates (MD), Three different self-blocks on 

e3 (CCF). 

H1489 (Böttger) 1.Rd3 Re2 2.Kd4 Re4#, 1.R5f4 Rh2 2.Kf5 Rh5#.  Not Easy (LB), Again pin 
mates combined with the Umnov theme (WS), Black’s first move is a clearance that sets up a 

self-block and a self-pin (MD), WQ pins a black unit in each line. Clever construction (CCF). 

H1490 (Lehmann/Kovalic) 1.Be4 Qc3 2.Sc6 d3xe4#, 1.Se5 Qc5 2.Bc7 d4xe5#. A fine compo-
sition with exciting play (WS), White is able to break through the wall of its own Pawns (MD), 

Set up of Q/P batteries with black unpinning (CCF). 
H1491 (Bakcsi) a) 1.Kd7 c8R 2.e5xf4 Rd8#, b) 1.Kd7 c8B+ 2.Ke8 Bg6#, c) 1.Kb7 c8S 2.Ka6 

Sc5#. Difficult idea, both to compose and to solve (LB), A well done series of under-

promotions synched with the twining replacements (MD), Promotions on c8 matched by units 
on e4. Good twinning (CCF). 

H1492 (Onkoud) a) 1...d3 2.Qf6 c3 3.Se5 Sd4#, b) 1…d4 2.Rf6 c6 3.Be6 Sd6#. Excellent 

Meredith (LB), A marvelous theme of separating the black line pieces and closing their lines 
on both ends to create an interior mating square (MD), Well constructed, matched play (CCF). 

 H1493 (Kopyl) a) 1...Kd7 2.c5+ Ke6 3.c5xd4 Se4#, b) 1...Ke6 2.Qe3+ Kd7 3.Qd2 Sb5#.  The 

wK's moves are inverted to accommodate the needed self-blocks (MD), Interesting wK waiting 
moves followed by black checks (CCF). 

H1494 (Bales) 1.Kxb3 0-0-0 2.Ka2 Rxd3 3.Ka1 Rxa3#, 1.Kc3 Kf2 2.Kd2 Ba4 3.Rc3 Rd1#, 

1.Ra2 Kd2 2.Ka3 Kc3 3.d2 Ra2#.  All 18 half-moves are different. A very good problem (RT), 
A castle after all. Three good sequences (LB), Lovely construction (RL), Nice miniature, but 

only one model mate (WS).  

H1495 (Mihajlovski) a) 1.Rd5 Sd4 2.Ke5 Kd2 3.Kxd4 Bc3#, b) 1.Qg4 Sf4 2.Kg5 Kf2 3.Kxf4 
Bd2#.  The wS blocks a line to allow the wK to reach a useful spot, the bK removes the wS and 

is mated by the wB.  A very cogent theme (MD), Interesting strategies (CCF). 

H1496 (Weenink) 1.Sf3 g2xf3 2.Qc3 Sd7+ 3.Kd4 Rd2#, 1.Sg4 h3xg4 2.Kf6 Rh7 3.Qe5 Se4#.  
Good analogy between the solutions! (WS), Line opening by capture combined with bQ/bK 

moves in the primary line (CCF). 

H1497 (Agostini/Garofalo) 1.Bg5 Rb4 2.Sxf4 Rxd4 3.Se6 g4#, 1.Bf6 Rb8 2.Sxe5 Re8 3.Sg4 
e4#. The black Knight has to capture the white Pawns to open white lines (WS), Tricky solving 

(CCF). 

H1498 (Pankratiev) a) 1.c6 c2xd3 2.Se4 d3xe4 3.Rge5 Rxc6#, b) 1.Qc4 c3 2.Rd4 c3xd4 3.Bf5 

Bxc4#.  Neat play with unpinnings in both lines (CCF). 

H1499 (Velihanov) 1.Sd5 Rd7 2.Bc3 Bc7 3.Kd4 Bxb6#, 1.Re5+ Kh4 2.Kf4 Rxc4 3.Be3 Rf7#.  

Two pin mates and hard work for the solver (WS), Doubling pinning in the final position with 
good use made of the initial half-pin (CCF). 

H1500 (Popovski) 1.Rc4? Bxe4 2.Bd6 Bc2 3.Kd5 Ba4 3.Ke4 Bc6#, 1.Rb3 Bxe4 2.Bd6 Bd3 

3.Kd5 Bb5 4.Ke4 Bc6#.  A Bishop runaround lets Black set up the mating net (MD), Nice wB 
diamond (JM), Rundlauf with the wB mating from its starting square (CCF). 
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H1501 (Novomesky) 1...Kb5 2.Ke4 Kc6 3.Se5+ Kb6 4.Kd5 Kc7 5.Be4 Sb6#, 1...Sc7 2.Se4 

Ka4 3.Be3 Kb5 4.Kd4 Kc6 5.e5 Sb5#. Two echo mates in perfect construction (WS), Chame-
leon model mates with some waiting moves (CCF). 

H1502 (Rallo) 1.f2 Sh5 2.Ke8 Kg4 3.Bd8 Kf5 4.f1R Ke6 5.Rf8 Sg7#.  Not much mystery here 

(LB), Good miniature (RL), Not much work for the solver... (WS), The wS must keep out of the 
way of the other moving parts (JM), Miniature with a fairly obvious switchback by the wS 

(CCF). 

H1503 (Fenton) 1.Ke7 Kxf4 2.Kf7 Kg5 3.Kg7 f4 4.Kh7 Bf5 5.Bg7 f5xg6#.  Black home base 
and a surprising waiting move by the black King! (WS), Logistics issues force the bK to lose a 

tempo early (MD), Straight forward (JM), No castling, simple solving (CCF). 

H1504 (Mihajlovski) a) 1.Qh1 Bxa1 2.Qh8 Kxc2 3.Qb2+ Kd3 4.Ke5 Kxe3 5.Qd4+ Bxd4#, b) 
1.Qb2+ Ka4 2.Qf6 Kb5 3.Ke5 Kc6 4.Sf4 Kd7 5.Qg7+ Bxg7#. Excellent twinning, the role of 

the black Queen is impressive! (WS), Fine triangular moves by bQ in a) to allow the wK to e3 

(CCF). The author has submitted an improved version:  wKb3 Bf6 (2), bKf4 Qe2 Re4 Sa6-g6 
Pa7-b4-b6-d5-d6-g5 (11) Kb3→a4, a) 1.Re6 Ba1 2.Qe5 Kc2 3.Qb2+ Kd3 4.Ke5 Ke3 5.Qd4 

Bxd4#, b) 1.Qb2 Bh8 2.Qf6 Kb5 3.Ke5 Kc6 4.Sf4 Kd7 5.Qg7 Bxg7#. 

H1505 (Jones) 1...Be3 2.Sf5 Bxc5 3.e4 Bf8 4.Be3 Bh6 5.Kd4 f2xe3+ 6.Ke5 Bf4#. A wonderful 
Rundlauf by the helpmate grandmaster! (WS), Attractive Rundlauf by the wB which mates from 

its starting square (CCF). 

H1506 (Rotenberg/Sobrecases) 1...Ba3 2.Sa2 Bb4 3.Kb2 Bc3+ 4.Kc1 Bb2 + 5.Kxd2 Ba3 6.Sc1 
Bb4#.  Amazing moves by the Bishop! (WS), Interesting route of the wB (CCF). 

 H1507 (Dowd/Degenkolbe/Wienhagen) 1.Be8 Kg2 2.Bh5 Kf1 3.Bxf3 Ke1 4.Be4 Kd1 

5.Bxc2+ Kxc2 6.Ke4 Kxc3#, 1.Ba4 Ba2 2.Bb3 c2xb3 3.c2 b3xc4 4.c1R c4xd5 5.Rc6 Kh4 
6.Rf6 Bb1#. Excellent work (RL), Two wonderful solutions with six King moves in one solu-

tion! (WS), Excellent strategy in both lines of play (CCF). 

SERIES-MOVERS and STALEMATES 
Editor: Radovan Tomašević,  Judge: Rauf Aliovsadzade 

 

A warm welcome to newcommers Arno Tüngler and Valery Liskovets. 

 We start with C0353. The solution is quite surprising. The pretty C0354 would have been 
published two issues ago, but for a lack of attentivness on my part. The next three problems 

should be interesting for solvers. C0358 is most likely the last of its kind published in SG. 

There are specialized publications and web sites which publish only tasks and records and they 

will attract these types of problems in the future. 

 All the pser problems are interesting. We have a new pser condition dubbed 'legal-pser': 

The idle side must immediately make a legal move, not only after being in check, but also 

at any time when a move is available. For example, in pser.h#, Black makes a series of 

moves while White is idle. White can move, if checked, and is also compeled to move if it has 

a legal move (if it is not in Zugzwang). 
 Q0239 should be fun for solvers. It took three composers to complete..., well you'll have 

to find out yourself. Thank you Geoff for the dedication! 

 C0347 (SG51) by Valeriu Petrovici was already published in Die Schwalbe (No. 14505). 
It has been deleted from the 2010 competition. 

W________w
[qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwgwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdw4pdwd]
[ipdwdwdw]
[wdPdPdwd]
[Iwdndrdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dw)P)wdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw)wIw)]
[dwdwGw)w]
[wdwdwhw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wgwdwdw$]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[drdwdwdB]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdb]
[pdwdwdwd]
[4wdw1khw]
w--------w

C0353 Lee Poissant
Keeseville, NY

C0354 George P. Sphicas
New York, NY

C0355 Tibor Érsek
Hungary 

ser.s#15                      (3+9) ser.s#18       C- (10+2) ser.s#19                      (3+9)
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W________w
[wdwdwdw4]
[)KdPdwdP]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0ndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdbdwd]
[dndkdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[BHkdwdwd]
[dw0w0w0w]
[RdPdPdpd]
[)Rdw)w0w]
[w0wGwdwd]
[dNdw!Kdw]
[wdwdP)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwgwdwI]
[dw0wdrdw]
[w0wdphNd]
[dwip0wdw]
[Bdrhwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[pdwdwdkd]
[0wdwdwdb]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw0nd]
[dwdwdKgw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdwgw]
[wdNIwiwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
[w)pdwdpd]
[iwdwdrdw]
w--------w

C0357 Tibor Érsek & 
Radovan Tomašević

Hungary/Serbia

C0358 Zoran Sibinović
& Radovan Tomašević

Serbia

C0359 Dan Meinking
Cincinnati, OH

ser.s#15                      (4+8) ser.h=120    C- (14+7)

pser.#8 (3+11)

C0360 Dan Meinking
Cincinnati, OH

C0361 Vito Rallo
Italy

C0362 Geoff Foster
& Arno Tüngler

Australia/Germany 

pser.s#12      C- (4+7) pser.h#5   2 solutions   (3+3)

pser.h=8 b) Ka1→a2  (2+5)

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdkdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dw)wdw)w]
[wdwHKdwd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0363 Arno Tüngler
Germany

C0364 Vito Rallo
Italy

pser.h=11                    (2+2) pser.h=11                    (6+2)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdpdwd]
[4wdwipdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdpdwdp]
[w)w4wdP)]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0356 Alex Markevitch
Jackson, NJ

ser.s#22                      (4+9)

W________w
[BIwGwdwd]
[)QdPdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[w4wdwdwd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[)P)P)P)R]
[wdRDPGBd]
[iwdpdwdw]
[w4wdwdw4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[dwdwdwIb]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdPDPdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0bdwd]
[dw0wdw0w]
[pdwdK0kG]
[dwdwdrdw]
w--------w

C0366 Dan Meinking
Cincinnati, OH

for Paul

pser.r=8                       (7+2)

Q0239 Dan Meinking,
George P. Sphicas, USA &

Radovan Tomašević, Serbia
Q0240 Kankuh Kobayashi

Japan
Q0241 Geoff Foster

Australia, dedicated to Raša

s=16                          (14+5) h=3       2 solutions      (3+2) h==11          C- (2+8)

W________w
[w4kdKgwd]
[dw4phpdw]
[whpdPdwd]
[dwdp0wdb]
[wdwdwdwd]
[1wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0367 Valery Liskovets
Belarus

pser.h#4                    (2+13)

b) legal-pser.h#4 (C-)

W________w
[wdw!wdwd]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dBdwdpdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIwGwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

C0365 Geoff Foster
Australia

pser.r#9                       (4+3)

SG50 (April-June) Solutions – SERIES-MOVERS & STALEMATES 
 

Comments from: Author (A), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Romuald Lazowski (RL), Wilfried See-

hofer (WS), Jeremy Morse (JM), Christopher Myers (CM), and C.C. Frankiss (CCF) 

 
C0323 (Bales) 4.a8B 5.Bxf3 6.0-0 7.Bh1 8.Rxf4 9.Raf1 h3#.  I’m sorry, but the solution is 

disappointing! (WS), This took me 15 minutes (JM), Nice starting problem (CCF). 

C0324 (Bales) 1.Kg8 2.h8S 3.Sg6 5.Kh6 6.Sxe7 7.Sc6 9.e8Q 10.Qg6+ Qxg6#.  Nice miniature 
with two promotions! (WS), This took me one minute (JM), Promotions to Q and S with com-

pact play (CCF). 

C0325 (Bales) 1.g8S 2-7.Sf6-xd7-xc5-xb7-d6-b5 8.Ka6 9.a5 10.b7+ Bxb7#. Already pub-
lished, I think?! (WS), A pity that the pin of the wS is nonessential to the mate (JM), Promotion 

to S with the S pinned in the final position.  Perhaps not too difficult (CCF). 

C0326 (de Heer) 1.g7xf8R 2.Rxf7 3.Rb7 5.f8R 7.Rfb6 10.f8R 12.Rxa5 16.f8R 18.Rc3 23.f8R 

24.Rf2 Rxa5#.  Hans Nieuwhart and Wilfried Seehofer found cooks: 1.Kb5 2.gxf8=R 3.Rxf7 

4.Ra7 5.Ra6 6.f7 7.f8=R 8.Rff6 9.Rfc6 10.f6 11.f7 12.f8=R 13.Rd8 14.Rd2 15.f5 16.f6 17.f7 

18.f8=R 19.Rf3 20.Rc3 Rb4#.  
C0327 (Onkoud) 1.Bxb3 3.Kc4 4.Rb5 5.Bc5 Se5#; 2.Bxd3 4.Kc4 5.Rc5 Rb4#. Zilahi and 

Grimshaw (A), Nice Zilahi with Grimshaw on c5 (LB), Zilahi in a series-helpmate with nice 

mating positions! (WS), Grimshaw effects on c5. Not difficult (CCF). 
C0328 (Poissant) 1.f1B 2.g1R 3.Rg7 4.Bxb5 6.Bxh5 8.Bg8 Qh5#, 1.g1B 4.Bc1 5.f1R 6.Rf7 

8.Bg7 Qd8#. The point of the problem is the role reversal by the two promoting Pawns.  After 

one sees the theme, the solution is not too difficult.  I discovered that the number of possible 
settings available to show this idea is quite limited, because the promoted R must reach its 

final destination in one move. Otherwise multiple move orders are unavoidable (A), Nice cha-

meleon echo and function exchange between the Pawns (LB), I like this elegant problem very 

much, I enjoyed the solving! (WS), Alternate promotions to B and R with self-blocks. Easy 

solving (CCF). 

C0329 (Rallo) 1.Be7 2.Bxc5 3.Be3 4.Bxd2 5.Bc1 6.Ba3 7.Ra5 8.R6b5 9.Ka4 Sc5#.  The mat-
ing square was hard to find (WS), Not easy to see, with six idle Pawns on the board (JM), 

Clever pin mates in the final position (CCF). 

C0330 (Rallo) 1.f4 2.Sf5 3.Rh7 4.Rh3 5.Rxf3 6.Kd4 7.Re3 8.Re6 9.Ke5 10.Sd4 Sc4#.  Much 
better than C0329 (WS), Unusual and not easy to solve (JM), Not an easy mating position to 

find (CCF). 

C0331 (de Heer) 1.d8R 2.Rh8 3.g8B 4.Kg7 6.d8S 7.Sf7 8.e8Q 9.Qb5+ Kb5=. Not an economy 
record for a white captureless AUW [George Sphicas has shown this in a (5+4) setting], but 

perhaps a speed record for this theme? (A), Good problem with promotion (RL), Four promo-

tions, perfect construction! (WS), This could be the shortest and/or most economical example 
of AUW in ser. S= with the wK stalemated at mid-board (JM), Economical AUW, but stalemate 

portion is well known (CCF). 

C0332 (Tzur) 1.Qxc6 2.Qxd5 3.Qxe4 4.Qg2 5.Qxh3 6.Bh1 7.Qg2 8.Qa8 9.Bb7 Rb2=.  Attrac-
tive (LB), Exchange of bQ and bB, it took only a few seconds (WS), Entertaining (JM), Clear-

ance of wPs combined with Bristol effect (CCF). 
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All the miniatures are interesting and difficult to solve: F0990, F0991, F0992, F0993, F0999, 

F1000, F1001, etc.       
 Because the tests with Popeye and Win Chloe sometimes give different results, please let 

me know which one you used.  

 

Definitions of Fairy Conditions and Pieces 

Anti-Circe -  See SG49 

Bishop-Lion - Moves like a Lion but only on Bishop lines.. 
Chameleon - See SG49 

Chameleon Circe - Same rules as in Circe, except that the captured piece is changed in 

Chameleon order Q→S→B→R→Q... and then reborn on its square array. For example, the 
captured Rook is first changed into Queen and then reborn on its d1 (white) or d8 (black) 

square. If the game-array is occupied, the captured piece disappears as in normal Circe. The 

captures of Pawns and of others fairy pieces as in normal Circe. Castling with a reborn Rook is 
permitted. 

Circe couscous - When a capture is made, the captured unit (except a King) is replaced on the 

capturing unit rebirth square if empty, otherwise, the captured unit vanishes. Unless otherwise 
stated, when a promotion by capture occurs, the rebirth square is of the Pawn. 

Circe Parrain - See SG51.  

Dabbaba - (0,2) Leaper 
Eiffel Chess - This genre is related to Madrasi, but the paralysis occurs rather differently, in 

the sequence P-N-B-R-Q-P. A Pawn paralyses an enemy Knight; a Knight paralyses an enemy 

Bishop, and so on. A paralyzed unit loses all powers except that of causing paralysis. Fairy 

pieces play normal, without paralysis. 

Equipollent Anti-Circe - Same as Equipollent Circe except if the rebirth square is occupied 

the capture is not legal. Pawns on his 7th rank cannot capture an enemy piece on the 8th rank, 
thus a promotion is impossible (for example: 1.Pe7xRe8 =~ is illegal move). A Pawns on its 6th 

rank can capture an enemy units on the 7th rank. The captured enemy unit is then reborn on the 
8th rank. If the captured unit is an enemy Pawn, it has right to be promoted on its  rebirth square 

on the 8th  rank if this square non occupied. For example: 1.Pe6xPd7(wPc8Q,R,B,S…). An en 

passant capture is possible if the rebirth square is free (for example: wPd5, bPe7 – after 1…Pe5 
2.dxe6(wPf7) e.p. is possible, if the ‘f7’ is not occupied ). Castling with reborn Rook, King (or 

Rook + King) is possible.   

Giraffe - (1,4) Leaper. 
Grasshopper  -  See SG49. Grasshopper 2 - See SG49. Help self (compel) mate - See SG49. 

Hypervolage – A piece changes its color every time it makes a move that changes the color of 

the squares. The rule does not apply to Kings. 
Isardam - See SG49. LEO - See SG49. Lion - See SG50. Locust - See SG50  

Madrasi - See SG50. MAO - See SG49  

Marine Knight (MS) - Moves as Knight and as Knight-Locust  whose start-square (for 

example g2) and square after the capture (for example of Pe3) stand on a straight line, formed 

from the squares g2-e3-c4. Such move we write as MSxe3-c4. Impossible are the captures 

MSxe3-d5??, MSxe3-f5, etc. Without captures the MS plays as a normal S as all other Marine 
pieces. 

Nereid - (1,1) Marine piece.  

Neutral piece - See SG49. Nightrider - See SG49. PlatzwechselCirce (PWC) - See SG49. 
Rook-Lion - Moves like a Lion but only on Rook-lines. 

Royal piece - The side having this piece is in check if it is threatened (a King is a royal piece).  

SAT - A King is in check only if he can move on an unattacked square. 
Series-mover (ser.) - See SG49. 

Super-Circe - When captured, a piece is reborn on any free field on the chess board without 

causing self-check or selfmate, or it can be permanently removed by the capturing side. The 
Pawns (white, black, neutrals, half-neutrals) can be reborn on the first or eight row also. When 

reborn on the first row (for Black) or on the eight row (for White) the promotion is obligatory 

and the promoted unit is chosen by the capturing side. White reborn Pawn on 1st rank  (black 
on 8th) has no power. Castling is permitted with reborn Rook.      

Transmuting Kings - See SG50. VAO - See SG49. Zebra -  See SG49.  
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C0333 (Ersek) 1.Sc3 2.Kb5 3.Kc4 4.Kxd3 5.Kd2 6.Bf1 7.Se2 8.Ke1 9.Rd2 10.Sd1 11.Bb2 

12.Ba1 13.b2 Kg6=.  Very tricky, with more than one way to immobilize the Black force (JM), 
Four black units pinned in the final position as expected, but route of bK to e1 not expected 

(CCF). 

C0334 (Ersek) 1.Sf2 2.Sd3 3.f2 4.Bc6 5.Kc5 6.Kc4 7.Bd4 8.Ba1! 9.b2 10.b3 11.Qa3! 12.b4 
13.Rxe5 14.Re6 Qg8=.  Beautiful (RL), Another clever blockade, but easier than C0333 (JM), 

An attractive mid-board stalemate with enjoyable play (CCF). 

C0335 (Foster) 1.g8Q 2.Bg7 3.Qh8 4.Kg8 5.Bf8 6.Qg7 7.Kh8 8.Bg8 9.Kh7 10.Qh8 11.g7 
12.g6=; 1.g8R 2.Rgg7 3.Kg8 4.Rf8 5.Rgf7 6.Bg7 7.Kh8 8.Rg8 9.Bf8 10.Rgg7 11.Bg8 12.h7=.  

Masterful composition (RL), Entertaining piece shuffles (CCF). 

C0336 (Meinking) a) 1.Kc7! 2.Bh3 3.Rg4+ Kf5 4.Rg7+ Ke5 5.Bc8 6.Rd7 Se6#, b) 1.Kxc5! 
2.Rh4 3.Bg4+ Ke4 4.Be2+ Ke5 5.Rb4 6.Bc4 d4#.   

C0337 (Meinking/Tomasevic) 5.d8S+ Kg7 6.Kg5 9.f6+ Kh8+ 10.Kh6 12.f8R 14.Rh5 15.Sf7+ 

Sxf7#. Nice lightweight problem, but fairly easy solving (CCF). 
C0338 (Meinking) 1.c8B 2.Bxb7+ Kxb7 3.a8B+ Kxb6 4.Bh1 5.Kf3! 6.Rc6+ Kxc6 7.e8B+ 

Kd5 8.Bc6+ Kc4 9.g8B+ Kd3 10.Bc4+ Kc2 11.Bf1 12.Ke2! 13.Bcg2 14.f3= (C+ after 

6…Kxc6).  C. C. Frankiss found a cook: 1.c8B 2.Bxb7+ Kxb7 3.a8B+ Kxb6 4.Bg2 5.Bf1 
6.Rb2+ Kc6 7.e8B+ Kd5 8.Bc6+ Kc4 9.g8B+ Kc3 10.Rc2+ Kxc2 11.B8d5 12.Bh1 13.B6g2 

14.f3=.  The author suggests a correction: Rc2→c1. 

Q0230 (Kotesovec) 1.Sd6 Qxd6+ 2.Kc4 Rxb2=; 1.Rc2 Qxc2+ 2.Kd5 Qxc8=. These problems 
contain my new idea "magnified echo". This is a new type of echo. In the stalemate position the 

pieces create the same picture, but are magnified in constant ratio, here = the square root 2 

(A), Should not this kind of problem have pure stalemates? (LB),  
Q0231 (Bunka) 1.Kh8 Bxf6+ 2.Rg7 Ke5=; 1.Kh7 f4xg5 2.Rg6 Kf4=.  Striking intricacy in this 

light setting (CM).  

Q0232 (Kotesovec) 1…c4 2.Re5 Sxe5 3.Bg5 Qxg5=; 1…Qf7 2.Bf4 Sxf4 3.Rd5 Sxd5= Magni-
fied echo (ratio square root 2).  Some good stalemate positions (CCF). 

Q0233 (Foster) 1.Ba7 Sxa7 2.Sc7 Kxc7 3.Rc4+ Kxb6 4.Rc6+ Sxc6=; 1.Bd6 Sxd6 2.Sc7 Sxe4 

3.Rd6 Sxd6 4.Sb5 Sxb5=; 1.Rd4 Sxd4 2.Rc6+ Sxc6 3.Sb4 Sxb8 4.Sc6 Sxc6=.  Attractive (LB), 

Cyclic capture of the black pieces, not my taste (WS), Straightforward clearances by white, 

four captures per solution (CCF). 
Q0234 (Dowd) 1.Rf4+ g3xf4 2.b1R d4 3.Rg1 d4xe5 4.Rg7 e6 5.0-0 e7+ 6.Kh8 e7xf8S=. 

Based on an incorrect idea by Kardos (h=5, without Phoenix). I believe a 6,5 with key of 1. .. 

Kg1-f2! (delayed Umnow) could be built, but would require significant changes to the economy 
of the problem (the problem already teeters on the brink of incorrectness). I prefer the lighter, 

almost-Meredith position and do not mind the check key, as it is a multi-purpose move to open 

the g file and allow the d pawn to progress forward, as well as bringing the Phoenix in. How-
ever, I would entertain any such lengthening if you thought it might increase the value of the 

problem (A), Phoenix theme, the most difficult problem of this section! (WS), Excelsior + cas-

tling + underpromotion by both sides: would be better without the first move (JM), The hint 
was rather too helpful (CM), Promotions to S and R combined with castling. Nice sequence 

(CCF). 

FAIRIES 
            Editor: Petko A. Petkov,  Judge: Hans Gruber    

 

It’s interesting that until now there have been a small number of helpmates in 2 moves with the 

old condition, Madrasi. With F0985 Chris demonstrates that there are probably many fresh 

ideas in this direction, where the synthesis with PWC is even more paradoxical, as shown in 

F0987. You can see, in F0986, F0996, F0997 and F1005, fine strategy in problems with direct 

play. 

 In recent years Gandev is composing a lot of interesting but difficult helpmates with bat-

tery-constructions created with many exotic pieces, as shown in F1002, F1003 and F1004. The 

Russian duo (Grolman and Rabinovich) also work in an exotic arena. In F1006 and F1007, the 
solver must attentively analyze the specifics of Eiffel-paralysis with neutral pieces. In F1008 

Golha interprets his lovely Circe Parrain in a new manner – with a neutral King!  
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dn)wdwdp]
[wdw1Pdqd]
[dwdK)wdr]
[q)Pdq!wd]
[dw0q1r0w]
[bgwdkdwd]
[dwdqhqdw]
w--------w

W________w
[QdndwdwI]
[0wdw0p1w]
[piwdwdwd]
[0w$QdwdQ]
[qdRdw!wd]
[dwgwdwdN]
[w1Pdbdwd]
[drdwhwdn]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwIw!wd]
[dw1wdqdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwHwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[qdwdwdwd]
[iwIwdwdw]
[qdwdw)wd]
[Hwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw$wdwd]
[dwdkHwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdqdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
[riwdw4w1]
[dwdwIw0w]
[qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwgwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw1w]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdqdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[dwiwdQ1w]
[whwdqdwd]
[dwdw!wdw]
[Kdwdw1wd]
[dwdw4wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdNdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[gwHkhbdw]
[wgndNdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdQdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdn0qdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdNdw4]
[dwdBdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[rhwdbdwd]
[ipdpdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0pdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpgwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdbdrd]
[dwdwIwdk]
[wdwdwdqd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwindwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdQdQdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

F0997 Juraj Lörinc
Slovakia

#2                              (9+15)
nNNightriders, qQLocusts

F0998 Václav Kotěšovec
Czech Republic

h#3      2 solutions    (7+18)
qQGrasshoppers 

F0999 Vito Rallo 
Italy

h#4     b) Sd2→g3      (3+3)
qQGrasshoppers

F1000 Wilfried Seehofer
Germany

ser.h=11   2 solutions   (2+1)
PWC NWK, NMao,RDabbaba

F1001 Wilfried Seehofer
Germany

ser.h#15*                  (3+3)
qGrasshop., qGrasshopper2 

F1002 Krasimir Gandev
Bulgaria

h#2     2 solutions   (1+4+6)
b Bishop-Lions
rRook-Lions, qLocusts

F1003 Krasimir Gandev
Bulgaria

h#2    b) Kb7→f2 (4+6+1)
NKnights Marine, nNGiraffe
bNereid, QLeo

F1004 Krasimir Gandev
Bulgaria

hs#2½  b) Ka2→d8 (3+5+3)
nGiraffe, nZebra
QLions, qLocusts

F1005 Neal Turner
Finland

s#2         SAT (3+5)
qQRoyal Grashoppers 

F1006 Lev Grolman &
Oleg Rabinovich, Russia

h#3    b) Be8→h8 (1+3+1)
Eiffel Chess

F1007 Lev Grolman &
Oleg Rabinovich, Russia

h#3    Eiffel Chess (1+9+2)
b) Ka7Pa5, c) Ka7Sb8
d) Be8→a6

F1008 Jan Golha 
Slovakia

h#3½    2 solutions (0+1+5)
b) Se6→c2, Circe Parrain
Q Grasshoppers, qLocust
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W________w
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwGwdwdw]
[wHwdRdwd]
[dpiwdndw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[IwdwdpHw]
[wdwdndwg]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdbdwdwd]
[dq0w0wdw]
[wdpgpdKd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdNGwd]
[hwdwdw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw!wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dqdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w4w4wdwd]
[iPdwIwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdwdw)Pd]
[dw)RdPdw]
[wdrgKhBd]
[dwdndr)P]
[wdwdwdbd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdw0wdk]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dp0wdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[gKdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[kdwdNdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdPdw)]
[dwIwiwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[wdwHwdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdQd]
[dqdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwGw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwgwdwdw]
w--------w

F0985 Chris Feather
England 

h#2    2 solutions   (6+7)
Madrasi

F0986 Gilles Regniers
Belgium

#3        Isardam (5+9)

F0987 Chris Feather
England 

h#4    b) Pb1→a2 (2+5)
c) as b) but Rb2→b3
Madrasi + PWC

F0988 Mario Parrinello
Italy

hs#4    b) Pg6→e6 (10+7)

F0989 Chris Feather
England 

h#4½    b) - Pe7       (2+7)
Circe couscous

F0990 Kevin Begley 
Elk Grove, CA

h=6½                           (3+1)
Equipollents Anti-Circe

F0991 Chris Feather
England 

ser.h #7       PWC (3+2)
b/c) wB/wS→e2/h2

F0992 Vito Rallo 
Italy

ser.h#12                      (4+2)
Chameleon Circe 

F0993 Peter Harris
South Africa

h#2     Super Circe   (3+3)
b) + Transmuted Kings
bBVaos

W________w
[wdKdwdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[ndwdwdwd]
[gbdwdwdw]
[kdndwdwd]
[0pdwdwdw]
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w4wdwdrd]
[dp0pdwdw]
[w0kdwdwd]
[dqdwdwdw]
[w0wIwdwd]
[dwdw0wgw]
[wdwdpdnd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwGwdnh]
[dwdp1qdw]
[wdw)wdw0]
[dwdwGNiw]
[wIwdQ$Qd]
[dwdp4Qdw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[!wdwdwdw]
w--------w

F0994 Petko A. Petkov
Bulgaria

h#2   2 solutions   (1+12+1)
Anti-Circe,      Chameleon 

F0995 Kankuh Kobayashi 
Japan

h#2     3 solutions  (2+8)
nNightrider 

F0996 Václav Kotěšovec
Czech Republic

#2  b) Hypervolage (11+9)
qQGrasshoppers 



203F0943 (Yamada) a) 1.pPc7-c8=pR Ke3-e2 2.pRc8-e8 pPf2-f1=pS 3.Kc2-d1+ pSf1-e3#; b) 

1.pPc7-c8=pQ pPf2-f1=pB 2.pQc8-g4 Kc5-b4 3.Kc2-b3+ pBf1-c4# Tanagra and AUW.  Curi-
ous minimal split AUW (CCF). 

F0944 (Parrinello) a) 1.LEd2 TRb6 2.Kd3 TRb3 3.Qg5+ NDxg5-h6#, b) 1.LEb6 NDd2  2.Kc5 

NDb4 3.Qg6+ TRxg6-h6#.  Complex strategy and play (CCF). 
F0945 (Petkov) 1.Qf1! Rxf1-g1 2.Re6! Sxe6-e8 3.Lixe8-c7+! Qxa7-f2#!, 1.Rg3! Rxg3 -g4 

2.Qd3! Sxd3-a3 3.Lixa3-b5+ Qxa4-f4#!  Fine construction and difficult solving (CCF). 

F0946 (Petkov) 1...Qe3 2.Rh4 Kxh4-a4 3.Rxe3-b6 Bb7+ 4.Kxb7-a6+ LOxb6-a7#, 1...Qe7 
2.Rh2 Kxh2-a2 3.Rxe7-b4 Bd7+ 4.Kxd7-a4+ LOxb4-a5#, 1...Be8 2.Rh3+ Kxh3-a3 3.Rxe8-b5 

Qd8+ 4.Kxd8-a5+ LOxb5-a6#. Triple echo with super activity by  both Kings. Three similar 

final positions which are difficult to find (CCF). 
F0947 (Feather) 1.CBe5(R) Kf7 2.CRg5(Q) Eg8 3.CQf6(S) Ke7 4.CSxg8B(Ef6) Ed8 

5.CBh7(R) + Kf8#, 1.CBf6(R) + Kg5 2.CRf7(Q) Eg8 3.Kxg8 (Eh8) Ed6 4.CQh7(S)+ Kg6 

5.Kh8 Kf7#, 1.CBg7(R)+ Kf6 2.CRxg2Q (Eg7) Kf5 3.Kxg7(Eh8) Ef6 4.Kh8 Ef4 5.CQg8(S) 
Kg6#.  Only four pieces and so hard to solve! (WS).  

F0948 (Yamada) a) 1.nhGd4=bhG Rh4+ 2.hGf4=nhG nhGd4=whG+ 3.rSc5 Rh5+ 4.rSb3 

Rb5+ 5.rSa1 Rb2#, b) 1.nhG2c4=bhG2 Rh4+ 2.hG2g4=nhG2 nhG2c4=whG2+ 3.rSf6 Rh6+ 

4.rSg8 Re6#, c) 1.nhG3b4=bhG3 Rh4+ 2.rSc3 Rc4+ 3.rSa2 Rc2#, d) 1.rSc5 Rc3+ 2.rSa4 

Rc4#.  Interesting multiform work (RL), Difficult, computer generated?, good twinning (CCF). 

F0949 (Huber) 1.Kxc4-c8 [+nRd5] Kxe3-b6 [+nBf3] 2.nRf5 nRxf3-a8 [+nBf5]#, 1.Kxc4-h4 
[+nRd5] Kxe3-f4 [+nBf3] 2.nBh1 nBxd5-d8 [+nRh1]#. Clever way to achieve a necessary 

double check (CCF). 

F0950 (Gandev) 1.nROc7 Rh3 2.Kxf4 Re3#, 1.nROh5 Rb6 2.Kxd5 Rxe6#. Curious form of 
white batteries (CCF). 

F0951 (Pachl/Manhart) a) 1.Ra8 nRxa8-d8 2.nBc4 nNxd5-d4#, b) 1.Nc4 nBxc4-e8 2.nNg2 

nRxf4-h6#, c) 1.Rd1 nNxd1-c1 2.nRa6 nBxc6-g4#. Cleverly constructed double checks (CCF). 
F0952 (Crisan/Huber) 1...nRxf6-f5[+bPf4]+ 2.Kxe6-d5[+nBe5] nSxf5-g5[+nRd4]+ 3.Kxe5-h8 

[+nBd5] nRxd5-a8[+nBd4]#, 1...nSb3 2.Kxf4-b4[+nRe5] nBd5 3.Kxb3-a1[+nSb4] nRxd5-h1 
[+nBe5]#, 1...nSxe6-d5 [+nBd4]+ 2.Kxd4-g1 [+nBe5] nSxf4-g4 [+nRd5] 3.Kh1 nRxe5-a1 

[+nBd5]#, 1...nSxe6-d7 [+nBd4]+ 2.Kxd4-a7 [+nBe5] nRe4 3.Ka8 nRxe5-a1 [+nBe4] #.  Four 

Chameleon-echo mates in all four corners.  BK mates in all four corners, but difficult solving 
(CCF). 

 F0953 (Huber) a) 1...nLd3-g7 [+nBd1] 2.nBf3 Kxf3-c6 [+nBe3] 3.nBd4 nLxd4-b1 [+nBb4] 

4.nLxb4-a6 [+nBb1]+ Kc5#, b) 1...nBd6 2.nLbxd6-f8 [+nBb4] nBd6 3.nLxd6-a4 [+nBd1] 
nBc2 4.nLxc2-e2 [+nBa4]+ Kd4#. Echo mates. The nB is the fuel of the Locusts' engine.  Final 

position changed from horizontal to vertical. Again, hard to solve (CCF). 

F0954 (Sphicas) 1.b8=nB 2.axb8=nS (nBf8) 3.g8=nQ 4.nQxa2 (nPa7) 5.a8=nQ 6.nQxe4 

(nPe7) 7.exf8=nR+ Kxf8 (nRa1)#.  AUW+1 in miniature: BSQQR.  One of the highlights 

among the fairies, well done! (WS), Expected AUW plus one extra nQ. Good problem (CCF). 

RETROS AND PROOF GAMES 
Editor: Kostas Prentos 

Judges: Retros: Gerd Wilts, Proof Games: Gerd Wilts 

 

Paul Raican discovered that R0124, published in 2005, had no solution after -8...Pd4xPe3(Pe7) 
e.p.! -9.e2-e4 Rg2-g7!. The author’s corrected version is given without the solution. Please 

have a fresh look for cooks and the intent. 

 Two more Anti-Circe Proca retractors follow (see the definitions in SG49): R0169 is light, 
but not without surprises; R0170 is more complex - a guaranteed challenge for solvers. 

 Our regular contributor Nikolai collaborates with Andrey Frolkin for two enjoyable 

classical retros. Note that R0171 has two solutions. Andrey’s solo work uses Dead Reckoning 
logic: A position in which neither player can win with any series of legal moves is a dead 

position, and the game ends immediately. Had the position been dead one move ago, the game 

should have ended already, and the move played would have been illegal.  

 Kevin’s short PG combines two fairy conditions: in PWC (Platzwechsel Circe) a captured 

unit is reborn onto the square vacated by the capturing unit, and in Degradation any piece 

which moves onto its own Pawns’ rank (2nd or 7th rank, accordingly) instantly demotes to a 
Pawn. All other proof games in this issue are computer tested. 
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SG50 (April-June) Solutions – FAIRIES 

 
Comments from:  Radovan Tomasevic (RT), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Romuald Lazowski (RL), 

Wilfried Seehofer (WS), Jeremy Morse (JM), and C. C. Frankiss (CCF). 

 
F0928 (Tritten) 1.Rg1 c4+ 2.Kxa4 Sc5#, 1.Ra1 Rb4+ 2.Kxa6 Rb6#. Pleasant lightweight 

problem (CCF). 

F0929 (Onkoud) 1.Sc5 Kd2 2.Sxd7 d5#, 1.Bxd4+ Kc4 2.Bg1 Sf8#. Zilahi, model mates.  There 
is a not-apparent dual avoidance here (2.Sf8 not 2.Sc5) (LB), I think there are many interesting 

possibilities in Immun Chess! (WS), Easy solving (CCF). 

F0930 (Novomeski) 1.Qxb4 cxb4 2.Bxc6+ Rxc6#, 1.Bxc6+ Rxc6 2.Qd4+ cxd4#, 1.Bxa6 Sxa6 
2.Qd5+ cxd5#, 1.Kc3 Se3 2.Qd3+ Sxd3#.  Four remarkable Queen sacrifices, three of them on 

the second move (WS), Fine construction to achieve four solutions (CCF). 

F0931 (Rallo) 1.Rh2+ Kd1 2.Ke3 Rf4 3.Rxd2+ Bxd2#, 1.Se5 Ke1 2.Ke3 d1Q 3.Sf3+ Qxf3#.  I 
don’t like the repetition of 2.Ke3 (WS), Fine construction with minimal material (CCF). 

F0932 (Parrinello) 1…Rh3 2.Sxe6 Rhxg3 3.Sf8 Rg8 4.Qf4+ Kxf4#,  1…Bb3 2.Bxe6 Bxc4 

3.Bd7 Bb5 4.Qd5+ Kxd5#. Switchback, annihilation, play of black K/R battery.  Brilliant, 
perhaps one of the best problems in this section! (WS), Release of white pinned units to clear 

lines and allow the bR/bK battery to fire (CCF). 

F0933 (Foster) 1.Bf2 Rg5+ 2.Kf4 Bf5 3.Ke3 Bg6 4.Bf3+ Rg4#, 1.e3 Bf8 2.Bf3+ Kh6 3.Ke4 
Bg7 4.Bf4+ Rg5# Echo mates. An incredible echo, this is a work of art! (WS), Chameleon echo 

selfmates (CCF). 

F0934 (Sobrecases) 1.e8=S! b5 2.Sd6 cxd6 3.c7 d5 4.c8=B!! (4.c8=Q? d4 5.Qh8#) 4...d4 
5.Bd7!! tempo (5.Bb7? d3 6.Bxg2#) 5…d3 6.Bc8! tempo switchback 6…d2 7.Rc4+!! Kg3 

8.Sg4!! d1=Q#.  Sacrifice of a promoted unit, tempi-switchback of a promoted unit, underpro-

motions, line clearance, specific try play.  Good tempo play (RL), I liked the forced promotion 
to wB, but the play was not very exciting (CCF). 

F0935 (Kotesovec) 1.Bd5! h5 2.f4 h4 3.f5 d6 4.Bf3 d5 5.f6 d4 6.f7 d3 7.f8R d2 8.Re8 d1R#. 

(2…d6 3.f5 h4 4.Bf3, 1…d6 2.f4 h5 3.f5 h4 4.Bf3).  2x Excelsior with promotions to Rooks, 

mate with (exact) promotion of black Pawn is impossible in orthodox chess.  White forces 

Black to an excelsior with Rook promotion (WS), The promotions to R are both cleverly forced 

(CCF). 
F0936 (Sobrecases) 1.Sg3 Rh8 2.Sh1 Rxh1 3.gxh1=S!! Bh7 4.Sg3 Bb1 5.Sf5! Bxf5 6.Kg2 Bb1 

7.axb1=S!! Kf6 8.Sc3 Ke7 9.Sd5+ Kc6! 10.Sf6! Kb5 11.Se8 dxe8=B! 12.Kh1 Bc6#.  Remark-

able concept for a problem and difficult to solve (CCF). 
F0937 (Geissler/Müller) 1. Kh2 2. Kh3 Sg5+ 3. Kg4 4. Kh5 5. Kh6 Sf7+ 6. Kg7 7. Kg8 Sh6+ 

8. Kf8 9. Ke8 10. Kd7 11. Ke6 12. Kd5 13. Kc4 b5+ 14. Kc3 b4+ 15. Kc2 b3+ 16.Kc1 b2+ 17. 

Kd2 b1=S+ 18. Kd3 19. Kc4 Sd2+ 20. Kb5 21. Kb6 Sc4+ 22. Ka7 23.Ka8  Sb6+ 24. Ka7 Sc8+ 
25. Ka6 26. Ka5 27. Kb4 28. Kc3 29. Kd3 30. Ke4 Sd6+ 31. Kf4 32. Kg5 Se4+ 33. Kh4 Sf5+ 

34.Kh3 Sg5+ 35.Kh2 Sf3+ 36.Kh1 Sg3# (32…Shf7, Sdf7+ 33. Kh4 Sf5+ 34. Kh3 Sg5+ 35. 

Kh2 Sf3+ 36. Kh1 Sg3#; 19… Sa3+ 20. Kc5 21. Kb6 Sc4+ 22. Ka7 etc).  This problem has 
overwhelmed me with no dual solutions (RT), This extends and improves on previous checking 

zigzags with the same force by D.H. Hersom (1937) and C. Poisson (2001, e.g. F0235) (JM).  

F0938 (Gandev) 1…LOxg5-h5 2.LIg5 LOxg5-f53, 1.Qg2+ LOxg2-h1 2.LIg2 LOxg2-f3#, 
1.Qg3+ LOxg3-h3 2.Ke4 LOxd6-d7#, 1.Qd2+ LOxd2-d1 2.LId2 LOxd2-d3#. Good fairy prob-

lem (RL), Set play similar to actual play. Ingenious (CCF). 

F0939 (Feather) 1.Bd2 CGh7+ 2.Kb1 LEg6#, 1.Rc2 CGd8+ 2.Kd1 LEd7#.   
F0940 (Feather) 1.Kc6 Gxg3(Bd3) 2.Bb5 Rd6#, 1.Kc4 Gxd1(Gd3) 2.Gb5 Rd4#, 1.Ke5 

Gxf1(Bd3) 2.Be4 Rd5#.  Three brilliant echo mates and a good use of the fairy condition (WS), 

Clever use of this condition (CCF). 
F0941 (Sobrecases) Retro: The last White move is 0.RJh8, taking the power of a Bishop (pa-

trolling the WRa1): 1.RJe4! (taking the power of a Bishop) 1…Ra8!! 2.RJa4! RJh4#, 1.RJd5! 
RJd4!! 2.RJc4! Rc1#.   

F0942 (Kotesovec) 1…Bd3 2.Ge5 Rb6 3.f6 Gf7#, 1…Gh5 2.Ke4 Ge8 3.Gf5 Bg2#. A new idea 

- "magnified echo"  - two mating positions with seven pieces (white Rook, Bishop, Knight and 
Grasshopper, black King, Grasshopper and Pawn f6/f7) have the same shape, but the second 

mating position is magnified in ratio = square root 2.  Attractive play (CCF). 
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SG50 (April-June) Solutions – RETROS & PROOF GAMES 

 
Comments from: Author (A), Radovan Tomasevic (RT), Ryan McCracken (RM), Ladislav 

Belcsak (LB), Hans Nieuwhart (HN), Romuald Lazowski (RL), and C. C. Frankiss (CCF) 

 
R0160 (Raican/Crisan) Diagram error - The black King should be on d8 (not on e8).  Retract: -

1.Kg2-h3 Rd3-d6+ -2.Rh4xRh5(+bRa8,-wRa8) Rh8-h5+ -3.Rh2xRh4(+bRh8,-bRh8) Rh3-h4+ 

-4.g3-g4 Rh4-h3+ -5.g4-g5 Rh5-h4+ -6.g5-g6 Rh6-h5+ -7.g6-g7 Rh7-h6+ -8.Kg1-g2 Bc1-e3+ 
-9.Qe5xRh8(+bRh8,-wQh8)  & 1.Rb2+ Rxh1(+wSb1,-bQb1)#.  A highly specific and difficult 

idea: the bK stands on the rebirth square of the bQ, who is on the rebirth square of the wS. In 

the forward play, Qb1 is threatened and has no flight, so the only defense, preventing the 
King’s assassination, is her suicide. The black Rooks appear on the h file by Circe Assassin 

specific uncaptures, also showing neat dual avoidances, namely -2.Rh2xRh5(+bRa8,-wRa8)? 

or -2.Rh4xRh5(+bRa8,-wQa8)?. Thematic content: Three suicides, two in the retro play 
(wRa8: passive - wQe5: active) and one in the forward play (bQb1: passive) - The same black 

Rook visits 3 corners (a8, h8 and h1) - Active self-blocks of bQb1 in the retro play (bRd3, 

bBc1). A real Circe Assassin show! (A). 
R0161 (Liskovets) I. 1...Bc2 2.Sxc2 Rxd4 3.0-0-0! Rc4# II. 1...Bd1 2.Rxd1 Rxa3 3.0-0-0! 

Rc3#. Due to wPe2, g2 and bPb7, d7, g7, h7, the white Bishop must be promoted (on e8, or g8 

via f7). So, castling is illegal, if the wB remains on the board and these pawns occupy their 
initial squares. Castling becomes legal, according to the consequent rules, when one of these 

conditions no longer exists. Retro motivated active sacrifices of the wB. Model mates by the wR 

on different squares (A), Fairly straightforward (CCF). 
R0162 (Crusats/Frolkin) Try: -1.Sg5-h7? Rh7-g7 -2.Bg4-h5 & 1.Rxh7# but -1…Bh7-g8! Solu-

tion: retract: -1.Rc8-b8 Rb8-a8 -2.Kc2xRd2 Rd1-d2+ -3.Kb3-c2 Ra8-b8+ -4.Kc2xPb3 b4-b3+ -

5.Kc1-c2 Rd2-d1+ -6.Rb8-c8 b5-b4 -7.Bg4-h5 b7-b5 (-7....b6-b5 -8.Bh5-g4 b7-b6 -9.Sg5-h7 
Rh7-g7 -10.Bg4-h5 & 1.Rxh7#) -8.Kc2-c1 Rd1-d2+ -9.Kb1-c2 Rd2-d1+ -10.Bh5-g4 Rc2-d2 -

11.Kc1-b1 Rd2-c2+ and now the main plan works: -12.Sg5-h7 Rh7-g7 (now -12....Bh7-g8 is 

illegal) -13.Bg4-h5 & 1.Rxh7#.  Single line dual-free Proca retractor with logical play. Black 
is in retro-stalemate. The main plan enables two retractions, one being a refutation. White 

needs a fore-plan to illegalize the refutation move while keeping black in retro-stalemate (A). 

R0163 (Beluhov) The position is legal and mate. Retract: -1.Qb4xQc3+ e5-e4 -2.Se4-d2 Qb3-

c3+ 3.Sc3-e4+ d6-d5 -4.Bf3-b7 d7-d6 -5.Be2-f3 e6-e5 -6.Bf1-e2 e7-e6 -7.e2-e3 Qh6-c1 -8.f6-

f7 Qh1-h6 -9.f5-f6 h2-h1Q -10.f4-f5 h3-h2 -11.h2xBg3 Bh4-g3 -12.f3-f4 g3-g2 -13.Bg2-f1. 

The last 25 single moves are exactly determined, except for the order of the black Pawns’ 
retraction in moves 4-6 (A), The wB must hurry and bury itself to provide the requisite shield 

(RM), Very enjoyable classical retro (LB).  

R0164 (Beluhov) Diagram error - The piece on a1 should be a black Queen, not a Knight.  
Tries: -1.Bf4-g3 h3-h2 -2.g4-g5 h4-h3 -3.Bh6-f4 h5-h4 -4.Bf8-h6 h6-h5 -5.f7-f8B h7-h6 -6.f6-

f7, or -1.Se4-c5 h3-h2 -2.Sf6-e4 h4-h3 -3.Sh7-f6 h5-h4 -4.Sf8-h7 h6-h5 -5.f7-f8S h7-h6 -6.f6-

f7 are one move too slow. Solution: retract: -1.Be1-g3 h3-h2 -2.Bb4-e1 Rb8-b7 -3.Sb7-c5+ 
Bc5-b6 -4.Sb6-c8+ Rf8-b8 -5.g4-g5 Rf3-f8 -6.g3-g4 Rc3-f3 -7.g2-g3 Rc4-c3 -8.Bd2-b4 Rb4-

c4+ -9.Bh6-d2 h4-h3 -10.Bf8-h6 h5-h4 -11.f7-f8B h6-h5 -12.f6-f7 h7-h6 -13.f5-f6 f6xBe5 -

14.B~-e5 f7-f6 -15.Re5-d5 d5-d4. In order to provide the extra move, white must confine both 
of his mobile pieces (A), The uncaging of the Rook doesn't seem as if it should save Black a 

tempo later on, but it does (RM), Beluhov is clearly a talented composer to have composed 

these two difficult retros (CCF). 
P0263 (Zgersky/Ubaidullaev) 1.e4 h5 2.e5 h4 3.e6 fxe6 4.d4 Kf7 5.d5 Kg6 6.Qh5+ Kxh5 7.d6 

g6 8.dxc7 Bg7 9.cxb8Q Qb6 10.Qd6 Qc5 11.Qd1#.  Home-base mate by a Pronkin Queen.  A 

straightforward example of the Phoenix theme (CCF). 
P0264 (Heinonen) 1.a4 b5 2.axb5-b4 g5 3.Rxa7-a6 Bh6 4.Rxh6-g7 d6 5.Rxh7-h5 Bh3 6.Rxg5-

g4 e6 7.Rxg8-e7+ Kf8 8.Rxc7-c5 Rh5 9.Rxh5-a5 Sd7 10.Rxa8-a1 Qa5 11.bxa5-a2 Sc5.  
White's initial position (A). Radovan Tomasevic has found a cook: 1.a4 b5 2.a4xb5-b4 a6 

3.Rxa6-a5 g5 4.Rxg5-g4 d6 5.Rxg8-h6 Ra6 6.Rxh7-h5 Bh3 7.Rxh8-g8 e6 8.Rxf8-e7+ Kf8 

9.Rxc7-c6 Sd7 10.Rxa6-a1 Qa5 11.b4xa5-a2 Sc5.  
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R0124 (v) Wolfgang Dittmann
Germany

-11 & #1     (Proca)      (5+9)
Anti-Circe
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R0169 Paul Raican
Romania

-6 & s#1     (Proca)      (7+1)
Anti-Circe
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R0170 Günther Weeth
Germany

-12 & #1    (Proca)   (11+13)
Anti-Circe
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R0171 Nikolai I. Beluhov 
& Andrey Frolkin
Bulgaria/Ukraine

Last Move?              (10+13)
2 solutions
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R0172 Andrey Frolkin 
& Nikolai I. Beluhov 

Ukraine/Bulgaria

Release the position    (12+13)
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R0173 Andrey Frolkin
Ukraine

dedicated to A. Buchanan

Last 17 single moves? (11+15)
Dead Reckoning
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P0281 Kevin Begley
Elk Grove, CA

PG 7                        (16+16)
Degradation, PWC
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P0283 Paul Monsky
Waltham, MA

PG 17½                   (14+14) 
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P0284 Paul Monsky
Waltham, MA

PG 17½                   (16+15) 
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P0285 Silvio Baier
Germany

PG 20                       (13+15) 
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P0286 James Soliman
Fountain Valley, CA

PG 24                      (12+14) 
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P0282 Ryan McCracken
Albuquerque, NM

for Diane

PG 11                        (14+8) 
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Name C/O from SG49 SG50 Total Needed for Ascent(s) C/O to Leg 23

Leg 22 (A) Score (B) Score (C) A+B+C Ascent Received Leg 24 Totals

Romuald Lazowski (M3) 743 461 464.5 1668.5 890 1 778.5 925.5

Radovan Tomasevic (M27) 1235.5 389 445.5 2070 890 2 290 834.5

C.C. Frankiss (M21) 757.5 375 411.5 1544 890 1 654 786.5

Hans Nieuwhart (A1) 462 335 416.5 1213.5 890 1 323.5 751.5

Ladislav Belcsak (M15) 606.5 339 291 1236.5 890 1 346.5 630

Christopher Myers (E3) 155 313 255 723 890 723 568

David Moulton (M13) 862 288.5 265 1415.5 890 1 525.5 553.5

P.H. van der Laan (E8) 572.5 236.5 243.5 1052.5 890 1 162.5 480

Wilfried Seehofer (A1) 632.5 0 347.5 980 890 1 90 347.5

Barry Keith (M10) 227.5 163.5 172 563 890 563 335.5

Gabriel Balinth (E6) 766.5 163.5 166.5 1096.5 890 1 206.5 330

Jeremy Morse (E4) 109 99 93 301 890 301 192

Ryan McCracken (E4) 278 84 56 418 890 418 140

Bob Bua (A1) 574 44 67 685 890 685 111

Matthew  Dickey (E7) 203 0 91 294 890 294 91

Frank Lee (A2) 608.5 50 0 658.5 890 658.5 50

Renato Casalino (A2) 372 0 28 400 890 400 28

Wolfgang Dittmann 35 7 0 42 890 42 7

Leg 23 table

StrateGems 1st Miniature #2 Tourney Award 
by Robert Lincoln 

 
I was pleased to obtain such a vast response to this initial StrateGems Minia-

ture Tourney. Many positions that were not honored might have done well in 
other contests.  Those composers are of course free to submit them else-
where.  

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdw1wdw]
[wdwdw$QI]
[dwdwHwGw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwGwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0kdwdwdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdw4wdwd]
[dwdRdP)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw$wdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[!wdRdwdw]
[KHkdwdwd]
[dwdw1wdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Prize
Victor Aberman
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

2nd Prize
Dimitry Turevski
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

3rd Prize
D. Turevski & D. Zhilko
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

4th Prize
Valery Gorbunov
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

1st Prize - Victor Aberman  There was little doubt about the First Prize win-
ner.  Severe technical difficulties were overcome.  Four captures of BQ cause 

numerous pitfalls, particularly unprovided check and flight-taking keys.  Here 
they are avoided and a host of reasonable tries flourish.  1.Sd7? (zz) Qf7!,  
1.Rf7? (2.Qg7/Qh7#) Qxg5+!,  1.Qe8+? Qxe8!, 1.Bf4? (zz) Qxf6!, 1.Qf7? 
(2.Sg6#) Qxf7!;  The sly 1.Bh4! (zz) clinches.  Main variations are 1...Qf8+ 
2.Rxf8#, 1...Qf7 2.Sxf7, 1...Qg7+ 2.Qxg7#, 1...Qh7+ 2.Qxh7#, and 1...Qxf6 
2.Bxf6#.   A worthy achievement.  
2nd Prize - Dimitry Turevski  Originality of idea with inspired key earns this 
problem high distinction.  1.Bd6! (zz) gathers up the doomed BP thrice after 

1...axb4 2.Rxb4#, 1...Kb6 2.bxa5#, and 1...Ka4 2.Qa5#.  An extra wrinkle of 
1...a4 2.Qb7# is equally convincing.  

nNnN
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P0265 (Parrinello/Prentos) 1.f3 Sc6 2.Kf2 Sd4 3.Kg3 Sxe2+ 4.Kg4 Sg3 5.hxg3 Rb8 6.Rh6 Ra8 

7.Rb6 axb6 8.Qe2 Ra5! 9.Qa6 Ra3 10.bxa3 h6 11.Bb2 Rh7 12.Bf6 Rh8 13.Sc3 Rh7 14.Re1 
Rh8 15.Re6 dxe6 16.Sge2 Qd3 17.Sd4 Qh7 18.Se4 Kd7! 19.Bb5+ Kd8 20.Be8 Bd7 21.c3 Bc8 

22.Sc6 The tries 8…Ra3? and 18…Kd8? would leave bRh8 and bBc8, respectively, on the 

wrong squares.  Black needs to lose a tempo twice (8…Ra5 and 18…Kd7), whereas three dif-
ferent black pieces (Ra8, Rh8, Bc8) kill time by oscillation. Ten of Black's 21 moves are losses 

of tempo [by four different pieces] (RM), Both the composers and the solver try to figure out 

how to make black lose a tempo in two different places. It's always pleasant when the solver's 
concern coincides with the composer's (LB), Six!! tempo-moves (HM), Waiting moves by both 

bRs, bB, and bK. Excellent construction to achieve this and not easy to solve (CCF). 

P0266 (Ubaidullaev) 1.Sc3 e5 2.Sd5 Bb4 3.Se7 Bc3 4.dxc3 h5 5.Qd4 Rh6 6.Qg4 Ra6 7.Bh6 
Ra4 8.Rd1 a5 9.Rd6 Ra6 10.Re6 Rd6 11.Sf3 b6 12.Sd2 Bb7 13.Sb1 Bf3 14.exf3 Rdd4 15.f4 d6 

16.Qd1 Sd7 17.Be2 Sdf6 18.Bf3 Qd7 19.Sf5+ Kd8 20.Sg3 c5 21.Se2 c4 22.Sg1 Re4+.  After 

screening on e7 against check, wSb1 must return home. However, it turns out that e7 is closer 
to g1 than b1; so the other knight goes to b1 when time permits, to clear g1 for its sibling.  

Replacement of white Knights and Rundlauf white Queen. A perfect problem. However, I think 

the last move of black is unnecessary (RT), Nice problem with anticipatory shield, N swit-
charoonie, and triangular Q Rundlauf. Looks sound to me (RM), White Knight-switch after 

blocking (HM), Attractive problem. Congratulations to the composer (RL), Switch of two wSs 

cleverly forced (CCF). 
P0267 (Donati/Heimo/Norri) 1.a4 a5 2.Ra3 Ra6 3.Rf3 Rg6 4.Rf6 gxf6 5.b4 Bh6 6.b5 Be3 7.f4 

Ba7 8.b6 Sa6 9.bxa7 b6 10.Kf2 Bb7 11.Ke3 Bf3 12.gxf3 Qa8 13.Bh3 Qe4+ 14.fxe4 Sh6 

15.Sf3 Rgg8 16.Qg1 Rf8 17.Qg4 Sg8 18.Qe6 fxe6 19.Rg1 Kf7 20.Rg5 Ra8 21.Rd5 exd5 
22.Be6+ Ke8 23.f5 Sb8. In order to vacate a8 for the queen, bRa8 takes an eventful round trip. 

Brilliant!! (RM), Highly enjoyable Rundlauf (LB), King and Knight switchback, also Rook after 

a long journey (HM), Rundlauf by bR and three switchbacks by bK and two bSs, all resulting 
from the need for the bQ to reach e4 in two moves via a8. Excellent problem (CCF). 

P0268 (Soliman) 1.Sc3 f5 2.Sd5 f4 3.Sxe7 f3 4.Sd5 Qf6 5.Sc3 Be7 6.Sb1 Qc3 7.Sh3 Sf6 8.Sg5 
0-0 9.Sxh7 Re8 10.Sg5 Sh7 11.Sh3 Bf6 12.Sg1 Re3 13.fxe3 d5 14.Kf2 Bg4 15.Kg3 f2 16.Kf4 

Bf3 17.Kf5 Sc6 18.Ke6 Re8+ 19.Kd7 Re6 20.Kc8 b5 21.Kb7 Kh8 22.Ka6 Sb4+ 23.Ka5 

Sxa2+. The white Knights capture one Pawn each and return home; then the King enters.  
Double S grab followed by King journey. Bc8 must travel through g4 to expedite the Ra8 get-

ting out (RM), Unexpectedly the errand to capture black's two Pawns is too much for either 

Knight, so each must venture out on his own and then return. Enjoyable solving (LB), Another 
Knight switchback, but cleverly hidden (HM), Both wSs advance to make a single Pawn cap-

ture and return to base, then the wK takes a long walk to a5. Well constructed (CCF). 

P0269 (Baier) 1.a4 c5 2.a5 c4 3.a6 c3 4.axb7 a5 5.h4 a4 6.h5 Ra5 7.h6 Sa6 8.hxg7 h5 9.b8R h4 
10.Rb3 Rhh5 11.Rba3 Rhc5 12.b4 e5 13.b5 Ke7 14.b6 Kf6 15.b7 Se7 16.g8R d5 17.Rg3 Bf5 

18.Rgh3 Kg5 19.R3h2 h3 20.g4 Kh4 21.g5 Sc8 22.g6 Be7 23.g7 Qf8 24.g8R Bd8 25.Rgg2 

Bg6 26.b8R f5 27.Rb2 Rab5 28.R3a2.  Fourfold Rundlauf with promotions to rooks (A) Com-
pare with P1080465 (Per Olin) in PDB: http://www.softdecc.com/pdb/index.pdb .  Effortless 

sequencing of the four promoted Rooks (RM), As the four wPs make four moves each, it is not 

difficult to work out the move order. Well constructed though (CCF). 

StrateGems Solving Ladder 2010, Leg 23 
By Danny L. Dunn 

 

Leg 23 incorporates points from SG49 and SG50 to which the carry-over points from Leg 22 

are added.  Eighteen solvers sent in solutions and nine solvers received assents which are 

shown in bold type.  Hans Nieuwhart and Wilfried Seehofer received their first StrateGems 

assent.  As always the carry-over points from Leg 23 will be added to Leg 24.  Unfortunately, 

Radovan Tomašević’s SG47 solutions were misplaced and this is the reason for his large 
number of carry-over points. 

 Since we have several new solvers, a reminder that all solutions except #2s must include at 

least one line of play.  Tries do not need to be listed. Giving only the key move is acceptable 
only for #2s.  In addition, be careful of your chess notation. I always give credit for obvious 

mistakes, but sometimes it’s a difficult call.  It bothers me that someone might not get credit 

for a problem that they worked hard to solve just because of a typo. 
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the thematic mix whether they promote or not. So, defending BP’s should be 
treated likewise.  

6th Honorable Mention - Robert Woodworth A conspicuous 1.Qg2! 
(2.Qxg7#) begins the action. Apparent offshoots are tallied 1...Bh6 2.Rxh6#, 
1...Bxf6 2.Bxf6#, and 1...Bf8 2.Rxf8#. Nothing complicated here, but those 
dual flight squares seem a beneficial asset. 

W________w
[wirdNdwd]
[dw$w)wdR]
[wIwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[NIwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdw$]
[$wdBiwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwGwdwi]
[dw$wdwgw]
[wdwdw$wd]
[dwdwdKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdQdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdKdwdwd]
[)rdRdwdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th Honorable Mention
Dimitri Turevski
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

5th Honorable Mention
Y. Fokin
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

6th Honorable Mention
Robert Woodworth
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

Commendation
S. Dietrich & O.Mihalco
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

Commendation - Stephen Dietrich & Otto Mihalco There is no collabora-
tion here. Each composer independently designed, with minor differences, the 

well-known “BR cross.”  1.Rc7! (zz) effectively secures the trap for 1...Rxc7+ 
2.Sxc7#, 1...Rb8+ 2.axb8Q#, 1...Rxa7 2.Rxa7#, and 1...Rxb6 2.Sxb6#. 

W________w
[wdw$n$wd]
[dwdwiwHw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdbd]
[Iwdw$Bir]
w--------w

W________w
[kHbdwdwd]
[Hwdw$wdw]
[PIwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdKdkdwd]
[dBdwdwdw]
[wdR4w!wd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Dimitri Grichenko
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

Commendation
František Sabol
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (4+3)

Commendation
Walter Diaz
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                           (5+2)

Commendation - Dimitri Grichenko The sheer audacity of 1.Qa7+! truly 
impressed me. 1...Sc7+ is lifted off 2.Qxc7#. Remaining captures involve a 

neat reciprocal Zilahi through 1...Kxd8 2.Rfxe8# and 1...Kxf8 2.Rdxe8#. 
Commendation - František Sabol A give-and-take 1.Qe2! (2.Qxg2#) untan-
gles the mess. Permutations are tabulated 1...Rh2 2.Bxg2#, 1...B~ 2.B(x)h3#, 
and 1...Bxf1 2.Rxf1#. One credible try can be mentioned where 1.Qg5? 

(2.Qxg2#) bags 1...Kf2 2.Qe3#, but 1...Rh2!  
Commendation - Walter Diaz Here a BBx3 matrix is developed minus the 
WQ. 1.Sac6? (2.Ra7#) gets interrupted 1...Bd7! Correct is 1.Re8! (zz) which 
spawns 1...B~ 2.S(x)d7#, 1...Bb7 2.axb7#, 1...Bxa6 2.Sxa6#, and 1...Kxb8 

2.Rxc8#. 
 My own original was made to show BRx4 without using a battery or pro-
motions. The humble 1.e6! (2.Qf7#) subdues 1...Rxc6+ 2.Bxc6#, 1...Rd7 
2.exd7#, 1...Rd8+ 2.Qxd8#, and 1...Rxe6 2.Rxe6#.        

StrateGems 2nd Miniature #2 Tourney Announcement 
 
Theme: In the post-key play, two different White units mate on the same 
square. The examples show the theme doubled with a waiting and threat 

keys. Doubling, although desirable, is not required. 
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3rd Prize - Dimitri Turevski & Dimitri Zhilko   The layout of may look famil-
iar, but I have never seen this specific interpretation. Four grabs of that woe-

begone BR are accomplished without duals.  As expected, those onrushing 
WP’s score twice over.  1.Ka6! (2.Rxd8#) prepares for 1...Rc8 (or 1...Rxd7) 
2.R(x)c8#, 1...Re8 2.fxe8Q#, 1...Rf8 2.gxf8#, 1...Rg8 2.fxg8Q#, and 1...Rh8 
2.gxh8Q#.  1...Kb8 allows the threat to proceed.  There’s yet another gimmick 
on 1...Rb8 2.Ra7#.  Quite a demonstration! 
4th Prize - Valery Gorbunov  This problem sports a daring concept − a mid-
board target and four BQ removals. This time unprovided checks can be read-
ily forgiven.  1.Sc4! (2.Sxe5#) issues a spoof threat and the bases are covered 

adroitly by 1...Qb5+ 2.axb5#, 1...Qa5+ 2.Sxa5#, 1...Qd6 2.Qxd6#, and 1...Qc7 
2.Qxc7#.  Yes, there are some multiples, but they are of little consequence. 

W________w
[wdRdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw!wdw]
[wGwdwdNd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdndwdK]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdkd]
[$wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwgKdN]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwH]
[dwdQdw0w]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)wI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwIwd]
[$wdwdQdw]
[RdwdPdwi]
[dwdwdwhw]
w--------w

5th Prize
Michael McDowell
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

1st Honorable Mention
Michael McDowell
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (4+3)

2nd Honorable Mention
Miro Sitvek
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

3rd Honorable Mention
Yoel Aloni
SG 1st #2 Mini Tourney

#2                           (5+2)

5th Prize - Michael McDowell An exceedingly arduous secondary threat 
mechanism is brought off very cleanly. A nonchalant 1.Be1! (zz) waits for 

committal. 1...Sb2 opens the floodgates to 2.Rc3/Qe3/Sf2#. However, the 
other arrivals demand strict, unique answers.  On 1...Sc3, only 2.Rxc3# suf-
fices, 1...Se3 allows but 2.Qxe3#, and 1...Sf2+ requires 2.Sxf2#.  This scheme, 
where one move lets in multiple replies and then allots them individually is 

called the Kuzhaev theme.  Well done. 
1st Honorable Mention - Michael McDowell  A similar structure to the pre-
vious problem. A promising 1.Ra4+? returns 1...f4 2.Rxf4# and 1...Kf3 
2.Qf4#, but 1...Bb4!  1.Rh3! (zz) has a tripartite (2.Qh4/Rg3/Sf2#) upon ran-

dom BB departures. They are forced discretely upon 1...Bh4 2.Qxh4#, 1...Bg3 
2.Rxg3#, and 1...Bf2 2.Sxf2#. Also, a bonus option happens when 2.Qh5# 
trumps 1...f4. This procedure goes under the label “Secondary Fleck.”  
2nd Honorable Mention - Miro Sitvek Interesting tries enhance this entry. 

1...Kh7! repels doubled threats of 1.Qf7? (2.Qg6/Qh5#) or 1.Rh1? (2.Kg4/ 
Kg3#). 1.Qd3? (Sf7/Qg6#) is spoiled by 1...g5+!. A proper 1.Rg1! (2.Qxg7#) 
trounces the BP one-two push 1...g6 2.Rxg6# and 1...g5+ 2.fxg5#. 
3rd Honorable Mention - Yoel Aloni Here, the flagrant 1...Sh3+ is a serious 

drawback.  Nevertheless, absorbing changed play easily compensates.  1.Ra1? 
(zz) puts the boot to 1...Sh3+ 2.Qxh3# and 1...Sxe2+ 2.Qxe2#, but 1...Sxf3!  
1.Qf1! (zz) redirects the action to 1...Sh3+ 2.Rxh3#, 1...Sxe2+ 2.Rxe2#, and 
1...Sf3 2.exf3#.  2.Rh3# gets reprised as a pin mate against 1...Kh1. 

4th Honorable Mention - Dimitri Turevski Although the solution stands out, 
it is still an imaginative approach to procuring the valued four-way demolition 
of BR. 1.Rh8! (zz) promptly fetches 1...Rd8 2.exd8Q, 1...Rxe8 2.Rxe8#, 
1...Rxc7 2.Sxc7#, and 1...Ka8 2.Rxc8.   

5th Honorable Mention - Y. Fokin Assistance is needed from the WS to crack 
black defenses. Errant paths are 1.Sc3? (zz) Kd2! and 1.Sc5? (zz) exd1Q!  
1.Sb2! (zz) has it right with 1...exd1Q 2.Rxd1#, 1...Kf1 2.Bxe2#, and 1...Kd2 
2.Rex2#. It is arguable that 2.Rxd1# is not a valid line as the Pawn just con-

verted. This doesn’t bother me since checkmating WP’s are counted as part of  
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Style is a well understood term. Problemists are familiar with various schools 
of stylistic thought. The studies genre has its schools, too; "analytical", "logi-

cal", "romantic", etc.  As a judge, I do not exclude any style as "not to my 
tastes". All styles satisfying the four important criteria are valid. 
      When judging a study, I do not award points in each of some set of cate-
gories. Instead, I try to gain an overall artistic impression. My views on sys-

tems of judging that award points are in agreement with those expressed by 
the great Genrikh Kasparyan in his article "You Don't Need Formulae", EG 
No.43. I cannot state the case against point systems better than he did. 
      Finally, one thing I try to do is deconstruct a study. I take it apart in an 

effort to understand the process the composer went through to make it. Only 
then can I know if the composer found the best setting; if he squeezed out all 
the thematic play possible with the given material, or if he missed something.  
A study's quality of construction is a consequence of the composer's tech-

nique. It cannot be assessed accurately by judges who do not compose.  Only 
a judge who has acquired his own good technique has any chance of under-
standing the application of technique by others. 
      Now to the award. Twenty studies were published in 2009. This is a 

rather small number of studies for a tourney. Additionally, the average quality 
of the studies was disappointing. I am led to question the wisdom of the deci-
sion to go to yearly study tourneys. It may be better to stay with two year 
tourneys. 

      I eliminated several studies from consideration due to their lack of dis-
cernible theme. They would be more at home in a practical endgame manual.  
Several more were eliminated because their thematic content was scanty for 
the amount of material employed. It was clear to me that some of this mate-

rial could have been eliminated while increasing thematic content had suffi-
cient technique been brought to bear. A few studies demonstrated ideas I 
have seen many times before and in better settings. One study was published 
already in another magazine.  

 Now with the wheat separated from the chaff, I propose the following 
ranking: 

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤W¤»¥
¢£¤£¤£¤£¼¥
¢¤£¤¹¤£¤2¥
¢£¤£¤£¤»¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£º£¥
¢£¤£¤£¤Y¤¥
¢¤£¤0¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

Prize    
Franjo Vrabec
StrateGems 2009

Win                         (4+5)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤2¤Y¤£¤¥
¢1£¤£¤£¤m¥
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤¹¤£¤£ª£¥
¢£¤£¼£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤»¼£¤£¥
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

1st Honorable Mention
Iuri Akobia
StrateGems 2009

Draw                        (4+5)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤¹ª£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤£¬£¤£¤¥
¢¼£¤£1«¤£¥
¢»X£¤£¤£¤¥
¢3£¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

2nd Honorable Mention
Janos Mikitovics
StrateGems 2009

Win                         (4+5)

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£¬£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤»¤£¤£¥
¢£¤£¼£¤£¤¥
¢¤»¤¹¤«¤£¥
¢£H»ª£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤0¤2¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

1st Commendation
Harold van der Heijden
StrateGems 2009 

Win         BTM         (4+7)

Prize - (Franjo Vrabec - E0168) This is by far the best study in the tourney.  
Its capture-free solution conceals a number of tactical tricks. Lured by its 

innocent looking starting position, I attempted to solve it. I missed completely 
Black's subtle 3rd rank defense 5.Rf6! The meat of the study is the exact path 
of the white King starting at move 5. Each correct move of the white King 
either avoids some pitfall or taps a new resource. Solution: 1.d6 Ra2 
(1...Rxg3 2.Rf5+ Kg6 3.Rd5 +-) 2.d7 Ra8 3.Re7! (3.Rg7? Ra6! 4.Rg5+ (4.d8Q 
Rd6+ 5.Qxd6 stalemate) 4...hxg5 5.d8Q h6 =) 3...Rd8 4.Rg7 Rf8 (4...Rg8 
5.Kd2 Rxg7 6.d8Q +-) 5.Kc2! (5.Ke2?(Kd2?) Rf6! 6.Rg6 (6.Re7 Rd6 =) 6...hxg6 

7.d8Q g5 8.Qxf6 stalemate) 5...Rf2+ (5...Rf6 6.Re7! Rd6 7.Re5+ Kg6 8.Re6+  
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwipdw]
[wGwdpdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[KdkHwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwgwdQ$]
[dwdwdwGw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

A R. Lincoln, Fun with
Chess Miniatures 1996

B R. Lincoln
Original

#2                       (4+3) #2                       (5+2)

A 1.Qh1! (zz), 1...f2 2.Bc1#, 1...Kd2 
2.Qc1#, 1...Kf2 2.Rxf3#, 1...Ke4 

2.Qxf3#, 1...e1Q 2.Qxe1#. B 1.Qe8! 
(2.Se6#), 1...Bc7 2.Qe6#, 1...Be7 
2.Rc6#, 1...Kc7 2.Qc6# 
Judge: R.Lincoln. Due date July, 31, 

2011. Send entries by email to: 
linker91@hotmail.com 

StrateGems 2009 Studies Award 
by Richard Becker 

 
Before I present the award, I wish to explain some of my views on study com-

position.  To problemists, I think these views will seem entirely standard, and 
their mention here unnecessary.  I ask problemists to forgive me if my dis-
course seems pedantic. They must understand that my views are a bit hereti-
cal to many study judges, solvers, and enthusiasts. 

 The studies genre is considered universally to exist in a unique place be-
tween problem composition and OTB chess. It bridges these two otherwise 
separate chess domains. Not surprisingly, studies are the most popular type 
of composition for most chess players. Analyzing a study is not different from 

analyzing an OTB game. I do not dispute these facts, but I strongly assert 
that good study composition is very much closer to problem composition than 
to OTB chess. All the important criteria for problems apply to studies. The 
four most important criteria are soundness, thematical content, economy, 

and originality. 
      Many of the qualities in studies favored by some judges will not be men-
tioned or even considered by me in this award. The notion of "struggle" is 
often cited in the award reports of other judges. Certainly the struggle be-

tween players is the compelling attraction of OTB chess. I am concerned with 
struggle and related notions such as tension and Black counter play only in 
so far as they may relate to the theme of a study. I am only really concerned 
with the artistic expression of theme. I do not regard a study as an idealized 

form of an actual chess game. 
      I will not attempt here to define theme.  Let me note only that I prefer a 
definition with wide latitude. 
 One example of theme among the many possible is the repetition in a so-

lution of some element or motif. This repetition may occur consecutively in 
one line or concurrently in two or more lines. That studies should have one 
main line is, I believe, a false notion. It is acceptable, even desirable, for stud-
ies to have multiple thematic lines. 

      There are some qualities peculiar to studies. An important example is 
"flow" in a solution. I do not define flow here except to say that its antithesis 
is a solution burdened with copious amounts of supporting analysis. Such 
analysis is especially tedious if it is long, incomprehensible, and dualistic. I 

consider the criteria of flow versus tedium to be of secondary importance.  
Sometimes a composer must suffer some analysis in order to secure an eco-
nomical setting or to connect together two parts of a study. I will not penalize 

a study severely for having necessary analysis or a lack of flow. Difficulty is 
not a defect and studies are not drainage pipes. 
      Naturalness of starting position is a quality often thought to be peculiar 
to studies. It is not. An attractive starting position is a desirable quality in 

compositions of all genres. An endgame position with center pawns still on 
the second rank is not natural but can be open, attractive, and inviting to 
solvers. 
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A Study Apiece by Gerhard Josten and co-authors, 2010 

278 pages, paperback.  ISBN 978-3-933648-38-9 
Review by Richard Becker 

 
Gerhard Josten expands on the scope of his 2006 book (with Gerd Wilhelm 
Horning and Martin Minski) Wege zu Schachstudien, which included material 

from exclusively German authors. The call for contributions went out to all 
composers of studies. Requested was one's best study along with analysis 
and commentary. No restrictions of any severity were placed upon the nature 
of the commentary. 

 The result is a very eclectic collection of vignettes. Many of the world's top 
study men discuss their favorite compositions. Unfortunately, a few of the top 
composers are absent. Many of those who contributed, offer, to varying de-

grees, access to their composing processes. We also find much discussion of 
the nature of studies and, in particular, of what makes for a good study. 
     I will mention three of my favorite chapters. Valery Vlasenko analyzes a 
difficult class of positions en route to composing an extremely subtle study. 

Harold van der Heijden's nice Pawn study is solved in ten seconds by super 
GM Artur Yusupov. Later, Harold trips up Artur with a more difficult study. 
Sergey N. Tkachenko is inspired, by the game Savchenko-Krivonosov, to com-
pose a fine study. Sergey's attempt to find and thank Mr. Savchenko for the 

inspiration leads to some amusing confusion. 
     This very entertaining book is attractively produced with plenty of clear 
diagrams and a number of b/w photos. The photos are a boon to those who 
like to connect faces to familiar names. 

Aaron Hirschenson Jubilee Tourney 
by Aaron Hirschenson 

 
Theme: Required are orthodox twomovers in two phases (set and solution, try 

and solution, twins) which show changed mates (or reciprocal changes), after 
a black piece random and correction moves. 
 I was pleasantly surprised to receive 34 entries by 24 composers from 12 
countries. I thank Udo Degener and Paz Einat for checking the problems for 

anticipation, and I thank all the composers who took part in this tourney. 
 An excellent problem by Vasyl Dyachuk and a problem by K. Seetharamn 
were almost identical. However, they were both anticipated by S. Shedey, 
Československy Šach, 2nd Prize, wKe1, Qa7, Re3-h4, Bg2, Sc3-e5, Pb5-c2-f5 

[10], bKd4, Qg4, Sb8, Bf4, Pc4-c5-e2-g3-h5 [9]. 1.Qe3? Qf3!; 1.Qe7! (zz). 
One problem by Pavel Murashev was removed from the competition because   
of two same colored white Bishops on c8 and on h1.  
 Miroslav Svitek sent eight versions of my example problem but they have 

the same mechanism as my problem. 
 The level of competition was high. My ranking is: 

W________w
[wgwdw4wh]
[dwdwdw0w]
[w$wdwdw0]
[INdwGkdw]
[wdw0r0w)]
[dwdNdQ$b]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Khwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wGRHwdpd]
[dp4kdwdw]
[wgwdw)wd]
[dPdwdw0Q]
[wdwdRdNd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[b1Q4wGwd]
[gwdPdwdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[dndk)w$N]
[w)wHwdRd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdwIPdwd]
[dwdwdBdr]
w--------w

W________w
[wdnIwdwd]
[dw$wdw)w]
[pdN0wdwd]
[$bgkdPdn]
[wdpdwdr4]
[0wdwdP0w]
[wHQdBdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Prize
Miodrag Mladenovic

#2 (8+11)

2nd Prize
Philippe Robert

#2* (10+7)

3rd Prize
Yosi Retter

#2* (13+8)

4th Prize
Miodrag Mladenovic

#2 (11+12)

212 Rxe6 9.d8Q +-) 6.Kd3! (6.Kc3? Rf3+ 7.Kd4 Rd3+ 8.Kc5 Rc3+9.Kd6 Rxg3 =) 
6...Rf3+ (6...Rd2+ 7.Kc4 Rc2+ 8.Kd5 Rd2+ 9.Kc6 Rc2+ 10.Kd6 Rd2+ 11.Kc7 

Rc2+ 12.Kd8 +-) 7.Ke4! Re3+ 8.Kf5! (8.Kd5? Rd3+ 9.Kc6 Rc3+ 10.Kd5 Rd3+ 
11.Ke6 Rd6+! =) 8...Re5+ (8...Rd3 9.Rxg4! Rd5+ 10.Ke6 Rxd7 11.Rh4+ +-) 
9.Kf6 Rd5 10.Re7 Rxd7 11.Re5 mate  
1st Honorable Mention - (Iuri Akobia - E0169) The study ends in an 

exquisite positional draw with successive zz positions. The white Bishop is 
just able to maintain both a presence on the a6-f1 diagonal and safe access to 
the a8-h1 and c8-h3 diagonals. The lead-in play is adequate. The Knight and 
promoting Pawn are there to provide a tempo move for the Rook. This tempo 

is needed to enable the try 1.Bxe3?  I would prefer a try that leads to one of 
the final zz positions with WTM.  Solution: 1.Bf5+! (1.Bxe3? e2 2.Sf3 e1Q 
3.Sxe1 Rxe1 4.Bf5+ Kd8 5.b6 Ra1+ -+) 1...Kd8 (1...Kc7 2.Bxd3 e2 3.b6+ Kc6 
4.Sf3 Re7+ 5.b7 Rxb7+ 6.Ka6 Re7 7.Sxd4+ =) 2.Bxd3 e2 (2...Re7+ 3.Kb6 e2 

4.Sf3 e1Q 5.Sxe1 Rxe1 6.Kc5 =) 3.Sf3 e1Q 4.Sxe1 Rxe1 5.b6 Ra1+ 6.Ba6 
(6.Kb7 Ra3 7.Bc4 d3 -+) 6...Rb1 7.Be2! zz (7.Bd3? Rb2 8.Bc4 Kd7 9.Bd3 Kd6 
10.Bf1 Kc6 -+) 7...Kd7 8.Bg4+ Kd6 9.Be2 Kc6 10.Bf3+ Kd7 11.Bg4+ Kd8 
12.Be2 Rb2 13.Bd3! zz Kd7 14.Bf5+ Kd6 15.Bd3 Kc6 16.Be4+ Kd6 

17.Bd3 Kd7 18.Bf5+ Kd8 19.Bd3 Rb3 20.Bc4 Rb4 21.Bf1! zz (21.Be2? Kd7 
22.Bg4+ Kd6 23.Be2 Rb1 24.Bd3 Rb2 -+) 21...Kd7 22.Bh3+ Kd6 23.Bf1 Kc6 
24.Bg2+ Kd6 25.Bf1 = 
2nd Honorable Mention - (Janos Mikitovics - E0165) The play at the end of 

this study, involving King + Rook versus cornered King + Knight + Rook's 
Pawn, seems very familiar. This material has been worked over by study 
composers and problemists. However, I could not find a direct anticipation. 
The usual theme is sacrifices of the Knight for stalemate or to deflect the 

white King. The composer has amplified this theme in a logical way with 
multiple sacrifices of two Knights. These sacrifices occur in more than one 
line, and serve to tie together some otherwise diverse play. I think the study 
would be improved by the truncation of the first move pair. This would save a 

Pawn and eliminate two non-thematic lines.  Solution: 1.Rb6 (1.Rxa2+? Kxa2 
2.c7 Kb1 =; 1.Rf2? Sxc6 2.Sc4 Se1 3.Re2 Kb1 4.Sxa3+ Kc1 5.Rxa2 Sb4 =) 
1...Sxc6 2.Sc4 Sfe5 (2...Sce5 3.Sxa3 Sc4+ 4.Sxc4 Sd2 5.Sa5 Sc4+ 6.Kd3 
Sxa6 7.Kc3 Sc6 8.Rb2 Sd4 9.Rd2 Sb5+ 10.Kb3 +-) 3.Sxa3 Sc4+ (3...Sb4 

4.Rxb4 Sc4+ 5.Rxc4 Kb2 6.Sc2 +-) 4.Sxc4 Sa5 5.Sd2 Sc4+ 6.Kd3 Sxd2 
7.Kc3 Se4+ (7...Sb1+ 8.Kc2 Sa3+ 9.Kb3 Sc2 10.Rd6 +-) 8.Kc2 Sd6 9.Rb4 
(9.Kb3? Sf5! =) 9...Sb5 (9...Sc4 10.Kc3 Se3 11.Rh4 Sd1+ 12.Kc2 Se3+ 13.Kb3 
+-) 10.Re4 Sd4+ 11.Kc3 Sf3 12.Rb4 Sg1 13.Rb2 Sf3 14.Rf2 +-       

1st Commendation - (Harold van der Heijden - E0164) The play at the 
beginning is very simple. I think the need to keep the white Queen corralled 
hindered the composer's efforts to develop some deeper beginning play. We 
arrive at the point of the study on White's fourth move. White must 

temporarily refuse the capture 4.Qxd2? and opt first for 4.Kf2! Playing these 
two moves in reverse order allows Black to escape with a neat 
underpromotion.  Play from this point trails off attractively.  

£¦¦¦¦¦¦¦¦£
¢£¤£¤£¤o1¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£¤£¤£¤£3¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
¢£J£¤£¤£¤¥
¢¤£¤£XW¤£¥
¢£¤£¤£¼£¤¥
¢¤£¤£¤£¤£¥
£¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡£

2nd Comm., Ilham Aliev
StrateGems 2009

Draw                       (3+4)

Solution: 1...Sa4 2.Qc1 b2 3.Qxc2 Sxd2+ 4.Kf2! (4.Qxf2? b1R+! 5.Kf2 

Rb2 -+) 4...b1Q 5.Qxd2 Qb2 6.Kf1! Qb1+ 7.Kf2 Qg1+ 8.Kf3 Qf1+ 

(8...Sb2(Sc5) 9.Qh6+ Qh2 10.Qc1+ Qg1 11.Qh6+ =) 9.Kg3 Qg1+ 

10.Kf3 Qe3+ 11.Qxe3 dxe3 12.Kxe3 Kg2 13.Kd4 Sb6 14.Kc5 Kf3 

15.Kxb6 Ke3 16.Kc6 =   
2nd Commendation - (Ilham Aliev - E0175) The author combines two 

well known ideas.  The try 5.Re5+? leads to Saavedra's Rook promotion, 

while 5.Kg7! secures perpetual check.  I am surprised that no one has 
thought of this before. Solution: 1.Rh3+ Kg5 2.Rhg3+ Kf5 (2...Qg4 

3.Ref3 Qxg3 4.Rxg3+ Kf4 5.Rxg8 =) 3.Rgf3+ Qf4 4.Rxf4+ Kxf4 5.Re8 

Be6 6.Rxe6 Kg5 7.Kg7! (7.Re5+? Kf6 8.Re8 Kf7 9.Re5 f1R! -+) 

7...f1Q 8.Rg6+ =   
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W________w
[QdwIwdbH]
[hwdwdwdp]
[w0w)p0wd]
[dpdwip0w]
[wHwdndwd]
[dwdw)Pdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdpdwdpd]
[dwdN0wdb]
[RdBindw$]
[dw0whwdw]
[Pdpdwdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw$whwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[bHPdwdwd]
[IwdpiPGw]
[QdwHwhp4]
[dwdwdw0w]
[Rdwdwdpd]
[dBdrdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw$wdwI]
[dwdwdwdp]
[RdwdPhwH]
[dwHPiPdw]
[w4wdwdwd]
[dQdwdw)w]
[wdwdPGwg]
[dwdrdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdKdwd]
[hpgwdwdw]
[n)k0Rdwd]
[dw)wdwdR]
[wdwdNdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[bdwdwgwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdn)W$]
[HQ)wipdw]
[w$wdwHwd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdRdw0w]
[pdP)w0Pd]
[IpdwiPdw]
[wdwHPHwd]
[dR)p4p!w]
[Bdw)w)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wIwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[kdwdw0wd]
[dbdwdwdw]
[wdNdwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention
Aleksandr Pankratiev

#2 (8+11)

3rd Honorable Mention
Nikola Stolev

#2* (8+9)

4th Honorable Mention
Pavel Murashev

#2* (10+10)

5th Honorable Mention
Nikola Stolev

#2 (12+6)

6th Honorable Mention
Emanuel Navon

#2* (7+7)

7th Honorable Mention
Valery Kopyl

#2 (9+5)

1st Commendation
Vasyl Dyachuk

#2 (15+8)

2nd Commendation
Robert Lincoln

#2 (4+3)

2nd Honorable Mention - (Alexandr Pankratiev) Good reversal play com-
bined with change of functions from threat to mate and changed mates after 

the moves of the thematic piece Se4. 1.Qb8[A]? (zz), Se4~ 2.d7#[B], 1...Sxd6!? 
2.Qxd6#, 1...f4!, 1.Qc6? 2.Sd3#[C], 1...Sf2 2.Qc3# 1...Sxc6 2.Sxc6#, 1...Sc5!;  
1.d7[B]! (zz), 1...Se4~ 2.Qb8#[A], 1...Sxd6!? 2.Sd3#[C] . 
3rd Honorable Mention - (Nikola Stolev)  A nice combination: black correc-

tion, threat correction, changed and transfer mates, and a fight-giving key.  
1...Sxd5 2.Sc2#, 1.Sc7? (2.Se6#), 1...Se3~ 2.Sc2#, 1...Sxc4!? 2.Qf2#, 1...Sg4!, 
1.Sf6? (2.Rxe4#), 1...Sg4 2.Sc2#, 1...Bg4!;  1.Sb4! (2.Sxc6#), 1...Se3~ 
2.Sbxc2#, 1...Sxc4!? 2.Sexc2#, 1...Kxc4 2.Rxe4#. 

4th Honorable Mention - (Pavel Murashev) Here the key closes Ba6 line and 
opens Rd1 line. This technique is known but here the reciprocal changes are 
created after random and correction moves. 1...Sf4~[x] 2.Rxd5#[A], 
1...Sd3[y]!? 2.Re2#[B],  1...Sb5! (2.Qxf4#), 1...Sf4~[x] 2.Re2#[B], 1...Sd3[y]!? 

2.Rxd5#[A]. 
5th Honorable Mention - (Nikola Stolev)  Fine reciprocal change with black 
correction.  1.e4? (2.Sf7#), 1...Sf6~[x] 2.Sg4#[A], 1...Sxe4[y]!? 2.Sd7#[B], 
1...Rb7!;  1.Qf3! (2.Sf7#), 1...Sf6~[x] 2.Sd7#[B], 1...Se4[y]!? 2.Sg4#[A] 

6th Honorable Mention - (Emanuel Navon) Four changed mate and two 
transferred mates between set and play, after random and the correction 

moves by the black Bishop. The clever Pawn-key opens h3-b3 line and  un-
guards b4, but the mates, after the Bishop’s move are too simple. 1...B~[a] 
2.Rxd4#[A], 1...Bxb4[b]!? 2.Qxb4#[B], 1…Sb3[c] 2.Qd3#[C], 1...Sc6[d] 
2.Qa2#[D];  1.cxd4! (2.dxc5#),  1...B~[a] 2.d5#[E], 1...Bxb4[b]!? 2.Qd3#[F], 

1...Bxd4[e] 2.Rxd4#[A], 1...Sc6[c]/Sb3[d] 2.Qxb3#[E]. 
7th Honorable Mention - (Valery Kopyl) Nice black correction with changed 
mates after black Knight moves create B and B2 themes. 1.Qd7? (2.Qxe6#), 
1...S~ 2.Qd4#, 1...Sf4!? 2.Sc4#, 1...Bd5 2.Qxd5#, 1...Be4!;  1.Qc6! (2.Qxe6#), 

1...S~ 2.Sg6#, 1...Sxf4!? 2.d4#, 1...Bxc6 2.Sxc6# 1...Bd6 2.Qxd6# 
1st Commendation - (Vasyl Dyachuk) Reciprocal changes after Rook moves, 
but the matrix is too symmetrical. 1Qg4? (zz), 1...R~[x] 2.Sxd3#[A], 
1...Rxe4[y]!? 2.Sxf3#[B], 1...b4!; 1.Rb4! (zz), 1...R~[x] 2.Sxf3#[B], 1...Rxe4[y] 

2.Sxd3#[A], 1...Kxe4 2.Re7#. 
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1st Prize - (Miodrag Mladenovic) An excellent mechanism of reciprocal 
changes after black Rook’s random and correction moves (not easy to 

achieve). The flight-giving key creates the reciprocal change by closing a5-h5 
line. 1.Bxg7? (2.Qh5#), 1...R4~[x] 2.Sxd4#[A], 1...Re5[y]!? 2.Qxf4#[B], 1...Bd6!; 
1.Sc5! (2.Qe4#), 1...R4~[x] 2.Qxf4#[B], 1...Re5[y]!? 2.Sxd4#[A].  
2nd  Prize - (Philippe Robert) Another black Rook correction entry. The recip-

rocal change is achieved by closing the white battery Bh1/Sg2 and opening 
the c6-rank by the move of the white Knight on d6. Good construction. The 
closing of the white battery seems original. 1...R~[x] 2.Se3#[A], 1…Rxc6[y]!? 
2.Qe6#[B], 1.Sd~? [2.Rd6#], 1...Ke4!, 1.Sxb5? [2.Rd6#], 1...Kxc6!;    1.Sc4! 

[2.Rd6#], 1...R~[x] 2.Qe6#[B], 1...Rxc6[y]!? 2.Se3#[A]   
3rd Prize - (Yosi Retter) Rukhlis. I doubt there are more problems like this 
one which show the theme after random and correction moves, although the 
random move is not complete. The critical squares are c4 and e6 and the au-

thor uses them cleverly (in set and in solution) to achieve his aim. 1...Sc~ 
2.Sf6[A]#, 1...Scxd4!? 2.Sf4[B]#;  1.Qa6! [2.Qa2#], 1...Sa5/Sxb4 2.Qxe6#[C] 
1...Scxd4!? 2.e4#[D], 1…Sa3/Sc3/Sd6 2.Sf6#[A], 1...Sbxd4 2.Sf4#[B]. 
4th Prize - (Miodrag Mladenovic)  An interesting mechanism of reciprocal 

changes after black Bishop moves. It utilizes Bishops’ half pin. This problem 
would rank higher if not the obvious key, which opens Ba1 line. 1.f4? 
[2.Bf3#], 1...Bc~[x] 2.Qxc4#[A], 1…Bd4[y]!? 2.Sb4#[B], 1...Sf6!;  1.Sd1! 
[2.Sc3#], 1...Bc~[x] 2. Sb4#[B], 1…Bd4[y]!? 2.Qxc4#[A]. 

W________w
[wdwHwdwd]
[Ib0w1wdw]
[w0Qdpdwd]
[dpdwdwGr]
[w)Piw0wd]
[Hwhw$wdw]
[wdP)wdwd]
[dwhwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdKd]
[dpdwGwdP]
[QdRhp)wd]
[dw)wiBdw]
[wHwdw$b4]
[dwdpdw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dqdnHwgw]
w--------w

W________w
[w1bdNdKd]
[dw$wdwdn]
[wdphwdQd]
[dpdkdPdw]
[wdRdw)wd]
[gwdBdpdw]
[Ndrdwdwd]
[dwdwdwGw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwIw!]
[0pdwdwdw]
[rdbdw0wd]
[gw)wiwdw]
[wdw$wdwd]
[dwdw)wdB]
[wGwdw4pd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

5th Prize, 
E. Bourd & A. Grinblat

#2 (10+11)

6th Prize
Miodrag Mladenovic

#2 (12+10)

7th Prize
Miodrag Mladenovic

#2 (10+10)

1st Honorable Mention
Valery Shanshin

#2 (7+9)

5th Prize - (Evgeny Bourd & Arieh Grinblat) Good reciprocal changes which 
opens Bb7 line in the try and Rh5 line in the solution. 1.Qxe6? [2.dxc3#], 

1...Sc3~[x] 2.Sxb5#[A], 1...Sd5[y]!? 2.Re4#[B], 1...Be4!; 1.Bxf4! [2.dxc3#], 
1...Sc3~[x] 2.Re4#[B], 1...Sd5[y!? 2.Sxb5#[A].   
6th Prize - (Miodrag Mladenovic) Nice reciprocal changes and a clever, har-
monious play between the white Bf5 and the white Queen, which makes this 

mechanism work. 1.Bg6? [2.Bxd6#], 1...Sd6~[x] 2.Re4#[A], 1…Sf5[y]!? 
2.Rxe6#[B], 1…Qxb4!; 1.Qxd3! [2.Qxd6#], 1...Sd6~[x] 2.Re6#[B], 1...Sxf5[y]!? 
2.Re4#[A]. 
7th Prize - (Miodrag Mladenovic) Interesting harmonious play by the two 

white Rooks, which open black lines and make the reciprocal changes work. 
1.Re7? [2.Re5#], 1...Sd6~[x] 2.Qxc6#[A], 1...Sxc4[y]!? 2.Be4#[B], 1...c5!;  
1.Rb4! (2.Qxd6#), 1...Sd6~[x] 2.Be4#[B], 1...Sc4[y]!? 2.Qxc6#[A]. 
1st Honorable Mention - (Valery Shanshin) Good problem which shows 

three changed mates after random and two correction moves by the black 
Bishop, with two nice variations by the white battery. 1.Qg8? (2.Qe6#), 
1...Bc6~ 2.Qd5#, 1...Be4!? 2.Rd5#, 1...Bf3!? 2.Qg3#, 1...Rf5 2.Rb4#, 1...f5!;  
1.Qh7! (2.Qe7#), 1…Bc6~ 2.Qe4# 1...Bd5!? 2.Re4#, 1...Bf3 2.Qf5#, 1...Bd8 

2.Rd2#  
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W________w
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdBdw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[dwGwgwdw]
[Kdw)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0wdR0]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Rdwdwdwd]
[gkdNdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0kdKdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdB!wdw]
w--------w

No.1 R. Lincoln
Original

No.2 R. Lincoln
Original

No.3 R. Lincoln
Original

No.4 R. Lincoln
Original

#2                           (5+2) #2                           (4+3) #2                           (4+3) #2                           (4+3)

No.1 has two BK flights with an independent menace. The no-nonsense 
1.Be4! (2.Qd5#) also holds c6 so 1...Kc5 (or 1...Kb5) run smack into 2.Qc6#.  

The BB contributes 1...Bxd2 obliging 2.Qc6# to reassert protection on c3.  
Finally, 1...Bc5 interposes a line-cut but crashes to 2.Qa6#.        
  Positions with opening threats (and two “thematic’ flights) seldom contain 
prospects for good tries. However, waiters appear to offer enhanced latitude 

as No.2 shows. The mission is to eventually track down 1...Kf3 and 1...Kf2.  
1.Qe7+? will chase those moves with 2.Qe2#, but 1...Kd3! skitters away.  
1.Qb5? (2.Qe2#) firmly avoids this, but 1...d3! 1.Qf7? (zz) watches f4, keeping 
surveillance on 1...Kd3 2.Qb3#. Alas, there is no accounting for 1...h3! A 

rearward step 1.Qb8! (zz) duly collects 1...Kf3/Kf2/d3 2.Qf4# and 1...h3 
2.Qg3#, while 1...Kd3 2.Qb3# stays put.    
 No.3 maps novel terrain where recurring mates evolve in four guises.  
Some unpersuasive errands are 1.Qa2? (2.Qxa7#) Bb8! or (1...Kxa8!) and 

1.Qc3? (2.Qc8#) Ka6! A modest 1.Qh6! (zz) is surprisingly lethal. The quartet 
of victims, 1...Kc7/Kxa8/Bb8/b5, permits 2.Qc6# and 1...Ka6 succumbs to 
2.Qxb6#.         
  I have experienced many impediments in achieving the repeated coups 

with one thematic flight. Here, two other Black units must allow weakening 
effects. No.4 has a pair of BP dupes self-blocking and opening lines of guard. 
1.Qc3? (2.Qc4#) evinces 1...a4 2.Be2#, but 1...Ka6! So 1.Qe3! (zz) focuses on 
1...Ka6/a4/b2 2.Qb6#.  2.Qxb3# will penalize escapes to b4 or a4.   

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdk0w]
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw!]
[gw$wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdRd]
[4kdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wHwdk0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdw!w]
w--------w

W________w
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[wdRdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdQdp]
[wdwdwdnd]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

No.5 R. Lincoln
Original

No.6 R. Lincoln
Original

No.7 R. Lincoln
Original

No.8 R. Lincoln
Original

#2                           (4+3) #2                           (3+4) #2                           (4+3) #2                           (4+3)

Obviously, White seeks to attack (2.Qxg7#) in No.5. Logic seems to dictate the 
natural 1.Qg5?, but it is hurled back by either 1...g6! or 1...Bf8! 1.Qg4! is 

much superior which plans 2.Qe6# to trap 1...Kf6/g6/Bf8. Black gives one 
last gasp, 1...gxh6.  This clears a vital lane to g8 so that 2.Rf3# can pounce.  
WR deployment has an ulterior purpose − it shields a cook 1...Bb2!        
 The format of No.6 uses a rather skimpy White squad to attain the taxing 

“thrust to four.” One defective infiltration, 1.Kb3? (2.Rg1#), will get studiously 
ignored by 1...Kc1! The deadly accurate 1.Kc3! (zz) patiently waits out 
e5/a2/Ra2/Kc1 granting 2.Rg1#. There’s a Dombrovskis paradox between 
1...Kc1 and 2.Rg1 in try and actual play.    
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2nd Commendation - (Robert Lincoln) A miniature with harmonious play by 
the white Rooks, with six changed mates after the black Bishop moves. How-

ever, the try refutation 1...f5 is the same. 1.Rb3?[a] (zz), 1…B~[a] 2.R3b6#[A], 
1...Bxc4[b]!? 2.Ra1#[B], 1...f5!, 1.Rd5? (zz), 1...B~[a] 2.Ra5#[C], 1...Bxc4[b]!? 
2.Rxf6#[D], 1...f5!, 1.Rb1? (zz), 1...B~[a] 2.Rb6#[E], 1...Bxc4[b]!? 
2.Ra3#[F], 1...f5!; 1...Rf5! (zz), 1...B~[a] 2.Ra5#[G], 1...Bxc4[b]!? 2.Rd6#[H].  

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdNdwdwG]
[dwdwdQdw]
[w)w)wdwI]
[dw)wdwdw]
[wdw4kdw0]
[dwdwdRhB]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
[KHwdwdnd]
[dNGw0ndw]
[wdwdk0wd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdw!Pdwd]
[gwdrdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[bgw$wdBd]
[1wdwdwdw]
[wdw!wdwh]
[0wdndpHw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dPdk)wdw]
[wGwdw$Nd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

W________w
[bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdK]
[rdndwdwd]
[dwdwiPdw]
[pdPdwdw!]
[GPdwdwdw]
[wdw)wHwg]
[dBdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$wdw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[dndwdwdw]
[w!Pdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Commendation
Vasily Chernih

#2 (9+4)

4th Commendation
Miodrag Mladenovic

#2 (8+8)

5th Commendation
Nikolai Suhodolov

#2 (10+9)

6th Commendation
Bob Burger

#2 (9+7)

7th Commendation
Dimitry Turevski

#2*                          (5+2)

3rd Commendation (Vasily Chernih) Changed mate after random and cor-
rection moves of Rd2. Correction move is a self-block in both phases. 1.Kg4? 

(zz), 1...R~/Rd3!?/Sg~ 2.Qb5/Qf2/Qf3#, 1...Rd1!; 1.Qb1! (zz), 1...R~/Rd3!?/ 
Rxd4!?/Sg~ 2.Qd1/Qe1/Sxd4/Bf3# 
4th Commendation - (Miodrag Mladenovic) The reciprocal changes are cre-
ated by opening and closing black lines by the white Queen. However, the 

mechanism of the black Knights half-pin is well known. 1.Qc3? (2.Qf3#], 
1...Sf~[x] 2.Rxe5#[A], 1...Sd4[y]!? 2.Sd6#[B], 1...Sfe7!;  1.Sd7! (2.Sf6#), 
1...Sf~[x] 2.Sd6#[B], 1...Sd4[y]!? 2.Rxe5#[A]. 
5th Commendation - (Nikolai Suhodolov) Exchange of  duties between the 

white Queen and the white Rook bring changed mates, after black Knight 
moves. 1.Qe6? (2.Se1#), 1...Sd5~/Sb6!?/Sxe3!? 2.Qc4/Rxd4/Qxe3#, 
1…Be5!;  1.Re8! (2.Se1#), 1...Sd5~/Sb6!?/Sxe3!?/Qe7 2.Bc4/Qxd4/Rxe3/ 
Qe6# 

6th Commendation - (Bob Burger) Two changed mates 
after a flight-giving key. Kg7? (2.Qe4#), 1...Sc6~/ 

Sd4!?/Bf4 2.d4/Qxh2/Qf8#, 1...Sb4!;  1...Qh6! (2.Qd6#), 
1…Sc6~/Sd4!?/f6,Kd4 2.Bb2/Sg4/Qe3#. 
7th Commendation - (Dimitry Turevski) Changed 
mates in a miniature. 1.Bb7? (zz), 1...S~/Sc5!?/Kb4 
2.Ba6/Bd5/Qxb3#, 1...Sd4!, 1.Be4? (zz), 1...S~/Sc5!?/ 
Kb4 2.Bd3/Bd5/Qxb3#, 1...Sc1!;  1.Rd5! (2.Qxb3#), 
1...S~/Sc5!?/Kb4 2.Qd4/Rd4/Qxb3# 

nnNNnN

Same Mate − Again and Again 
by Robert Lincoln 

 
Readers of my “Stepping Stones” articles know that the same mate occurs 

under differing circumstances. Here are a few further instances, several of 
which expand the idea considerably.  
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No.12 1. Kd3! (2.Qd4#)                                         
1...Sf5 2.Qc4# (direct guard/line opening for guard) 

1...e5 2.Qc4# (direct guard/self-block)  
1...Kc5 2.Qc4# (move for new flight/loss of flight)  
1...Ke5 2.Qg5# (move for new flight/self-pin)  

 

Rauf proposes this formal definition for the theme: In a two-mover, the 
same post-key mate occurs after at least three different defenses. 

NNNN

FIDE World Cup 2010 

 
This tourney was open to all composers with one entry per composer allowed 
in each of eight sections. The theme was open and the submission due date 
was seven months from the tourney announcement. 

 The number of problems submitted was 319 by 187 composers from 38 
countries. Our own Petko A. Petkov directed the tourney. 
 Due to space limitations, we are presenting 24 prize winners with original 
(but shortened) judges’ comments. 

W________w
[wdwGwgwd]
[dwdwdPhw]
[wdwirdR0]
[dwdPdwdR]
[Bdw)wdN!]
[dwHw0b)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwhw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw$rgwd]
[0Q)w)w)w]
[wdw0w0wd]
[dwGRdpdb]
[wdkdndwd]
[dpdwdBdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwHwIw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdw$wd]
[0k0wHw0w]
[pdrdpdwd]
[)w0w)wdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dNdwgRdb]
[wdwdPdwd]
[!wdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdndwd]
[HKdp$wdw]
[w!P0wGbd]
[dPdkdB0w]
[w)w0pdN1]
[hPdwdPdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw4w4wgw]
w--------w

1st Prize (Cup winner)
Marjan Kovačević
FIDE World Cup 2010

#2                         (12+8) #2                       (11+10)

2nd Prize
Anatoly Slesarenko 
FIDE World Cup 2010

1st Prize (Cup winner)
Alexander Feoktistov 
FIDE World Cup 2010

#3                         (9+10) #3                       (12+13)

2nd Prize
Alexander Kuzovkov 
FIDE World Cup 2010

Section A, #2 (Judge: Vasyl Markovtsiy) 
1st Prize - Marjan Kovačević Beautiful, original content (a cyclic form of 
Sushkov where one of the thematic mates is not possible) with interesting 

tactical nuances. 1...Bf3~ 2.Se4#, 1...Bxd5!? 2.Rxd5#, 1.Sxe3? (2.Qf4#) 
(2.Sc4?), 1...Se2 2.Sc4#, 1...Sxh5 2.Re6# (2.Sf5?), 1...Sh3!, 1.Se5? (2.Sc4#) 
(2.Sb5?), 1...Bxd5 2.Sb5# (2.Rxd5?), 1...Be2!; 1.Sf6! (2.Sb5#) (2.Qf4?), 
1...Rxf6 2.Qf4#, 1...Be2 2.Sfe4# (2.Sce4?), 1...Bxd5 2.Rxd5#. 

2nd Prize - Anatoly Slesarenko A good presentation of a well known Sle-
sarenko scheme. Here we have a double combination (“Burmistrov”) which, 
with an additional changed phase, shows Zagoruiko 3x2. 1.g8Q? 
(2.Qa6[A]/Qb4#[B]), 1...dxc5 2.Rd4#[C], (1...Bf7 2.Be2#), 1...Sxc5!, 1.R8xe6? 

(2.Qa6[A]/Qb4#[B]), 1...Sxc5 2.Rd4#[C], 1...Rb8!, 1.Rd3? (2.Qb4#), 1...dxc5 
2.Qxb3#, 1...Sxc5 2.Bd5#, (1...Kxc5 2.c8Q#), 1...a5!; 1.Sd3! (2.Rd4#[C]), 
1...dxc5 2.Qa6#[A] (2.Qb4?), 1...Sxc5 2.Qb4#[B] (2.Qa6?). 
Section B, #3 (Judge: Yakov Vladimirov) 

1st Prize - Alexander Feoktistov Two sets of connected thematic variations. 
White’s second moves 2.Rb8+ and 2.Sxc5+, from the first set, appear as mat-
ing moves in the second set. Good and motivated play with geometrical nu-
ances. Unfortunately the rough captures by the black Bishop detract. 1.Qh1! 

(2.Rxh3 ~ 3.Qxc6#), 1...Rb6 2.Rb8+ Kxb8 3.Rf8#, 1...Rd6 2.Sxc5+ Bxc5 
3.Rb3#, 1...Bg4 (Bg2) 2.Qh8 ~ 3.Rb8#, 1...Bg5 2.Qb1 ~ 3.Sxc5#. (1...Bf5/Bf1 
2.RxB, 1.Qb1/Qa4? Rb6!) 

218 No.7 easily gains four follow-throughs by assigning an extra flight square.  I 
judge those “non-flight” devices an important part of the equation in any 

zugzwang setting. Faulty misfires are 1.Rd6? (zz) Kf3!, 1.Kd2? (zz) f3 2.Qe3#, 
but 1...Ke5!, and 1.Qe1+? Kf3 2.Qe2#, but 1...Kd4! A generous 1.Sc2! (zz) 
apprehends 1...Ke5/Kd3/Kd5/f3 with 2.Qd4#. Yet another leaky outlet via 
1...Kf3 is quickly plugged 2.Qg2#.          

 A threat may also be included among those continued blows. The eccen-
tric No.8 reveals a pinning extravaganza. There are pins, unpins, and pin 
restoration. 1.Rh6? (2.Qxg2#) founders to a timely unpin, 1...Kg1! 1.Qf2? (zz) 
perseveres with 2.Rc1# against any reply except a new self-pin, 1...Kh2!, 

which White is powerless to exploit. 1.Qg3! (2.Rc1#) is targeted (pin on di-
agonal) facilitated by 1...h2. 1...Kg1 converts that move to (pin on file).  
1...Se1 alters that condition to (pin on rank). The fourth member of the con-
tingent is 1...Se3, requiring yet another revised tactic − (necessary double 

check). If White’s alignment forms a genuine “half-battery,” this whole exer-
cise has the front, middle, and rear officers either pinning or mating at se-
lected junctures. Too bad the WK decided not to participate!    

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[iNdwdwdR]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdwdBdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwdwdBd]
[)bdwdwdw]
[wIwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdR]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[dp!w0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwgwdwdw]
[wdRdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwhw]
[Rdwdpdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdQd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.9 R. Lincoln
Original

No.10 R. Lincoln
Original

No.11 R. Lincoln
Seven Chess Notes
#53 June 2010

#2                           (5+2) #2                           (4+3) #2                           (3+4) #2                           (4+3)

No.12 R. Lincoln
Seven Chess Notes
#53 June 2010

 It is extremely complex to arrange a side variant when the threat is dis-
pensed three times. A heterogeneous mix of batteries does the deed for No.9.  

The effortless 1.Kd2! (2.Sc3#) proves invincible. The enabling 1...a2 lets that 
awesome discovery explode with direct battery on rank, indirect battery on 
diagonal, indirect battery on file, and direct guard on a4. Then, 1...Ka4 shifts 
the strategic elements to direct check on a4, indirect battery on rank, and 

indirect battery on file. 1...Kb5 abruptly reorders direct battery on file, indi-
rect battery on rank, direct guard on a4. The added bonus is 1...Ka6 2.Sd6# 
providing direct battery on diagonal, indirect battery on rank, and direct 
guard on b7.  

 Ironically, No.10 has no flights at all. 1.Rxd5? (zz) defeats Bc6 2.Rd8# or 
1...Bxd5 2.Bxd5#, but 1...Ba6! and 1...Bc8! are inviolate. 1.Bxd5? 
(2.Bxb7/Rh8#) gets angrily rejected 1...Bxd5!  The winner is 1.Rh8! (2.Bxd5#) 
inflicting a nasty skewer along the diagonal. 1...Bc6 only slightly jiggles the 

picture. 1...Bc8 converts to a pin along the rank, while 1...Ba6 receives rou-
tine treatment with necessary double check. Note that ubiquitous Bd5 oper-
ates as try, mate to a defense, and threat − the Urania theme.  
 

Author’s note: Rauf Aliovsadzade wrote an afterword to a related article by 
Bob Lincoln which appeared in Seven Chess Notes. He suggested that this 

whole process should be dubbed the “Lincoln theme.” He especially enjoyed 
these last two quotations. (Brackets within the solutions indicate defensive 

motivation and corresponding error.) 
No.11 1.Kb8!  (2.Qa7#)  
1...b4 2.Ra2# (unblock for flight/self-interference)   
1...Bd4 2.Ra2# (direct guard/loss of line control)   

1...Ka5 2.Ra2# (move for new flight/self-obstruction)   
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W________w
[wGNiwdBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdbdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdrdwdwd]
[dKdwdRdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[KdNdwdwd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[Pdkdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdP]
[wdwgwdNd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[bdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw$wdwdw]
[rdpHw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwhwGwI]
[dpdwgw0w]
[w0wdwdwd]
[ip0bdwhw]
[wdp4wdrd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Prize (Cup winner)
Iuri Akobia 
FIDE World Cup 2010

Win                         (5+5) Win                         (6+3)

2nd Prize
Alain Pallier 
FIDE World Cup 2010

Draw                      (4+5)

3rd Prize
Sergiy Didukh
FIDE World Cup 2010

h#6                       (2+15)

1st Prize (Cup winner)
Mario Parrinello 
FIDE World Cup 2010

2nd Prize - Alain Pallier 1.Se3+! (1.Sa5+? Bxa5 2.Se3+ Kb4 3.Sd1 Kxa4 4.d6 
Bd8 5.Kb7 Kb4 6.Kc8 Bh4 7.d7 Kc4 8.d8Q Bxd8 9.Kxd8 Kd3=) 1...Bxe3 
(1...Kd3 2.Sd1 Kc2 3.Sd4+ Kxd1 4.Sxb3) 2.Sa5+ Kxd5 3.Sxb3 Kc4! 4.Sa1! 

(4.Sa5+? 4…Kb4!=), А) 4...Bg5 5.a5! Bd8! 6.Sc2 (6.Sb3? Kxb3 7.Kb5 Bxa5!=) 
6...Kc5! 7.Se1!! Kb4  8.Sd3+ Ka4 9.Sc5+ Kb4 10.Sb7! Bc7 11.h4 wins. B) 
4...Bf2 5.a5 Kb4 6.Sc2+ Ka4 7.Sa3!! Sxa3 (7...Kb4 8.Sb5+-) 8.Kb5! (8.Kb7? 
Kb4 9.a6 Kc4 10.Kc6 Ba7! 11.h4 Kd4=) 8...Kb3 9.a6 Ba7 10.h4 wins. A 

beautiful find in six-pieces material with grand play by the white Knight. 
3rd Prize - Sergiy Didukh 1.e7 Bc6+! (1...Ra7+ 2.Kd8 Bc6 3.Rxc2! Rd7+ 
4.Ke8!=). 2.Rxc6 Ra7+ 3.Kc8! (3.Kd8?! Rxe7 4.Rxc2 Re2 5.Kd7 Kd4! 6.Sf3+ 
Kd3 7.Rc1 Re3 8.Sh2 Re1 9.Rc6 Rh1 10.Rd6+ Ke4! 11.Re6+ Kf5 12.Rf6+!? 

Kxf6 13.Sg4+ Kf5! 14.Sxf2 Rh2-+) 3...Rxe7 4.Rxc2 Re2 5.Kd8! (5.Kb8? Kd4!) 
5...Kd4 6.Sf3+ Kd3 7.Rc1! Re3 8.Sh2 Re1 9.Rc7! Rh1 10.Rd7+ Ke4 
11.Re7+ Kd4 (11...Kf5 12.Rf7+) 12.Rd7+ Kc5 13.Rc7+ Kb5!? 14.Rb7+! 
(14.Rf7? Rxh2 15.Rf4 Kc5 16.Ke7 Kd5 17.Kf6 Rg2,18.Kf5 Rg8 -+) 14...Kc6 

15.Rc7+! Kb6 16.Rf7 Rxh2 17.Rf5! draws. At present the positions with 6 
pieces and reciprocal zugzwang cannot be a surprise. But here we have inter-
esting and long play in very aesthetical form. 
Section E, h# (Judge: Chris Feather) 

1st Prize - Mario Parrinello 1.Bf6 Bxc5 2.Be5 Bf8 3.Bd6 Kxg7 4.Kb4 Kf6 
5.Be7+ Kxe7 6.Kc5 Kd7#. A fine interplay between Black and White, thus 
adding greater interest to the otherwise potentially boring King moves, for 
their timing is dependent on the Bishop’s round trip. 

W________w
[wdwdBdwd]
[0w0wdpdw]
[Pdpdrgwd]
[)wdkdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dndrdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdbhKdwG]
[dwdw0pdw]
[pdwdBdwd]
[0wdPdwdw]
[R)kHr0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[r)wdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdq]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdPdpdw]
[wdRdpGwd]
[dwdwhPHp]
[rdPiwIw0]
[dwdwdpdw]
[w)w0Pdrd]
[dw!Rgwdb]
w--------w

W________w
[wHkdwdwd]
[)wdRdw!w]
[wdwdBdwd]
[HwdwGw)w]
[pdw0w0pd]
[dp)wgw0p]
[wdwdw0wd]
[4wdbdndK]
w--------w

2nd Prize
Viktor Chepizhny 
FIDE World Cup 2010

h#4    b) wRe8      (4+10)

3rd Prize
Vitaly Medintsev
FIDE World Cup 2010

h#2    6 solutions   (9+11)

1st Prize (Cup winner)
Swen Trommler 
FIDE World Cup 2010

s#6                      (10+13)

2nd Prize
Mikhail Khramtsevich 
FIDE World Cup 2010

s#3                      (11+13)

2nd Prize - Viktor Chepizhny  a) 1.c5 Bb5 2.Rd6 Bxc4+ 3.Kc6 Bb3 4.R1d5 
Ba4# (1...Ba4? 2...Bb3 3...?), b) 1.Kd6 Rb8 2.Kd7 Rb7 3.Kc8 Rxa7 4.Rd7 
Ra8# (1...Ra8? 2...Rxa7 3...? ). A difficult concept in which the tries clarify the 

logic of the solutions in admirable fashion.  
3rd Prize - Vitaly Medintsev 1.Bb7 Bc8 2.Bxd5 Bxa6#, 1.Rxb2 Ra2 2.Rxb4 
Rc2#, 1.Re5 Bf5 2.Rxd5 Bd3#, 1.Sc6 Ra3 2.Sxb4 Rc3#, 1.axb4 Rxa6 2.Sc6 
Rxc6#, 1.Rxe2 Bg4 2.Qxd5 Bxe2#. The rear piece of a white battery moves 

around to give mate on a line at a right angle to the battery line.  

220 2nd Prize - Alexander Kuzovkov The main play contains two Novotnys on 
“e3” with different mates plus an additional, but known, line-closing on the 
same square. The line combinations are florid from the threat and the first 
variation with sacrifices and the first variation (it have sacrifices and recipro-
cal changes). Imposing content! However, Sg4 is underutilized, the white 
second thematic moves are obvious and the construction is heavy (25 pieces). 
1.Sc8! (2.Qc5+ dxc5/Rxc5 3.Re5/Sb6#), 1...Sc4 2.Re5+ dxe5/Sxe5 
3.Qc5/Se7#, 1...d3 2.Qe3! Rxe3/Bxe3 3.Sb6/fxe4#, 1...exf3 2.Re3! 
Rxe3/Bxe3 3.Qxd4/Se7#. 1...Qh2 2.Se3+! Rxe3/Bxe3 3.Qxd4/fxe4#. 

W________w
[wdRgw4wd]
[dwhP$wHw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwiwdbdw]
[wHp4pdwd]
[dwdp)pdw]
[Bdw)wdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdKdwdwd]
[dpGB0wdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[HpdP)wdw]
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwHbdpdw]
[w)R$w)nd]
[dw4rdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdqdw$wd]
[dw)w)wdw]
[p)Bdwdwd]
[dwdNgw4P]
[w)w0k)wd]
[!wdwHrdb]
[wdw0wdwd]
[GwdKdndw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdBi]
[dwdwdpdP]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dw)wdw0w]
[wdwdpdPd]
[dw0PdPdP]
[wdPdRGwI]
[dwdwdw!w]
w--------w#3                       (10+10)

3rd Prize
C.G.S.Narayanan
FIDE World Cup 2010

#6                       (11+10)

1st Prize (Cup winner)
Mikhail Marandyuk 
FIDE World Cup 2010

#4                       (13+10)

2nd Prize
Vladimir Timonin 
FIDE World Cup 2010

#4                         (13+5)

3rd Prize
Alexander Feoktistov
FIDE World Cup 2010

şá

3rd Prize - C.G.S.Narayanan Harmonious but play is not as dazzling as in the 
previous threemovers, motivated with movements of Rooks in opposite direc-
tions. 1.Bf4! (2.exd4+ Kxd4 3.Be3#), 1...Rd5 2.Re6! (3.Rc6/Sa6#) Rd6 

3.Bxd6#, 1...Rd6 2.Re5+! Rd5 3.Rxd5#, 1...Rxd7 2.Rxe4! ~ 3.Rxc4#; 2...Rd4 
3.exd4# (2...Bxe4 3.Se6#). 
Section C, #n (Judge: Yuri Gordian) 
1st Prize - Mikhail Marandyuk A difficult complex in which, in the main 

variations, there are two-fold  switchbacks of white pieces combined with 
sacrifices of Rook and Knight on the same square “c4”. 1.Bb6+? Kxe5!, 
1.Sxb5+? Ke4!; 1.Be6! (2.Sb3+  Kc4 3.d6+ Kb4 4.Ba5#], 1...Ra1 2.Bb6+ Kxe5 
3.Bc7+ Kd4 4.Sxb5+ Ke4 5.Rc4+! Bxc4 6.Sc3#, 1...Sf4 2.Sxb5+ Ke4 3.Sc3+  

Kd4 4.Bb6+ Kxe5 5.Sc4+!  Bxc4 6.Bc7#, 1...Kc5 2.Sxb7+ Kd4 3.Bb6+  Kxe5 
4.Bc7+ Kd4 5.Sxb5+ Ke4  6.Sc5#; 2...Kb4 3.d6 Ra1 4.Sd5+ Kb3 5.Sc5+ Ka2  
6.Sc3#. 
2nd Prize - Vladimir Timonin In variations Rf3 de-blocks f3 and realizes 

distant blocks on f2 & g3. Nice (but not difficult) complex with thematic tries 
which increase the effect of the real play. Unfortunately there is a full diago-
nal symmetry and underutilized Ba1. 1.Sc3+?[A] Kxe3! 2.Sd5+? Kf2!, 
1.Sf6+?[B] Kxf4! 2.Sd5+? Kg3!; 1.Qb3! (2.Qc2+ d3 3.Qc4+ Bd4 Qxd4#), 

1...Rf2! 2.Sc3+![A] Kxe3 3.Sd5+ Ke4 4.Se3#, 1...Rfg3! 2.Sf6+![B] Kxf4 3.Sd5+ 
Ke4 4.Sf4# 
3rd Prize - Alexander Feoktistov Banny with changed play in some varia-
tions. However, white play is not sufficiently unified. 1.Qc1?[A] e3![a], 

1.Bh4?[B] exf3![b] 2.Qe3 f2!, 1.c6? e3!, 1.Be3? exd3 2.Bxg5!  3.Bh6!  4.Bg7#, 
1...exf3  2.Bxg5 f2!, 1.Re3? exf3 2.Bxf7! Kxh7 3.Re8! Kh6 4.Rh8#, 1...exd3  

2.Bxf7   3.Bg6    4.Re8#; 2...Kxh7!;  1.Qe1! (zz), 1...e3[a] 2.Bh4![B] gxh4 

3.Bxf7! Kxh7 4.Qxh4#, 1...exf3[b] 2.Qc1![A] fxe2 3.Qxg5 e1 4.Qg7#,  1...exd3 

2.Re8! d2 /dxc2 3.Qe4!    4.Bxf7#. 

Section D, Studies (Judge: Oleg Pervakov)  
1st Prize - Iuri Akobia 1.Rf8+ Kd7 2.Sb6+! (2.Sd6?! Bg6! but not 2...Bd3? 
3.Rf7+ Kd8 4.Bh7!+-) 2...Ke7! (2...Kc6 3.Bd5+) 3.Rf4 Re2+ 4.Rxe4+ Rxe4 
5.Sd5+ (5.Bxg3? Rb4+) 5...Kf8! 6.Bd6+!! (6.Bxg3?! Kg7!! but not 6...Rg4? 

7.Bd6+! Kxg8 8.Sf6+) 6...Kg7! 7.Bxg3 a4! 8.Ka1!! a3! 9.Bh7! Rd4 (9...Rg4 
10.Bc7 Rg1+ 11.Bb1!+-) 10.Be5+ wins. A wonderful work with unique posi-
tion of reciprocal zugzwang motivated with beauty domination and play of 
both Kings. 
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W________w
[rgwdwdwd]
[1wdwdwdw]
[w)Pdp)wd]
[dwIwdwdw]
[w0B$pdpd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[w)wdwdPd]
[dwdwiwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[NiwdwdwG]
[!P0wdp0w]
[w4pdw0wd]
[1pdwdwdw]
[NdRdwdwd]
[IR)pdPdw]
[b)Pdwdwd]
[4Bdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[P)r)P)wd]
[dRgpipdw]
[p0pdq0w0]
[!b4RGKdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdBH]
[dw0p)pdw]
[wdwiwIwg]
[dPdR0n)w]
[w0P!b4pd]
[dw0R4pdw]
[wdw)Pdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th Prize
Mario Parrinello 
FIDE World Cup 2010

hs#4   b) Qa7→c7  (9+8)

1st Prize (Cup winner)
Andrey Frolkin 
FIDE World Cup 2010

Release the pos. (13+12)

2nd Prize
Nikolai Beluhov 
FIDE World Cup 2010

(11+14)
Last 30 single moves?

3rd Prize
Dmitriy Baibikov
FIDE World Cup 2010

Release the pos. (12+14)

4th Prize - Mario Parrinello The strategic unity of this conception is admira-
ble: ODT, white critical moves and royal battery creation. Black play is totally 
homogeneous, since the black blocker at e1 also guards a flight (b4/e4).  

Construction is excellent: for instance, bPg4 stops two different cooks. a) 
1.Ba6! Bg3 2.Kb5 Ke2 3.Rf3 Be1 4.Ka5+ Qxa6#, b) 1.Rd6! Ra1 2.Kd4 Kd2 
3.Rc3 Re1 4.Ke5+ Qxd6#. 
Section H, Retros (Judge: Andrey Kornilov)  

1st Prize - Andrey Frolkin A three-fold “Retro - Phoenix” with retro-
promotion of white pieces (B-R-R) and many other interesting retro elements. 
A classical retro analysis! 1.Qa6-a7+ d4-d3! (1...e7xBf6?) 2.Rc5-c4! (Rb4-b3? 
Rb4-c4?) d5-d4 3.Rc4xBc5!! B~-c5+ 4.Rb4-b3 Bc5-~ 5.h7-h8=B! (5.Re4-c4 

Be7-c5 6.h7-h8=B Bd8-e7 7.Re8-e4 d6-d5 8.e7-e8=R d7-d6 9.e6-e7 Be7-d8 
10-13.h2→h7 Be7→e7 14.Rh4-b4 Bd8-e7+ 15.Rh8-h4 ? or 10-13...Bf8→e7 
14.Rh4-e4 e7xBf6 15.Rh8-h4/Bg5-f6 ?) B~-c5 6-9.h2→h7 Be7-~ 10.Rh4-c4 
Bd(f)8-e7 11.Rh8-h4 Be7-d(f)8 12.h7-h8=R+ B~- 13-16.h3→h7 B~ 17.g2xPh3 

Be7-~ 18.Re4-b4 Bd8-e7+! 19.Re8-e4 d6-d5 20.e7-e8=R h4-h3 21.e6-e7 Be7-
d8 22.f2-f3 Bf8-e7 23.e5-e6 e7xBf6 24.Bg5-f6 d7-d6 25.Bc1-g5 h5-h4 
26.d2xSc3 S~-c3 27.e4-e5! Sc3-~ 28.Sc5-a4 Sa4-c3+ 29.Sb3-c5 Qc3-a5 etc. 
2nd Prize - Nikolai Beluhov A record realization of retro-play of Umnov theme 

with help of white Q+2R combined with 5 loss of retro-tempi by the black h-
Pawn. Many tries lead to illegal positions. 1....Qd2-e2# 2.Ra3-b3 h3-h2 
3.Rb3-a3 a3-a2 4.Qa2-a1 h4-h3 5.Qa1-a2 Ba2-b1 6.Qb1-a1 h5-h4 7.Qa1-b1 
Rb1-c1 8.Rc1-d1 h6-h5 9.Rd1-c1 Qc1-d2 10.Rd2-d1 h7-h6 11.Rd1-d2 Bd2-

c3 12.Rc3-b3 Bb3-a2 13.Qa2-a1 Ra1-b1 14.Qb1-a2 Ba2-b3 15.b3-b4 Rb4-c4 
16.Rc4-c3  etc. 
3rd Prize - Dmitriy Baibikov An excellent combination of themes “Knight 
wheel” and “Piece in 4 corners” with nice tries. 1.Rc5xQd5+ Bf8-h6 2.Sg6-h8! 

(2.h7-h8=S Bh6-f8 3.e6-e7 Bf8-h6 4.h6-h7 ? or 2-4.Bh5→g8 Bh6→f8 5.h7-
h8=S Bf8-h6 6.h6-h7 e6-e5 7.Bg6-h5?) Bh6-f8 4-8.Sa1→g6 Bf8→h6 9-
13.Se6→a1 Bh6→f8 14.Sg7-e6! e6-e5 15-17.Sh1→g7 Bf8→h6 18-23.Sa8→h1 
Bf8→f8 24.a7-a8=S Bh6-f8 25-26.a5→a7 Bh6→h6 27.a4-a5 a5x~b4 etc.  
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Section F, s# (Judge: Živko Janevski) 

1st Prize - Swen Trommler A complex combination of white reciprocal bat-
tery transformation and black half-battery play. An unexpected ambush key 

and nice choice of the W2 & W3 moves. 1.Qh6! (2.Rd6+ Kc7 3.Rd5+ Kb6 
4.Bxg4+ Kxa7 5.Rd7+ Ka8 6.Bf3+ Bxf3#), 1...Sd2 2.Rh7+ (2.Rc7+?) 
Kd8  3.Sbc6+ (3.Sb7+?) Ke8 4.Bf7+ Kd7 5.Bh5+ Kc8 6.Bxg4+ Bxg4#, 1...Sh2 
2.Rc7+ (2.Rh7+?) Kd8 3.Sb7+ (3.Sc6+?) Ke8 4.Bd7+ Kf7 (4...Ke7 5.Bxg4+ 

Ke8 6.Bh5+ Bxh5#) 5.Bxa4+ Kg8 6.Bxb3+ Bxb3#, (1....Bc2 2.Rd6+ Kc7 
3.Rd5+ Kb6 4.Bf5+ Kxa7 5.Rd7+ Ka8  6.Be4+ Bxe4#). 
2nd Prize - Mikhail Khramtsevich A five-fold cycle of White’s 2nd and 3rd 
moves with 5 different mates and a happy connection of two well-known 

mechanisms. 1.Qb1! (2.Rxd2+[A] Bxd2+ 3.e3+[B] Bxe3#), 1...Ra3 2.e3+[B] 
Rxe3 3.Sxf3+[C] Rxf3#, 1...Rxc4 2.Sxf3+[C] Kd5+ 3.Qe4+[D] Rxe4#, 1...exf5 
2.Qe4+[D] fxe4 3.Bxe5+[E] Qxe5#, 1...Rxe2 2.Bxe5+[E] Rxe5 3.Rxd2+[A] 
Bxd2#. 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[dwdwdKdN]
[kdbdw$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdKhwdwd]
[dnhwdrdw]
[wdRGwdwd]
[gwdk0ndw]
[whp0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$Bdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdpdwdwd]
[dpdPdwdw]
[wiwdw0wd]
[0PdwdwdP]
[wdP0wdwd]
[0pdwdPdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[IwdwdwdP]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdphwd]
[dwdwdndw]
[wdwdwibd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Prize
Torsten Linss
FIDE World Cup 2010

s#17          C- (5+2)
b) bSc2

1st Prize (Cup winner)
Vlaicu Crişan 
FIDE World Cup 2010

hs#3 2 sols.     (5+11)
Anti-Super-Circe, nNs
rRPaos, bBVaos

2nd Prize
Diyan Kostadinov 
FIDE World Cup 2010

hs#2 b)  Pf6→e8   (7+8)
Eiffel Chess + Super-Circe

3rd Prize
Ján Golha
FIDE World Cup 2010

h#3      3 sols. (1+2+3)
Circe Parrain

3rd Prize - Torsten Linss An excellent aristocratic miniature with two model 
mates in opposite corners and Forsberg twins. a) 1.Sg5! Ka3 2.Qb4+ Ka2 
3.Se4 Ka1 4.Qc3+ Ka2 5.Ra5+ Kb1 6.Sd2+ Kc1 7.Kg2 Kd1 8.Qa1+ Bb1 9.Sf3 

Kc1 10.Kh1 Kd1 11.Rg2 Kc1 12.Qb2+ Kd1 13.Rd5+ Bd3 14.Sh2 Ke1 15.Rg1+ 
Bf1 16.Qe5+ Kf2 17.Rg2+ Bxg2#, b) 1.Rb6! Ka3 2.Qb2+ Ka4 3.Qa2+ Sa3 
4.Ke4 Ka5 5.Rff6 Ka4 6.Kd5 Ka5 7.Kc6 Ka4 8.Kb7 Ka5 9.Ka8 Ka4 10.Qb3+ 
Ka5 11.Rf5+ Sb5 12.Rb8 Ka6 13.Qc4 Ka5 14.Sf4 Ka6 15.Sd5 Ka5 16.Qb4+ 

Ka6 17.Sc7+ Sxc7# 
Section G, f# (judge: Eric Huber)  
1st Prize - Vlaicu Crişan This piece of work offers various exchanges of func-
tions (PAe1 - VAf1, PAc6 – VAd6, Nb7 – Nd8), royal battery creation, orthogo-

nal-diagonal (Chinese) transformation and dual avoidance at Black’s first 
move. This artistic success also ends in aesthetical mirror mates. 1.Kxd8→e2! 
Kxc6→c3! 2.PAxe5→c8 Nbxd6→a4 3.VAxc4→e5+ Kb3#, 1.Kxb7→e2! 
Kxd6→f4! 2.VAxc4→b8 Nxc6→h8 3.PAxe5→c4+ Kg5#. 

2nd Prize - Diyan Kostadinov During solutions two batteries are created, 
cross-checks are administered, and dual is swiftly avoided. a) 1.dxc8Q (Pg2)! 
gxh1Q (b8R)+! 2.Rxb7 (b1B)+! Be4# [2.Rxb7 (d1B)+? Bxf3 (P~1)!], b) 1.dxe8S 
(Pg2)! gxh1R (h8B)+! 2.Bxd4 (c1S)+! Se2# [2.Bxd4 (g1S)+? Sxf3(P~1)!]. 

3rd Prize - Ján Golha Three superb chameleon-echo mates in a perfectly 
economical setting. The number of captures is balanced (2 per solutions) and 
the play is inventive enough. An excellent Bohemian fairy! 1.nBh3! Kd2 
2.nBxf5 Ke2 (+nSg5) 3.exf5 nSe6 (+nBd6)#, 1.nSe7! nBxe6 2.Ke5 (+bPd7) Kd3 

3.dxe6 nSd7 (+nBc7)#, 1.e5! nSxg4 2.Ke4 (+nBf4) Kc3 3.exf4 nSg3 (+nBg2)#. 


