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W________w
[wdwdw4wd]
[dndwdwdw]
[wdpdpdwd]
[0wdrdwdk]
[Khwdwdw0]
[dwdw1wdw]
[bdBdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwGw]
[wdPdPdwd]
[Iw)wHwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[driwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwgwdwd]
[dwdp4pdp]
[Bdbdw4wd]
[dpdwdqdw]
[whwdwdwd]
[dwdwhwdp]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[whwhwdpd]
[dwdkdpdw]
[wdwdw1R4]
[dw4wdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w

StrateGems 2009 h#n Award 
Award by Hans Gruber (D-Regensburg) and Ulrich Ring (D-RoBdorf) 

We gladly accepted Mike Prcic's offer to act as replacement judges in this tourney. A total of

thirty-two longer helpmates were published in StrateGems during the year 2009. The average

level was satisfying (many nice ideas and pleasant problems), but the quality at the top was

only moderate. Only half a dozen problems were suitable to be included in the award, two

honorable mentions and four commendations.

List of participating problems

I-III/2009 (5) H1374, H1375, H1376, H1377, H1378.

IV-VI/2009 (6) H1397, H1398, H1399, H1400, H1401, H1402.

VII-IX/2009 (10) H1417, H1418, H1419, H1420, H1421, H1422, H1423, H1424, H1425,

H1426.

X-XI/2009 (11) H1443, H1444, H1445, H1446, H1447, H1448, H1449, H1450, H1451,

H1452, H1453.

1st Honorable Mention - (Fadil Abdurahmanović - H1424) 1.c5 Kb5 2.Sd3 Kc6 3.Sd6 Kd7

4.e5 Ke6 5.Sf7 Kf5 6.Qh6 Bd1#. The central Rook is interfered with on all four sides, a

surprising achievement. It is interesting to explore why the Rook cannot simply be sacrificed.

The main reason is, because each of the interference moves has additional effects, some of

which are more interesting than others (e. g. Sd6 guards f5).

2nd Honorable Mention - (Chris Feather - H1417) a) 1…Kb3 2.Ra1 Sf1+ 3.Kb1 Bc1 4.bxc1R

Sd2#, b) 1...Ka4 2.Kb2 Bf4 3.Ka1 Ka3 4.exf4 Sc2#. Two nice active sacrifices with very

different purposes: replacement of a guard by block vs. granting a tempo move. (In his

selfmates, Camillo Gamnitzer calls this a power-mass-transformation.) The problem delivers a

fresh impression.

1st Commendation - (Guy Sobrecases - H1451) 1...Bc8 2.Bf3 Kf2 3.Be4+ Kxe3 4.Bc7 Kd4

5.Be5+ Kc5 6.Sc6 Kb6 7.Bb8 Bb7#, 1...Kh2 2.Rd6 Kg3 3.Qf4+ Kxf4 4.Re5 Kxe5 5.Bb6 Kxd6

6.Ba7 Kc7 7.Bb7 Bxb7#. The path of the WK along two separate diagonals is characterized by

interferences in one solution and sacrifices in the other. There is a good mixture of homogeneity

and contrast between the solutions.

2nd Commendation - (Reinhardt Fiebig and Rolf Wiehagen - H1401) 1.Qb4 Rc4 2.Rd4 Rc8

3.Rc7 c4+ 4.Kc5 Rxc7#. The final Bristol maneuver on the c-file is nicely introduced by three

moves visually resembling a Bristol cascade.

3rd Commendation - (Henk Weenink - H1374) a) 1.Qg6 g3 2.Rd5 gxf4 3.Rd6 Rb5 4.Qf7

Re5#, b) 1.Qf3 g4 2.Rf7 g5 3.Re7 Rxf4 4.Qd5 Rf6#. Diagonally mirrored echo. The necessary

unpin of the white Rook determines the sequence of the white moves. The white play is not

exciting, but the open position of the Rook is pleasing. The black play is homogenous.

4th Commendation - (Mirko Degenkolbe - H1426) 1.Bg1 Kxg1 2.Kh5 13.Kxc6 Kg1 16.Kxf4

17.Kxf5 18.Kxf6 19.Ke5 20.f5 21.f4 Kg1 22.f3 gxf3 23.gxf3 Bh3 24.Ke4 Kf1 25.fxe2+ Ke1

26.Kd3 Bf5# Every new helpmate in 26 moves (or longer) is worth (at least) a commendation.

1st Honorable Mention
Fadil Abdurahmanović
ded. to Mike Prcic 70th

h#6                       (2+11)

2nd Honorable Mention
Chris Feather

h#3½  b) Pb2→e5  (6+3)

1st Commendation
Guy Sobrecases

2nd Commendation
Reinhardt Fiebig
& Rolf Wiehagen

h#6½     2 sols.      (2+14) h#4                          (3+9)
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W________w
[wdwdwgwd]
[dwdbdw0w]
[wdwdk4w0]
[dwdw4wdw]
[w$wdw0wd]
[Iwdpdw1w]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdndwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdpdw]
[wdPdw)wd]
[dw0wdPdw]
[wdpdw)pi]
[dp)w0w0w]
[w)wdPdPg]
[dwdwdBdK]
w--------w

StrateGems would like to thank Hans

Gruber and Ulrich Ring for stepping in as

judges and completing the award in record

time.

Please send claims of anticipations to

Nikola Stolev by January 31st, 2012.

StrateGems 2009 Fairies Award 
by Vlaicu Crisan 

Many thanks to Petko Petkov for inviting me to act as a judge for the fairy section of

StrateGems. This is a challenging task because of the quantity and quality of the entries. It

does not come as a surprise that, in previous years, judges retained about 40% of the

compositions in the final award! Such a high percentage attests to the hard work of the fairy

column editor.

During 2009, 105 problems were published. I will disclose my insights into the judging

process, in order to give you some idea of the decisions I had to make. Initially, I divided the

problems into five sections having a similar number of entries. The first group was direct and

self-problems, the second was series-problems, the third was help-play miniatures, the fourth

was help-play non-miniatures and the fifth was help-self compositions.

After my first look, I discovered that 52 problems were candidates for inclusion in the final

award, according to my main selection criteria: the thematic fairy density, originality of ideas,

economy of presentation and overall artistic presentation. However, as these compositions

were not uniformly distributed among the five sections, I made two tough decisions. My first

decision was to have a single section for all the problems. This made the judging process more

arduous, because it is difficult to compare the merits of two problems with different

stipulations. The second decision was to apply more thorough screening and to eliminate

problems that failed to score well according to the four above mentioned criteria.

As a result of this second screening, half of the candidates were eliminated. These problems

would have been worth some distinction in other informal tourneys. Most of them had strong

and clear thematic content, but there was a small flaw either in presentation or in economy that

prevented me from retaining them. I decided to penalize single-phased problems, move

repetitions, help-play compositions failing to show enough inter-play and direct and self-

problems not showing sufficiently original (specific) ideas.

The process of ranking the remaining 26 problems was also devilishly difficult, because the

difference between prizes, honorable mentions and commendations is not so obvious. In the

end, everything became a matter of personal taste more than anything else. I would like to

apologize to composers who may feel that their problems were unfairly neglected and, at the

same time, to congratulate all participants for the extremely entertaining, though complicated,

experience I had during judging.

I propose the following classification:

1st Prize - (Jean-Marc Loustau - F0890) This is truly an original masterpiece, which

deserves further study. A random move by VAb2 threatens 2.PAa2#. Black has three main

thematic defenses which are all met by white mates on the b2-e5 diagonal: 1...VAc2 2.Sc3#

1...VAg3 2.Rd4# and 1...Rxh3 2.Re5#. However, the main drawback of the key is that it

allows VAg7 to intercept PAa2, hence the refutation 1…VAb2!

3rd Commendation
Hank Weenink

4th Commendation
Mirko Degenkolbe

h#4  b) Pg7→g6   (3+11) h#26                     (10+10)
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W________w
[wGwgK4wd]
[gwdwdBgw]
[wdR4pdrd]
[dNdRdwdr]
[bHwdkdRd]
[dwdw)ndQ]
[RGwdwgpd]
[hwdB$r4B]
w--------w

W________w
[wGwdbdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwgpd]
[Iw)Pdkdw]
[w4wdp)pd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdQd]
[0p0w0q4w]
[wdwdndwd]
[dwdwdwgw]
[Ndwdwdwd]
[Ipdwdpdn]
[wHp0Pibd]
[dwdwhw4w]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwgndwd]
[dwdk0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

In an attempt to avoid this refutation, white VAb2 climbs up along the b2-e5 diagonal. These

moves have the positive effect of thwarting black refutation, but also the negative effect of

thwarting the white mates prepared in the try, due to self-obstruction and guard of mating

squares by VAg7. The first degree correction 1.VAc3!? fails against 1...VAc2! as c3 is now

obstructed. The second degree correction 1.VAd4!? provides a hurdle, so 1...VAc2 can be met

by 2.PAc4#, but 1...VAg3! refutes now as d4 is now obstructed. The third degree correction

1.VAe5!? controls f4 and provides another hurdle enabling 1...VAc2 2.PAxe6# and 1...VAg3

2.VAf4#, but 1...Rxh3! refutes as e5 is now obstructed. Finally the key 1.VAf6! accomplishes

the objective: although the squares c3, d4 and e5 are now guarded by VAg7, the positive effect

is a triple interference of PAg6, PAf8 and PAd6, hence the changed mates: 1...VAc2 2.Sxd6#,

1…VAg3 2.Bxf3# and 1…Rxh3 2.Bxg6#. In the end we have a 4th degree white correction, but

not a 5th degree as claimed by the author with 3 changed mates after 1…VAc2, 2 changed

mates after 1...VAg3 and 1 changed mate after 1...Rxh3. (Zagoruiko theme is also realized.)

The heavy construction has drawbacks, with many underused pieces, the most notable being the

white VAb8 which is unused in the real play. However, the striking originality of the whole

mechanism deserves top recognition, as this is one of the most convincing and clear correction

problems I have ever seen! Solution: 1.VAb2~? (2.PAe2#), 1…VAc2 2.Sc3#, 1...VAg3

2.Rd4#, 1...Rxh3 2.Re5#, 1...VAb2!, 1.VAc3!? same threat VAc2!, 1.VAd4!? same threat:

1…VAc22.PAc4#, 1…VAg3!, 1.VAe5!? same threat, 1…VAc2 2.PAxe6#, 1…VAg3

2.VAf4#, 1...Rxh3!; 1.VAf6! (2.PAe2#), 1...VAc2 2.Sxd6#, 1...VAg3 2.Bxf3#, 1...Rxh3

2.Bxg6# (1…Sc2 2.Bxc2#)

2nd Prize - (Petko A. Petkov - F0831) At first glance this is not so original, as there are several

longer helpmates in which R and B create reciprocal batteries in each solution, while the bK

gets to the mating square. However, a closer look reveals some peculiar features which

distinguish this problem from those helpmates. First: neither the R nor the B are on their final

battery lines and must take a side step: Rb4-b5-a5 and Be8-b5-a6. Second: transferring ideas

from helpmate to helpselfmate is not always easy, because in hs# genre the economy principles

apply both to white and black pieces. And here Petko reveals again his astonishing technical

abilities to exploit pieces to the maximum. For instance, bBf6 blocks a flight and guards both

b2 and d8, while wBb8 blocks b8 while keeping an eye on f4. It is a pity that, while b6 is

guarded only by the R (hence making 1…Bb5 a pure interference), a4 is guarded twice, so

1…Rb5 is also an unguard. This side effect can't be avoided by moving the bR down on the

line for instance at b1, since the move interversion 1...Ra1+ 2.Kb4 Ra5 would be possible.

However, there is a kind of compensation for this unwanted side effect, namely the anticipatory

abandon of the control of the line opened by the P move at B4. An excellent composition, just

slightly behind F0890, due to the originality factor. Solution: 1…Rb5+ 2.Ka4 Ra5+ 3.Kb3

Ba4+ 4.Ka2 e3 5.Qc2+ Bxc2#, 1…Bb5! 2.Kb6 Ba6+! 3.Kc7 Rb7+ 4.Kc8 g5 5.Qh7+ Rxh7#.

1st Prize
Jean-Marc Loustau

#2 tries  QLeo    (15+16)
bBVao, rRPao

2nd Prize
Petko A. Petkov, in mem.
of Miloslava Petkov

hs#4½    2 sols.      (6+7)

3rd Prize
Franz Pachl

4th Prize
Peter Harris

h#3                   (2+16+4)
b/c) nGg8→h4/g3
NNightrider, QGrasshop.
nZebrarider, NCamelrider

hs#3½   2 sols.    (0+0+4)
Sentinelles en Pion adverse
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W________w
[wdwdwdp0]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdQ1wdwd]
[dwdwdNdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[0wdwdwdp]
[wdp0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[r0Kdwdwd]
[dwdwGw$w]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwiw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iw!wdwdn]
w--------w

3rd Prize - (Franz Pachl – F0851) The three neutral riders are controlling flights: nNa4 is

guarding e2, nCR keeps an eye on e3 and nZR takes care of g3. The three well-unified

solutions follow the same pattern: White creates a neutral rider - neutral Grasshopper battery,

while Black performs an anticipatory self-block on the flight granted by the neutral rider

departure and limits its activity on the battery firing line. It is aesthetically pleasing to see all

keys on the same square, allowing access of the neutral Grasshopper to the critical square,

although the motivation is not the same: in a) the bQ is opening the line, while in b) and c) the

black pieces, moving to f4, are hurdles. However, there are some minor flaws: the capture of

the white plug on e2 in one solution and the double motivation of move 3…c5, both restricting

nCR line and providing a hurdle for the nG. In spite of these slight blemishes, the setting seems

skillfully arranged, and I consider fully acceptable the compromises made by the author in

order to ensure the soundness of the idea. Solution: a) 1.Qf4 nGd5 2.Qg3 nZRb8 3.e6 nGd1#,

b) 1.Sf4 nGe4 2.Sxe2 nNc8 3.b6 nGb1#, c) 1.Bf4 nGe5 2.Be3 nKRd8 3.c5 nGb5#.

4th Prize - (Peter Harris – F0899) A most memorable position with only four pieces! The mix

between neutrals and Enemy Sentinelles offers two matching solutions, with white promotions

and fairy specific mates. I liked very much that the fairy condition is used by both White and

Black and plays an impressive role in the mate by preventing both the nK switchback and

guarding virtual flights. Of course, too much strategy is not possible with so few pieces. The

order of moves, difficult to control when there are only neutrals on the board, is subtly forced

by the need to have the sentinels of the right color. The reason this problem didn't get a higher

distinction is that the nP has no particular role in the first solution (and simply removing it will

not change at all the intended solution). Nevertheless, this gem will find its place in any

anthology of miniatures. Solution: 1…nSc7 2.nSe6 (+Pc7) nBxe7 3.nSd4 (+Pe6) nBd8 (+Pe7)

4.e8Q+ nKd6 (+Pd7)#, 1…nSd6 2.nSb5 (+Pd6) nBa5 3.nSc7 (+Pb5) nKc6 (+Pd7) 4.d8S+

nKc5 (+Pc6)#

5th Prize - (Chris Feather - F0900) This is the best series-mover of the tourney, showing an

AUW + 1 extra promotion with 5 pieces and only Kings and Pawns on the board! (This

problem reminds me of an Asian saying: "You can recognize masters by what they can do with

a few things!") It is worth mentioning that the order of promotion-captures is changed between

phases. In a) bK forces first the promotion of nPg8 into nB, then the nB forces the promotion of

nPg7 into nQ and the nQ finally captures the bPh8 delivering a specific PWC mate. In the twin,

it is now nPh8 which is first promoted into nS, then the nS forces the promotion of the nPg8

into nS and finally this nSg8 helps the promotion-capture of nPg7 into nR with another specific

PWC double check-mate. Although the number of PWC specific effects is slightly unbalanced

(only 5 in a) compared with 7 in the twin), the overall density of the thematic fairy condition

propels this remarkable composition into the prizewinners' category. Solution: a) 1.Kg6 2.Kh7

3.Kxg7 (nPh7) 4.nPh5 5.Kxg8 (nPg7) 6.Kxg7 (nPg8=B) 7.nBf7 8.nBe8 9.nBxh5 (nPe8=Q)

nQxh8 (bPe8)#, b) 1.Kf7 2.Kxg7 (nPf7) 3.Kh7 4.Kxh8 (nPh7) 5.Kxh7 (nPh8=S) 6.Kxh8

(nSh7) 7.nSf6 8.nSxg8 (nPf6) 9.nSxf6 (nPg8=S) nPxg8=nR (nSf7)#

5th Prize
Chris Feather

ser-h#9    PWC    (1+2+2)
b) Neutral Ph8

6th Prize
Mario Parrinello

hs#3       3 sols.      (5+9)
Anti-Circe, qQLeo

7th Prize
Chris Feather

8th Prize
Vaclav Kotěšovec

ser-h#10*             (8+2+1)
b) nPb7→c7
Chameleon wQs f6 & h8

h#6½       4 sols.      (2+2)
Koko, Minimummer
nNightrider

W________w
[wdwdwdw!]
[dpdkdwdw]
[pdwdw!wd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[dP)wdw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w
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W________w
[Rdwdb1wd]
[dw1Pdwdw]
[w!w!wdwd]
[dBdwdwdw]
[w1P)p)wd]
[hw)piwdK]
[ndwdw$p4]
[dw!wdwHw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdq]
[wdwdwgwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdNdwG]
[)PdwdpHk]
[w)w4wdRG]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdkdwdw!]
[dw)wdwdw]
[QdBdwdw4]
[)wdwdwdw]
[p4wdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[rdwdwdw$]
[4wdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwgwdwd]
[dw0w0wdw]
[wdwdPhwd]
[dpHkdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[bdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdw!w]
w--------w

6th Prize - (Mario Parrinello - F0811) Another three-solutions problem, with unified battery

effects in a sparkling presentation. In order to force Black to mate, White must trigger the initial

S-R specific battery, while at the same time the wLE must take control over h7. Any LE move

on 7th rank will do the job, but at the same time will grant a flight on the 3rd rank to wK.

Surprisingly, wK must eventually flee to this flight in W2, while the B2 promotion sets up

another battery, with the LE acting as a front piece. The final move is a battery check countered

by a battery mate. The slight blemish is the crude wBe1, so a question arises: is it possible to

use another piece instead on the first rank, giving the bLEg1 the opportunity to control e1 and

therefore play a specific role in the final mate as well? Apparently this can be done easily by

mirroring the position (Kf2 - Ka7) and replacing the B with a white LE, suggesting there is still

some room left for improvement. Solution: 1.LEb7 LEa8 2.Kb3 b1R 3.Rg2+ LExg2 (LEg1)#,

1.LEd7 LEc8 2.Kd3 b1B 3.Rg4+ LExg4(LEg1)#, 1.LEc7 LEb8 2.Kc3 b1S 3.Rg3+ LExg3

(LEg1)#

7th Prize - (Chris Feather - F0873) The series-mover with a set-play is a kind of paradox in

which Black can't preserve the set-mate. Doubling this idea with a different set and real mates is

already a noteworthy achievement, seldom seen. But what really gains this problem the prize is

the fact that both twins are unified by another paradoxical idea: Black transforms in the same

piece as white in the set-play! This interesting theme, which was also the objective of the first

Problem Paradise tourney, is one of Chris Feather's original trademarks. Although, in the twin,

it is the black Pawn that is promoted to Bishop instead of the neutral Pawn, the block of Pa6 in

both set-plays, the black promotions on the same square (a1), captures on b3 and mates by the

same white piece (Qh8) reinforce the unity of this splendid Meredith. The two white Pawns (c3

and g3) used to stop cooks in the twin and the repeated first black moves, are a small price to

pay taking into account the wealth of this problem. Solution: a) Set: 1...nPb8nCS#, 1.axb5 2.b4

3.nPb5 4.nPxa4 7.nPa1nCS 8.nCSxb3 (nCB) 9.nCBg8 (nCR) 10.nCRb8 (nCQ) CQhf8CS#, b)

Set: 1...nPc8nCB#, 1.axb5 2.bxa4 5.a1CB 6.CBb2 (CR) 7.CRxb3 (CQ) 8.CQg8 (CS) 9.Ke8

10.nPc6 CQg7(CS)#.

8th Prize - (Vaclav Kotěšovec - F0896) The second miniature in the list of prizes, unlike the 4th

Prize, scores well, as far as technical merit is concerned, with its four-fold Chameleon-echo

without twinning, but it fails to achieve high marks on artistic impression, mainly due to

repeated moves. Although such a blemish would have swept away from the award a less

ambitious composition, F0896 compensates with four different good keys and the royal battery

mates. This utmost economical presentation is rendered possible by the combination of very

constrictive fairy conditions which cause the helpmate stipulation to be inadequately used, since

Black seldom has any real choice or control of his own play. This is a controversial

composition, perhaps the fruit of a silicon, rather than human, brain. Solution: 1...Qb1 2.Nf5

Kb2 3.Kg4 Qc1 4.Ng3 Qc2 5.Kf4 Kc3 6.Kf3 Kd2 7.Kf2 Ke3#, 1...Qg1 2.Nf2 Qg3 3.Kg4 Qg1

4.Kf3 Qb1 5.Ke3 Kb2 6.Ke2 Kc1 7.Ke1 Kd2#, 1...Qb2 2.Nf5 Kb1 3.Kg4 Kc2 4.Kf4 Kc3 5.Ke4

Qb4+ 6.Ke5 Kc4 7.Ke4 Kd5#, 1...Qf4 2.Kg4 Qh2 3.Kg3 Qa2 4.Nf2 Kb2 5.Kf3 Qb3+ 6.Ke2

Kc3 7.Ke3 Kd2#

1st Honorable Mention
Hubert Gockel

#2     Anti-Circe   (13+11)
qQGrasshopper

2nd Honorable Mention
Mario Parrinello

hs#3       2 sols.      (9+5)
RPao, BVao

3rd Honorable Mention
Petko A. Petkov

4th Honorable Mention
Chris Feather

hs#3        2 sols.     (7+6)
Take & Make Chess
QGrasshopper, rRPao

h#2       2 sols.      (4+7+1)
Chameleons wSc5 & wQg1
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1st Honorable Mention - (Hubert Gockel- F0861) A classical-style white AUW, with many

specific Anti-Circe effects. The key 1.Gg3! moves away the hurdle, allowing two bGs to

control the 'e' file, hence threatening a G promotion mate. Black's main pair of defenses is

based on the rebirth of the Sg8. Any white promotion on e8 (except the G) will activate the

ecto-battery check by wGb6. This ecto-battery is doubly guarded by bGb4 on b6 and d4.

1...Sxc4 (Sg8) removes the control on d4, so 2.dxe8S (Sb1)# mates due to a first rebirth

conflict, as 2…Gxb6 (Gb1)?? is no longer possible. 1...Sxb5 (Sg8) removes the control on b6,

so 2.dxe8Q (Qd1)# mates due to a second rebirth conflict, as 2…Gxd4 (Gd1)?? is no longer

possible. The other pair is less unified. 1…d2 gives a flight on d3, while creating a second

ecto-battery with Ge1 as the rear piece, hence 2.dxe8B (Bf1)# mates due to a double-check

from Gb6 and Gc1. 1…Gf3+ threatens wK while creating a third ecto-battery with Gg3 as the

rear piece, hence 2.dxe8R (Rh1)# mates (due to the occupation of bG's rebirth square), as

2…Gxh3 (Gh1)?? is no longer possible. Were the variation 1...d2 based also on rebirth

conflict, this problem would have received a prize. In order to make the concept work, White

must arrange a double control on e8, hence the underused wRa8 and wBb5. The illegal

position in Anti-Circe doesn't embarrass me at all. Solution: 1.Gg3! (2.dxe8G#), 1...Sf3+

2.dxe8R (Rh1)#, 1...d2 2.dxe8B (Bf1)#, 1...Sxc4 (Sg8) 2.dxe8S (Sb1)#, 1...Sxb5 (Sg8)

2.dxe8Q (Qd1)#, 1...Ge7 2.Re2#.

2nd Honorable Mention - (Mario Parrinello - F0865) A delightful chain of white and black

Umnov moves, in an appealing ODT setting. The exchange of functions between bR and bB

(front vs. rear battery pieces) is obvious. More discreet is the exchange of functions between

wPA and wVA (anti-battery rear piece vs. flight guard). The unpinning of wS forcing black

mate is a nice strategic enhancement. Although some composers would consider this opinion

rather dogmatic, I think it would be worthwhile to replace the bQ with a bB and to add wPe7.

In spite of the additional white force, in this context it is better to avoid the presence of a

powerful passive Q on the board. Solution: 1.Ka2 Bxb2 2.VAf6 Kh4 3.Sg5+ Bxf6#, 1.Ka1

Rxb2 2.PAd2 Kg2 3.Sf2+ Rxd2#.

3rd Honorable Mention - (Petko A. Petkov - F0893) Take & Make offers plenty of

possibilities in the hs genre, as Petko convincingly showed in his two prizewinners from the

Tzuica 2009 tourney. Here we can admire again two pairs of pieces exchanging their roles.

First: wGa6 and wGh8 alternatively play the role of the anti-battery rear piece vs. the hurdle.

Second: bP Ab4 and bPAh4 alternatively sacrifice themselves for the active wG and the wK.

The economy is almost perfect, with wPc7 intelligently introducing a supplementary Take &

Make effect and wPa5 both guarding b6 and stopping bPA control over wGa6. WBc6 acts as a

Pawn in one solution, but in the second it needs to guard d5. Of course, wPA opens the gate for

wK in the first solution, while in the second it doesn't - perhaps placing it on f2 instead of h2

would be more accurate for unifying the strategy in both solutions. Although Take & Make is

employed in half of the moves and both Kings show some good specific activity, one can't

ignore the feeling of seeing a good mechanism scheme rather than a polished composition.

Solution: 1.PAb2! PAh5 2.Kxh5-h1 PAb8 3.Gxb8-b7+ Kxb7-b1#, 1.PAd2! PAg4 2.Kxg4-g1

PAd6 3.Gxd6-d8+ Kxd8-d1#

4th Honorable Mention - (Chris Feather - F0822) This is better than F0821 by the same

author, showing a similar idea, also in a Meredith setting. Paradoxically, White must promote

the neutral Pawn into a chameleon piece, in order to avoid an unwanted control of the mating

square. The tries 1.Ke5 cxd8=Q 2.nQd3 cQg6=cS#?? [3.nQxg6!] and 1.Kc6 cxd8=nR 2.nRd7

cSb7=cB#?? [3.nRxb7!] explain why the neutral Pawn must promote into neutral chameleon:

1.Ke5 cxd8=ncR! 2.ncRd3=cQ cQg6=cS# [3.ncQxg6=ncS??] and 1.Kc6 c8=ncB!

2.ncBd7=nR ncSb7=ncB# [3.ncRxb7=ncB??]. The exchange of roles between the white

chameleons enhances the strong thematic AntiZiel strategy. Solution: 1.Kc6! c8=nCB 2.nCd7

(nCT) CSb7 (CB)# (not 1...nPxd8=nR? 2.nRd7 CSb7 (CB)+? nRxb7!), 1.Ke5! nPxd8=CR

2.nCRd3 (nCQ) CQg6 (CS)# (not 1…nPxd8=nQ? 2.nQd3 CQg6 (CS)+? 3.nQxg6!)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwGBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dr4wdndw]
[wdkdndwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdp4RdN]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwgPHkdw]
[wdwdNdpd]
[dw0wdrdw]
[wdwdKhwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wgwdwdwd]
[Hwdwdwdw]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[w)wHRdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdrdwdq]
w--------w

W________w
[wiwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[0wdw1wdw]
w--------w

5th Honorable Mention - (Geoff Foster - F0818) Two impressive sequences of moves in an

aristocratic setting ending in two chameleon-echo stalemate positions. In a) RBg6 pins Rd3

directly, Rb5 via g6-e8-a4-c2, Sd1 via g6-h5-d1-c2 and Sb1 via g6-h7-g8-a2-b1-c2, while RBb4

controls the remaining squares either directly, or via a3-c1. In b) RBg5 pins Re3 directly, Rc1

via g5-h6-f8-a3-c1-d2, Sc3 via g5-d8-a5-d2 and Se1 via g5-h4-e1-d2, while RBg6 controls the

remaining squares either directly, or via h5-d1. Although I liked this problem very much, the

existence of a forerunner (Ian Shanahan – 1st Prize The Problemist 2007 - Serial Section)

prevents a higher place. Solution: a) 1.Rd3! 2.Sc3 3.Sd1 4.Sd2 5.Sb1 6.Rb5 7.Qb4 Rbxb4 =, b)

1.Se1 2.Kd2 3.Qa5 4.Rc1 5.Re3 6.Sc3 7.Qg5 Rbxg5 =.

6th Honorable Mention - (Petko A. Petkov - F0812) Nice transformation of the white double

pin in a black battery ending with King anti-battery mates after two neat consecutive

cross-checks. The exchange of functions between NAe4 and NAe5 (anti-battery check vs.

hideaway) is doubled by the exchange of functions between Bc5 and PAf3 (switchback vs.

passive guard). The presentation in set and real play is an advantage here, although there is an

extra white move not having an equivalent in the set. It's a pity there is no perpetuum mobile.

Solution: 1…PAe3 2.NAg1 PAf3+ 3.NAf6+ Ke4#; 1.PAf8! Be3 2.NAa6 Bc5+ 3.NAf7+ Ke5#

7th Honorable Mention - (Petko A. Petkov - F0850) Again a set hs#3 without perpetuum

mobile. There is an exchange of functions between Qh1 and Rd1 (passive mate vs. active unpin

and anticipatory control of mating square), as well as between Re4 and Sd4 (passive capture vs.

active self-block). The usage of a nK and the surprising lack of white tempo add a spicy taste to

this composition. From a strategic point of view, there are more dissimilarities than in F0812: in

set White delivers a double-check, while in play it is a simple discovered check. Moreover,

while 1...Re1 guards directly e4, 1...Qh4 anticipatorily guards d4. As the rest of the moves are

merely flight controls and self-blocks, I could not give this interesting problem a higher place.

Solution: 1...Re1 2.Sf5 Sb5 3.Rd3+ nKxe4#; 1.Sc8! Qh4 2.Ree3 Sb7 3.Rbc3+ nKxd4#.

8th Honorable Mention - (Peter Harris - F0848) An exotic blend of fairy, typical of Peter's

unique composing style. All the conditions are intensely exploited in every half-move, while the

strange double-mate stipulation deserves recognition. I particularly appreciated how the clever

use of Super-Circe forces the rebirth of the captured pieces in places where they can patrol or be

patrolled by other pieces, hence enabling the next captures. There are however some slightly

heterogeneous effects: in the first solution, after the key the nPa1 makes all the moves

advancing to a nQ thanks to 4 consecutive captures: first the nQ and then (three times) the nS.

In the second solution, the nQ patrols first the nS without capturing, but enabling two

consecutive captures by the nS which advances on the Einstein ladder to a nR and afterwards

both the Pawn and the initial nQ make a capture each. The final double mates are a result of

patrolling simultaneously both Ks after the final move. It takes some time to understand in

detail all these motivations, but with a lot of patience, in the end, one can appreciate the merits

of this wonderful Tanagra. Solution: 1...nQxa1 (+nPb2) 2.nPxa1nS (+nQc4) nSxc2=nB

(+nSb3) 3.nBxb3=nR (+nSb5) nRxb5=nQ (+nSc6) ##, 1...nQc1=nR 2.nSxa1=nB (+nPd4)

nBxd4=nR (+nPc5) 3.nPxd4=nS (+nRc6) nRxc6=nQ (+nRc8) ##..

5th Honorable Mention
Geoff Foster

ser-h=7 b) Qe5→f5 (2+6)
BReflecting Bishop

6th Honorable Mention
Petko A. Petkov
in mem. Helmut Zajic

hs#3*                      (6+9)
NNao, rRPao

7th Honorable Mention
Petko A. Petkov

8th Honorable Mention
Peter Harris

hs#3*                 (6+4+1)
kneutral King

h##2      2 sols.    (1+1+3)
Super-Circe + Einstein +
Patrol Chess
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[wdwdwGwd]
[iwdw)wdp]
[wdwdpdP)]
[dwdBdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwiwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
[wdwdw0qd]
[dr0wdwGB]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dR$wdw4b]
w--------w

W________w
[bdwdwdw1]
[dwiwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw$]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdw)pdw0]
[dwdwIRgw]
[wdrGwdr!]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw0pd]
[dwHwhwdw]
[w)wiwINd]
[dPdw0Qdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdw1ndw]
w--------w

9th Honorable Mention - (Gilles Regniers - F0858) This problem is at the borderline between

Honorable Mention and Commendation, primarily because the density of specific fairy effects

is much lower than the expected 50%. It is the unexpected full exchange of roles between bP

that elevates this problem to honorable mention: eP and hP do not only alternatively promote in

S and B, but they also perform a similar strategy after the promotion! While the first promoted

piece actively sacrifices itself in order to be captured by the white piece on f4, the other self-

blocks one of the two initial flights - the second being recovered by the white mating move. It is

impressive that this could have been arranged in the same number of moves, although one

deplores that bS does not also capture a white piece in the twin. Solution: a) 1.e1S 2.Sf3 3.Sxh2

(Sb8) 4.h2 5.h1B 6.Bxg2 (Bc8) 7.Be6 8.Ba2 Bxb8 (Bc1)#, b) 1.e1B! 2.Bg3 3.Bxh2 (Bf8) 4.h2

5.h1S 6.Sf2 7.Sd3 8.Sb2 Rxf8 (Ra1)#.

1st Commendation - (Krasimir Gandev - F0898) This is one of the most ambitious helpmates,

with three pairs of pieces exchanging their roles in a superb ODT presentation. First the TR and

NE reciprocally activate each other through the annihilation of the bP, in the same time acting

as a hurdle for the white Chinese pieces. Although the white PA and VA don't move at all in the

solution, they slightly change their functions: guard of flight vs. attack of bK. Finally the nLE

and nPA change their duties: one is granting access to the bK to the mating square and guarding

distance flights, while the other simply continue to act as a hurdle for the indirect battery from

the initial setup. The lack of inter-play prevents a higher ranking. Solution: 1.nLEh4! TRf1

2.Kc8 TRxf4-f5#, 1.nPAa3! NEe1 2.Kb7 NExc3-b4#.

2nd Commendation - (Mario Parrinello - F0800) I definitely loved the Isardam effects, based

on the white switchback prevention. WR and wB already keep an eye on wK in order to thwart

any black attack and so do the bR and bB. In order to force the hs, White must first decoy its

own pieces and then obstruct them, while Black must put Q on the spiking line. In the end a

simple interference will force black captures. A clear and convincing exchange of roles between

wR and wB (bK attack in W1 vs. sacrifice through interference of black line in W3), as well as

between bR and bB (mate by capturing the sacrificed piece vs. active sacrifice after a Pelle

move). The presentation using a twin instead of two solutions or set-play form simplifies the

constructional challenges, but also unfortunately decreases the final ranking of the problem to

a commendation. Solution: a) 1.Rf7 Bf4! 2.Qxf4+ Qb8 3.Bc3+ Rxc3# (Rf3?), b) 1.Ba5 Rc3!

2.Qxc3+ Qc8 3.Rf4+ Bxf4# (Bd2?)

3rd Commendation - (Petko A. Petkov - F0810) Let's first reproduce the author's comments

from the solutions: "ANDA-07 theme, Umnov, creation of batteries with Lions" and analyze

them. The ANDA-07 theme requires that two pieces form batteries of different color in two

different phases. After reading the article from StrateGems 45, a careful reader will note a

difference with a significant theoretical importance. All the examples provided in the article use

the same pieces A and B with the same roles as front and rear battery pieces in both phases.

However in F0810, the thematic pieces (wMAc5 and bMAe5) form a black battery as A-B,

while the white battery is formed as B-A!

9th Honorable Mention
Gilles Regniers

ser-h#8  Anti-Circe  (7+3)
b) wRf4

1st Commendation
Krasimir Gandev

h#2      2 sols.      (5+6+2)
BVao,RPao,BNereid
RTriton,qLeo

2nd Commendation
Mario Parrinello

3rd Commendation
Petko A. Petkov
in mem. Helmut Zajic

hs#3  b) Qh2→c1  (6+9)
Isardam

hs#2½      2 sols.     (6+8)
Anti-Andernach
nNMao,qQLion
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdw0PdP0]
[dwdPdwdw]
[wdqdwIpd]
[db!ndwdw]
[wip)wdpd]
[hwdwdNdQ]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwIwdk]
[qdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdw!Q]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpiwHwd]
[dwdBhKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

I suggest calling this reversed ANDA-07, as opposed to classic ANDA-07.

The Umnov move appears in both solutions at B3, but there are different pieces making this

move: in one solution it is the MAe5, while in the other it is the bK. Finally, the LI batteries

have in one solution the wSg4 as a rear piece and is activated at W3, while in the other solution

it is again the bK who triggers the fire in B3. This revolutionary ANI composition is certainly

against the current judging standards requiring unity between phases. The rather low ranking of

this original problem is mainly due to not-so-rich strategic content compared to other ANI

compositions, although I acknowledge there are some technical difficulties imposed by the

ANDA-07 theme. Solution: 1...Sg3 (white) 2.Me6 (black) Lih4 (white) 3.Sxe3+ Mg4 (white)#,

1…Mc6 (white) 2.Sf2 (black) Lixb4+ 3.Me4 (black)+ Kc5#

4th Commendation - (Franz Pachl & Dieter Müller - F0840) In spite of a heavy setting, this

problem earns its place in the award for the doubling of two-colored Phoenix theme. I also

liked the humorous note that moves Gh1-h7 and CRf1-d7 are played in both solutions but by

different sides. The discrete dual avoidance in the choice of blocking the flight at B3 - again by

one of the thematic pieces (G or CR) is motivated in both cases by the need to grant or preserve

white control over the same square (bl). The artistic presentation, although partly penalized by

the ugly presence of the four dual or cook stopping Pawns, could not be improved. Solution: a)

1.gxh1G CRd7 2.Gh7 gxh7 3.Ga2! (CRa2?) h8G#, b) 1.gxf1CR Gh7 2.CRd7 exd7 3.CRa2!

(Ga2?) d8CR#

5th Commendation - (Chris Feather - F0824) This is the third awarded miniature. I liked the

two neutral Pawns capturing each other in different ways and the various mates using all the

neutral Pawns, but I disliked the continuous twinning. The fairy condition is a rather discrete

presence and serves mostly to help the nQ promotion. I would have preferred a second Circe

specific mate as in c), but unfortunately this seems to be difficult to achieve. Anyway, this is an

impressive task and a fine piece of work. Solution: a) 1.RNe2 nPd5 2.nPdxc4 (nPc2) Kf6

3.c1nQ nQd2+ 4.RNh8 Kg7#, b) 1.nPd3 Ke3 2.nPcxd3 (nPd2) Kxd2 (nPd7) 3.RNb2 d8nQ

4.nQd7 Kc1#, c) 1.RNe8 nPc5 2.nPcxd4 (nPd2) Kf3 3.dlnQ+ nQxd4 (nPd7)+ 4.RNh2+ Kg2#,

d) 1.nPc3 Kb3 2.nPdxc3 (nPc2) Kxc3 (nPc7) 3.RNc5 c8nQ+ 4.RNal+ Kb2#

6th Commendation - (Chris Feather - F0866) In the set and play, a white Sparrow must

deliver the mate by moving to g4. All black pieces play an active role in the solution: the bP

occupies in the end the initial square of bK, while the bSP occupies, in the end, the initial

square of bP. The wK, active in the final ending position, is also a plus. Please note that the bP

is specifically pinned by the SPh3 in the final mate - a subtle specific effect for a rarely seen

fairy piece. Solution: Set: 1...SPgg4#; 1.SPxg3 2.SPf5 3.SPg7 4.Kg6 5.h5 6.Kg5 7.SPh6

SPg4#.

4th Commendation
Franz Pachl &
Dieter Müller

h#3     b) –Pg6     (8+11)
nNCamelrider
qQGrasshoppers

5th Commendation
Chris Feather

h#4       Circe     (1+1+2)
b) Kf5→f4, c)=b+Sa4→a6
d) = c + Kf4→a2
nRoyal Nightrider

6th Commendation
Chris Feather

7th Commendation
Vito Rallo

ser-h#7*                  (5+3)
qQSparrows

h#3        2 sols.       (3+3)
Circe Parrain

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
[ndp0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdBdwd]
[dwdw!wdw]
[wdw0w0wd]
[Hwdwgwdw]
[wdw)w)wd]
[RwdwIwdR]
w--------w

7th Commendation - (Vito Rallo - F0879) The best Circe Parrain helpmate in the tourney.

Despite of the serious blemish of the two repeated moves, the fairy condition is actively

exploited by both sides and the two ideal mates made me finally include this charming

miniature in the award. Solution: 1.Sd5 Kg4 2.cxd3 Sxd3 (Bb2)+ 3.Ke4 (Pe3) Sc5#, 1.cxd3

Sxd3 (Bb2)+ 2.Kxd3 (Pd2) Ba1 (Sc2) 3.Sc4 Sb4#.

8th Commendation - (Peter Harris -

F0830) Another Harris-made miniature:

three different solutions and three different

fairy conditions in an ultra-economic

setting. The rich usage of sentinels is

amazing! In 1.e8=bQ solution sentinel d2

guards a flight (e1) and the sentinel f3

serves to preserve the color of bQ after

capture - an Anti-Andenach specific

reasoning. In the 1.e8=bS solution, two

sentinels are required: first (e6) in order to

eliminate the longer Qg8-a2 move and the

second (f3) for guarding the e2 flight.

In the 1.Ke2 solution, sentinel h2 is promoted to Bishop, which in turn creates a new sentinel

on f3 guarding the mating bQ. Sentinel e2 serves both as wK shield and for preserving bQ

color. It's a pity the B is not used in the final mating position, but one can't expect everything

to be perfect with only this material on the board. Solution: 1.e8Q(bl) Qe1(w) 2.Qd2(b)

Qd8(w+Pd2) 3.Qa8(b) Qt3(w) 4.Qa8 (bl+Pf3) Qxf3#, 1.e8S(bl) Sg7(w) 2.Se6(bl+Pg7)

Sd4(w+Pe6) 3.Sf3(bl+Pd4) Sg1(w+Pf3) 4.g8Q(bl) Qxg1#, 1.Ke2 Kg1(+Ph2) 2.Ke1(+Pe2)

h1B(w) 3.Bf3(bl) Ba8(w+Pf3) 4.e8Q(bl) Qxe2#.

9th Commendation - (Geoff Foster - F0823) I liked the humorous and original Meredith: #2

with no black King to mate on the board! Of course, the half-neutral King must move during

the play and does so four times - twice by castling. The three different line openings of the

wQ, by black pieces, fully compensate its lack of activity. The annoying symmetry, which is

always an issue in this type of problems, is partly avoided thanks to the anti-symmetrical key,

taking the control of g2 and the try 1.Bd5? 1…f3! Solution: 1.Bh3! (zz), 1…d3 2.0-0-0# (K in

neutral phase), 1...f3 2.0-0# (K in neutral phase), 1...Bxd2+ 2.hKd1 (nK), 1...Bxf2+ 2.hKf1

(nK)#.

Many thanks to Vlaicu for this comprehensive and well-described award. Please send

anticipation claims to Petko A. Petkov no later than January 31 st, 2012.

StrateGems 2010 Studies Award 
By Iuri Akobia 

Nineteen studies were published in StrateGems 2010. Ten were excluded from the awards for

the following reasons:

E0181 and E0185 (Poisson). The studies are too simple with forced play and lacking tries. A

multi-phase approach is recommended.

E0182 (Vrabec) The study has a dual: 3.e6! Kb2 4.Kc4! (authors move 4.Ka4?) Se3+ 5.Kxb4

Sc2+ 6.Kc4 Sd4 7.e7 Sf5 8.e8S!=;

E0183 (Josten) The main idea of the study is well-known. For example, there is N. Bakke & M.

Bergvoll, 1976. Added introduction play did not add anything interesting.

E0186 (Kostadinov & Stanchev) The position after the fifth move can be seen in the study of

M. Garcia, 2000 (see No.67432 in the base HvdH IV). Unfortunately, the authors added five

moves to force the white Bishop to g8.

8th Commendation
Peter Harris

9th Commendation
Geoff Foster

hs#4     3 sols.        (2+1) #2  Half-neutral Ke1 (8+3)
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W________w
[Ndwdw4wd]
[0w)wdwdw]
[pdndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdqd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$w4r]
[wdw0RIwi]
[dwdNdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[niwdwgwd]
[4wdwdwdw]
[wdw)w0pd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdKdwGwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdw)w]
[RIRdwdwd]
[dwdwdndw]
[wiwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

E0187 and E0193 (Marković) Very heavy positions make these problems difficult to be

considered as studies. Many pieces on the board have no role.

E0189 (Nikitin) Very short mechanical play. The same can be said about E0184.

E0194 (Nikitin) Author's move 5.Se6 losses after 5…Kxe6 6.Sd4 Kd6 (or Kd7)-+. Needs to

play 5.Sd7+! and win with a short play. But, where is a study? I understand, the author is a

beginner. He needs to learn from classical works.

A now for the awarded entries:

1st Prize - (Franjo Vrabec - E0195) 1.Re3+! (1.Re6? Sb4! 2.Rd6 Rxa8 3.Rd8 Rc8!! 4.Rxc8

Sd5! 5.Kg5 Kg3 6.Kh6 Kh4 7.Kg7 Kg5 8.Kf7 Kf5 9.Ke8 Ke6 10.Kd8 Kd6 =) 1...Kh2! [1...Kg2

2.Re6 Sb4 (2…Sd4 3.Rg6+! Kh3 4.Rd6 Rxa8 5.Rxd4 Rc8 6.Rc4 a5 7.Rc3+ Kg2 8.Kg4! a4

9.Rc2+ Kf1 10.Kf5 a3 11.Ke6 a2 12.Rc1+ Ke2 13.Kd7 +-) 3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rd8 Sd5 5.Rxd5 Rc8

6.Rc5 Kf3 (6…a5 7.Kg4! a4 8.Rc2+ Kf1 9.Kf5 +-) 7.Kg5 Ke4 8.Kf6 Kd4 9.Rc1 Kd5 10.Ke7 +]

2.Re6 Sb4 (2…Sd4 3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rxd4 Rc8 5.Rc4 a5 6.Kg4! +-, or 2…Rxa8 3.Rxc6 Rc8

4.Kg5 +-) 3.Rd6 Rxa8 4.Rd8 Rc8! (4.Sd5 Rxd5 5.Rc8 Rc5 6.a5 Kg4! +-) 5.Rxc8 Sd5 6.Kg4!

Kg2 7.Kh4! Kh2 8.Rf8!! Sxc7 9.Rf2+ Kg1 10.Kg3 Sb5 (10…Sd5 11.Kf3 +-) 11.Rf3!

(11.Rd2? Kf1 =, or 11.Rf4? Sc3 =) 11.Sd4 (11…Sd6 12.Rd3 Se4+ 13.Kf3 Sg5 14.Kg4 +-)

12.Rd3! Sf5+ 13.Kg4! (13.Kf4? Sh4 14.Kg3! Sf5+) +-

2nd Prize - (Gunter Amann & Martin Minski - E0180) 1.Kf1+! Kh1 2.Sf1+ Kh2 3.b8Q

Qb1+ 4.Sd1+ Kh1 5.Qxg3 (5.Qxb1? Rg1+ 6.Kf2 Rg2+ 7.Kf1 Rg1+=) 5…Qxd1+ 6.Kf2 Rh2+

(6…Rxg3 7.Rxg3 Qf1+ 8.Kxf1 d1Q+ 9.Re1 Qd7 10.Kf2+ Kh2 11.Rg2+ Kh3 12.Rh1#)

7.Qxh2+ Kxh2 8.Re6!! A difficult key move! Other white Rook moves fail. Thematic try

8.Re5!? Kh3 zz =; 8.Re7? Qb1!=; 8.Re8? Qa1!=; 8.Re4! Qg1+ 9.Kf3+ Kh3= 8…Kh3 9.R6e5 zz

(9.R6e4? Qf1+ 10.Kxf1 d1Q+ 11.Kf2 Qd8!=) 9…Qf1+ 10.Kxf1 d1Q+ 11.Kf2 Kg4 12.Kg2

Kf4 13.R2e4# An interesting struggle of heavy pieces ends with a model mate. It is a pity that,

in both phases, the reciprocal zugzwangs arise at 6 pieces. In spite of this, the study deserves the

high placing.

1st Honorable Mention - (Gerhard Josten - E0191) 1.d7+! Rc7+ (1...Kb7 2.Rb5+ (d8Q)

2…Sb6+ 3.Rxb6++-) 2.Kb5 (2.Bxc7+? Kxc7 3.Rxf6 Be7 (Bg7)=) 2…Be7 3.Ka6 gxf5 4.b3!! zz

Thematic try 4.b4!? Bd8! zz 5.b5 Be7 6.b6 Sxb6 7.Kxb6 Bc5+ (Bd8)= 4…Bd8 5.b4 zz Be7

6.b5 Bd8 7.b6 zz Be7 8.bxc7+ Sxc7+ 9.Kb6 Bd8 10.Kc6+- . An interesting struggle with

mutual zugzwang.

2nd Honorable Mention - (Alain Pallier & Marcel Doré - E0198) 1.Ra2+! (1.Rc2+? Kxc2

2.Ra2+ Kd3 (Kd1) 3.Rxf2 Sxg5=) 1...Kxa2 2.Rc2+ Kb1 3.Rxf2 Sxg5 4.Kc4! Kc1 5.Kd3 Se6!

6.Rf5! (6.Kc3? Kd1 7.Rf6 Sg5 8.Kd3 Ke1 9.Ke3 Sh3! 10.Rg6 Kf1!=; 6.Rc2+? Kd1 7.Rf2

Sc5+! 8.Kd4 Se6+ 9.Kd3 Sc5+=) 6…Kb2! 7.Re5 (7.Rf6? Sc5+ 8.Kc4 Se4 9.Rf4 Sd2+=)

7…Sg5 8.Rb5+ Kc1 (moves 7 and 8 can be inverted) 9.Rf5! Kb2 10.Rf6! h5! 11.Rh6! A) –

11…Kb3 12.Rb6+ Thematic try 12.Rxh5!? Se6 13.Rb5+ Ka4 14.Rb6 Sc7 15.Kc4 Ka5

16.Rb7 Sa6=; 12…Ka4 13.Kc4+-; B) – 11…Sf3 12.Rxh5 Se1+ 13.Kd2 Sf3+ 14.Ke2 Sd4+

15.Kd3 Sc6 16.Kc4!+- A logical study with a choice of the first move. Unfortunately, the play

very quickly passes to the territory of EGTB and the struggle R vs. S. It is difficult to consider

this part of the study as original.

1st Prize
Franjo Vrabec

Win                        (4+5)

2nd Prize
Günter Amann
& Martin Minski

Win                         (5+5)

1st Honorable Mention
Gerhard Josten

Win                         (5+6)

2nd Honorable Mention
Alain Pallier &
Marcel Doré

Win                         (4+4)
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W________w
[kdwIwdRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHpdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dndwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdndwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[hPdwdwdw]
[wIPdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdRd]
[iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[khwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[NdPdwdpd]
[dwdw0w)w]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdPdwgK]
[wdw)rdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Honorable Mention - (Janos Mikitovics - E0196) 1.Kc7+! Ka7 2.Rxg5 Ka6 (2…Sc3

3.Kc6 Ka6 4.Rg8 Ka7 5.Rg4 Se2 6.Sxg2 fxg2 7.Rxg2 Sc3 8.Rg1 d4 9.Ra1+ Kb8 10.Ra3+-)

3.Kc6! (3.Rg8? Kb5 4.Rb8+ Kc5! 5.Rx1 Kd4!=) 3…Ka5 (3...Sc3 4.Rg8! Ka7 5.Rg4! Se2

6.Sxg2 fxg2 7.Rxg2 Sc3 8.Rg1! d4 9.Ra1+ Kb8 10.Ra3!) 4.Kxd5 Kb4 5.Ke4! (5.Kd4? Sc3

6.Kd3 Kb3 7.Sc4 Sb1 8.Se3 Sc3 9.Sc4 Sb1=) 5…Sd2+ 6.Kd3! Sc4 7.Sd5+! (7.Sc2+? Ka4!

8.Se3 f2! 9.Rxg2 Sxe3 10.Rxf2 Sd5 11.Kc4 Sb6+ 12.Kc5 Sd7+ 13.Kc6 Se5+ 14.Kd5 Sd3= ;

7.Kd4? f2 8.Rxg2 Sxe3 9.Rxf2 Sc4=) 7…Kb3 8.Rg3!! f2 9.Ke2++- Despite the g2-Pawn,

White finds a way to win.

Special Prize - (Richard Becker – E0188) 1.Rd2! [1.Rg3? f2 2.Rf3 Sb7 -+, or 1.Rh2? Bg1!

2.Rd2 f2 3.Rd1+ Kb2 4.Kxa5 Sd6! 5.c5 (5.b6 Sxc4+ 6.Ka6 Sxb6 -+) 5...Sc4+! 6.Ka6 Se3

7.Rd2+ Kc3 8.Rxf2 Bxf2 9.b6 (9.c6 Sd5 10.Kb7 Bb6 -+) 9...Sd5 10.b7 Sb4+ 11.Ka7 (11.Kb6

Bg3 12.c6 Bb8 -+) 11...Sc6+ 12.Ka8 Bg3 13.b8Q Sxb8 14.Kb7 Sd7 15.c6 Sc5+ 16.Kb6 Se6 -+]

1...Sb7 (1...f2 2.Rd1+ Kb2 3.Kxa5 Kc2 4.Rf1 =, or 1...Bb6 2.c5 =) 2.Kb3 Sa5+ (2...Sc5+ 3.Ka3

Kb1 4.Rf2 =) 3.Kb4 Sxc4 4.Rd7! [4.Kxc4? f2 5.Rd1+ Kb2 6.Kd3 Sd6 7.Ke2 Se4 8.Rd3 (8.b6

Bx6 9.Rd3 Bc5 transposes) 8…Kc2 9.Rf3 (9.Ra3 Sc3+ 10.Kf1 Bc5 -+) 9…Bb6 10.Rh3 Sd2

11.Rh1 Bc5! zz 12.b6 Bxb6 13.Rd1 Se4 14.Rd2+ Kc1 15.Rd1+ Kb2 16.Rd3 Bc5 17.Rh3

(17.Rf3 Kc2 18.Rh3 Sc3+ 19.Kf1 Kd2 20.Rh5 Be3 -+) 17...Sd2 18.Rh1 Kc2 19.Rd1 Se4

20.Rd2+ Kb3 21.Rd3+ Sc3+ 22.Kf1 Kc2 23.Rf3 Se4 24.Ke2 Bd4 2S.Rh3 Sc3+ 26.Kf1 Kd2

27.Rh4 Be3 -+] 4…Bb6 5.Kxc4 (5.Rd1+? Kb2 6.Kxc4 Kc2 7.Rf1 f2 8.Kd5 Kd3 9.Kc6 Ke2!

10.Rb1 Bd4 11.b6 Sf6 12.b7 Be5 -+) 5…f2 6.Rd1+ Kb2 7.Kd3 (7.Kd5? Kc2 8.Rf1 Kd3 -+)

7…Sd6 8.Ke2 Se4 9.Rd3 (9.Kf3? Kc2 -+) 9...Sc3+ 10.Kf1 Se4 (10…Kc2 11.Rd6 =) 11.Ke2

(11.Kg2? Kc2 -+) 11…Bc5 12.Rf3! (12.Rh3? Sd2 13.Rh1 Kc2 zz) 12…Kc1 13.Rd3! Kb2

14.Rf3 Kc2 15.Rh3! Sc3+ 16.Kf1 Sb1 17.Ke2 Sd2 18.Rh1 zz Bb6 (18...Ba7 19.Ra1 =)

19.Rd1 Se4 20.Rd2+ Kc3 21.Rd3+ Kc2 22.Rd2+ Kb3 23.Rd3+ Kb2 (23...Sc3+ 24.Kf1 Kc2

25.Rd6 =) 24.Rh3! (24.Rf3? Kc2 25.Rh3 Sd2 26.Rh1 Bc5 zz) 24…Sc3+ (24…Kc2 25.Rh2 =)

25.Kf1 Sb1 26.Ke2 Sd2 27.Rh1 Kc2 28.Rd1 Se4 29.Rd2+ Sxd2 Stalemate. The author

repeatedly uses this idea, but he always manages to find something new. Despite the complexity

of some lines, the content is very rich.

Special Honorable Mention - (Franjo Vrabec - E0190) 1.c7! Rh2+ 2.Kg4!! (2.Kxg3 Rh8

3.cxb8Q+ Rxb8 4.Sxb8 Kxb8-+) 2…Rh4+ (2…Rh8 3.cxb8Q+ Rxb8 4.Sxb8 Kxb8 5.Kxg3

3.Kf3! Rh8 4.cxb8Q+ Rxb8 5.Sxb8 Kxb8 6.Kxg3 Kb7! 7.Kh3! zz (7.Kg2? Kc6 zz -+;

7.Kh2? Kc7 zz -+) 7…Kc6 8.Kg2! zz Kd5 9.Kf3 zz Ke6 10.Kg4 zz Kd7 11.Kh3 zz Kc6

12.Kg2 zz Kd5 13.Kf3 zz – draw. A rework of an earlier study from SG 2006.

1st Special Commendation - (Marcel Doré - E0192) l.Kf4! (l.Ke3? Sc2+ 2.Kf4 Sb4!! 3.Be2

SdS+ 4.Kg4 Se3+ S.Kf4 Kh3 6.Kxe3 hlQ-+) 1...Kg1 2.Bc6 Sg2+ 3.Kf3!! h1Q (3...Sxh4+

4.Kg3) 4.B12+ Kh2 (4…Kf1 5.Bb5#) 5.Bg3+ Kg1 (5…Kh3 6.Bd7#) 6.Bf2+= A pleasant super

miniature.

3rd Honorable Mention
Janos Mikitovics

Win                        (3+6)

Special Prize
Richard Becker

Draw                      (4+5)

Sp. H.M.
Franjo Vrabec

Win                        (6+7)

1st Sp. Commendation
Marcel Doré
in memoriam C. Seneca

Win                         (4+4)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdpdwdw]
[w)w0wdwd]
[Iwdw0wdw]
[w)wdPdwd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdk0wdQd]
[dwHwdwdw]
[w$wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdn]
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdQdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw$wdwdw]
[wdwdwIw0]
[gwdNdwdk]
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwhw]
[Rdwdpdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdQd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdndwdwd]
[HwdkdKdR]
[wdwdRdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[hNdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw)wdwdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Special Commendation - (Alain Pallier - E0197) 1.Kb5!

Thematic try 1.Kb3!? d5 (1...Kb1? 2.Kc4 Kc2 3.Kd5 Kd3 4.Kxd6

Kxe4 5.b5+-) 2.exd5 d6 3.e4 Kb1=, 1...Kb2 (1...d5 2.Kc5+-)

(2.exd5 d6 3.Kc4 Kb2 4.Kd3 Kb3=) 2.Kc4 Ka3 (2…Kc2 3.Kd5

Kd3 4.Kxd6 Kxe4 5.b5 Kxe3 6.Kxe5+-) 3.Kd5 Kxb4 4.Kxd6 Kb5

5.Kxd7 Kxb6 6.Kd6 zz Ka5 7.Kxe5 b5 8.Kd4! (8.Kd5!? Kb6 zz

9.Kd6 b4=) 8…Kb6 9.Kd5 zz b4 10.Kc4+- At first sight this study

satisfies some modern requirements. It shows reciprocal zugzwang

with a thematic try. However, the thematic try is not enough for the

higher placement, also, the position of zz arises only in a setting

with six pieces. This is a pity!

Many thanks to Iuri for his (as always) excellent work. Please send claims of anticipation to

Franjo Vrabec no later than January 31st , 2012.

Recently Honored US Compositions 

All solutions and comments have been obtained from magazines which originally published the

awards, or from awarded composers.

R1 1....Kc5[a] 2.Qc8#[A], 1.Qe4? (zz), 1...Kc5[a] 2.Qd5#[D], 1...Kxc3[b] 2.Qc2#[C], 1...g4!,

1.Qe2+? Kc5[a] 2.Qb5#[D], 1...d3!, 1.Qe6+? Kxc3[b] 2.Qb3#[E], 1...Kd3!, 1.Se4? d3!; 1.Sa4!

(zz), 1...Kd3 2.Qe2#, 1…Kd5 2.Qe6#. Change of mates, change of move functions, radical

change.

R2 1.Qh3 (zz), 1...Sg3 2.Rg8/Rf8#, 1...Sf4 2.Rg8#, 1...Sg7 2.Rf8#, l...Kxh7 2.Qxh5#,

1...Sf6!; 1.Rh3! (zz), 1...Sg3 2.Rg8/Qf6/Qf8#, 1...Sf4 2.Rg8#, 1...Sf6 2.Qxf6#, 1...Sg7

2.Qf8#, 1…Kxh7 2.Rxh5#. Ivanov paradox II.

R3 1.Qg8? (zz), 1...d5 2.Qxd5#, 1...Kc5 2.Qc4#, 1...Kd7 2.Qe8#, 1...b6!; 1.Qe4+! d5

2.Qxd5#, 1...Kc5 2.Qc4#, 1...Kd7 2.Qe8#. Kareliya theme.

R4 1.Kf5? (2.Sf6#) Bc3!; 1.Rc5! (2.Se7/Sc7/Sb6/Sb4/Sc3/Se3#), 1...Bd8+/Bc7/Bb6/

Bb4/Bc3+/Bd2 2.Se7/Sxc7/Sxb6/Sxb4/Sxc3/Se3#. Kuzhaev theme.

2nd Sp. Commendation
Alain Pallier

Win                         (5+5)

R1 Robert Lincoln
3rd Honorable Mention
Problemist Ukraine 2010

#2                          (4+3)

R2 Robert Lincoln
1st-2nd Prize
Seven Chess Notes 2010

#2                          (5+2)

R3 Robert Lincoln
4th Honorable Mention
Seven Chess Notes 2010

#2                          (4+3)

R4 Robert Lincoln
3rd Commendation
Seven Chess Notes 2010

#2                          (4+3)

R5 Robert Lincoln
4th Commendation
Seven Chess Notes 2010

#2                          (4+3)

R6 Robert Lincoln
5th Commendation
Seven Chess Notes 2010

#2                          (3+4)

R7 Robert Lincoln
6th Commendation
Seven Chess Notes 2010

#2                          (5+2)

R8 Robert Lincoln
1st Commendation
Dashkovsky-JT 2010

#2                          (5+2)

W________w
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[dp!w0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwgwdwdw]
[wdRdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Ndwdwdwd]
[dpHwdwdQ]
[wdk0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
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W________w
[w!wdwdwd]
[hwdwdwdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dPdwHwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[hwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw!wd]
[Hwdkdwdw]
[Ndwdwdwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwhwdwd]
[dKdw$wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdw!wdw]
[wdwHwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdndwdw]
[wdK0wdwd]
[dwdw)wdr]
[kgb$wdw4]
[dwdw$wdp]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdw$w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0pIwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[4kdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwHwdw)w]
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[dwdwdkdK]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdQGwd]
[dwdwdpdN]
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[wHwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[w0w$wGpd]
[dkdwdPdp]
[w0wdPdw)]
[dKdwdwhw]
w--------w

R5 1.Kd3! (2.Qd4#), 1...e5 2.Qc4#, 1...Sf5 2.Qc4#, 1...Kc5 2.Qc4#, (1...Ke5 2.Qg5#).

Lincoln theme.

R6 1.Kb8! (2.Qa7#), 1…b4 2.Ra2#, 1…Bd4 2.Ra2#, 1…Ka5 2.Ra2#. Lincoln theme.

R7 1.Qf8! (2.Qxc8#), 1...Sb6 2.Qe7/Qd6/Kf6#, 1...Se7 2.Qxe7#, 1...Sd6+ 2.Qxd6#, 1...Sxa7

2.Kf6#. Ivanov paradox I.

R8 1.Sc4? (2.Sb6#) Sc8!, 1.Sc2? (2.Rb4#) Sc6!, 1.Sd1? (2.Sc3#) Sb5!; 1.Sd5! (2.Sb6/Sc3/

Rb4#), 1...Sc8 2.Sc3/Rb4#, l...Sc6 2.Sb6/Sc3# , 1...Sb5 2.Sb6/Rb4#.

R9 1.Sc2? (2.Sb4#) Sc6!, 1.Sc4? (2.Qb6#) Sc8!, 1.b4? (zz), 1…S~ 2.b5#, 1...Sb5!; 1.Sd5!

(2.Qb6/Sc7/Sb4#), 1...Sc6 2.Qb6/Sc7#, 1...Sc8 2.Sc7/Sb4#, 1...Sb5 2.Sb4/Qb6#.

R10 1.Kf4? (2.Qe5#) Sc6!; 1.d4! (2.Qe5/Sb6/Sc3#), 1...Sb5 2.Qe5/Sb6#, 1...Sc6 2.Sb6/Sc3#,

1…Sc8 2.Sc3/Qe5#.

R11 1.Kb6! (2.Qd3/Qe5/Rd7/Qc5#), 1...Sg7 2.Qd3/Qe5#, 1...Se6 2.Qe5/Rd7#, 1...Sc6

2.Rd7/Qc5#, 1...Sf7 2.Qc5/Qd3#, 1...Kd6 2.Qe5/Qc5#.

R12 First set: 1.Rxe5 Rxe5 2.Bb3 Ra5#, 1.Ba5 Sc5+ 2.Kb4 Rb3#; Second set: 1.Bd2 Rd3 2.Bf4

Rxc4#, 1.Be6 Rb3 2.Bg4 Rdxb4#. Black half-pin with two pin-mates in the first set and two

black Rook line closings in the second set (Real and pseudo black half-pin).

R13 1.Kxb3? (2.Qh1/Rg1#) Kc1!, 1.Qh2? (2.Rg1#) b2!, 1.Rg2? (2.Qh1#) b2!; 1.Qg8! (zz),

1...a2/b2/Ra2/Kc1 2.Rg1#, 1...Ka2 2.Qxb3#. Barnes, Dombrovskis, and Lincoln themes.

R14 1.Sd3? (zz), 1...Bxg5 2.Qf1/Qd2/Qe1#, 1...Bf2 2.Qxf2#, 1...Be1 2.Qxe1#, 1...f2 2.Qd1#,

1...Bg3!; 1.Se4! (zz), 1...Bxg5 2.Sg3/Qf2/Qd1#, 1...Bg3 2.Sxg3#, 1...Bf2 2.Qxf2#, 1...f2

2.Qd1#, 1...Be1 2.Qd3#. Kuzhaev theme doubled with changed play.

R15 1.Qe3? (2.Qh6#) f6/f5+/Kxh7!, 1.Qd7? (2.Qf5#), 1...f6 2.Qg7#, 1...Kxh7!, 1.Sg5?

(2.Qxf7#) Kf6!; 1.Qe5! (2.Qh5/Qf5/Qg7#), 1...f6 2.Qh5#, 1...f5+ 2.Qxf5#, 1...Kxh7 2.Qg7#.

Kharkov and Kuzhaev themes.

R16 1.chBg3 (chR)! (zz), 1...chSxe2 (chB) 2.chRc4 (chQ)+ chBxc4 (chR) 3.chRd3+ (chQ)

chRc3 (chQ) 4.chQd2 (chS)+ chQxd2 (chS)#, 1...chSxf3 (chB) 2.chRxh3 (chQ) g3/gxh3

3.chR7d5 (chQ)+ chBxd5 (chR) 4.chRd1 (chQ)+ chRxd1 (chQ)#. Black mimics white moves

while White sacrifices its Rooks in reverse order.

R9 Robert Lincoln
1st Honorable Mention
Dashkovsky-JT 2010

#2                          (4+2)

R10 Robert Lincoln
Special Mention
Dashkovsky-JT 2010

#2                          (5+2)

R11 Robert Lincoln
Sp. Commendation
Dashkovsky-JT 2010

#2                          (5+2)

R12 Mike Prcic
5th Prize
2nd FIDE World Cup 2011

h#2        4 sols.       (5+9)

R13 Robert Lincoln
3rd Commendation
PZR Zagreb QCT 2011

#2                          (4+3)

R14 Robert Lincoln
2nd Honorable Mention
Shumarin-JT 2011

#2                          (3+4)

R15 R.Aliovsadzade &
R. Lincoln, 3rd Comm.
Shumarin-JT 2011

#2                          (4+3)

R16 Mike Prcic
Commendation
feenschach 2006

s#4                         (9+6)
Chameleons on d4,d7,f4,g1
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W________w
[wdwdR4kd]
[dwdwdw1w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdQd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

W________w
[wdkhwdwd]
[!wdwdwdw]
[Rdwdwdwd]
[dwGBdwdw]
[wdwIwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wIwdwdwd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[HNdP4pdP]
[wdwdwGwd]
[dwdwdQdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwHwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[pdwdwHwd]
[)wiwdKdw]
[whwdwdwd]
[dwdP)wdw]
[ndw!wdwd]
[dRdBdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwHwdKd]
[dwdw$pdw]
[wdw)w0w!]
[dBGkdwdw]
[N0w0ndpd]
[dwdwhwdw]
[w)wdrdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dqdw0wdw]
[wgw0PdKH]
[dw0k0wdw]
[Bdw)pdQd]
[dw$wdwdw]
[wdNdRdwd]
[dwdwdbdw]
w--------w

ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS 

Problems published in this section are eligible for the year 2011 competition. Please send your

originals to the individual editors. All solutions and comments are due by 02/15/2012 and

should be sent to the Solutions Editor. Solutions and comments are preferred by email, although

regular mail solutions and comments will be accepted as always.

TWOMOVERS
Editor: Aaron Hirschenson, Judge: Miodrag Mladenović 

We start with two miniatures: T0758 by Luke has three nice variations, while T0759, by Bob,

shows Ivanov II Paradox. The joint, T0760, also shows Ivanov II Paradox in Meredith form and

with good play in four phases. Zoran's entry features two pairs of dual avoidance.

The first of two Nikola's entries combines Hannelius with two pairs of mates after random

and correction moves by black Knights. The second shows dual separating mates between three

phases (LOWIT 2010 theme). T0764 by Marjan features Schiffmann theme (II and III) with pin-

mates. The next entry by Januarta shows reversal play between the threat and the key, with two

changed mates and transfer mate. Finally, there is an interesting Dombrovskis by Give.

Note: From SG55, T0756 the twin is b) Ba2→b1.

StrateGems SUBSCRIPTIONS are due now and should be mailed in
before January, 1st 2012 to avoid delay in receiving the next issue.
Subscription rate will remain the same for 2012.

T0758 Luke Neyndorff
El Cajon, CA

#2                               (4+3)

T0759 Robert Linciln
Little Egg Harbor, NJ

#2… (5+2)

T0760 Grigory Popov
& Rauf Aliovsadzade

Russia/USA

#2… (9+3)

T0761 Zoran Nikolić
Serbia

#2                               (9+5)

T0762 Nikola Stolev
Macedonia

#2 (9+9)

T0763 Nikola Stolev
Macedonia

#2* (9+9)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[GwdKdwhw]
[wdwdwgQd]
[dw0kdrdw]
[Rdwdw0wd]
[dwdNdqdw]
[w)wHw)Bd]
[dwdRdwdb]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdBh]
[gwdQdpGw]
[wdpdwdpd]
[dw0Ndw0w]
[wdw0kdwd]
[4Rdp)wdw]
[pdwdwdPd]
[IwdwdRdw]
w--------w

W________w
[BdwdwdRd]
[dwGbdwdw]
[wdw)phwH]
[dw)wiwhw]
[p4pdPdwg]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wHwdwdwd]
[dwIwdR!w]
w--------w

T0764 Marjan Kovačević
Serbia

#2 (10+9)

T0765 Januarta Simadhinata
Indonesia

#2* (9+12) 

T0766 Givi Mosiashvili
Georgia

#2*                          (11+10)

SG54 (April-June) Solutions - TWOMOVERS

Comments from: Wilfried Seehofer (WS) and Jeremy Morse (JM)

T0743 (Velikhanov) 1.Se6! (zz), 1…Bd8/~ 2.Qf8#, 1…dxe6 2.Qxe6#, 1…d6/d5/Ke8 2.Qxd8#,

1…Kd6 2.Qc5#. Good key, four different mates by the Queen (WS), The key gives a second

flight and leads to four Q mates (JM).

T0744 (Lincoln) 1.Ra7? (zz), 1...Sf6[a] 2.Ra6#[A], 1...Sc7!, 1.Kc5? (zz), 1...Sd6[b] 2.Rxd6#,

1...Sg7!, 1.Rhf7? (2.f5#), 1...Sf6[a] 2.Rhe7#[C], 1...Sd6[b] 2.Rde7#[D], 1...Sg7!; 1.Rb7! (zz),

1...Sf6[a] 2.Rb6#[E], 1...Rd6[b] 2.Rh6[F]#, 1...Kd6/Sc7/Sg7/Kf6 2.Rb6/Rb6/Rh6/Rh6#. A

good try is 1.Kc5? Sg7! (WS), Good duel between bS and wRs (JM).

T0745 (Markevitch) 1.Sxe5! (2.Sd7/Sf7/Sc6/Sg6/Sc4/Sd3/Sf3#), 1...Bb7 2.Sc6#, 1...Sd7

2.Sxd7, 1...Sg6 2.Sxg6#, 1...Qg8 2.Sf7#, 1...Sc4 2.Sxc4#, 1...Kf4+ 2.Sg4#, 1...d1Q+ 2.Sd3#,

1...g5 2.Rf1#, 1...Be6 2.Qf3#, 1...fxe5 2.Qxe5#. Fleck theme with interesting aspects, e.g. the

cross-check (WS), Seven-eights of a Fleck - 2.Sf3 is never forced - plus three other defenses by

bPs (JM).

T0746 (Hirschenson) 1.Sc5~? (2.Be6[A]/Be4#[B]), 1…Re6+/Bxa5/Bxd5 2.Bxe6/Sxe3/Rxd5#,

1...Sf4[a]!, 1.Se4? (2.Be6#[A]), 1...Sf4[a] 2.Sg3#[C], 1...Bxa5 2.Sxe3#, 1...Sg5!; 1.Se6!

(2.Be4#[B]), 1…Sf4[a] 2.Sg7#[D], 1…Rxe6+/Bxe3/Bxd5 2.Bxe6/Sxe3/Rxd5#. Simple

illustration of Barnes theme (JM).

T0747 (Mosiashvili) 1.Sd~? (2.Sc2#) Sde2!, 1.Sf~ (2.Sg2#) Sfe2!, 1.Qh6? (2.Sg2#), 1...Sde2

2.Re2#, 1...Bh3!, 1.Qb6? (2.Sc2#), 1...Sfe2 2.Re2#, 1...Sd3!, 1.Qd5? (2.Qe4#), 1...Sd3

2.Sg2#, 1...e4 2.Qd4#, 1...Bf5!; 1.Qa3! (2.Qc1#), 1...Sde2 2.Sc2#, 1...Sfe2 2.Sg2#, 1...Se4

2.Qe4#. Tricky tries (JM).

T0748 (Paslack) 1.R~? (2.Sd4#), 1...Bd5 2.Qd1#, 1...Qe4~ 2.e4#, 1…Qd5!; 1.Rf7! (2.Sd4#),

1...Bd5/Qe4~/Qd5 2.Qd1/e4/Sg4#. The strong key pins the Queen and builds up a battery

(WS), Attractive sequence of White and Black correction (JM).

T0749 (Robert) 1.Qb7? (2.Se4#) Rxe5![a], 1.Qe7? (2.Qxc5#), 1...Rc6 2.Se4#, 1...Rxe5

2.Qxe5#, 1...Rc8 2.Qxa5#, 1…c4 2.Qxc4#, 1...Sd7!, 1.Qg3? (2.d4#), 1...Rxf6 2.Se4#,

1...Rxe5 2.Qxe5#, 1...h4!; 1.Rf3! (2.d4#), 1...Rxe5 2.Se4#. Rather slight for this composer

(JM).

T0750 (Guida) 1.Re4[C]? (2.Qf7#[D]), 1...Bg8 2.Qxg8#, 1...Rxe4 2.e3#, 1...Bxd4[b]!,

1.Qf7[D]? (2.Re4#[C]), 1...Kxd4[a] 2.Rd6[A]#, 1...Bxd4[b] 2.Re5[B]#, 1...Re5/e6 2.e3#,

1...Bg8!; 1.Re5![B] (2.Rc5#), 1...Kxd4[a] 2.Re4#[C], 1...Bxd4[b] 2.Qf7#[D], 1...Rxe5 2.e3#.

Clever pattern of recurring moves by wQ and wR (JM).

T0751 (Witztum) 1.e4? (2.Qd4#), 1...Sxc4 2.Sxc4#, 1...Qxe4 2.Qxe4#, 1...Qe3![y], 1.Se4?

(2.Qd4#), 1...Qe3 2.Bxf6#, 1...Qxe4 2.Qxe4#, 1...Sxc4![x]; 1.Be4! (2.Qd4#), 1...Sxe4[x]

2.Rxb5#, 1…Qe3[y] 2.Sxg4#, 1…Qxe4 2.Qxe4#. This appears to be an illegal position (JM).
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIndw]
[wHkdwdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdP!wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[w!wdwgwd]
[dwdwdw0n]
[BdNHwdpd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wGwdwdwd]
[dKdw0Rdw]
[wdw)w)wd]
[dpdkdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw!Pdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Hwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdQd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdNdR]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdkdP]
[wdw$wdNd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdNd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[wdQdpdwd]
[dwdwdp$w]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwGwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwHwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwipd]
[dwdwdwHw]
[wdwdwdQd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdB!p]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdkdr]
w--------w

THREEMOVERS 
Editor: Rauf Aliovsadzade, Judge: Vadim Vinokurov 

We close this year's competition with eighteen originals.

Miniatures have been coming in in abundance, and I selected seven of them for this issue. In

M1014 and M1019, the author claims a new idea: Nikitin theme-White closes a line, then

checkmates on the same line.

F. Kapustin shows five models in his M1020 (this original has a nice try). His other original,

a joint with V. Volchek (M1027), is a very good presentation of Grimshaw with change of play.

Mike's logical M1022 looks very fresh. G. Popov (a newcomer, welcome!) is known as a

good moremovers composer. Occasionally he composes in other genres.

The two Leonids sent us another traditional threemover. Arieh's two originals feature his

favorite theme, reciprocal change.

M1010 Vladimir Shmatov
Russia

#3  b/c) Bd8→g5/e7   (4+3)

M1011 Ramitus Juozenas
Lithuania

#3       b) Kg1→f1 (4+2)

M1012 Vladimir Kozhakin
Russia

#3 (3+3)

M1013 Vladimir Nikitin
Russia

#3 (3+3)

M1014 Vladimir Nikitin
Russia

#3                           (6+1)

M1015 Kenan Velikhanov
Azerbaijan

#3 (4+3)

M1016 Eligiusz Zimmer
Poland

#3 (5+2)

M1017 Kenan Velikhanov
Azerbaijan

#3 (6+6)

M1018 Vasily Malyuk
Russia

#3 (8+4)
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W________w
[wdQdwIwd]
[dwdRdpdw]
[w0wdp0Nd]
[dwHpdwdn]
[w)piPdw4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdbGB)wd]
[dw4wdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdp4bdw]
[wgwGpdwd]
[)P0Pdw)w]
[Kdwipdwd]
[hwdpHwdw]
[w)w!w0wd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dw0p$wdw]
[wdpiwGpg]
[dw0wdw4p]
[wdpdRdb4]
[HwHwdPdp]
[whw)wdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdrGwd]
[dwdwdNdw]
[Rdwdn0wg]
[dwdkdwdB]
[Pdpdw4wd]
[dPdwdPdn]
[wdwdNdwd]
[$wdwIwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w4bdwdwg]
[dw!wdwdw]
[pdwdpdnH]
[dwHw)wdr]
[whwdwiP)]
[dwdw0Pdw]
[wdwdKdw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdNhKdwd]
[dw0Pdp0w]
[wdPdkdPd]
[$wdw0wGP]
[w0w0wdw)]
[dwdPdwdw]
[wdwHw!wd]
[dwdbdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdw)pHwd]
[dwiwGwdB]
[wdwdPHwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdNd]
[0wdw0wdw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdwGw]
[wdwdw)kd]
[4pdwdwdp]
[pdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[wdbdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwdwH]
[dwHw0whB]
[wdwdpiw)]
[dw$wdw$w]
[wdw)whw)]
[GKdwdwdw]
w--------w

M1019 Vladimir Nikitin
Russia

#3                               (9+3)

M1020 Fedir Kapustin
Ukraine

#3 (6+7)

M1021 Januarta Simadhinata
Indonesia

#3 (10+7)

M1022 Mike Prcic
Los Angeles, CA

#3… (10+8)

M1023 Grigory Popov
Russia

#3                        (9+10)

M1024 Leonid Makaronez
& Leonid Lyubashevsky

Israel

#3                             (12+9)

M1025 Arieh Grinblat
Israel

#3*                          (10+11)

M1026 Arieh Grinblat
Israel

#3*                        (11+11)

M1027 Viktor Volchek
& Fedir Kapustin
Belarus/Ukraine

#3*                            (9+14)

SG54 (April-June) Solutions - THREEMOVERS 

Comments from: Author (A), Bob Bua (BB), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Wilfried Seehofer (WS)

and Romuald Lazowski (RL)

M0962 (Becker) 1...Kd5(Kd6) 2.Qc5+; 1.b5! (zz), 1...Kd6 2.Qb6+ Kd5/Bc6 3.Qc6/Qxc6#,

1...Kd5 2.Qd4+ Ke6 3.Qe5#, 1...Kf5(f6) 2.Qg5+. Nice miniature with some changes between

set and play (WS), Neat miniature (RL).

M0963 (Becker) 1.Bf1! (zz), 1...Rc8/Re7 2.Qe7/Qxe7 c6/Rg8 3.Bg2/Bc4#, 1...R~ 2.Bg2+ Kc5

3.Qxc6#, 1...Ke4 2.Bg2+ Ke3 3.Qf3#. An unexpected key and a well-hidden move 2.Qe7!

(WS).

M0964 (Kozhakin) a) 1.Be1! (zz), 1...Kxe1 2.Qxg2 Kd1 3.Qe2#, 1...Kxg1 2.Qh4 Kf1 3.Qf2#;

b) 1.Sf3! Kxe2 2.Se1 Kd2/Kf1 3.Qd3/Qxg2#. a) seems the better problem, but the difficulty

makes b) more enjoyable (LB).



188
M0965 (Borisenko/Shevchenko) 1.Be5! (zz), 1...Kxe5 2.Rf3, 1...Kf5 2.Qe2.

M0966 (Fomichev) 1.Bf7? (g8) Ke5!; 1.Bd6? (2.Se4#) l...Bg2 2.Bg8!, l...bxc4 2.Qxc4 Bg2!;

1.Qa3! (2.Be7+ Ke5 3.Qd6#) l...Ke5 2.Bd6+ Kd4/Kf6 3.Qc5/Se4#, l...bxc4 2.Bf8! ~/Ke5

3.Qe7/Qd6# Nice tries in a Bristol setting. Bristol (A).

M0967 (Velikhanov) 1.Bc8! (2.Bxd7+ & 2.a8Q), l...Kg4 2.Bxd7+ Kxf3 3.a8Q#, 1...Ke4 2.a8Q+

d5 3.cxd6 e.p.#.

M0968 (Onkoud) 1.Bd4? Rf3!; 1.Bf8! (2.Re5+[A] dxe5 3.Sf6#[B]), l...Rb6 2.Sf6+[B] Kc5

3.Re5#[A], 1...Rf3 2.Rxd6+ Ke4 3.Rd4# White AB-BA. Difficult solving reveals attractive

variations (LB).

M0969 (Sygurov) 1.Se3? (2.Rg2 & 3.Rf2#), 1...Re7 2.Bxf5! ~/Re4 3.Bg4/Bxe4#, 1...Rd7

2.Sxf5! ~/Rd4 3.Sh4/Sxd4#, 1...Rg7!; 1.Bg8! (2.Bxf7 & 3.Bd5#), 1...Re7 2.Se5+! Rxe5/Bxe5

3.Rg3/Bd5#, 1...Rd7 2.Sd6! Rxd6/Bxd6 3.Rg3/Bd5# Change of play.

M0970 (Kostylev/Melnichuk) 1...Sc3 2.Bxd7 ~ 3.Sc6#; 1.Bc2! (2.Sxd7+[A] Kf5 3.Kd2#[B]),

1...Kf5 2.Kd2+[B] Ke5 3.Sxd7#[A], 1...Sc3 2.Sxd7+ Kf5 3.Kxc3#, 1...Sxd4 2.Sxd7+ Kf5

3.Kxd4#, 1...Be1 2.Bxf4+ Kf5 3.Ke3#.

M0971 (Grinblat) 1.Ra1! (2.Rxd4+ cxd4/Kxd4 3.Ra5/Rd1#), 1...Qh1 2.Rxc5+ dxc5/Kxc5

3.Sxf6/Ra5#, 1...d3 2.Rd1 ~ 3.Rxd3#, 1...f3 2.e4+ dxe3 e.p. 3.Rd1#. Good key, good threat,

good variations, especially the one with the disabled e.p. capture (LB).

M0972 (Keller) 1.Sce6! (2.Sc7+ Rxc7 3.Be6#), 1...Sg5 2.f4! ~/Rxf4/Sf3 3.Qd4[A]/

Sxf4[B]/Be4#[C], 1...Rxb4 2.Bd4! ~/Rxd4/Sxf2 3.Be4[C]/Qxd4[A]/Sf4#[B] Beautiful

correlation between variations. As usual a very complex idea, impeccably executed (LB).

M0973 (Mammadov/Melnichuk) 1.d7! (2.Rxf4+ gxf4 3.Sd6#), 1...Rd5 2.Bxd5+ Kxd5/

Kd3/exd5 3.Qf3/Qd1/Sc5#, 1...Rf5 2.Rxe6+ Be5/Re5 3.Sc5/Sd6#, 1...Bg4 2.Qh1+, 1...e2

2.Qxe2+.

M0974 (Makaronez) 1...d5 2.Sa4+ Kd6/Kc4 3.Qf4/Qe2#, 1...dxc6 2.Sxb3+ Kb5 3.Qe2#; 1.Qf4!

(2.Qf5+ d5 3.Qxd5#), 1...d5 2.Kxb3 ~ 3.Sa4#, 1...dxc6 2.Ka4 ~ 3.Sxb3# Change of play.

Excellent variations with wK (BB), Interesting mechanism after the key. White's second moves

shift to the third ones (LB).

M0975 (Érsek) 1.Se3! (2.Sf5+ Ke6 3.Re7#), l...Rxe3 2.Qxd5+ Bxd5 3.Rxd7#, 1...fxe3

2.Qxh2+ Rxh2 3.Bg3#.

M0976 (Prcic) 1.Qc7! (2.Rf4+ gxf4 3.Qxf4#), 1...Qxb4 2.Qe5+! (Novotny) Rxe5/Bxe5

3.Sxg7[A]/Sxe3#[B], 1...Sd6 2.Qxc5+! Re5/Be5 3.Be6[C]/Sd4#[D] (White R/B self-pinning

and pin-mates), 1...Re4 2.Qe5+! Rxe5/Bxe5 3.Sxg7[A]/Be6#[C] (with bR's anti-critical move).

Outstanding variations (BB), Very complicated position, very complicated play, very

complicated effects (LB).

M0977 (Kostylev/Melnichuk) 1.Qc1! (2.Qc6+ dxc6 3.Bxc6#), 1...S6~ 2.Sc7+ Kxd6/Kd4

3.Sc8/Sab5#, 1...Sc5!? 2.Qxc5+ bxc5/Ke6 2.Bxf7/Sc7#. Difficult key (BB).

M0978 (Bourd/Grinblat) 1...Rxg4 2.Sgf5+[A] ~ 3.S(x)g4#, l...Bxg4 2.Se4+[B] ~/Sf4

2.Sxg4/Bxf4#; 1.Qa7! (2.Qd4+ Rxd4 3.cxd4#), l...Rxg4 2.Se4+[B] ~ 3.Qd4#, 1...Bxg4

2.Sgf5+[A] ~ 3.Qe7#, 1...Sf4 2.Qe7+ White AB-BA, change of play. The Queen abandons

guard on c4 and aims at two mating squares. This powers a great reciprocal change (LB), A

good try problem (RL).

M0979 (Kapustin) 1...cxd3 2.Sc4, 1...b5 2.Sc5, 1.Sb5? (2.Se5), 1...cxd3 2.Sd4, 1...exd3 2.Bf5,

1...g5!; 1.Se8? (2.Se5), 1...cxd3 2.Sxg7, 1...exd3 2.Kxg7, 1...Sxa3!; 1.Re8! (2.Be6+ Kxc6

3.Rc8#), 1...Kxc6 2.b5+ Kc7/Kd5 3.Rc8/Be6#, 1...b5 2.axb5 ~ 3.Be6# Four-fold Zagoruiko.
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W________w
[KGwdwdn4]
[dw$wdwhw]
[w0R0wdw0]
[dpdpdwHp]
[bdwiPdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[pdwdPdwd]
[dwdwdNdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwdpdwdn]
[wdw)w0wH]
[dw)piwdw]
[bdn$wHpG]
[dw)p0p)w]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdr$wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[r4wdwgnd]
[dwHwdw0w]
[wdwhw0Pd]
[dwdp)kdB]
[PHp$w)pG]
[dwdw0w)w]
[pdbdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwHwdwh]
[dwdwdpdw]
[Rdwdwdwd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[wdwdwdw$]
[IBdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdP]
[wIwdkHwd]
[dwdwGwdw]
[wdwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[ndw$wdw!]
[dwdK0wdw]
[w0N0wdwd]
[dwdw0pdP]
[wdBdk)wd]
[dw)wdRGw]
[wdwdP0wd]
[dwdrgrdw]
w--------w

SG54 (April- June 2011) Moremovers & Studies 
Moremovers Editor: Richard Becker, Studies Editor: Franjo Vrabec 

Judges, Moremovers: Aleksander Feotistov, Studies: Iuri Akobia 

Moremovers. Our first two moremovers are almost miniatures and have give-and-take keys.

The three fivemovers are very intense. Oto's fiver has a surprising number of battery mates.

Arieh's has an exquisite key and harmonious variations. In Alexey's problem, Black's second

move defenses show up as first moves in the solution, and White's tries become his second

move replies. Unfortunately, Alexey was only able to secure a sound setting by using a

promoted wB.

The next two moremovers are miniatures and they end in model mates. The final

moremover is by Vladimir Nikitin who specializes in White minimals. Solving it requires

accurate play by the wB along the h3-c8 diagonal.

Studies. E0208 Even the superficial analysis makes one believe that there is a stipulation error.

Nevertheless, White still wins! E0209 The ratio of material has been seen before in many

classical studies. However, a complex play with mutual zugzwang does not remind of classical

studies. E0210 A classic idea. White has no intention of returning material. He rather builds a

position of domination.

E0211 White must avoid traps of black counter play which appears in a main variation and

tries. E0212 A romantic idea where the whole play is secondary to the final position. E0213

Three echo model mates in three comers.

M1028 Ramutis Juozenas
Lithuania

#4                              (5+3)

M1029 Abdelaziz Onkoud
France

#4                        (5+3)

M1030 Alexander Sygurov
& Leonid Makaronez

Russia/Israel

#4                           (11+11)

M1031 Oto Mihalco
Slovakia

#5                              (8+13)

M1032 Arieh Grinblat
Israel

#5                        (11+12)

M1033 Alexey Gasparyan
Armenia

#5 Promoted wB (12+14)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdw4wdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0w!w]
[wdwgwdwG]
[drdNdNdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdw$]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwHwdpI]
[dwdw$whw]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdpdp0p]
[wdwhPdwH]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwiNdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dpdKdwHw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdp0w0w]
[wdpdwdw$]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdnd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[)KdNdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdRdw0b]
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Kdwdwdw!]
[dwdBdbdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdw1w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dkdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdNdwd]
[dwdw)wdp]
[bdKdw0w)]
[dwdwdPhw]
[wdwdPdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wiwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw$wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdNiwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdBdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkHwdw]
[wdwGwdwd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdN]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[0wIwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[w0ndwdwd]
[dw0w0w4B]
[w4wdpdwd]
[dndwgwdw]
w--------w

SG54 (April-June) Solutions - MORE MOVERS & STUDIES 

Comments from: Radovan Tomašević (RT), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Wilfried Seehofer (WS)

and Romuald Lazowski (RL)

M0980 (Aliovsadzade) 1...f6 2.Qxd2 fxg4 3.fxg4 d3 4.Qe3#, 1...c3 2.Bc2 d3 3.bxd3- 4.f4#;

1.gxf5! f6 2.Qg3+ Kxf5 3.Kd6~ 4.Qg4#, 1...exf5 2.f4+ Ke4 3.Qg3~ 4.Qf3#, 2…Ke6 3.Qd8 f6~

4. Qe8#/Qd6#.

M0981 (Nikitin) 1.Bc1! Sf8 2.gxf8Q? (2.gxf8Q? Bh7 3.Qxf7 Bg8!) 2…Bh7 3.Sxh7 bxa2 4.b3#.

M0982 (Makaronez/Lyubashevsky) 1.Kd2! (2.Sxg6+ ~ 3.Bd1), 1...Bh7 2.Rgf1+ Kxg4 3.Rg1+

K~ 4.Qxg5#, 1...Rxc6 2.Ref1+ Kxe4 3.Re1+ Kf4 4.Qxe5#, 1...gxh4 2.Qxh6+ Kf3 3.Bd1+ Kf2

4.Ref1#.

M0983 (Bourd/Grinblat) 1.Rf3! (2.Bxg6+ hxg6 3.e8S), 1...Ra5 2.Bxg6+ hxg6 3.e8S Rxb5

4.Sc2 d4/Sd7 5.Sf6/Sd6#, 1...Sxb4 2.Bxg6+ hxg6 3.e8S Sd3+ 4.Kg3 Rd7/Rf7 5.Sf6/Sed6#,

1...Sxe7 2.Sc3+ Kd4 3.Sc2+ Kc5 4.b4+ Kd6 5.Sb5#, 1...Rxe7 2.Re3+ Kf4 3.Sd3+ Kf5 4.Sd6+

Kf6 5.f3#.

M1034 Valery Ivanov
Russia

#6                               (4+2)

M1035 Albert Grigoryan
Armenia

#7                        (5+1)

M1036 Vladimir Nikitin
Russia

#8                             (2+13)

E0208 Alain Pallier
France

Win                             (4+5)

E0209 Richard Becker
Oregon City, OR

Draw                           (3+5)

E0210 Pavel Arestov
Russia

Win                             (6+6)

E0211 Peter Krug
Austria

Win                             (5+5)

E0212 Peter Krug
Austria

Win                            (6+8)

E0213 Valery Kalashnikov
Russia

Win                             (4+7)
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M0984 (Ivanov) 1.Bd1! Kd3 2.Rc2 Ke4 3.Ke6 Kd3 4.Kd6 Ke4 5.Bg4 Kd3 6.Bf5#. The main

variation is very pretty (LB), A good warm-up for the solver (WS), Nice miniature (RL).

M0985 (Satanovsky) 1.Kb5! Ke4 2.Kc4 Be2+ 3.d3+ Ke3 4.Qe1 g4 5.Bg3 Kf3 6.Qf2#,

1...Be8+ 2.Kb4 Ke4 3.Kc4 Bb5+ 4.Kxb5 g4 5.Bg3 Kd4(5) 6.Qc4#.

M0986 (Kozdon) 1.Sh5! (2.Sf6+ Qxf6 3.Bxf6), 1...Qg5 2.Sf6+ Kh6 3.g85+ Qxg8+ 4.Kxg8

Kg5 5.Kf7 Kh4 6.Bd7 Kg5 7.Bg3 Kh6 8.Bf4#; 5…Kf5 6.Bg3 Kg5 7.Bd7 Kh6 8.Bf4#. Black

loses his Queen to early. The rest is a simple endgame (WS), A perfect problem (RL).

M0987 (Vokal) 1.Rd4! a5 2.e4 B~ 3.e5+ Bg4 4.Kd5 d6 5.Rf4 dxe5 6.Ke4 exf4 7.Kxf4 B~

8.Bxg5#. Indian theme, return and sacrifice of the wR (WS).

M0988 (Rehm) 1.Rc1? g3 2.Bc2 Sb2#; 1.Bh4! g3 2.Bg5 fxg5 3.Rc1 g4 4.Bc2 Sb2+ 5.Ke1 Sc4

6.f6 S~ 7.Ba4+ Sc4 8.Rxc4#. For those who object to the obtrusive wBb1, the composer

supplies this alternate version: 4S3/p2p4/PpkP3p/1p2p2P/1Ps1P1p1/2R1p3/4P3/S2KB3 #7;

1.Rc1? Sb2#!, 1.Bh4! g3 2.Bg5 hxg5 3.Rc1 g4 4.Sc2 Sb2+ 5.Ke1 Sc4 6.h6 S~ 7.Sd4#. The

wBb1 must be from a promotion (RT), Quite interesting, but the wBb1 is promoted (WS), A

difficult key (RL).

E0203 (Zimmer) 1.e6! (1.Ra5? Kf5 2.Rc5 Rd8 3.Rc8 Rxd7 4.Rxb8 Kxe5 -+) 1...Kf6! (1...Bxa7

2.e7! Rb8 3.d8Q +-, or 1...Bd6 2.d8Q+ Rxd8 3.Rxg7+ Kh6/Kf6 4.Rd7! =) 2.e7 (2.d8Q+ Rxd8 -

+, or 2.Ra6 Be5! 3.Rc6 g5 4.Rc8 Ke7 5.Kg2 g4 6.Kf2 h4 7.Ke3 h3! -+) 2…Kxe7 3.d8Q+

Kxd8 4.Rxg7 Re8 5.Rg8! (5.Rxh7? Re5 6.Rh8+ Kc7 7.Kg2 Kb7 8.Rh6 Rf5 9.Rh7+ Kc6

10.Kh3 Be5 11.Kh4 Bf6+ 12.Kh3 h4! -+) 5…Rxg8 (5...Ba7 6.Rxe8! =) Stalemate [A].

E0204 (Kekely & Hlinka) 1.Se4+ Bxe4 2.dxe4 Ra5+! 3.Kb1! [3.Kb2? Rxe2+ 4.Rc2 Rxc2+

5.Kxc2 Ra2+ 6.Kb3 (6.Kd1 d3 7.Qb1 Rf2 8.Qxd3 Rd2+ -+) 6…Ra1 7.Qxd7 e2 -+]

3…Rh1+ [3…dxc6 4.Qg7+ Kh4 (4…Kxh5 5.Qf7+ =) 5.Qf6+ Kg4 6.Qf3+ Kh4 7.Qf6+ Kg3

8.Qf3+ =] 4.Rc1! (4.Kb2? dxc6! 5.Qg7+ Kh4 6.Qf6+ Kg3 7.Qf3+ Kh2! -+) 4…Rxc1+ 5.Kxc1

d3! 6.Qb2! (6.Qb3? d2+ 7.Kb2 Kxh5 8.Qd1 Rc5 -+, or 6.exd3? Ra1+ 7.Kb2 Rf1 8.Qxd7 e2 -+)

6…d2+ 7.Kd1 Kf4! (7…Rc5 8.Qc3! Rxc3 stalemate) 8.Qa2! (8.Qc3? Ra8 -+, or 8.Qc3? Ra8 -

+) 8…Rb5 (8…Rxa2 stalemate) 9.Qb2! (9.Qa1 Rb8 -+, or 9.Qc2 Rb8 -+) 9…Re5 (9…Rxb2

stalemate) 10.Qe3! Rb5 (10...d6 11.Qxe3+ Kxe3 stalemate, or 10...Rxc3 stalemate, or 10...Rc6

11.Qxe3+ Kxe3 stalemate) 11.Qb2 Ra5 12.Qa2 Rc5 13.Qc4! d6! (13…Rc6 14.Qc5! Rxc5

stalemate) 14.Qe3 Rb5 15.Qb2! = [A].

E0197V (Pallier) 1.Kb5! (1.Kb3? d5! 2.exd5 d6 3.e4 Kb1 =) 1...Kb2 (1...d5 2.Kc5! +- ) 2.Kc4

Ka3 (2...Kc2 3.Kd5 Kd3 4.Kxd6 Kxe4 5.b5! Kxe3 6.Kxe5+-) 3.Kd5! (3.b5? Ka4 4.Kd5 Kxb5

5.Kxd6 Kxb6 6.Kxe5 Kc5! -+) 3…Kxb4 4.Kxd6 Kb5 5.Kxd7 Kxb6 6.Kd6! Ka5 7.Kxe5 b5

8.Kd4!! (8.Kd5? Kb6! 9.Kd6 b4 =) 8…Kb6 9.Kd5! b4 10.Ke4 +-.

SELFMATES 
Editor: Petko A. Petkov, Judge: s#2-3, n -Dr. Klaus Wenda 

Five problems in this issue are twomovers! It is hard to expect much strategy with so few

moves. S0509 is a letter composition (P) dedicated to the editor. S0510 has good strategy, while

the Georgian trio S0511, S0512, S0513 demonstrates modem ideas. The moremovers S0514,

S0515, S0516 show different styles.

Please provide information about the solving program. C+ is important information but may

not always be correct. For example, many composers write C+ after using Gustav (an excellent

program). However, Gustav does not guarantee 100% correctness.



192

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdw$wdw]
[b)kdwdwd]
[4pdn)wdw]
[w0wGQdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[N0P0wdwd]
[1rdwdw$n]
w--------w

W________w
[wiwdwdwd]
[dwdP)wdw]
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[1wdw0wdw]
[w$wdwdwd]
[dRdPGwdw]
[pHwdkdw)]
[dw!wdwdp]
[wdw0wdrH]
[dwgrhKdB]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwGwdQd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[IwdwdkdP]
[w)w0pdNd]
[dwdw0qdN]
[b0wdBdwd]
[4rdwdwgw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw!w$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dw)wiw)w]
[wdwdndPd]
[dwdP$wdw]
[wdwdwdP)]
[dwdwdwHK]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
[Ndpdwdwd]
[iPdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdrdbIwd]
[dw0q4pdk]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwgw!wdw]
[wdw0wdwH]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwGwdw$w]
w--------w

W________w
[wdQdwdRd]
[dwdwdwHn]
[wdwdBdwd]
[dw0wdwdp]
[w0wdwdwi]
[dpdwGRHw]
[w4bIPdwd]
[dqdwdwdr]
w--------w

SG54 (April-June) Solutions - SELFMATES 

Comments from: Aleksey Gasparyan (AG), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Wilfried Seehofer (WS),

Romuald Lazowski (RL) and C. C. Frankiss (CCF)

S0490 (Hirschenson) 1.Qa2! (2.Qxc4 Bxc4#), 1…Bf3+ 2.Sc5+ Qxc5#, 1…Be4+ 2.Se5+

Rxe5#. I like this problem with cross-checks very much (WS), Unpinning moves by bB had to

alternate moves by wSd7 (CCF).

S0491 (Velikhanov) 1...Be2 2.Qxe2 a3 3.Qb2+ axb2#; 1.Qe1! a3 2.Sxd1 Kc2 3.Sb2 axb2#

Miniatures with changed play are seldom phenomena in this arena! Too small for SG (WS), Neat

non-checking tactics, but I couldn't find the set play (CCF).

S0492 (Gavrilovski) 1.Sd5! (2.f8S+ Rxf8 3.Sxe7+ Sxe7#), 1...Rxh5 2.Qe4+ Kxh6 3.Qg6+

Kxg6#; 1…Bxc3 2.Sf4+ Kxf6 3.Qf5+ Kxf5# A surprising Black battery creation! This problem

is reminiscent of a good helpmate. Good work (LB), Good battery building by Black (WS), The

best selfmate (RL), Good threat sequence and defensive play (CCF).

S0509 Diyan Kostadinov
Bulgaria

s#2    b) Sa4Pb3    (4+3)

S0510 Aaron Hirschenson
Israel

s#2                            (5+10)

S0511 Givi Mosiashvili
Georgia

s#2                            (9+10)

S0512 Givi Mosiashvili
Georgia

s#2                          (10+10)

S0513 Givi Mosiashvili
Georgia

s#2                            (8+12)

S0514 Stephan Dietrich
Germany

s#8                            (11+3)

S0515 Volker Guelke,
Frank Richter &

Dieter Wernwe, Germany

s#11                          (9+12)

S0516 Frank Müller
Germany

s#13                            (4+2)
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S0493 (Soroka) 1...Sxf4 2.Qf6+ Kd5 3.Rd3+ Sxd3#, 1.. .Rxf4 2.Rd3+ Kxd3+ 3.Qc4+ Rxc4#,

1.Re1? (2.Se2+ Kd3+ 3.Qc4+ Rxc4#), 1...Sxf4 2.Qe3+ Kd5 3.Qd3+ Sxd3#, 1...Rxf4 2.Be3+

Kd3+ 3.Qc4+ Rxc4#, 1...Sg1!; 1.Qc8! (2.Sfe6+ or 2.Se2+ Kd5+ 3.Qc4+ Rxc4#), 1...Sxf4

2.Qh8+ Kd5 3.Rd3+ Sxd3#, 1...Rxf4 2.Se6+ Kd5+ 3.Qc4+ Rxc4# Zagoruiko theme. The

thematic tries are 1.Re1 and 1.Re5, I suppose (WS), Appears that there is only one defensive

line (CCF).

S0494 (Kostadinov) 1.Rd1? (2.dxe3+ Rxd1#) exd2![x], 1.Qa5? {2.Rd1 (2.dxe3+ Rxd1#)

exd2[x] 3.c6+[A] Bc5#], 1...axb1B![y], 1.Qa6? {2.Rd1 (2.dxe3+ Rxd1#) exd2[x] 3.Qd3+[B]

Bd4#}, 1...axb1S![z]; 1.Qb4! {2.Rd1 (2.dxe3+ Rxd1#) exd2[x] 3.Qd4+[C] Bxd4#} axb1B[y]

2.Sf6+ Kxe5 3.Qe4+ Bxe4#, 1...axb1S[z] 2.c4+ Kd4 3.Qc3+ Sxc3# Multi-phase play with

Black promotions. A master problem with two under promotions and the quiet move 2.Rd1 in

the threat (WS).

S0495 (Azhusin) 1.Rf7! (2.Rgf6+ g6 3.Rf4+ Sxf4 4.Qe6+ Sxe6#), 1...Qxe2 2.Qd3+! Qxd3

3.Rd6+ g6 4.Rd4+ Qxd4#, 1…Re8 2.Rg5+ g6 3.Re5+ RxeS 4.Qd5+ Rxd5#, 1…S~ 2.Rg3+ g6

3.Rxe3+ Bxe3+ 4.Qd4+ Bxd4#. Rich content and complex battery play (WS), Good sharp play

(RL), Two good defensive lines (CCF).

S0496 (Fomichev) 1.Se7! (zz), 1...a6 2.Kd5! a5 3.Bc7 a4 4.Kd6! a3 5.Bd5 a2 6.Re6 fxe6

7.Rxe6 Sf1#, 1...a5 2.Bh2 a4 3.Rg4 a3 4.Kf4! a2 5.Qf5 gxf5 6.Re4+ Kf2 7.Sxf5 Sg6# Model

mates with active wK. Very good problem (AG), An astonishing masterpiece with two different

mating squares. Hard to realize for the composer (WS), Two very ingenious mating nests set up

following the first moves of the bP. Fine problem (CCF).

S0497 (Dietrich) 1.Be8! Kf6 2.Qa6 Ke6 3.Qc4+ Kf6 4.Be7+ Bxe7 5.Qd4+ Ke6 6.Bd7+ Kf1

7.Sh6+ Kf5 8.Qf6+ Bxf6#. Sequence requires the bK to move to f8. Nicely done (CCF).

S0498 (Soroka) Without bPf4 follows: 1.Qxh6 Ba6 2.Bc2+ Kxc2 3.Rc1+ Kxc1 4.Qh1+ Kc2

5.Qb1+ Rxb1#; 1.Qd7! (2.Bb2+) Ba6 2.Qf5! (3.Qb1+) Bb5 3.Qxf4 Ba6 4.Qf5! Bb5 5.Qd7!

Ba6 6.Qh7 Bb5 and now: 7.Qxh6 Ba6 8.Bc2+ Kxc2 9.Rc1+ Kxc1 10.Qh1+ Kc2 11.Qb1+

Rxb1#. Attractive and accessible (LB), An awesome masterpiece, typical for our friend Ivan! A

candidate for the award (WS), Good conception (RL), It took me awhile to work out how the

wK and bK could have gotten into position noting that the wB is a promotion unit. Clever

threat sequence to capture the bPh6 and open the h-file (CCF).

HELPMATES
Editor: Nikola Stolev 

Judges: Valery Gurov (h#2), Živko Janevski (h#3) and Christer Jonsson (h#n) 

The field is evenly divided between twomovers and the rest. It seems the doomsayers were

wrong. There is plenty of gas left in the twomove-wagon.

We start with a light mini by Andrew, followed by (what else?) promotion fare by Robert.

Unpinning is the theme in H1647 while line opening dominates H1648. Abdelaziz contributes

two problems, both on the same theme.

Victor Chepizhny is back with two problems, as are Izrael Tzur and Petre Stojoski. Robert

Bales contributes two more. The Italian trio plays with dual avoidance, Živko shows his

favorite theme and Christopher is unpredictable as ever.

Plenty for everyone's taste.
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W________w
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdBdndwd]
[dwdqHNdw]
[wdPdk4w$]
[dw)wdp)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wirdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwHw0]
[dNdw0w1p]
[w$wdwdnd]
[dwdwGnIB]
w--------w

W________w
[bdwdwdqd]
[gwdwdB4w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdRdwd]
[HPdwGPdw]
[kdwdPdRI]
[4wdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[wdbdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
[PdwIwdRd]
[$wdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[w$qdwhwd]
[dwHwdkgw]
[wdKdpdwd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdwdw)wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[wdwdwdnd]
[dwdwiP0w]
[wdwdNdPd]
[dw0wdpdw]
[wdwGw)wd]
[dwdwdwdK]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwiwdK]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw1wdw]
[wdw4w$wd]
[dwdw$wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIw0w]
[wdwdR0wd]
[dwdw0qdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdw1wd]
[dwdwdrdw]
[wdwdN$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[rdwhwdkd]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dbdwdKdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wdpdpdwg]
[dw)k0wdr]
[wdwdwhwG]
[dwdw$wdw]
[wdwIPdn4]
[dwdw$Bdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdkdrdw]
[wdpdw4wd]
[gwdp1ndP]
[w0w0wdwd]
[dwdP$wGw]
[wdwdQdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wIwdRdwd]
[Gw0p4q4w]
[wgP0wdwd]
[dwdPdwdw]
[w)wdw0wd]
[dwdpipdw]
[Rdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H1645 Andrew Kalotay
New York, NY

h#2     b) Ke5→b2      (3+3)

H1646 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL

h#2       2 solutions      (3+6)

H1647 Nikolay Kuligin
Ukraine

h#2       2 solutions      (4+6)

H1647 Nikolay Kuligin
& Roman Zalokockiy

Ukraine

h#2       2 solutions      (7+3)

H1649 Abdelaziz Onkoud
France

h#2        2 solutions     (6+6)

H1650 Jean Carf
France

h#2      2 solutions      (7+5)

H1651 Aleksandr Pankratyev
& Mikhail Gershinski

Russia/Ukraine

h#2        2 solutions     (8+5)

H1652 Viktor Syzonenko
Ukraine

h#2       2 solutions     (6+9)

H1653 Vitaly Medintsev
Russia

h#2       2 solutions     (9+7)

H1654 Menachem Witztum
Israel

h#2      2 solutions     (7+10)

H1655 Israel Tzur
Israel

h#2     zeroposition    (6+10)
a) Qe2→h2, b) Kh8→a7

h#2      2 solutions     (7+11)

H1656 Israel Tzur
Israel
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W________w
[wdwIwdRd]
[4wdwdbdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdw0w]
[qdwdpdwG]
[)Pdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[iwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Kdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdBdb]
[w1pdwdwd]
[drgp0wdw]
[Rdwdw0wd]
[4w0kdwdw]
[w0wdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0r0w]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdPdNdw]
[wdrdnIwd]
[dw0khPdw]
[wdpgpdwd]
[Hwdwdb1w]
w--------w

W________w
[kdKdwdwd]
[)pdwdwdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[4wdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdk)Bd]
[dw)wdRdp]
[Kdwdbdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwhbdwd]
[dpdwdwdp]
[wdpdpdN$]
[dwdw0wiw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdndwG]
[dwdwdwHq]
[w0wdwdpd]
[dwdwiwdw]
[KdwdNdw4]
[dw)rgwdP]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dBdw$wdb]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdK)wdwd]
[)BdP$Pdw]
[pdNiPdpd]
[)wdwdw0w]
[wdwdp0Pd]
[dwdwGNdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wiwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpIw]
[wdwdP$wd]
[dwdwdBdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w4Rdndwd]
[0pdw0wdr]
[ndw0P0wd]
[)w1kdwdb]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdw0PGPd]
[dwdwgwdK]
w--------w

W________w
[Ndw4wdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdpiwdwd]
[dwhwdwdw]
[wdw0wIwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwg]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdk0wd]
[hrdwdwdw]
[r)wdPdwd]
[dwdpdqdw]
[wdB$w)wd]
[dKdwdwdb]
w--------w

H1657 Živko Janevski
Macedonia

ded. to F.Abdurahmanović

h#2       b) Ka4→c6   (8+10)

H1658 Victor Chepizhny
Russia

h#2    b) Kc6→b2      (13+7)
c/d) Sc4→f7/b6

H1659 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL

h#3      b) Pf5→e5      (4+2)

H1660 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL

h#3        2 solutions      (4+2)

H1661 Gabriele Brunori,
Valerio Agostini &

Antonio Garofalo, Italy

h#3        2 solutions      (5+5)

H1662 Nikolay Kuligin
& Vitaly Schevchenko

Ukraine

h#3        2 solutions      (3+8)

H1663 Petre Stojoski
Macedonia

h#3        2 solutions      (5+7)

H1664 Petre Stojoski
Macedonia

h#3     b) Pe5→d4    (4+13)

H1658 Victor Chepizhny
Russia

h#3      2 solutions      (5+14)

H1666 Abdelaziz Onkoud
France

h#3      2 solutions     (8+15)

H1667 Valery Kopyl &
Yuri Belokon, Ukraine

h#3½      2 solutions     (2+6)

H1668 Christopher Jones
England

h#3½    2 solutions    (6+10)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw0wdpd]
[dkdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[whwdkdwd]
[dw0bdwdw]
[wdp1wdpd]
[dwdwdw4w]
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdwdw4w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[wIwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

H1669 Vladimir Nikitin
Russia

h#5                             (2+3)

H1670 Zlatko Mihajloski
Macedonia

h#6½                          (2+9)

H1671 Aleksandr Pankratyev
Russia

h#7½                           (2+4)

SG54 (April-June) Solutions - HELPMATES 

Comments from: Aleksey Gasparyan (AG), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Ryan McCracken (RM),

Wilfried Seehofer (WS), Romuald Lazowski (RL), Jeremy Morse (JM) and C. C. Frankiss

(CCF)

H1591 (Stojoski) 1.Kb6 Bd8+2.Ka6 Ra1#, 1.Kc5 Be7+2.Kc4 Rc1#, 1.Kc7 Bxf4+ 2.Kc8 Rh8#.

Very fine analogy (RL), Three nice mates, easy to solve (WS), Very straightforward (CCF).

H1592 (Pankratyev/Gershinski) 1.Kxg6 Qh8 2.e5 Rf6#, 1.Sf7 Qg7 2.Se5 Rf5#, 1.Se6 Qf6

2.Sxf4 Sxf4#. I would have preferred that each of the White units mated in turn and the bS

made double moves in each line (CCF).

H1593 (Carf) 1.Ke3 Se5 2.Kf4 Sd5#, 1.Be3 Sxd4 2.Kxd4 Rd5#. No connection between the

two lines of play (CCF).

H1594 (Jonsson) 1.Qc3 Sa5+2.Kb4 Sec6#, 1.Rb4 Sf5+2.Kc4 Sce7#. Highly entertaining

(LB), Both R/S and B/S batteries fire alternatively (CCF).

H1595 (Witztum) 1.Sb4 Sc6+2.Kf6 Se4#, 1.Sf4 Sd3+2.Kd6 Sf5#. Complicated scheme of

shut-offs, pins, and unpins (CCF).

H1596 (Hirschenson/Avner/Haymann) 1.Rxe4 Qa8 2.Rc4 Qh1#, 1.Sxe4 Qh7 2.Sc5 Qxb1#.

Line clearance, shut-offs, and pin mates. Rather elaborate (CCF).

H1597 (Velikhanov) 1.Rg4 Re7 2.Sxe6 Rxg4#, 1.Bc6 Ra4 2.Sxb4 Bxc6#. Nice anticipatory

pinning move on White's first (RM), Unpins of bS followed by self-pins. Nicely done (CCF).

H1598 (Zarur) 1...d3 2.Bxa2 dxc4#, 1...d4 2.Bxa2 dxe5#, 1.Bc2 d4 2.Sc5 dxc5#, 1.Bf5 d3

2.Be4 dxe4#. Good Problem (AG), Interesting and unusual (LB), Ingenious alternatives

between set and actual play (CCF).

H1599 (Tzur) a) 1.Bd4 Bxa4 2.c5 Sb6#, b) 1.Se4 Rd2+2.Qd4 Se3#. Hard to believe 16 Black

pieces are needed to achieve this (RM), Dual avoidance of moves by bB and bQ to d4 (CCF).

H1600 (Vieira) 1...Rb1 2.d6 Rb6 3.Ke3 Rb4#, 1...Rc1 2.Bd6 Rc6 3.Kf3 Rc4#. Nice classical

helpmate with thematically matching solutions (RM), Nice play - easy solving (CCF).

H1601 (Bales) a) 1.Kd4 Kg4 2.Ke3 Re1+ 3.Kf2 Bg3#, b) 1.Kf6 Kxg2 2.Kg5 Kf3 3.Kh4 Bf4#,

c) 1.g1R Be5 2.Rb1 Bc3 3.Rb3 Ra1#. Attractive (CCF).

H1602 (Velikhanov) 1.Se5 Re3+ 2.Kxd4 Rd3+ 3.Ke4 Rd4#, 1.Sg1 Be3 2.Ke2 Bd2+3.Kf2

Be1#. Amusing 3/4 Rundlaufs by White pieces (WS), Nice closed circuit by the wB and wR

(CCF).

H1603 (Cioana) 1.Kf5 Rf3 2.Ke6 Rxb3 3.f5 Rb6#, 1.Kf5 Rg2 2.Ke6 Rg8 3.Kf7 Bxb3#. I

thought the play was too similar, particularly Black's play (CCF).

H1604 (Poissant) 1.f1R a8Q 2.Rf7 Qa1 3.Rh7 Qf6#, 1.a8R f1Q 2.Ra2 Qf6 3.Rc2 Qal#. Good

duplex (RL), The two phases neatly echo each other (LB), Reciprocal promotions (CCF).

H1605 (Stojoski) 1.Bd7 Kc2 2.Kc8 Be6 3.Qb7 Rh8#, 1.Rb6+ Ka4 2.Ka6 Rh6 3.Rcb7 Bc4#.

Nice pinning play (LB), As to be expected, pin-mates in both lines (CCF).

H1606 (Witztum) 1.Kxd2 Rd5+ 2.Kc2 Rd1 3.Rf5 Ba4#, 1.Kd3 Bb5+ 2.Kd4 Bd3 3.Rd7 Rd5#.

Well matched play with attractive dual avoidance (LB), The bR unpinning mechanism is rather

obvious (CCF).

H1607 (Jones) a) 1.Bd3 Bf5 2.Kxd4 Rxd3+ 3.Kxc4 Be6#, b) 1.Bf5 Rd3+ 2.Ke4 Bxf5+ 3.Kd5

e4#. Two good lines of play. Difficult solving (CCF).

H1608 (Petrovici) 1.Qb4 Sxc6 2.Kb6 Bxc7+ 3.Kb5 Sa7#, 1.Qb4 axb4 2.Kb6 Kxd4 3.Bb7

bxc5#. The wS and wB take no part in the second line given (CCF).

H1609 (Rimkus) a) 1.Re7 Rg3 2.Re6 Re3+ 3.Kd5 Bxe6#, 1.Sg6 Rxg6 2.Rd8 Re6+ 3.Kd5

Rxe8#, b) 1.Bb5 Bg6 2.Kd5 Be4+3.Kc4 Bxg2#, 1.Qa4 Bd5 2.Qe4 Bxc6 3.Kd4 Rxe4#. Tough

solving with thematically unrelated solutions (RM), Four varied mates in a good composition

(CCF).

H1610 (Gasparyan) 1.Rd7 Rf5 2.Se7 Rxf7 3.Kc8 Rxf3 4.Kd8 Rf5#, 1.Bb3 Ra3 2.Sb4 Rxb3

3.Ka6 Rxf3 4.Ka5 Ra3#. Too bad about the repeated 3…Rxf3 (RM), Attractive, fairly

symmetrical play (CCF).

H1611 (Érsek) a) 1.g1Q Bf6 2.Qe3 g7 3.Qxd2 g6 4.Qd1 Bh4#, b) 1.g1S g7 2.Sh3 Sg6 3.Sf2

Sxf4 4.Sd1 Sd3#. Good twinning, but fairly light for this composer (CCF).

H1612 (Nesek/Jones) a) 1.Rxh3 Rh1 2.Rg3 Rxh4 3.Rh3 Rh8 4.Rh7 Rg8+ 5.Kh6 Rg6#, b)

1.Rg1 Kd1 2.Rxg4 Rg1 3.Rf4 Rxg5 4.Rg4 Rg6+ 5.Kh5 hxg4#. Hard to believe that this can

be either composed or solved (LB), Two clever sequences of moves with clearance on the g-

and h-files (CCF).

H1613 (Kuligin) a) 1.cS 0-0 2.c4 Ra1 3.cxb3 Bxb3+ 4.Kf6 Ra6+ 5.Ke5 Re6#, b) 1...Bb5

2.Kxb5 Kd1 3.c5 Kc2 4.c4 bxc4+ 5.Ka4 Ra1#. Two good lines of play. Hard to find (CCF).

H1614 (Mihajloski) 1...Rf3 2.Rc5 Kg3 3.Kc6 Kf4 4.Kd5 Kg5 5.Ke5 Rf7 6.Rd5 Re7#.

Interesting play by the Rooks (RL), Very impressive! (WS).

H1615 (Shifrin) 1.a1B Rf2 2.Ka6 Rxg2 3.Bd4+ Kf1 4.Ba7 Rb2 5.Bc6 Rb8 6.Bb5+ axb5#.

Nice problem (CCF).

H1616 (Abdurahmanović/Prcic) 1.Rd3 Bh1 2.Rd8 Kb3 3.Qg2 Kc4 4.Qa8 Bb7 5.Kd7 Kd5

6.Qc8 Bc6#. Beautiful, a work of art! (WS), The wKs prison gets broken up - excellent (JM),

Excellent Indian and shielding effects. Enjoyable to solve (CCF).

H1617 (Pankratyev) 1...Sxe5 2.Kh8 Sxd3 3.Bf6 Sxc1 4.Qh7 Sd3 5.Rg2+ Se5 6.Rg8 Kxa2

7.Bg7 Sf7#. The best helpmate in this issue (RL), Long switchback by wS (RM), A happy

return of the wS. White must lose a tempo (WS), The need for the wK to make one waiting

move and the same for the bB to allow the bR to g8 are the features of this well organized

helpmate (CCF).

SERIES-MOVERS and STALEMATES 
Editor: Radovan Tomašević, Judge: Mike Prcic 

A warm welcome to Themis Argirakopoulos, who contributes no less than three originals.

We start with C0411, a sort of black Zilahi, followed by two longer serial selfmates by our

frequent contributors. The next three entries are corrections of previously published problems

by George.

The four series helpmates are of varying difficulty. They are followed by three "CapZug"

problems. (In CapZug, the aim is achieved when the side on move has one or more captures,

has no non-capture move and it is not in check.) The last problem was published as a part of an

article, back in 2009. It was inadvertently omitted from consideration for an award.

Republished, it is eligible for the 2011 competition.
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W________w
[KdwdNdwg]
[dPdp)whk]
[wdpdw0wh]
[dwdwdrdp]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdpdpd]
[dbdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdw0w]
[wdwdk0K)]
[gwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dn0wdw4w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdbdq]
w--------w

W________w
[khbdKdwd]
[dndw4pdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdpdr0w]
[wdwdp0wd]
[gwdwdw)w]
[pdwdwdwd]
[1wdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[gw)w0wdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdw)pd]
[dw0wdwGw]
[wdpdw0wd]
[dwdwdKdn]
w--------w

C0423 Themis Argirakopoulos
Greece

dedicated to Kostas Prentos

ser-!xz40       C- (2+11)

C0424 Themis Argirakopoulos
Greece

dedicated to Natalia

ser-!xz60       C- (2+15)

Q0247 Aleksandr Semenenko
Ukraine

h=6                            (5+9)

Q0248 René J. Millour
France

dedicated to R.Tomašević

h=9                             (5+13)

SG54 (April-June) Solutions - SERIES-
MOVERS & STALEMATES 

Comments from: Author (A), Aleksey Gasparyan (AG), Ladislav

Belcsak (LB), Ryan McCracken (RM), Wilfried Seehofer (WS),

Romuald Lazowski (RL), Jeremy Morse (JM), C. C. Frankiss

(CCF) and David Moulton (DM)

C0386 (Sibinović) 14.Kxc1 30.Kxg4 50.Kxg1 71.Kxh3 93.Kxh1

115.Kxf3 116.Ke3 119.fxg6 121.g8R 123.Rcxc7 124.Rc6

125.Rxd7 126.R7xd6#. The hardest part of this problem was

maintaining an accurate count of the King moves (RM),

An unexpected Rook promotion, well done! An entertaining problem (WS), Oh! But long (RL),

Not a new length record. A, Atanasiević (MAT 1979) has a ser.#127 (JM), All wK moves until

move 117, very laborious (CCF), I kept trying for some fancy battery mate (DM),

C0387 (Érsek) 9.Kxd7 11.Kxb5 12.Ka4 16.b8R 18.R5xf5 19.Ra5 21.fxg6 23.g8B 24.Bxa2

26.Bb5 27.Qb1+ Kx1#. It is refreshing to see the wBs maneuver resembling that of the Rook

(LB), Not too hard once you find the mating square (RM), Two under-promotions and a well

hidden final square for the wK! (WS), Not difficult once the mating square is spotted (JM), The

composer arranges a series of moves for each White piece in turn. Nicely composed (CCF).

C0388 (Sphicas) 5.f8S 7.Sxd4 8.Sc2 13.d8Q 14.Qxh4 15.Qf4 20.h8B 22.Be1 23.Kd2 28.e8R

29.Re2 30.Qf1+ Sxf1#. Four straight-up Excelsiors, AUW, Meredith, possibly an economy

record. White minimal force for the task, only K and four pawns. I think the earlier record for

this task and stipulation was 13, but there may have been a Meredith that I do not know (A),

AUWwith no extra White pieces (RM), Four Excelsiors with AUW in Meredith: a precursor to

C0389. A. Atanasiević has shown the same task in ser. h# form with only 11 men (JM), Another

fine AUW from GPS (CCF), Trying to find a non-transposable line helps! (DM).

C0389 (Sphicas) 5.f8Q 7.Qaxa3 8.Qc1 12.axb7 13.b8S 15.Sbxd4 16.Sdc2 21.d8Q 22.Qxh4

23.Qf4 28.h8B 30.Be1 31.Kd2 32.Sd1 37.e8R 38.Re2 39.Qf1+ Sx1#. New economy record

for five excelsiors and AUW+ 1: only 15 men. I believe the previous record for five excelsiors

and AUW+1 with this stipulation was 18 men, done by Heinonen and me. However, I am not

100% sure, so it may be best to offer this as "possibly a new economy record'l for this task (A),

I found a couple close tries that worked in 40 moves, but was unable to cook this one (RM),

Five Excelsiors including AUW: the most elegant and economical example yet (JM), Similar to

C0388 with AUW and an additional Q promotion (CCF), Having this problem after C0388 was

tricky, since I kept trying to make 5.f8S work! (DM).
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W________w
[wdwdwgwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wdwdNDPd]
[0p)whwdw]
[RdpdwHwd]
[dwiw4wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdw$p0]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0wdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwHk0wd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdPdw)wd]
[dwdwIwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dndwdwdw]
[wdp4wdw0]
[dwdwIwhw]
[wdw)P)w)]
[4wdwdwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dpdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w0p0wdw0]
[0wdwHwhw]
[Pdw)P)w)]
[dwdKdwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[4Pdw)P1p]
[PGwdKdw)]
[dPdw)wdw]
[bdwdpdwd]
[dwdw)wdw]
[wdw4Rdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdk4wd]
[dwdw0phw]
[b$wdwdrd]
[dPdp0pdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

W________w
[R4whwgwd]
[0wiwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[w0PdbdPd]
[dwdwdBhw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdKdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[k0wdwdwd]
[dwdngwdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[PDPdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dpdwdPdw]
[wiwdPdw0]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0Q]
[wdwdKdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdkdwdwd]
[gbdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdKdwd]
[0pdw0pdw]
[Pdwiwdp0]
[dwdwdwdP]
[qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdr]
w--------w

C0411 Israel Tzur
Israel

dedicated to Raša

ser-s#11  2 solutions  (4+11)

C0412 Tibor Érsek
Hungary

ser-s#19                   (5+11)

C0413 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL

ser-s#21                      (4+6)

C0414 George P. Sphicas
New York, NY

Correction of C0388

ser-s#30      C- (5+7)

C0415 George P. Sphicas
New York, NY

Correction of C0389

ser-s#39      C- (7+9)

C0416 George P. Sphicas
New York, NY

Correction of C0392

ser-s=29       C- (11+7)

C0417 Tibor Érsek
Hungary

ser-h#5  b) Se5→e4    (6+8)

C0418 Robert J. Bales Jr.
Broadview, IL

ser-h#8                       (2+3)

C0416 George P. Sphicas
New York, NY

dedicated to R.Tomašević

ser-h#17                      (6+4)

C0420 Radovan Tomašević
Serbia

C0421 Geoff Foster
Australia

C0422 Themis Argirakopoulos
Greece

dedicated to Dan Meinking

ser-h#23                      (5+5) pser-hs#8  2 solutions (3+4) ser-!xz7   2 solutions   (3+9)
C-, White in check
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FAIRIES 

Editor: Petko A. Petkov, Judge: Juraj Lörinc 

A warm welcome to a newcomer to this section, Lee Poissant!

In this last issue of 2011 we offer 30 originals. The dynamic fairy condition Take & Make is

demonstrated (with different ideas) in quite a few problems: F1092, F1093, F1096, F1106,

F1110, F1112, F1114 and F1118, while the Super-Circe is shown in F1091, F1094 and F1095.

Two interesting Psers are featured in Dan's F1113 and F1116, while Peter Gvozdják

demonstrates one of his Cyclone themes in F1108.

Please pay close attention to the following problems: F1097, F1099, F1101, F1102, F1103,

F1104, F1105, F1107, F1117 and F1119. They are difficult to solve due to their non-standard

complexes (A nice echo in F1109, AUW in F1100).

I urgently ask composers to let me know which program they have used to test their

originals.

Definition of Fairy Conditions and Pieces

Actuated Revolving Board - After every half-move, the board rotates 90 degrees clockwise.

Pawns which, after rotation, occur on the first or the last rank, are immovable. (In particular,

Pawns which occur on the last rank do not promote on the flight; a Pawn promotes only if the

player moves it to the last rank.) Thus it is possible to have Pawns on the first and the last rank.

It is, however, impossible to have a Pawn in a comer if an Actuated Revolving Board condition

is alone. In combination with PWC, Pawns in the corner are possible.

Anti-Andernach - See SG53, Anti-Circe (Standard "Calvet Type") - See SG53.

Anti-Circe Equipollents - When a capture is made, the capturing unit (including the King)

must come back to its rebirth square (the symmetrical square of the departure square, in relation

to the capture square). If the square is occupied or off the board, the capture is forbidden.

Bishopper - See SG53, Bishop-Lion - See SG55, Ghost Chess - See SG53.

Circe - See SG54, Circe Couscous - See SG53, Double Grasshopper - See SG53. 

Double Ultra Maximummer - See SG55, Einstein Chess - See SG53. 

Grasshopper - See SG53, Grasshopper 2 - See SG53. 

Gnu-Rider - (I, 2+ 1,3 Rider) a Rider (i.e., it can continue its line of leaps until obstructed, like

a Nightrider does), and the1, 2+ 1, 3 means it combines the powers of a Rider that can go, e.g.,

a1-b3-c5 and one that can go a1-b4-c7.

Help-compel-mate - See SG53, Isardam - See SG53, Koko - See SG53. 

Lion - See SG53, Locust - See SG54, Maximummer - See SG53. 

Neutral piece - See SG53, Nightrider - See SG53. 

Nightriderlion - Moves like a Nightrider but must leap over one man in its path before landing

or capturing on a further square in its path.

PAO - See SG53, Parry series-mover (Pser) - See SG53, Patrol Chess - See SG54. 

PWC - See SG53, Rookhopper - See SG53, Rook-Lion - See SG54. 

Royal piece - See SG53, Sentinels Pion adverse - See SG53, Series-mover (ser.) - See SG53. 

Series help selfmate (stalemate) - See SG55. 

Series-autostalemate in n moves (ser-!=n) - White plays a series of n moves in order to put

himself in stalemate position (Black does not move at all).

Sparrow - Moves like a Grasshopper, but deflects 135° either way on passing over the hurdle.

The arrival square is adjacent to the hurdle.

Series-hs#n - Black makes series from n-I help-moves, then follow s# I (s= I). 

Super-Circe - See SGS3, Take & Make - See SGS3. 

Transmuting Kings - See SGS3. 

VAO - See SG54. 

White Maximummer - See SG53. 
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C0390 (Érsek) 1.Rb2 5.Ke5 6.d6 7.Be6 9.Sxc3 10.Sxe2 11.Re4 12.Rg4 13.Rg3+ hxg3=.

Masterful composition (RL), Quite difficult (JM), Fairly logical sequence not too hard to solve

(CCF).

C0391 (Tomašević) 1.g8S 2.Sh6 3.h8Q 4.Qb2 5.Sxf5 6.Se3 8.fxg6 108B 11.Be6 12.Ke5

14.e8R 15.Re3 17.Qg5+ Kxg5=. Lots of close tries in 18 moves. The beautiful 4.Qb2!!

expedites things. Nice problem (RM), A very good AUW! (WS), Longer but easier variant of

C0390 (JM), Well constructed AUW with an unpinning of the promoted wQ by the wR which is

a nice touch (CCF).

C0392 (Sphicas) 1.e8S 2.Sd6 3.Kd7 6.e8S 8.Sxe4 9.Sg5 14.e8S 16.Sg8 18.Rc8 19.Bd8 20.Se7

21.f8S 23.Sfc7 24.b8S 5.Sc6 28.b8S 29.Sf7+ Qxf7=. Task of six Knight promotions in ser-

s= economized from 22 men to 17 (A), Marvelous how the composer can make a difficult

problem of a task record. Here he equals his own achievement of six promotions to wS in ser.

S=(JM), Remarkable six Knight promotions! Is this a record? (CCF).

C0393 (Agostini) 1.Re4 2.Kd4 3.d5 4.Re3 5.Be4 Bf6#, 1.Be4 2.Bf5 4.Kd7 5.Be6 Bb5#. The

bishops exchange function. Nicely done (LB), Simple strategy, nice bishop mates (WS), Good

use of the pinning line on the wK (CCF).

C0394 (Bales) 1.a1S 3.Se3 4.Sf1 5.h1R 6.Rxh3 8.Rg5 9.Sg3 Rh2#. Solved from the diagram -

easy one (RM), Perhaps too simple (WS), Clever placing of the wK dictates the solution (JM),

Pleasant sequence to promote to S (to shield and self-block) and R (CCF).

C0395 (Babić) 1.c1B 2.Bxf4 3.Bd6 5.f3 6.fxg2 7.g1B 8.Bxb6 9.Bbc5 12.b3 13.bxa2 14.a1B

15.Bxf6 16.Bfe5 18.f4 19.fxg3 21.g1B 22.Bgd4 e4#. Only Kings and Pawns (A), A very

smoothly running promotion to four Bishops (LB), four Bishop promotions effortlessly done

(RM), Four promotions in an economical setting (WS), Beautiful problem with Bs promotion

(RL), Four promotions to B - the record is six (JM), Four promotions to B. Extremely well done

- not an easy task (CCF).

C0396 (Bales) 5.h1S 8.Sxe7 10.Sxg7 11.0-0 12.Kh8 13.Rf7+ exf7=. Very clever problem with

a surprise castle (LB), Not too hard (RM), Miniature with castling (JM), Nice idea, but can see

0-0 coming (CCF).

C0397 (Ziak/Tomašević) 7.Kxc7 19.Kxa5 32.Kxb7 36.Kf3 38.B1 43.Ka8 Qxb1=. The first 32

moves feel 'tacked on' (RM), Let's hope it’s sound (JM), Good sequence particularly from move

32 onward (CCF), I was trying to finish with Kh3, Bf2-g2+, Rxg2=, but it takes too long (DM).

C0398 (Meinking/Petkov) a) 1.Rd5! (1.Ra1? Bb3# by reflex) 6.a1Q 7.Qh1 Ka8 8.Ra5#,

b) 1.Ra1! (1.Rd5? Re7# by reflex) 5.axb2 6.b1B 7.Ba2 Ka8 8.Bd5#. A new condition to me,

refreshing logic (CCF).

C0399 (Rehm) 1.Rf7 2.Bf6+ Kf4 3.Bb2+ Bxf7 4.Bc1+ Ke5 5.Bb2+ Kd5 6.Kxa2 7.Bb1 Kc5#.

Theme: White and Black Indians (A),K/B battery set up. Clever play (CCF).

Q0245 (Foster) 1.Kg3 Bg8 2.Kh2 Be6 3.g3 Bh3 4.g5 Bg2 5.g4 Bh1 6.Kh3 Bg2+ 7.fxg2+ Kg1=

=. The solution must finish with 6…Bh1-g2+ 7.Pf3*g2+ Kf1-g1. The wB will take at least four

moves to reach h1 before playing Bh1-g2+, so it must make at least five moves in total. This

leaves, at most, two moves for the wK, which cannot make two moves because it must play

7…Kf1-g1, and it is already on f1! Therefore the wK will make just one move, so the wB must

play the first six moves. The wB cannot get to h1 via f1 (which is blocked by the

immobile wK), nor f3 (blocked by the bP), so it must go via h3. Now for Black's moves. The bPs

will make four moves, so the bK must use three moves in a triangulation maneuver, which must

be done straight away, before the wB arrives. There is no time to play 1.Pg6-g5, so the wBs

retreating move is forced. (A), Nice Composition (AG), Excellent problem. The composer

achieves something sounding impossible - Black and White lose a tempo back to back (LB), The

trick is finding a way to triangulate the bK (RM), Elegant (RL), Quite a tricky sequence to find

(CCF).
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W________w
[w$wdKhbd]
[dw)wgwdb]
[N)pdRdw4]
[hPdwdwdr]
[k)wdwdqd]
[hw$wdwdw]
[PdQ)whwd]
[hwdrdrdb]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwiw]
[wdwdKdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdQIqdwi]
[$wdwdqdw]
[wdwdwGwd]
[dwdwdwdR]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dqdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dqdwdwdw]
[wdqdwdwd]
[dwdw0pdw]
[wdpdQdwd]
[dw0k0wdw]
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dRdpdwdw]
[wdw0pdw0]
[dwdkdBdR]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[rdpdwdwd]
[dwIbdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[b!wdw4wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdNdwd]
[dwdwHkdR]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdKdB]
[wdwdwdwd]
[drdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw)pdw]
[wdwdwdNd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
w--------w

W________w
[wdbdwHwd]
[dpdwIwdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[hw)wdwdB]
[w0P0wdwd]
[dpdPdwhw]
[wGwdwdwd]
[4kdRHwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdr]
[wIwdwdwd]
[db0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwg]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw4wd]
[dwIwdwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dbdqdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdp)w]
[wdwdwIw!]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[Ndwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[hwdwdwdK]
w--------w

F1102 Bojan Bašić
Serbia

F1103 Paul Raican
Romania

dedicated to Dan Meinking
F1104 Mecislovas Rimkus

Lithuania

F1105 Mecislovas Rimkus
Lithuania

F1106 Petko A. Petkov
Bulgaria

F1107 Chris Feather
England

F1108 Peter Gvozdják
Slovakia

dedicated to P.A. Petkov
F1109 Vaclav Kotěšovec

Czech Republic
F1110 Petko A. Petkov

Bulgaria

F1111 Vito Rallo
Italy

F1113 Dan Meinking
Cincinnati, OH

F1112 Chris Feather
England

ser-!9 b/c) Ph1→a1/h8 (2+2)
Actuated Revolving Board
Isardam, PWC (No Kings)

Pser-hs#10               (9+10)
Isardam

ser-s#13                     (2+5)
Ghost Chess

h#2     2 solutions       (3+8)
qQDouble-Grasshopper

h#2       2 solutions    (5+10)
Take & Make, Anti-Andernach
RPao, BVao

h#2     b) Kf3→g7     (7+5)

#2                           (12+16)
qQLion, nNightrider-Lion
bBBishop-Lion, rRRook-Lion

h#3      3 solutions        (2+3)
bBSparrow

hs#3    b) Pc4→d6     (5+5)
Take & Make, BVao
QLeo, RPao, qLocust

h#3½     2 solutions     (1+4)
Royal Rook on f6 (Rf6)

h#4*                             (3+3)
PWC, Take & Make
QGrasshopper 2

Pser-h#9                    (2+2)
nNNightrider
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)wG]
[dwdwdKdk]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdKdp]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdPdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wgwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[rdwdpdKd]
[dwdk0wdw]
[wdPHw)wd]
[dwdwdw)n]
[w1w)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[ndwdwdwd]
[dwdKdw0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[kgwdw0wd]
[drdwdwdw]
[wGwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdrdwdw]
[wdwdwdPd]
[dwdwdwiw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw4wdwi]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdBgwd]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[wdwdwdw1]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wGKdwdwd]
[dwdRdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwiqdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w4pdwdwd]
[dwdw)Ndw]
[wdr)ndbd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[w)Pdwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdndp]
[Kdw0Rdrd]
[dwGwdkgw]
[bdwdwdpd]
[dwdndpdw]
[wdwdqdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdbhrdwd]
[dwgwdNdw]
[wdwdkGwd]
[dKdwdRdw]
[wdpdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkIw4w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdBdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdPdkdw]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[pdwdwdw1]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdp1w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdQ0wdw]
[wdw!wdPd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdkdK]
w--------w

F1090 Lee Poissant
Keeseville, NY

F1091 Valery Kopyl
Ukraine

F1092 Pierre Tritten
France

F1093 Chris Feather
England

F1094 Kevin Begley
Elk Grove, CA

F1095 Peter Harris
Republic of South Africa

F1096 Chris Feather
England

F1097 Andreas Thoma
Germany

F1098 Tibor Érsek
Hungary

F1099 Peter Harris
Republic of South Africa

F1101 Peter Harris
Republic of South Africa

F1100 Anatoly Stepochkin
Russia

r#2             Circe          (6+8) h#2     2 solutions      (3+11)
Super-Circe

h#2      3 solutions      (5+7)
Take & Make

h#2     2 solutions       (3+7)
b) Pf4→c5
Take & Make + Couscous Circe

h#2½        Duplex       (2+2)
Super-Circe
Anti-Circe Equipollents

hs=3½ b/c) Kc2→c7/g4 (5+4)
Double Ultra Maximummer
Super-Circe

h#4*                            (3+3)
PWC + Take & Make

h=5        b) –Ph7        (2+7)
Circe

hs=5       Anti-Circe     (6+8)

hs#5½    b) Pf7→g7    (2+3)
Transmuting King, Patrol Chess
White Maximummer

s#7* b/c) Pa2→e3/h6  (2+4)
d) Kf7→b4
Maximummer + Koko

ser-hs#7  2 solutions  (4+4)
Sentinelles en Pion adverse,
Isardam, PWC
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F1042 (Navon) a) 1.Bc6+ Kxc6 2.Rxc4+ Kb6 3.Rc6+ Rxc6#, b) 1.Rd4+ Kxd4 2.Rxe6 Kd3

3.Rd6+ Sxd6#. Effective line clearance to allow the B/S and B/R batteries to fire (CCF).

F1043 (Harris) 1.Re8 Rb7 2.Bc7 Qd8 3.Qb4 Qb8 #, 1.Qh8 Ra7 2.Rg8 Ra6 3.Bf6 Qb6 #.

F1044 (Sobrecases) 1.Kc4! Kc1 2.Rxd1(Q)+ Kxd1 3.Qh1(R)+ Kd2 4.Kd4=. (1.Rxd1(Q) +?

Kxd1 2.Qh1(R)+ Kd2 3.Ra1(R)!? bxa1R? 4.Rh1!!= but 3…h1R!) Tempo switchback of the

wK and triangle Rundlauf of the bK. WR specific Phoenix. White must force the bK back to d2

so one of the bPs can promote. Good example of this condition (CCF). Radovan Tomašević

found a cook: 1.Kc1 Kd3 2.Kb1 Qa4 (Qa8=wR) 3.c1B(Q)(R) a3-a6 4.Bc2=bPc2 Kxe2=;

1.c1B Qa8=wR 2.Kc2 Ra3-a6 3.Kb1 Kd3 4.Bc2=bP Kxe2=.

F1045 (Rottenberg/Sobrecases) 1…~? 2.Bb5~ 3.Be8~ 4.Kd3 Rxa7(Ra1) 5.Kc2 0-0-0+ but

6.Qe1!; 1...Rxa7(Ra1)! 2.Bb5! (2.Bg4?) 2…0-0-0!! 3.Be8 Rxg1(Ra1) 4.Kd3 Kxb2(Ke1) 5.Kc2

0-0-0#!! Excellent Problem (AG), An interesting problem with two White castlings and hard

work for the solver (WS), Very ingenious double castling (CCF).

F1046 (Sobrecases) 1.Ke2 Sa3! (1...Sc3?) 2.Kd1! (Kxd2?) 2…Sxbl 3.Kc2 Sc3! (3…Sa3?)

4.Ra1 Sb5 5.Kb1 Sa3+ 6.Ka2 Sb1 Capzug! WS double-Rundlauf and bK zigzag. Beautiful

interpretation of this stipulation. The wS goes around the track one and a half times (LB),

Good problem showing hx (RL).

F1047 (Linss) 1.Qf2+ Ke4 2.Qf5+ Ke3 3.Rc1 Ke2! 4.Qf2+ Kd3 5.Qc2+ Ke3 6.Kg5 Kf3

7.Qf2+ Ke4 8.Qf5+ Ke3 9.Kg6 Ke2! 10.Qf2+ Kd3 11.Qc2+ Ke3 12.Rg1 Kf3! 13.Qf2+ Ke4

14.Qf5+ Ke3 15.Rd1 Ke2 16.Qf1+ Ke3 17.Bc5 Ke4 18.Qf5+ Ke3 19.Kh5 Ke2 20.Qf1+ Ke3

21.Qd3+ Kf4 22.Bd6+ Rxd6 23.Kh4 Rh6# Multiple switchbacks and tempo gains.

F1048 (Parrinello/Kostadinov) a) 1.Bxc3+ Kxc3(bKK=KKB) 2.Sc2 Kd2#, b) 1.Sxd3

Kxd3(bKK=KKS) 2.Rxe3+ Kc2#, c) 1.Rxe3 Kxe3(bKK=KKR) 2.Bc1 Ke2# Cyclic change of

functions of Black pieces. Not to difficult for a wierd condition (CCF).

F1049 (Gandev) 1.AGa1(wPb2) b3 2.AGg8 (wAGf8) AGh8 (wAGg8)#, 1.AGc1 (wPc2) c3

2.AGd8(wAGe8) AGc8 (wAGd8)#, 1.AGc6(wBc5) Kb6 2.AGd8 (wAGe8) AGb5 (wAGC6)#,

1.AGg3 (wSf3) Sd2 2.AGg7 (wAGg6) AGd3 (wQe4)#. Very good play with all first moves

made by Gc3 (CCF).

F1050 (Brabec) 1.PAd4? (2.LEg2-dS#[A]) d5[a] 2.LEg5xd5#[B] (2.LEa2xd5+?[C] Kc4! but

1...Bf3!), 1.VAd4? (2.LEg5-d5#[B]), 1...d5[a] 2.LEa2xd5#[C] (2.LEg2xd5+? Kxe4! but

1...Sf5!); 1.Sd4! (2.LEa2-d5#[C]), 1...d5[a] 2.LEg2xd5#[A] (2.LEg5xd5+? Ke3! (1...b3

2.LEa3#) Three phase cyclic change of functions of White moves on "d5"! Interesting problem

with Chinese Pieces (RL).

F1051 (Kotěšovec) 1.Gf3? (2.Gxc6#), 1...KAxd6[a] 2.KAxh8#[A], 1...KAxd4[b]

2.KAxh2#[B], 1...Se4 2.KAxh8#, 1...Se6!; 1.Gc4! (2.Gxc6#), 1...KAxd6[a] 2.KAxh2#[B],

1...KAxd4[b] 2.KAxh8#[A], 1...Se6 2.KAxh8# Reciprocal change of paralysis and mates.

Elaborate play in a heavy setting (CCF).

F1052 (Salai/Dragoun) 1.PAb4? (2.Qxc2/Qxd2#) VAd4!, 1.NAb4? (2.Qxd2/Qxb2#] RAd4!,

1.VAb4? (2.Qxb2/Qxc2#) PAd4!; 1.NAh5! (2.NAg3+ hxg3 3.NAxg3#), 1...NAxh5 2.PAb4

(3.Qxc2/Qxd2#) VAd4 3.Qxb2#, 1...gxh5 2.NAb4 (3.Qxd2/Qxb2#) RAd4 3.Qxc2#,

1...VAxh5 2.VAb4 (3.Qxb2/Qxc2#) PAd4 3.Qxd2#, 1...RAg3 2.VAb4 (3.Qxb2/Qxc2#)

RAxc3 3.VAa3#.

F1053 (Parrinello) 1.Qg3 Gh2 2.Qg8 Gc2+ 3.Ka2+ Gb2#, 1.Bf5 Gff6 2.Bc8 Gc3+ 3.Ka1+

Gb2#. Surprising return of the White pieces, one of my favorites (WS), Most attractive problem

with switchbacks by both wB and wQ (CCF).

F1054 (Parrinello) 1...RLxd3-e3+ 2.Kxe3 LOxb4-b3+ 3.Ke4 LOxb6-b7 4.Kf3 LOxd5-e4#,

1...BLxd5-e4+ 2.Kxe4 LOxb6-b7+ 3.Ke3 LOxb4-b3 4.Kf3 LOxd3-e3 #. Perfect analogy and

strategy (WS), Another attractive problem from this composer with the wK making short

circuits back to f3 (CCF).

F1055 (Dietrich) 1.DRg3 Kf4 2.DRe4 DRd6 3.Ge5 DRc4 4.DRc5 Gb3 5.Gc3 DRe3#, 1.DRf4

DRc3+ 2.Kc4 Geb3 3.DRe6+ Ke5 4.DRc5 DRb5 5.Gc3 DRa3# Nice self-blocks. Excellent

Functionary Chess play (RL).
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdq]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdbdw]
[wdwdwgwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[HwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdndwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
[wdKdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0pdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdwdNdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w1wdw1wd]
[dwdQdwdw]
[wdw1Kdwd]
[dwiwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdkH]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w

F1114 Geoff Foster
Australia

dedicated to C. Feather

F1116 Dan Meinking
Cincinnati, OH

dedicated to Mike Prcic
F1115 Vito Rallo

Italy

ser-h#10   2 solutions  (2+1)
PWC, Take & Make, NWK
NSquirrel, QGrasshopper

Pser-h#12                    (2+4)
qQGrasshopper 

Pser-h#13                  (2+2)
NNightrider

F1119 Chris Feather
England

F1118 Geoff Foster
Australia

F1117 Krasimir Gandev
Bulgaria

h#2½   3 solutions  (3+2+2)
NGnu-Rider, qLocust
RPao, BVao

ser-h#7 b) Ba5→a2 (2+1+1) ser-h#12                  (1+1+2)
Einstein Chess, PWC

SG54 (April-June) Solutions - FAIRIES 

Comments from: Aleksey Gasparyan (AG), Radovan Tormašević (RT), Ladislav BeJcsak (LB),

Wilfried Seehofer (WS), Romuald Lazowski (RL) and C. C. Frankiss (CCF)

F1036 (Harris) a) 1.exd2 [+wRb2][bPd2→d7] Sb3=bS 2.Sc5=wS Sxd7 [+bPe8] [wSb1]#, b)

1.Kxd4 [+wRd7][bKe8] Rc2=bR 2.Kd8 Sxc2 [+bRe8] [wSb1]#, c) 1.Kb2 Rxg2 [+bPb1=bS]

[wRh1] 2.Kxa1 [+wSf6][bKe8] Rxbl [+bSe7][wRh1]#. Difficult solving. 1 am not a fan of

these multi-condition problems (CCF).

F1037 (Balasubramanian) 1.Bxb4(Re1) Rxe3(Se1) 2.Sd3 Rh3#, 1.Sxb4(Rd5) Rxd6(Bd5) 2.Bc6

Rh6#. Good effects with both fairy types (WS). Attractive play (CCF).

F1038 (Harris) a) 1.Kxd2 [+bPd1=bB] Bxh5 [+wPa8=wR] 2.Rxa5 [+bPd1=bB]+ Kxa5

[+wRe2] 3.Kxd1 [+bBe8] Ba4#, b) 1.Kxd2 [+bPg6] gxh5 [+wPh8=wR] 2.Rxh5 [+bPc1=bR]+

Kxh5 [+wRc2] 3.Kxc1 [+bRb8] Rbl#, c) l.Kxd2 [+bPa7] axb6 [+wPa8=wQ] 2.Qxa5 [+bPb5]

Kd4 3.Qxb5 [+bPe4] e3#. All very difficult. Mate in c) quite ingenious (CCF).

F1039 (Foster) 1.Kc4 Sc3 2.Qd3 Se4 3.Sd4 Sb6#, 1.Qd1 Ka3 2.Sd2 Ka2 3.Kc2 Sb4#. Need to

avoid White mates (CCF).

F1040 (Regniers) 1.Be7! (2.Qa1+ Qxd4 3.cxd4#), 1...b2 2.Bd5+Qxd5 3.Qa4# , 1...Rb2 2.Sd5+

Qxd5 3.Qg1# Two Isardam-specific anti-batteries and three Isardam-specific batteries (A).

Strange Isardam play and defenses (CCF).

F1041 (Kekely) 1.e7! (2.e6~ 3.Rd5#), 1...Rxh6 2.Rg6~ 3.Rc6#; 2…Rxg6+ 3.Qxh2#, 1...Rh4

2.Rg4~ 3.Re4#; 2…Rxg4+ 3.Qxh2#, 1...Rh3 2.Rg3~ 3.Rf3#; 2…Rxg3+ 3.Qxh2#, 1...Be1

2.Sxe1~ 3.Sf3#, 1...d3 2.Se3~ 3.Sd5#, 1...Bd2 2.Sxd4~ 3.Sf3/Sc6#. Magnetic Rooks. Eight-

fold closing of the longest diagonal (A). A lot of variations (RL). White seeks to interfere on line

b7-g2 to give the bK a free square (CCF).
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W________w
[whwiwdw4]
[dpdwhw0w]
[w0w1wdpd]
[Gwdwdbdw]
[RdBdr!wd]
[gPDWDW)w]
[w)wHwdPd]
[dwdKdwHR]
w--------w

W________w
[wdb1wgwd]
[dw0w0wdw]
[ndpdwdkh]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[4n4wdwdr]
[wdP)P)Pd]
[$NGQIBHR]
w--------w

W________w
[wdbdwgwd]
[dw0w0kdw]
[ndwdpdrh]
[dPdwdwdw]
[qdwdw)pd]
[Gn4wdwdr]
[wdP)PdPd]
[$NdQIBHR]
w--------w

W________w
[b$wdwGBg]
[4Rdw0k)w]
[P0wdw)p0]
[dNdPdpdw]
[wdpIwdwd]
[dwdPdNdP]
[wdwdwdP!]
[dwdwdwhr]
w--------w

W________w
[whw1w4kd]
[dp0whp0w]
[B0w0wdwd]
[dwgwdw4P]
[wdwdwGw0]
[HwdPdPdw]
[w)PdQ)w)]
[dwIRdwHR]
w--------w

W________w
[w4wdwdwd]
[dwdwhp0w]
[wgwdpdpd]
[0khw0w)w]
[wdpdwdwd]
[4bdPdwdN]
[w)P)w)wd]
[$NGwIBdR]
w--------w

W________w
[bdw!wdw$]
[0kdp0p0p]
[Pdw)wdwd]
[dPdK0wdP]
[wHwdwdw)]
[dwdwdwdP]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[NGwdwgwh]
[$P0w0w0w]
[rdpdwdwd]
[!p0wdwdw]
[KdwdwdPd]
[dwdw)Pdw]
[k)PdP0wd]
[dw$ndwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdb$r1]
[0wdpdB0w]
[pdwdw0Kd]
[Hw0wdpdn]
[wdw)wdw)]
[dndw)w)w]
[k)P0wdPd]
[dRgwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[rdbdwgwd]
[4wdP0wdw]
[ndwdpdkh]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdw1]
[dw4w)w0r]
[w)PdK)Pd]
[$NGQDBHR]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdrgwd]
[4w0wdpdw]
[wdndpiwh]
[dwdwdwdw]
[b)w0wdPd]
[dB4qdwdr]
[wdP)P)wd]
[$NGQIwHR]
w--------w

W________w
[Khb1kgn!]
[dwdpdw0R]
[w0r0p0wd]
[0Bdwdwdw]
[PdNdwdw)]
[dw4Pdw)w]
[w)wdP)wd]
[dwGwdwHw]
w--------w

R0185 Andrey Frolkin
Ukraine

Last 8 single moves?  (11+9)

R0186 Günther Weeth
& Andrey Frolkin
Germany/Ukraine

Release the position (13+12) Release the position (12+15)

R0187 Nikolai Beluhov
Bulgaria

Did the black King ever (15+12)
return to his home square

R0188 Nikolai Beluhov
Bulgaria

dedicated to Nikita Plaskin

P0315 Kostas Prentos
& Andrey Frolkin
Greece/Ukraine

PG 20                     (15+14)
b) Undo black’s castling, then PG 19½

P0316 Nicolas Dupont
France

PG 21                     (13+14)

P0317 Kostas Prentos
& Andrey Frolkin
Greece/Ukraine

PG 21½                     (12+12)

P0318 Silvio Baier
Germany

PG 22                     (14+14)

P0319 Silvio Baier
Germany

PG 24                     (14+14)

P0320 Silvio Baier
Germany

PG 25                     (14+14)

P0321 Silvio Baier
Germany

PG 25½                   (14+14)

P0322 Satoshi Hashimoto
Japan

PG 25          C- (14+15)
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F1056 (Gandev) 1.Ga7 Ke4 2.Kc7 PAf3 3.Kb8 LEd4 4.Ka8 RLf5 5.LOxf3-g3+ LEd5#, 1.Kc5

Ke3 2.Ge4 LEf3 3.Kb4 PAd4+ 4.Ka3 RLf4 5.LOxf3-g2+ PAd3 #. Difficult but allractive play

(CCF)

F1057 (Feather) 1...Ke3#, 1.DGc3 2.Kb2 3.DGc1 4.Kxa3 5.Kb4 6.Kb5 7.Kc6 8.DGb7 9.Kb5

10.DGb6 11.Kb4 12.Ka3 Kc3# Fine anti-batteries. A wonderful setting with an amazing

solution. Good mating moves with the wK (WS), DG moves are hard to work out as there are so

many options (CCF).

F1058 (Seehofer) a) 1...Ne2#, 1.Ge3 2.Ka7 3.Kb8 4.Ke8 5.Kd8 6.Ke7 7.Ge8 8.Kd8

9.Kc8 10.Kb8 11.Ga8 12.Gc8 13.Ka7 14.Ga8 15.Kb8 Kb6#, b) 1...Nb4/Ne4#, 1.Ga1 2.Ga5

3.Ka7 4.Ga8 5.Kb8 6.Kc8 7.Kd8 8.Ge8 9.Gc8 10.Ke7 11.Kf6 12.Gg7 13.Ge5 14.Ke7

15.Ge8 16.Kd8 Kd6#. Either phase shows a beautiful 90 degree chameleon echo. I can not see

what the strained twinning contributes (LB), Good fairy superminiature (RL), Grasshoppers

guided onto blocking squares. Nicely done (CCF).

F1059 (Seehofer) 1...b6#, 1.G2d3 2.Ga6 3.Gc4 4.Ge2 5.G2d6 6.G2d2 7.G2g2 8.Ga6 9.Gc4

10.Gc8 11.Gc6 12.G2a8 13.Ga4 14.Ge4 15.Gc4 16.Ga6 b6#.

F1060 (Yamada) 1...Rf3 2.NHg1 Rc3 3.NHa4 Rc5 4.NHe6 Rc7 5.NHa8 Rc4 6.NHd2 Re4

7.NHf6 Rg4 8.NHh2 Rd4 9.NHb5 Rd6 10.NHf7 Rd3 11.NHc1 Rb3 12.NHa5 Re313.NHg2 Re6

14.NHd8 Rc6 15.NHb4 Rf6 16.NHh7 Rf3 17.NHe1 Rd3 18.NHc5 Rb3 19.NHa1 Re3 20.NHg4

Re5 21.NHc6 Re7 22.NHg8 Re4 23.NHd2 Rc4 24.NHb6 Rf4 25.NHh3 Rf2 26.NHd1 Rf5

27.NHg7 Rg5 28.KAg8 Rh5[+bKh8]#.

F1061 (Kostadinov) 1.c1Q+ nKKxc1(nKK=nKKQ) 2.nKKQg5 g8R#, 1.c1R nKKxe1

(nKK=nKKR) 2.nKKRc4 2.g8B#, 1.c1B+ nKKxc1(nKK=nKKB) 2.nKKBh6 g8S#,

1.c1SnKKxe1(nKK=nKKS) 2.nKKSb3 g8Q# Double AUW. Double AUW! (RT).

F1062 (Pachl) a) 1.nZRe3 nQxb8-h6+ 2.Kg4 nCRxe3-h1#, b) 1.nCRe3 nQxb6-f4+ 2.Kh5

nNxe3-f6#, e) 1.nNe3 nQxa2-g6+ 2.Kh4 nZRxe3-f1#. Remarkable cycle problem. Fine

composition (CCF).

F1063 (Feather) 1...Kf5 2.nQxb6(nRLb8) nQd8 3.nRLf8+ nQxf8(nRLfl)#, 1...Kh3 2.Kg6

nRLh6+ 3.Kh5+ nQxh6(nRh1)#, 1...Kf3 2.Ke6 nRLf6+ 3.Kf5+ nQxf6(nRLf1)#, 1...Kg3

2.Kf6 nRLg6+ 3.Kg5+ nQxg6(nRLg1)#. Wonderful echo mates, incredible! (WS), Nice fairy

problem (RL), Four chameleon mates, slightly repetitious (CCF).

F1064 (Gandev) a) 1...nNe4 2.Ke6 DOe3 3.nCAe2 SeS#, b) 1...nNb4+ 2.Kd6 DOa3 3.nCAh4

Sc5#.

F1065 (Feather) 1.nPa1=nB nPh8=nR 2.nRg8 nPh7 3.nRg7 nPh8=nR 4.nRh7 nBxe5 [nBc1]#.

RETROS AND PROOF GAMES 
Editor: Kostas Prentos 

Judges: Retros: Ryan McCracken, Proof Games: Reto Aschwanden 

This last issue of 2011 finds the stock of originals completely exhausted. Our faithful

contributors are invited to keep up the good work and provide us with problems of the usual

high quality.

There are four compositions of classical style in the retro section. R0185 is accessible even

for inexperienced solvers. R0186 is an interesting study of retro-opposition. Nikolai's problems

are appealing and rather easier to solve than usual: R0187 shows a systematic maneuver.

R0188, dedicated to Nikita Plaksin for his 80th birthday, is a good introduction to classical

retroanalysis.

The twin in P0315 is only a variation of the main line, but it is thematically integrated.

Nicolas' fine technique makes a difficult idea look easy. P0317 was not successful in this

year's Champagne tourney; it is a last-minute addition to make the number of originals even.

The experiment in SG53, of three very similar proof games by Silvio Baier, was received

positively by solvers; this concept is repeated with P0318 to P0321. Finally, P0322 is the only

proof game in the issue which is not computer tested. I hope readers will enjoy solving this

remarkable problem.
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W________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdw$w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0k]
[wdQdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdbdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwdwdrd]
[dw)w$Qdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Rdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdP!w]
[wdwdk0wd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
w--------w

See also P1007296 in PDB: http://www.softdecc.com/pdb/index.pdb (A), 3 x B Frolkin all

captured by pieces (RM), Three promotions to B with three Pronkin captures. Fairly easy

solving (CCF).

P0303 (Prentos/Frolkin) Correct stipulation PG18, instead of PG21. 1.d4 Sc6 2.Sd2 Sxd4

3.Sb3 Sxe2 4.Kd2 Sxg1 5.Bd3 e6 6.Bxh7 Ba3 7.Bd3 Rxh2 8.bxa3 Rxg2 9.Rh7 g6 10.Rxf7 Sh6

11.Rxd7 Sf5 12.Rd4 Qd6 13.a4 Kd7 14.Ba3 (N) Kc6 15.Qb1 Kb6 16.Sc1+ Ka5 17.Rb4 Qh2

18.c4 (D) Rxf2+. The White pieces form an N (for Nicolas) after White's fourteenth move,

which in the course of play transforms into a D (for Dupont) (A), The letter "N" appears after

White's 14th. Interesting idea to make one initial appear during the play, like a flashing neon

sign (RM).

P0304 (Osorio/Lois) 1.a4 f5 2.a5 f4 3.Ra4 f3 4.Sa3 fxg2 5.f4 g5 6.Sf3 g1B 7.Bh3 Bd4 8.Be6

Bc3 9.dxc3 g4 10.Qd3 g3 11.Qxh7 g2 12.f5 g1B 13.Bf4 Bc5 14.e3 d5 15.0-0 d4 16.Kh1 d3

17.Rg1 d2 18.Rg5 d1B 19.Bg3 Be2 20.Rag4 Bc4 21.Sd2 Bb3 22.cxb3 b6 23.Sc2 Ba3 24.bxa3

bxa5. An Impostor Pawn (IP) is a Pawn not originally from the line where it stands, provided

that: a) the impostor feature is legal by retroanalysis (i.e. it could legally be the original pawn

of this line) and b) the original pawn no longer stands on this line. We are showing a

triplication of the feature produced by three Ceriani-Frolkin Bishops (A), 3 x B Frolkin with no

White doubled pawns (RM), Three promotions to B with Pronkin captures, all very well

constructed (CCF).

P0305 (Heinonen) 1.d4 e5 2.Bh6 gxh6 3.g4 h5 4.Bg2 Sh6 5.Bc6 dxc6 6.Sa3 Be6 7.Qb1 Bb4+

8.Kd1 c5 9.f4 Sc6 10.f5 Qb8 11.fxe6 f5 12.d5 f4 13.d6 f3 14.d7+ Ke7 15.d8B+ Kd6 16.Bg5 f2

17.Bc1 f1B 18.e3 Ba6 19.g5 b5 20.g6 Bc8 21.g7 a6 22.g8B Ra7 23.Bf7 Rg8 24.Bg6 Rg7

25.Bd3 Sg8 26.Bf1. Three Pronkin Bishops: A difficult task, presented very economically. 3 x B

Pronkin well done (RM), Masterful composition (RL), Three promotions to B and return to

home squares (Phoenix). Not hard to see the composers intention, but difficult to find the

correct move order (CCF).

P0306 (Lois/Osorio) 1.c3 h5 2.Qa4 Rh6 3.Qxa7 Ra6 4.a4 Sc6 5.Qb8 Sf6 6.Qxc8 Sd5 7.Qb8

Sdb4 8.Qa7 Qb8 9.Qe3 Qa7 10.Qh6 0-0-0 11.Qh8 Qb8 12.Qxf8 Ra8 13.Qh8 Sa6 14.Qh6 Rh8

15.a5 Kd8 16.Ra4 Ke8 17.Rg4 hxg4 18.e4 g3 19.Ke2 gxf2 20.g4 Qd8 21.Bg2 Sab8 22.a6 f1S

23.a7 Sg3+ 24.Ke3 Se2 25.axb8B Sxc1 26.Ba7 Sb8. Triple sibling (bS, bR, bR), triple Circuit

from and to home-square (bS, bQ, bK), double Prenix (=anticipatory Phoenix) (bS and wB),

ending in a diagram with a visible promoted man (wBa7), but no extra-set material (A),

Castle/un-castle + sibling S just for sacrifice. Amazing problem, hopefully sound (RM), A fine

composition which I found difficult to solve (CCF).

Repeat Mate Update
by Robert Lincoln

I never seem to tire of playing with a favorite toy – repeat mates.

No.1 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (3+4)

No.2 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (4+3)

No.3 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (4+3)

No.4 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (5+2)

W________w
[wdwdbdwd]
[dwdpdw!w]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dBdwHwIw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w
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SG54 (April-June) Solutions - RETROS & PROOF GAMES 

Comments from: Author (A), Radovan Tomašević (RT), Ladislav Belcsak (LB), Ryan

McCracken (RM), Romuald Lazowski (RL) and C. C. Frankiss (CCF)

R0177 (Beluhov) Retract: -1.a7xRb8R+ Sc5-d7 -2.Sd7-e5+ Sd3-c5 -3.Bf7-g8 Sb4-d3 -4.d3-d4

Sd5-b4 -5.e2xPd3 Sc7-d5 -6.Se5-d7 Bg8-h7 -7.Sc4-e5 (Not -7.c2-c3? Bh7-g8 -8.Bg8-f7 f4-f3 -

9.Sf7-e5 f5-f4 -10.Sh8-f7 d4-d3 -11.Bf7-g8 Bg8-h7 -12.h7-h8S d5-d4 -13.h6-h7 h7xg6 and

black is retro-stalemated) Bh7-g8 -8.Sa3-c4 Bg8-h7 -9.Sb5-a3 Sd5-c7 -10.Sc7-b5+ Bh7-g8 -

11.Bg8-f7 Se3-d5 -12.Bf7-g8 Sg4-e3 -13.Bg8-f7 Se5-g4 -14.Bf7-g8 Sd7-e5 -15.Sd5-c7 Bg8-h7

-16.Se3-d5 Bh7-g8 -17.Sc4-e3 Bg8-h7 -18.Se5-c4 Bh7-g8 -19.Bg8-f7 f4-f3 -20.Sf7-e5 f5-f4 -

21.Sh8-f7 d4-d3 -22.Bf7-g8 Bg8-h7 -23.h7-h8S d5-d4 -24.h6-h7 h7xSg6 -25.Se5-g6 Sc5-d7 -

26.Sd7-e5+ and everything unlocks. Five Knight-for-Knight substitutions along the same line of

attack, four of them featuring the same pair of Knights! (A), Quite a tricky retraction, but still

well composed (CCF).

R0178 (Beluhov) Retracting e4-e5 too early is illegalized by the color effect, as the black pawns

captured a white light-squared Bishop. -1...Sb6-d7+? leads to retro-stalemate, 24 retractions

later. Retract: -1...Sb8-d7+ -2.a3-a4 Bh6-g5 -3.a2-a3 Bf4xPh6 -4.h5-h6 Sf5-g3 -5.h4-h5 Sh6-f5

-6.h3-h4 Bf5-g6 -7.h2-h3 Rg1-g7 -8.g7-g8S Sg8-h6+ -9.g6-g7 b2-b1R -10.g5-g6 b3-b2 -11.g4-

g5 b4-b3 -12.g3-g4 b5-b4 -13.g2-g3 b7-b5 -14.b6xRa7 Ra8-a7 -15.b5-b6 a7-a6 -16.b4-b5 Sa6-

b8 -17.b3-b4 Kb8-c8 -18.b2-b3 Bc8-f5 -19.Se6-d8. The type and sequence of black's retractions

at moves 4-7, can only be determined once the solver has realized that -18…Bc8-f5 must be

unplayed 28 retractions later! (A), Bravo Nikolai for all three problems! This was my favorite

(RT), Clever retractions and again well composed (CCF).

R0179 (Beluhov/Frolkin) Retract: -1...Sf4-e6 -2.Rc8-b8 Sg2-f4 -3.Rb8-c8 Sh4-g2 -4.Rc8-b8

Sf5-h4 -5.Rb8-c8 Sd6-f5 -6.Rc8-b8 Sf5-e7 -7.Rb8-c8 Sh4-f5 -8.RcS-b8 Sg2-h4 -9.Rb8-c8 Se1-

g2 -10.Rc8-b8 e2-e1S -11.Rb8-c8 e3-e2 -12.Rc8-b8 e4-e3 -13.Rb8-c8 e5-e4 -14.Rc8-b8 e7-e5!

(the only way to resolve the retro-opposition) -15.Rb8-c8 Sc8-d6 -16.Se6-d8 Sd6/a7/b6-c8 -

17.Sd8-b7+ and everything unlocks. Good problem and not so easy to solve (CCF).

P0298 (Graefrath) Correct diagram with wSf3 instead of wSe2 1.e3 f5 2.Bc4 Sf6 3.Bg8

Rxg8(=wR) 4.Rxf8(=bR) Kf7 5.Qh5+ Kg8 6.Sf3 e6 7.0-0. Castling and artificial castling. It

may be hard to guess where the missing Bishops were captured! (A), Good PG in Andernach

(RL), Difficult play with non-castling by Black (CCF).

P0299 (Baier) i) 1.d4 a5 2.d5 a4 3.d6 a3 4.dxc7 axb2 5.cxb8Q bxc1Q 6.Qxa8 Qxc2 7.Qa4

Qxd1+ 8.Qxd1. ii) 1.d4 Sc6 2.Bf4 Sxd4 3.Bxc7 Qxc7 4.Qxd4 Qxc2 5.Qxa7 Qxb2 6.Qxa8 Qb6

7.Qa4 Qd88.Qd1. The first solution shows the well-known combination of Pronkin(Q) and

Ceriani-Frolkin(q), and the second, Rundlaufs of both Queens (A), Two good lines of play, but

the first line is more difficult than the second line (CCF).

P0300 (Soliman) 1.e3 c5 2.Ke2 c4 3.Kf3 c3 4.bxc3 d5 5.Bb2 d4 6.cxd4 e5 7.dxe5 Sf6 8.exf6 h6

9.fxg7 f6 10.gxh8R Kf7 11.Bc4+ Kg7 12.d3 Kxh8. The wPb2 captures its way to h8, promoting

to a Schnoebelen Rook. Well composed Schnoebelen Rook as well as surprising absence of

castling (LB), Schnoebelen/diagonal excelsior combo nicely done (RM), Six captures by the wP

along the b2-h8 diagonal with forced promotion to R (CCF).

P0301 (Sobrecases) 1.a4 Sf6 2.a5 Sd5 3.Ra4 Sb6 4.axb6 a5 5.Rh4 a4 6.e4 a3 7.Qe2 a2 8.Qa6

a1S 9.Ke2 Sb3 10.Kd3 Sd4 11.Kc4 Sdc6 12.Kb5 Sa7+ 13.bxa7. A 9-move tempo maneuver,

showing the bPa7 Excelsior, promotion into a bS Phoenix, and long switchback for a sacrifice

on a7 (A), The only way for Black to lose a tempo is for the pawn to promote and return home.

Highly enjoyable (LB), Who says Knights can't lose a tempo?! (RM), Excellent problem with

unexpected promotion of bPa7 to S and return to a7 (CCF).

P0302 (Baier) 1.d4 g5 2.d5 Bg7 3.d6 Kf8 4.dxc7 d5 5.a4 Qd7 6.a5 Qh3 7.a6 Bg4 8.axb7 a5

9.c8B Ra6 10.Be6 Rxe6 11.b4 Sa6 12.b8B f5 13.Be5 Bxe5 14.b5 Sf6 15.b6 Rg8 16.b7 Rg6

17.b8B Rh6 lS.Bd6 Bxd6. Three Ceriani-Frolkin Bs captured by pieces, combined with a White

home-base.
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwIRd]
[!ndwdndk]
[wdwdw$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdk0]
[dwdw!bdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Rdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdRdwdKd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdwdwdQ]
[wdwdwdwH]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[Qdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdkHR]
[wdwIwdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
w--------w

It looks all too easy to solve No.9. After all, 1…Kb7/Kd7 are definitely stowed away by

2.Qc7#. It then dawns that 1…Bb7! is a safe resource. So 1.Qe5! (zz) wanders off in order to

gain an improved perspective. Then, 1…Kb6 completes the tripled bag for 2.Qc7#. A staunch

2.Qd6# is ready to pounce after 1...Bb7. Finally, that runaway WQ unlatched 1...a5 which is

quickly disciplined by 2.Qb5#.

Amusing preliminaries boost No.10. 1.Qg4+? collects 1...Kd8 2.Rxd5# and 1...Kd6

2.Qe6#, but 1…Kc6! 1.Qe4? (zz) simply allows 1…S~! What a difference 1.Qe5! (zz) makes.

2.Qe8# triumphs over 1…c6/Kd8/Kc8. 1…Kc6 is trounced 2.Qxd5# and 1...S~ must sanction

2.Qxc7#. Here, that flight-taking may be excused as 1…Kd6 2.Qxd5# was set.

"Dual avoidance" through unpins is the motivation behind No.11. 1.Qe8+? is a wobbly

effort grabbing 1…Kf5 2.Rf8#, 1…Kxh7 2.Rh8#, but 1…Kh6! 1.Qe5! (2.Qh5#) has the right

stuff all around: 1…Kh6 2.Qxg7# (2.Qh5?), 1…Kxh7 2.Qxg7#, 1…Bf5 2.Qxg7#, and

1...Kf7 2.Rxg7# (2.Qe8?).

No.12 relies on batteries and pinning gadgets. 1.Kb6? (zz) is ineffective versus 1...Bc8!

1.Bd5! (zz) harvests 1…Bc6+/Kb8/Ka7 2.Sc6#. A sole saving grace, 1…Bxd5, meets 2.Se6#.

Remaining items feature a mixed fusion of approaches to doubling the repetitive process. A

3x2 Zagoruiko is shown in No.13. 1.Rgg4? (zz) yields 1…Sb~ 2.Rgh4#, 1…Sf~ 2.Rgh4#, but

1...Kh6! 1.Rf2? (zz) has 1...Sb~ 2.Rh2#, 1…Sf~ 2.Rh2#, 1...Kh4 2.Rh2#, but 1...Sh4!

1.Rg8! (zz) applies proper medicine: 1…Sb~ 2.Rh8#, 1…Sf~ 2.Rh8#, and 1…Kh6 2.Rh8#.

The hopeful rescue attempt by 1...Sh6 gets thwarted 2.Rg5#. A non-related cook try by distant

WQ offers some relief that her majesty is not just acting as a WR - 1.Qa8? (2.Qf3#) 1…Sb4

2.Qh8#, but 1...Sbd4!

Two false overtures enliven No.14. 1.Rg2+? is fended off 1...Bg4! and 1.Rf2? (2.Qxf5#)

suffers the indignity of 1…B~. 1.Ra5! (2.Qxf5#) scores the threat all the same upon 1…Kg5 or

1...Kh5. A "real" tripartite series comes with 2.Qg7# trumping 1...B~/h5/Kh7. I would call

this sort of activity a mere pseudo-doubling.

The same can be said of No.15. 1.Sf1! (2.Qe3#) has the initial menace trail 1...Kd4 and

1…Ke5. The genuine thing happens on 1…d4/Bd4/Kf4 where 2.Qf5# is the closer. My feeling

is that if a given Black move does not truly defend, it cannot be a thematic factor.

Cheerfully, such considerations do not befoul the simon-pure waiter. No.16 includes two

full-fledged branches with three "repeaters" in each case. What's more, respectable tries

precede the main event. 1.Qc4? (zz) goes sour on 1...Bg2! 1.Qd1+? pushes 1...Kf4! into sure

sanctuary. 1.Ke1? (2.Qe4#) works excepting 1...Kg2! A stoic pause, 1.Qb5! (zz) conquers.

The dominoes fall in neat rows thusly: 1...g4/Kf2/Kg2 2.Qf1# and 1...Bg2/Kf4/Kg4 2.Qf5#.

StrateGems Miniature Tourney II Award 
by Robert Lincoln 

Once again it was gratifying to receive such an outpouring of interesting ideas for this second

StrateGems Miniature Tourney. Only four positions that doubled the theme requirement got

honors. It seemed to me more creativity was achieved by those who emphasized virtual play

and other daring concepts.

No.13 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (4+3)

No.14 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (3+4)

No.15 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (4+3)

No.16 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (4+3)
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W________w
[bdwdNdwd]
[dwdwdwHw]
[pdkdwdwd]
[!wdwdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wGwdwdwd]
[dw0kdKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dRdndwdw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdwhN]
[wdwdwdkd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdw!wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dbdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[kdwHwdRd]
[dbdwdBdR]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdBH]
[dwdwdw4w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwIw]
[wdw!wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[rdQGwdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[kdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwhwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdRgQdwd]
[dwdwdKdk]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

No.1 took form in my trusty notebook while en route to the British meeting in Harrogate.

Pertinent tries are 1.Qc6? (2.Rh7, Qh3#) 1...g4! and 1.Qe4? (2.Rh7#) 1...g4 2.Qh7#, but 1...Sf7!

1.Qc8! (2.Qh3#) stays steady on the mark with 2.Qxh8# servicing 1…g4/Bg4/Kh6. That last

despairing stab, 1...Sg6, costs 2.Rh7#. Of course, the point of this exercise was to exhibit

'Barnes theme" within tries.

That itchy WS is obviously slated for the key of No.2. Two misfires are 1.Sg6? (zz) 1...Bxg6!

and 1.Sf4? (zz) 1...d5! Correct is the nonchalant 1.Sd3! (zz) where 2.Qe5# performs against

1...Bf7/Kd5/Kd5. 2.Qxd7# is on station for 1...B~, while 1...d6 and 1...d5 are drubbed in turn by

2.Sf4# and 2.Qf6#. The upshot is Black correction and BP 1-2 in one tidy package.

A checkmate at a6 must be threatened for No.3. However, 1.Qf6? (2.Qa6#) does not gel

because of 1...Kb7! 1.Qe6! (2.Qa6#) is far better with 2.c8Q# on hand to jolt 1...Ka7,Kb7/Rg6.

Naturally, 1...Rd8+ crumples to 2.cxd8Q#.

Getting repeated 'under" promotions proved difficult to construct. But No.4 satisfies the task

and is blemished only by strong key. Virtual play consists of 1.Ra6+? 1...Ke7/Kd7 2.f8Q#, but

1...Ke5! or 1...Kd5! 1.Re8+? has 1...Kd5 2.Rd1#, but 1…Kd6! 1.Kc5? (2.Re8, Qxf6#) cannot

ensnare 1...Ke5! The quiet 1.Ke5! (zz) suffices. Now, 2.f8S demolishes 1...f5/Ke7/Kd7 while

1...Ke5 falls victim to 2.Re8#. That latter blow recurs as try, threat, and mate - the Urania theme:

An arranged 1...Rg5 2.Qh2# should be noticed for No.5. 1.Sf7! (2.Qh6#) provokes the

subsequent 2.Q(x)g5# under these circumstances: 1...Kg6 (self-interference), l...Rg5 (line-

cut), and 1...Rh7 (direct guard). Additional niceties are l...Rg6 2.Qh2# and l...Rxf7

2.Bxf7#. The set and actual play involve change and mate transference. That mutual collision

at g6 between BR and BK is tagged "Royal Grimshaw."

White seems to have a wrap on No.6. 2.Be8# is available for both 1…S~ and 1…Kg6. Alas,

there's a lurking 1...Sd7! to spoil the party. Hence, 1.Bd1! (zz) zooms downward to thrust

2.Bh5# against 1...S~/Kg6/Ke8. This time, a remedial 1...Sg6 is frustrated 2.Bb3#.

No.7 employs Black line opening and self-block to organize thematic coups. A glaringly

obvious 1.Qb7! (2.Qb4#) begins. 2.Qb3# follows hard on the heels of 1…c5/a5/Ka3. One

more trinket is 1...Rb8 2.Qxa6#.

Identical tactics occur in No.8. The flight-giving 1.Qg6! (2.Qg3#) counts as a better start

over that shown previously. The glum trio of 1…h4/Be5/Kh2 propel a grateful 2.Qg2#. Once

again, a worthy side variant appears - 1...Se4 2.Qxh5#.

No.9 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (3+4)

No.10 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (4+3)

No.11 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (4+3)

No.12 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (5+2)

No.5 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (4+3)

No.6 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (5+2)

No.7 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                          (3+4)

No.8 Robert Lincoln
Original

#2                           (3+4)

W________w
[wdwdwhw$]
[dwdwdkdw]
[wdwIwGwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
w--------w
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdQdw]
[w$wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdPiwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdw$ndwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[wiwdwdwd]
[dwdQdwdw]
[Kdwgwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Rdwdwdwd]
[dkdBdwdR]
[wdndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwiPd]
[dwGwdwdQ]
[wdwdwHwd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention - (Karol Mlynka) This innocent-looking problem contains unforeseen

riches. 1.Rc4+? or 1.Rg4+? permit quick egress by 1...Kf3! and 1...Kd5! 1.Rf5? (2.Rc4#) lets

1...Kd4! fly. 1.Ke6? (2.Rg4#) is skirted by 1...Kf4! 1.Rcg3? (zz) efficiently collects 1...Kd4

2.R3g4# and 1...Kf4 2.R5g4#, but 1...c5! The victor is 1.Rgc5! (zz) scoring 1...Kd4 2.R3c4#

and 1...Kf4 2.R5c4#. 1.Rc4 and 1.Rg4 both serve as try, threat and mate neatly doubling the

"Urania" design.

3rd Honorable Mention - (Rainer Paslack) Ordinarily, thematic hits by WK and WS

necessitate locating BK in some remote comer. But this problem manages otherwise. Faulty

leads are 1.Rb1? (2.Rh1#) 1...Bf6! and 1.Rb7? (zz) 1...B~ 2.Rh7#, but 1...Bf8! Correct is

1.Rg8! garnering 1...Bh6 2.Sf6#, 1...Bf6 2.Kxf6#, and 1...B~ 2.Rg5#. The dual of 1...Bh8

2.Rxh8# (or 2.Rg5#) doesn't bother me.

4th Honorable Mention - (Aaron Hirschenson) The WP mates of this problem are well-

known, but the abundance of virtual play is impressive. Set play is simply 1...S~ 2.g4# and

1...Sg4 2.hxg4#. Keeping the status quo becomes a burden. 1.Kf6? (zz) gets smacked 1...Se4+!

1.g4+? grants a safe 1...Kh4! 1.h4? (zz) allows 1...Sg4! 1.Bd2? (2.Rh6#) collapses to 1...Sxh3!

Only 1.Kg7! (zz) maintains those prepared coups.

51h Honorable Mention - (Aleksander Pankratyev) Several entries demonstrated "star flight"

with WQ and WB doling out two mates each. This problem is the most economical and has a

decent shot at originality. The key, 1.Sc5! (zz), gives two and takes two outlets. Four resultant

disposals stick to a quite familiar pattern: 1…Ke3 2.Qf2#, 1…Kxc5 2.Bf2#, 1…Kc3 2.Bf6#,

and 1…Ke5 2.Qf6#.

6th Honorable Mention - (Walter Diaz and Bas de Has) Two composers working

autonomously crafted this problem. It was also the only one received that sported five clear

post-key variants. 1.Rd5! (2.Qb3#) breeds 1…Sc5 2.Rd4#, 1…Sd4 2.Qxd4#, 1…a4 2.Rb5# and

1...Bc3 2.Qb5#.

1st Commendation - (Dimitry Turevski and Dimitry Zhill) A belligerent 1.Qd6! (2.Qxc6#)

solves. 2.Bxc6# brings the runaway 1…Ka8 to heel. WQ and WR share b8 as the mating site

upon 1…S~ and 1…Sa7. The correction gimmick is nice, but that massive attack force detracts.

2nd Commendation - (Pavel Murashev) Given the drawback of obvious strain, this problem

does fetch an awkward Zagoruiko. 2.Bd2# is set for 1...e5. 1.Sd3+? secures 1….Kg5 2.Qh5#,

but 1...Ke4! 1.Bb2? (zz) has 1...e5 2.Bc1#, but I.. .Kg5! l.Qt3+? tracks I...Kg5 2.Qf6#, but

I...Kt3! l.Bg7! (zz) concludes matters by 1...e5 2.Bh6# and 1...Kg5 2.Qh6#. The initial

layout revealed no hint of those decisive blows.

3rd Commendation - (Michael McDowell) Naturally, this problem will feature promotions.

However, an immediate 1.c8Q? (zz) is bopped 1...Sxc8! So the WK must proceed first. 1.Kd8?

(zz) or 1.Ke7? (zz) are both sucker punched by 1...Sc6+! 1.Kd6? (zz) is likewise clocked

1…Sb5+! The flawless 1.Ke8! (zz) rings true. Then c8 becomes promptly occupied after 1…S~

2.c8Q# and 1…Sc8 2.bxc8Q#.

5th Honorable Mention
Alexander Pankratyev

#2                           (6+1)

6th Honorable Mention
Walter Diaz &
Bas de Has

#2                           (3+4)

1st Commendation
Dimitry Turevski
& Dimitry Zhill

#2                           (5+2)

2nd Commendation
Pavel Murashev

#2                           (5+2)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Bdwdwdwd]
[dwdw!wdw]
[wdKhPdwH]
[dwdwiwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[Qdwdwdwd]
[Gwdwdwdw]
[Ndwdwdwd]
[dkdwdBdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdQdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw$]
[Gwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdPdw]
[wdwdwdwH]
[dwdKdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
[w$w0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdkdwdBd]
[$wdwIwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwIwd]
[dwdwdw$w]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dw$wdwdw]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[w$wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwgw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[$wdwdKdk]
[wdwdwdNd]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Prize - (Rainer Paslack) 1.Bb5? (2.Qg3#) is deftly repelled 1...Sc4! 1.Qf4? (zz) has 1...S~

2.Q(x)f1# and 1...Kxe2 2.Qxd2#, but 1...Sf3! 1.Sg4? (2.Qf2#) is disappointed 1...Se4!

Resolution comes upon 1.Kd3! (2.Qg3#). The harried BS chums out 1…Se4 2.Qg1#, 1…Sf3

2.exf3#, and 1...Sf1 2.Sf3#. This was the solitary contribution where thematic mates derived

from WP and WS. I suspect that Rainer Paslack's sparkling gem would have fared well in any

kind of competition.

2nd Prize - (Michael McDowell) This problem fully deserves its place despite a key that double

checks. The reasonable 1.Bxd4+? has multiple follow-ups to 1...Ka3 or 1...Ka5, but 1...Bb5!

Instead, the abrupt 1.Ba5+! chases down 1...Ka3 2.Qb4#, 1...Kxa5 2.b4#, and 1…Kc5 2.Bb4#.

Jargon names for such mayhem are "follow-my-leader" or "Umnov pursuit." A trio of differing

actors alighting on the same square is extremely rare in miniature praxis.

3rd Prize - (Pavel Murashev) Changed play flourishes over four phases. First, a set for 1…Kc4

2.Qc6# must be noted. 1.Qb8+? has answers for 1...Kc4 2.Qb3#, 1...Ka4 2.Qb4#, and 1...Kc6

2.Sb4#, but 1...Ka5! 1.Bc5? (zz) bangs 1...Ka4 (or 1...Ka5) 2.Sc7#, but 1...Kc4! There's no

escape from 1.Qd8! (zz). The ripe fruit then falls into White's lap: 1...Kc4 2.Qd3#, 1...Ka4

2.Bd7#, 1…Kc6 2.Qd7# and 1…Kxa6 2.Qb6#. Altogether, one can sort out are three unique

replies for 1…Kc4 or 1…Ka4 and two against 1…Kc6. What a splendid feat!

4th Prize - (Miroslav Svitek) Similar glories are found in here. 1.Qc3? (zz) apprehends 1...Kg5

2.Qf6#, but 1…Kg3! 1.Bd2+? wrecks 1...Ke5 2.Qc5#, but 1...Kg3! 1.Bb6? (zz) returns

1...Kg3 2.Qg4# and 1...Kg5 2.Be3#, but 1...Ke5! 1.Qd7? (zz) produces 1...Ke5 2.Bc7#, but

1...Kg3! At length, relief is offered via 1.Qc2! The casualties are suitably listed 1...Kg5

2.Bd2#, 1...Ke5 2.Qe4#, 1...Kg3 2.Bc7#, and 1...Ke3 2.Qd2#. As before, 1...Kg5 and

1...Ke5 get three distinctive treatments, while 1...Kg3 obtains two. This approach was ranked

lower because 1…Kg3! is over-employed as rebuttal.

1st Honorable Mention - (Michael McDowell) Pertinent tries animate this entry. 1.Bh3? (zz)

smothers 1...Kd3 2.Bf5#, but 1...d3! 1.Ra2+? plans on 2.Rd2# when 1...Kd3, but 1...Kc1!

1.Ra5? (zz) puts the boots to 1...Kc1 (or 1...d3) with 2.Rc5#, but 1...Kd3! 1.Rab1? (zz) would

insert 1...d3 2.R4b2#, but 1...Kd3! The amazing culmination is 1.Bf3! (zz) which tidily

defeats 1...d3 2.Bd1# and 1...Kd3 2.0-0-0#. The matrix is known, however, the judge thought

the 3x2 Zagoruiko was quite enough to merit an award. (The predecessor had no useful tries.)

1st Prize
Rainer Paslack

#2                           (5+2)

2nd Prize
Michael McDowell

#2                           (4+3)

3rd Prize
Pavel Murashev

#2                           (5+1)

4th Prize
Miroslav Svitek

#2                           (6+1)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[biw0wdwd]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Honorable Mention
Michael McDowell

#2                           (5+2)

2nd Honorable Mention
Michael McDowell

#2                           (5+2)

3rd Honorable Mention
Rainer Paslack

#2                           (5+2)

4th Honorable Mention
Aaron Hirschenson

#2                           (5+2)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdKdw]
[wdwdwdRd]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw)P]
[wdwdwhwd]
[dwdwGwdw]
w--------w



215

W________w
[b$Qdwdwd]
[dq)w)Bdn]
[wdw)wdwd]
[gwdNdwdw]
[PdkdwIwd]
[)wHwdwdw]
[RdwdPGwh]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdw$w4]
[dwdNdwdw]
[p$w0wdpd]
[dwdkdwGw]
[wdwHw0wd]
[dwdw0w0w]
[whKdBdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[rhwdwdNI]
[GwdpdBdw]
[Pdw)wdw$]
[dwdwiPdw]
[w)wHbdp0]
[dPgw!pdw]
[wdr0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0w$wdwdp]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdpdP]
[rdwdw0wd]
[dwdK)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dkdwdwdw]
w--------w

Twomovers Forty composers.

1st Prize and cup winner - (Marjan Kovačević) 1.Qh8? (2.Sb6#), 1...Kb3[a] 2.Se3#

(Sb6?/Sf6?), 1...Qxd5[b], 2.Qd4#, 1...Sf6!, 1.Qh3? (2.Sb6#), 1...Kb3[a] 2.Sf6# (Sb6?/Se3?),

1…Qxd5[b] 2.Qd3#, 1...Sf3!; 1.Se4! (2.Sb6#), 1...Kb3[a] 2.Sdc3# (Sb6?), 1...Qxd5[b]

2.Qa6#, (1…Bd2+ 2.Sxd2#). Zagoruiko theme with dual avoidance.

Threemovers Twenty-eight composers.

1st Prize and cup winner - (Peter Gvozdjak) 1.Be7? {2.Rxd6+[A] Ke4 3.Bf3#[B]

(3.Rxf4+?[C]}, 1…Ke4[a] 2.Bf3+[B] Kxd4 3.Rxf4#[C] (3.Rxd6+?[A]), 1...Kxd4[b]

2.Rxf4+[C] Kd5 3.Rxd6#[A] (3.Bf3+?[B]), 1...Rh2!; 1.Kb3! {2.Bf3+[B] Kxd4 3.Rxd6#[A]

(3.Rxf4+?[C])}, 1…Ke4[a] 2.Rxf4+[C] Kd5 3.Bf3#[B] (3.Rxd6+?[A]), 1…Kxd4[b]

2.Rxd6+[A] Ke4 3.Rxf4#[C] (3.Bf3+?[B]), (1...Sc4 2.Bxc4+ Ke4/Kxd4 3.Rxf4#). A complex

cycle of moves, including a try, with multiple dual avoidance.

Moremovers Thirty composers.

1st Prize and cup winner - (Alexandr Kuzovkov) 1.Se6! (2.Qf4+ Kd5 3.Sd4#), 1...Kd5+

2.Sg7+! (Sd4+?) Ke5 3.Bd5! ~ 4.Qxe4#; 3…Kxd5 4.Qc5#, 1...Kxd6+ 2.Sd4+! (Sg7+?) Ke5

3.Rd6! ~ Rd5#; 3…Kxd6 4.Qf4#; 2…Kc7 3.Bb6+ Kc8 4.Se7#, (1...Kxf5+ 2.Qxc3!, 1...dxe6

2.Rxe6+ Kxf5+ 3.Kh7!, 1...Rxa7 2.Kh7! dxe6 3.Rxe6+ Kxf5 4.Sh6#). Cross-checks, quiet

moves, pins and multiple dual avoidance.

Studies Thirty-eight composers. Three USA entries: Richard Becker 1st Prize, Victor Aberman

1st Special Honorable Mention and Dan Wermers.

1st Prize and cup winner - (Richard Becker) Despite the fact that Black has three extra

Pawns, White manages to draw after careful play. 1.exf4!? a5! (1...a6? 2.Rb7+=) 2.Rxh7 (2.h6

Rxf4 3.Rxh7 Rh4-+) 2…gxh5 3.Rxh5 Rxf4 4.Ke3 Re4+ (4…Rf1 5.Ke2+) 5.Kd3 Re5 6.Kd4

Rb5 7.Kc4 Rb4+ (7…Re5?) 8.Kc3 Rf4 and Black easily wins. 1.Rb7+! Kc1! {1...Ka2 2.Rxh7

gxh5 3.Rxh5 Ra5 (3…Ra3+ 4.Kc2!=) 4.exf4=} 2.exf4 (2.Rc7+? Kd1 3.exf4 Rxf4-+) 2...gxh5

3.Rxh7 (3.Rf7? Ra3+ 4.Ke2 Ra5 5.Rxh7 h4 6.Rxh4 Rd5-+) 3…a6! 4.Rh6! {4.Rc7+? Kd1

5.Ke3 Rb4 6.Ra7 (6.Rc5 Rb5-+; 6.Rh7 Rb3+ 7.Kd4 Ke2 8.Rxh5 Rb4+ 9.Ke5 Rb5+ 10.Ke6 a5

11.Rh3 a4 12.Ra3 Ra5-+) 6…Rb6 7.Rh7 Rb3+ 8.Kd4 Ke2 9.Rxh5 Rb4+ 10.Ke5 Rb5+ 11.Kf6

-+; Another try fails as well: 4.Ke3? h4 5.Rh5 (5.Rxh4 Re4+ 6.Kf3 Rd4 7.Ke3 Rd5-+)

5…Ra3+ 6.Ke2 Ra5 7.Rxh4 Rd5-+; also fails: 4.Rxh5? Rxf4 5.Ke3 Re4+ 6.Kd3 Re5 7.Kd4

Rb5-+} 4…h4 (4…Rxf4 5.Rxa6 h4) 5.Rxh4 a5 6.Rh5! (6.Kc3? Kd1 7.Kd3 Ke1 8.Ke3 Re4+-

+) 6…Rxf4 7.Ke3 Rf1 8.Ke2 Rf4 9.Ke3 Re4+ 10.Kd3 Re5 11.Kd4 Rb5 12.Kc4 (12.Kc3?

Kd1 13.Kc4 Rb4+ 14.Kd3 Rb3+ 15.Kc4 Rf3-+) 12...Re5 13.Kd4 Rb5 14.Kc4 Rb4+ 15.Kc3=

(15…Rf4 16.Rh1+!).

1st Prize
Marjan Kovačević

#2 (14+6)

1st Prize
Peter Gvozdjak

#3 (7+9)

1st Prize
Alexandr Kuzovkov

#4                       (12+11)

1st Prize
Richard Becker

Draw                       (4+7)
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W________w
[wdwdwdRd]
[hP)Kdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdNdk]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[1wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw$]
[dwdwdndK]
[wdwdNdwd]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdw!Bd]
[dwdwdNdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdw!wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdb]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
[wdwdkdKd]
[dwhRdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKhwdwdw]
[wdwdwdBd]
[0kgwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw!wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th Commendation - (Michael McDowell) Yes, a fantasy with menacing Black checks plus a

violent start makes the grade. We begin with 1.Rb1+! What is so special about 1…Qg1 2.Sg3#

and 1...Sg1+ 2.Kg3#? Each defender arrives at g1 and the retorts move to g3. This difficult

combination is labeled the "Baltic theme."

5th Commendation - (Sebastian Palomo) The under-promotion 1.c8S! (zz) inaugurates this

problem. A recurring 2.Rf8# accounts for BK saunters to the eighth rank. 2.Sc5# and 2.Rc5#

handily dispatch 1…Ke6 and 1…Kc6. Pairing of WS and WR as thematic partners is

remarkable.

6th Commendation - (Bogdan Zhezherun) The sheer audacity of two WQ's scarcely decreases

the value of this problem. 1.Qc3? (2.Se5#) flops to 1...Kf5! The precise 1.Qg3! (2.Se5#)

reserves 2.Sd6# for 1...Kf5. Remaining episodes are 1...Kd5 2.Qe5# and 1...Kd7 2.Qgd6#.

This intricate formula easily justifies a second lady.

StrateGems 3rd Miniature Tourney Announcement 

Theme: The Black force consists of King, Pawn, Bishop and Knight. Each defensive unit must

produce at least one unique post-key variation. In examples below, Black's King also forces a

new mate. This is not a theme requirement, but counts as an important extra. Finally, no "twins"

please.

Judge: R. Lincoln. Due date July 31, 2012. Prize winners will receive books, while other

awardees will receive one year electronic (PDF file) subscription to StrateGems. Send entries by

email only to: linker91@hotmail.com.

1.Qd7! (2.Qd4#) 

1...e5 2.Qxh7# 

1... Bf5+ 2.Qxf5# 

1...Sc2 2.Qd5# 

1...Ke5 2.Qxe7# 

1.Bf7! (2.Qc4#) 

1...a4 2.Bc4# 

1...Bb4 2.Qc6# 

1...Se6 2.Be8# 

1...Ka4 2.Qb3# 

2nd FIDE World Cup 

The 2nd FIDE World cup was organized by Andrey Selivanov and expertly directed by our own

Petko A. Petkov. Here are the results.

3rd Commendation
Michael McDowell

4th Commendation
Michael McDowell

5th Commendation
Sebastien Palomo

6th Commendation
Bogdan Zhezherun

#2                           (5+2) #2                           (4+3) #2                           (6+1) #2                           (5+2)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iw)kdwdw]
[wdwGwdwd]
[dwdwdRdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdNdwdB]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

R. Lincoln
Chess Miniatures 1996

#2                           (3+4)

R. Lincoln
Chess Miniatures 1996

#2                           (3+4)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdw)]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[Kdwdwdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdni]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdRdPdwd]
[dwIRdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdNdpd]
[dwdwdwdk]
w--------w

CP1: 1.Be6+ Ka3 2.Bb2+ Kb4 3.Bc3+ Kc5 4.Bd4+ Kd6 5.Be5+ Ke7 6.Bf6+ Kf8 7.Bg7+

hxg7#

CP2: 1.Rh1+ Sh6 2.Rc8+ Kg7 3.Rg1+ Kf7! 4.Rf1+ Sf5 5.Rc7+ Ke6 6.Sc5+ Kd5 7.Rd1+ Sd4

8.e4+ Kc4 9.Sb7+ Kb3 10.Sa5+ Ka2 11.Rc2+ Ka1 12.Sb3+ Sxb3#

CP3: 1) 1.g1R 2.Rg7+ Kb6 3.Rg6+ Kc5 4.Rg5+ Kd4 5.Rg4+ Ke3 6.Rg3+ Kf1 7.Rg2+ Kf1

8.Rh2 Sg3#;

2) 1.g1B+ Kb8 2.Ba7+ Kc7 3.Bb6+ Kd6 4.Bc5+ Ke5 5.Bd4+ Kf4 6.Be3+ Kg3 7.Bf1+ Kh3

8.Bg1 Sg3#

Petko asserts: "Pser requires a series of half-moves by black or white". He clarifies with

CP1: "Is it a real Pser h#7? My answer is no, because here we don't have a series of black

moves ... ", and concludes "Thus, the stipulation ... should be h#7 with the condition Black must

check. The solution is the same. “

With all due respect, the above statement is dubious for two reasons:

(1) By nature, a parry series-mover does not guarantee consecutive moves by one side (ala

standard series), nor should it. Making this the requirement of a "real Pser" is arbitrary and

dogmatic.

(2) The condition 'Black must check' or 'White must check' -- aka UltraSchachZwang (USZ) --

is intended to facilitate soundness, not to merely describe the play that ensues. Any problem

with a superfluous proviso (must-check' or otherwise) is improperly (if not poorly) stated.

In CP2, white checks a dozen times to foster black's comer-to-comer migration -- not because

he 'must', but because it's the only way to achieve the aim. Ironically, Petko cites CP3 as a

legitimate Parry Series, perhaps not realizing that the second solution lacks a "series of black

moves". And note that 8.Bg1 is not a check, rendering any 'must-check' debate moot.

Point: For all three examples, Parry Series is the correct presentation. In each we find a

voluntary series of checks met by mandatory parries. Clearly this is impossible in normal

series, or USZ, or SchachZigZag, etc. forms. Thus, we need not burden our 'new genre' with old

criteria.

-- Dan Meinking / Cincinnati (USA) / August 2011

Visit the Parry Series & CapZug Hub: http://parryserieshub.chessproblems.ca. to follow

related developments. The author’s personal problem collection (PDF) is also available for

download.

CP1: PAP scheme CP2: DM, MatPlus Forum 2011
CP3: Geoff Foster
2nd Comm. GCQCT 2010

pser-h#7                   (2+5) pser-s#12   C- (5+2) pser-h#8  2 sols. C- (2+2)
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W________w
[w!wdwdBd]
[dw)wdPdN]
[wdP)kdwd]
[dwGpdp0w]
[ndwIwgwd]
[dp0bHwdq]
[wdr4wdwd]
[$Rhwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wGwdwdwd]
[dwhwdrdw]
[p$nIwgwd]
[4wdwdk0w]
[pdpdw0wd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdw1Nd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[wdr0wdqd]
[dPdPdw0w]
[w$wIwdwd]
[)wdw)p)w]
[w)kdw)wd]
[dwdbdNdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwiwdwd]
[dwdn0wdw]
[ndwdrdw0]
[0wdp4wgw]
[wdwdwdb0]
[dwdwdwdq]
[wdwdP)P1]
[$NGQIBdR]
w--------w

Selfmates Thirty-five composers.

1st Prize and cup winner - (Andrey Selivanov) 1.Ba7? Bxd6!; 1Bb6! (2.f8R+! Kxd6 3.c8R+!

Ke7 4.Rf7+ Ke6 5.Qe5+ Bxe5#), 1...Sxb6 2.f8S+! Kxd6 3.c8S+! Kxc6 4.Se7+ Kb5 5.Rxb3+

Sxb3#, 1...Qxh7 2.c8Q+! Kf6 3.f8Q+! Kg6 4.Qxf5+ Kh5 5.Qxh7+ Bxh7#, 1...Bxd6 2.c8B+!

Ke7 3.f8B+! Ke8 4.Bxf5+ Bxb8 5.Bg6+ Bxg6#. A double AUW!! In the variations, black

defensive piece moves are mirrored with white promotions! One of the finest, and technically

most complex selfmates, ever composed!

Helpmates Sixty-seven composers. One USA entry: Mike Prcic 5th Prize.

1st Prize and cup winner - (Fadil Abdurahmanović) A complex of a mixed bi-valve with

black pin and white masked line-vacation. Diagonal/orthogonal harmony with pin-mates and

excellent construction. 1.Se7 Kd7 2.Bd4 Se3+ 3.Ke5 Re6#, 1.Sb5+ Kd5 2.Be7 Sh4+ 3.Kf6

Be5#

Fairies Forty-six composers, no USA entries.

1st Prize and cup winner - (Mario Parrinello) a) 1...Kb1 2.Bh7 Rc1 3.Sc6 Kc2 4.Kc4 Qe4+!

5.Sd4+ Kb1#, b) 1...Kc1! 2.Rc8 Qb1 3.Sf5 Kc2 4.Ke4 Rc4+ 5.Sd4+ Kc1#. Creation of two

Indian batteries, a double switchback by the black King, black pins and battery mates. Great

problem!

Retros Fifteen composers, no USA entries.

1st Prize and cup winner - (Silvio Baier) 1.d4 h5 2.d5 h4 3.d6 Rh5 4.dxc7 d5 5.a4 Qd7 6.a5

Qh3 7.a6 Bg4 8.axb7 as 9.c8B Ra6 10.Be6 Rxe6 11.b4 Sa5 12.b8B f5 13.Bg3 f4 14.b5 fxg3

15.b6 gxh2 16.b7 hxg1Q 17.b8B Qgh2 18.Bbf4 Rhe5 19.Bh6 gxh6 20.c4 Bg7 21.c5 Bf6 22.c6

Bg5 23.c7 Sf6 24.c8B Kd8 25.Bd7 Sxd7. An excellent proof game. The solution (only thematic

white moves) ends in a perfect position (complete white home base), and includes a four-fold

Ceriani-Frolkin with white Bishops. This theme has been shown before, but here two of the

Bishops are captured by pieces other than Pawns.

Parry Series: Counter-Point 

SG51 (July 2010) featured Petko Petkov's excellent written article: "The Wonderful (new genre)

Parry Series". As I opined on the Hub page (see link below): "This is a meticulously laid out

treatise on the relatively new parry series-mover, and is unique in its no-stone-unturned

approach!" Petko kindly prepended "dedicated to Dan Meinking", which might leave the

impression that I concur with all of his "theoretical" views. While I do support many of his

opinions, I firmly disagree on one important point.

1st Prize
Andrey Selivanov

s#5                     (12+13)

1st Prize
Fadil Abdurahmanović

h#3   2 sols.           (4+13)

1st Prize
Mario Parrinello

hs#4½ b) wRg8     (12+7)

1st Prize
Silvio Baier

PG 25                  (10+14)
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W________w
[RdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdP]
[Rdwdwdw4]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[)wdwdwdw]
[Pdp0wdpd]
[IwdwiwdN]
w--------w

W________w
[q$wdwdwd]
[)wdwdpdb]
[wdwHwGwd]
[dwdwdpdR]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdPdp]
[w0wdwdw)]
[dwdwdkdK]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwi]
[0p0wdwdr]
[w)wdw)wg]
[dRdwdwdw]
[wdwGPdwI]
[dwdwdpdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw4wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwg]
[dPdwdwdw]
[w$wdwdrd]
[dwdwdwhw]
[wGpdwdwd]
[dwIwdpdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdkdNHw]
w--------w

W________w
[whwdw!wd]
[dwdwdwHw]
[pdwdwdwd]
[dpdwiw)w]
[r)wdwdwd]
[dpdw)Pdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dKhwhrdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdbdwIwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdp)wdw$]
[dpiwdwdw]
[wdw0wHwd]
[1wdwdwdq]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dndwdBdw]
w--------w

W________w
[rGb1wgQd]
[$p0pdpdw]
[wdwiwhwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw)Ndw]
[wdPHP)Pd]
[dndwIB$r]
w--------w

W________w
[whwdkgbd]
[dpdphwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdpdw]
[Pdwdrdw4]
[dwdw)wdN]
[wdQHP)Pd]
[$BGwIw$w]
w--------w

1st Prize - (M.Marandyuk & V.Kopyl) a) 1.Kxc5 c3 2.d5 d4#, b) 1.Se5 d3 2.Be6 e4#, c)

1.Be5 e3 2.Re4 c4# A cycle of moves.

2nd Prize - (Dieter Muller) a) 1.Shxf5 Qe8 2.Sg7 c4#, 1.Rxg4 Re8 2.Rc4 c3#

4th Jenever Theme Tourney (ARVES), Judge: Marcel Van Herck

Theme: White and Black underpromotion to Bishop.

1st Prize - (D.Gurgenidze & I.Akobia) 1.Re8+ Kf1 2.Sg3+ Kf2 3.Se4+ Ke2 4.Sxd2+ Kxd2

5.Bc3+ Kxc3 6.Rc6+ Kd2 7.Rd8+ Kc1 8.Rxh6 g1B (8...g1Q 9.Rh1 Qxh1 10.h8Q+ wins, but

not 9.h8B? Qg7+ 10.Rf6 Qxf6+ 11.Bxf6 stalemate) 9.h8B (9.Rh1? stalemate, 9.h8Q? Bd4+

10.Rxd4 (Qd4) stalemate) 9…Bxd4+ 10.Bxd4 wins.

2nd Prize - (Yohanan Afek) 1.Se4 f2+ 2.Sf3+ Bxf3+ 3.Rxf3 b2 4.Sd3+ Rxd3 5.Re8+ Kf1

6.a7 Ra3 7.Rxa3 (7.Ref8? Rxf3 8.a8Q Rxf8 9.Qa2 Re8 10.Qxb2 Ke1) 7…b1B (7...b1Q 8.Ra1

Qxa1 9.a8Q) 8.a8B (8.Ra1? stalemate, 8.a8Q? Be4+ 9.Qxe4 stalemate) 8…Be4+ 9.Bxe4 wins.

1st Azerbaijan Study Tourney, Judge: I1ham Aliev

Theme: A sacrifice by a white piece (or a Pawn) on a square attacked by two black pieces.

1st Prize - (E.Kopilov & O.Pervakov) 1.f7+ (1.bxa7? Be3+ 2.Kg3 Rg1+ 3.Kxf3 Bxd4 4.a8Q+

Rg8 -+) 1...Bg7+ 2.Kg5 (2.Kg4? Rxe4+ -+; 2.Kg3? Rg1+ 3.Bxg1 h2 4.Bxh2 axb6) 2...Rg1+

(2...Rh5+ 3.Kxh5 Kh7 4.Rg5 Bf8 5.Rg8 +-) 3.Bxg1 h2 4.Bxh2 Rxh2 5.bxa7 Ra2 6.Rb2 with:

A) 6…Bh6+ 7.Kxh6 Ra6+ 8.Rb6 wins; B) 6…Ra5+ 7.e5 Bf8 8.Kf6 Ra6+ 9.e6 wins.

2nd Prize - (Oleg Pervakov) 1.Rf6! Rxf6 2.Se3+ Ke1 3.Sxf3+ Sxf3 4.b8Q Rf8+ 5.Qe5!

Bxe5+ 6.d4! Bxd4 7.Kxc4+ Ke2 8.Bxf8 draw.

2nd Bulgarian Wine Tourney, Judge: Diyan Kostadinov

Theme: Helpmate in two with at least one Chameleon piece (type Q-S-B-R-Q). No other fairy

pieces or conditions are allowed.

1st Prize - (Ricardo Vieira) a) 1.cSxf3=cB cSh5=cB 2.cBd5=cR cBe8=cR#, b) 1.cBd2=cR

cQf5=cS 2.cRd5=cQ cSg3=cB#, c) 1.cRd1=cQ cSf5=cB 2.cQd5=cS cBe4=cR#, d) l.cQxb4=cS

cQe8=cS 2.cSd5=cB cSc7=cB# Four different blocks on f5 and Forsberg twins.

2nd Prize - (V.Crisan, C.Pacurar & P.Raican) a) 1.cBg4=cR Sd3+ 2.Kc4 cRe6=cQ#, b)

1.cQg3=Cs Se6+ 2.Kxd6 cBd3=cR# Line closings, DOT and model mates.

1st Prize
D.Gurgenidze & I.Akobia

Win                         (8+5)

2nd Prize
Y. Afek

Win                         (8+7)

1st Prize
E.Kopilov & O.Pervakov

Win                         (6+9)

2nd Prize
O.Pervakov

Draw                       (7+6)

1st Prize
R.Vieira

h#2                         (8+9)
b/c/d) bcB/R/Qe1

2nd Prize, V.Crisan,
C.Pacurar & P.Raican

h#2  b) Pd4→e5     (6+8)

1st-2nd Prize
P.Olin

PG 17½              (13+13)

1st-2nd Prize
A.Frolkin & K.Prentos

PG 21½              (13+11)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[dw)Rdwdw]
[wdPdkGwd]
[dwdNdp)w]
[wdNdqdwd]
[dwdp0wdw]
[Bdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHwdb]
[wdr0w)wI]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdkGN$]
[drdw)w0p]
[wdw$wdwd]
[dwdwdQhw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdbd]
[dKdpdndw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0w)kdNdw]
[Pdwdwgw4]
[dPdwdwdw]
[wdP)Pdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdw$qg]
[dKdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdP)Q]
[wdwdwdPh]
[dwdwhPdw]
[RdPdkHwd]
[dwdw4bdw]
w--------w

54th World Congress of Chess Composition 
Jesi (Italy), 20-27 August 2011 (by Mike Prcic) 

This year's choice of venue was Jesi, Italy, a sleepy little town with a medieval center, some

fifteen miles inland from the Adriatic port of Ancona. Hotel (Frederico II) was fine and the

organization of the congress, thanks to Marco Bonavoglia and his crew, went without a hitch.

The new Presidium (Fougiaxis, Harkola, Meader and Evseev) performed well. There was little

if any controversy during the meetings. No major decisions were made. The delegates voted

Kobe, Japan, over Poland (17-13) for the next year's meeting. We hope that the choice of venue

will attract Asian countries (China, India, Indonesia, Australia, Singapore, Malaysia etc.) to join

the WFCC. There were many different titles awarded including FIDE Judge for Selfrnates to

Mike Prcic.

The award ceremony lasted a long time with the winners of many tourneys receiving well-

deserved cups and certificates. At one moment I was holding two cups and two certificates

(none of them mine), one for Richard Becker and the other for Fadil Abdurahrnanović.

Solving

34th WCSC for teams was won by Poland (Piorun, Murdzia and Mista), United Kingdom was

second (Nun, Mestel and McDowell) and Serbia third (Podinić, Vučković and Kovačević).

Individual winners were: Kacper Piorun, John Nun and Piotr Murdzia. (Complete results can be

viewed on WFCC web site.)

The Open Solving was won by Kacper Piorun with Georgy Evseev coming in second and

Ofer Comay third. John Nun won the Solving Show, while Vasyl Dyachuk won Machine Gun

competition.

Composing

As always, there were many tourneys, some of them announced well ahead of time so that any

composer could compete. Here are the results.

Ouick Thematic Tourney - Orthodox #2, Judge: Marco Guida.

Theme: Problems in two or more phases are required. Each phase shall focus on a thematic

square "x", It shall show at least two mates from square "x", (i.e., the mating piece moves from

square "x" to give mate) or on square "x" (i.e., the mating piece moves on square "x" to give

mate).

1st Prize - (V.Dyachuk and V.Kopyl) 1...Qxd4[a] 2.Re7#[A], 1...Qxc4[b] 2.Sf4#[B],

1.Sdxe3[C]? (2.Re7#[A]), 1...Qxc4[b] 2.Bxc4#[X], 1...Qxe3+[c] 2.Sxe3#[D], 1...Sg6!;

1.Scxe3[D)! (2.Sf4#[B]), 1...Qxe3+[c] 2.Sxe3#[C], 1...Qxd5[a] 2.Bxd5#[Y]

2nd Prize - (John Rice) 1.Bg5?[A] (2.Sh2#[B]), 1...Bf5/Sf3 2.Qxf5/Sf2#, 1...Se2!, 1.Sh2[B]?

(2.Bg5#[A]), 1...exf4/Sf3,Se2 2.Qxf4/Q(x)f3#, 1...Bf5!; 1.Sxe5! (2.Rxd4#), 1…Rxe3/dxe5

2.Bxg3/Bg5#, 1…Rb4,Rd3/Rc4/Sf3,Se2 2.Q(x)d3/Qxc4/Q(x)f3#

Quick Thematic Tournev - Orthodox h#2, Judge: Antonio Garofalo

Theme: Helpmates with two or more phases (solutions or twins but no zeroposition or fairy

pieces and/or fairy conditions). In one phase white or black Pawn moves one step while in the

other phase, the same Pawn moves two steps.

1st Prize
V.Dyachuk & V.Kopyl

#2                           (9+7)

2nd Prize
John Rice

#2                           (9+9)

1st Prize
M.Marandyuk & V.Kopyl

h#2   b) Kb7→b5   (8+7)
c) = b + Sf5→d4

1st Prize
V.Dyachuk & V.Kopyl

h#2    b) bRh4       (10+7)
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W________w
[wIwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdwiwdw0]
[dwdwdw)w]
[w)wdwdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[P)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[Iwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw0]
[dkdwdwdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Pdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

The Ural Problemist Thematic Tourney, Judge: Andrey Selivanov

Theme: Recovery of an initial white or black battery in a selfmate of three to five moves.

1st Prize - (V.Kopyl & M.Marandyuk) 1.Sf3! (2.Qc3+ Kd5 3.Qc6+ Kxc6#), 1...Sb3 2.Sd2+

Sxd2 3.Qd4+ Kxd4#, 1…Sf7 2.Sd6+ Sxd6 3.Qc5+ Kxc5#, 1...Rb3 2.exd3+ Rxd3 3.Qxb5+

Kxb5# The theme is tripled.

2nd Prize - (Waldemar Tura) 1.Rf8! (2.Qxe2+ Kg3+ 3.Qg2+ Bxg2#), 1...Sac6 2.Sce5+ Sxe5

3.Raxf4+ Kxf4#, 1…Sbc6 2.Sfe5+ Sxe5 3.Rfxf4+ Kxf4# Dual avoidance.

Moskovskaya Matreshka, Judge: Valery Gurov

Theme: Orthodox helpmate in two moves. With its first move, White creates a weekness which

Black corrects by its second move.

1st Prize - (M.Guida, M Parrinello & F.Simoni) a) 1.Rb3 Bxd6 (Be3?) 2.Ba3 (Bc5?) Bxc6#,

b) 1.c2 Be3 (Bxd6?) 2.Rcc3 (Rc5?) Sbxd6#

2nd Prize - (E.Navon & J.Haymann) 1.Qd7 Bxd4 (Rxd4) 2.Sc3 Bc5#, 1.Qc8 Rxe4 (Bxd4?)

2.Se2 Ra4#

Study of the Year 2010 

During the WFCC meeting in Jesi, the endgame study subcommittee members almost

unanimously selected the following study from 2010 as the best one for promoting endgame

studies to a general public.

1.g6! hxg6 2.bxa3 g5 3.a4 g4 4.a5 g3 5.a6 g2 6.a7 g1Q 7.a8Q

Qg8+ 8.Kb7! Qxa8+ 9.Kxa8 Kc6 10.Ka7! (10.a4? Kb6 11.a5+

Ka6 12.Kb8 h5 13.Kc7 h4 14.Kc6 h3 15.b5+ Kxa5 16.b6 h2

17.b7 h1Q wins) 10…Kb5

11.a4+! Kxa4 (11...Kxb4 12.Kb6 Kxa4 13.Kc5) 12.Kb6!

Kxb4 13.Kc6 Kc4 14.Kd6 Kd4 15.Ke6 Ke4 16.Kf6 Kf4

17.Kg6 Kg4 18.Kxh6 draw.

The thematic try: 1.bxa3? hxg5 2.a4 g4 3.a5 g3 4.a6 g2 5.a7

g1Q 6.a8Q Qg8+ 7.Kb7 Qxa8+ 8.Kxa8 Kc6 9.Ka7 Kb5

10.a4+ Kxa4 11.Kb6 Kxb4 12.Kc6 Kc4 13.Kd6 Kd4

14.Ke6 Ke4 15.Kf6 Kf4 and now we see the big difference

with the solution. Since the black Pawn is at h7, 16.Kg6 is

not possible, therefore 16.Kg7 h5 and wins.

Memorial Tourney Anton Preinfalk. The Slovenian Chess Federation announces a memorial

tourney of their oldest composer who recently passed away in his hundredth year. The theme of

the tourney is a helpmate in five or more moves showing at least one white or black excelsior

ending with Knight promotion (not necessarily on the last move of the solution). Promoted

pieces are allowed, but not fairy pieces. Please send entries by 12/19/2011 to the judge Marko

Klasinc, Nusdorferjeva 5, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia, or marko@mar-vik.si.

Sergiy Didukh & Siegfried Hornecker
1st Honorable mention
Olympia dunyasi 2010

Draw                       (5+4)
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W________w
[wdwgwdbh]
[dNdwdwdp]
[wdwdwdwd]
[Gpdw!wHw]
[r4kdwdwd]
[0wdpdwdw]
[K0wdPdwd]
[hBdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[bhwdwdRd]
[hwdwdNdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[RdNdw0w0]
[dwdPdkdP]
[wdwdrdwd]
[dwdB!wGK]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwI]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdp0wdwd]
[$BGwdNdw]
[Rgrdkdwd]
[4w0pdpdw]
[bdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwhndqd]
[iPGwdpdp]
[PdwdRdpd]
[gwdw4wdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdbdwdwd]
[$nGwdw0w]
[wdwdqiPd]
[4wdwdw0w]
[wdp0Pdwd]
[gw0ndKdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dQdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdw$Bdwd]
[dwdwdw$w]
[wGwdwdpd]
[Ip)Pdwdw]
[wdw1w0wd]
[dwdkdwdw]
[wdp4p0wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[wdwhwdwI]
[dwdwdw)w]
[wdw)bdwh]
[dw0kdpdw]
[wdwdw)wG]
[4wdw)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[gw4wdwdw]
w--------w

W________w
[bdwdRdwd]
[4w0pdwdq]
[P0Rdwdw0]
[0w0KGwdr]
[wdwgwdwd]
[dwiw0pdn]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dwdwdndw]
w--------w

Champagne Tourney, Judge: Michel Cailaud

Theme: Promotion.

1st-2nd Prize - (Per Olin) 1.h4 a5 2.h5 a4 3.h6 a3 4.hxg7 axb2 5.a4 h5 6.a5 h4 7.a6 h3 8.a7 h2

9.axb8B Rh3 10.Ra7 Re3 11.dxe3 Sf6 12.Qd6 exd6 13.Sd2 b1S 14.Ba3 Ke7 15.Bc5 dxc5

16.Sgf3 Kd6 17.Rg1 h1R 18.g8Q A neat Phenix AUW.

1st-2nd Prize - (A.Frolkin & K.Prentos) 1.h4 c5 2.h5 c4 3.h6 c3 4.hxg7 cxb2 5.c4 h5 6.c5 h4

7.c6 h3 8.c7 h2 9.Sh3 Rh4 10.Rg1 h1S 11.cxd8S Sg3 12.Sc6 Sxf1 13.Sxa7 Se3 14.Sxc8 Raa4

15.Sd6+ exd6 16.dxe3 Se7 17.Sd2 b1B 18.g8B Bh7 19.Qc2 Rae4 20.a4 f5 21.Ba2 Bg8 22.Bb1

An PG of the future: two Ceriani-Frolkin Knights and two Phenix Bishops exchanging their

place after promotion.

4th Sabra Tourney, Judge: Menachem Witztum

Theme: orthodox h#2 showing opening of a white line.

1st Prize - (M.Parrinello, F.Simoni & M.Guida) a) 1.Be7 Ra6 2.Sdc5 e5#, b) 1.Re5 Qb6

2.Sbc5 Bd8#

2nd Prize - (Hemmo Axt) a) 1.Qxc5 Rc7 2.Qxd5 (Q~?) Bxg6#, b) 1.Qxd5 Bc6 2.Qxc5 (Q~?)

Re7#

Long Thematic Tourney, Judge: Francesco Simoni

Theme: Helpmate in three moves with two or more phases (solutions, variations or twins).

Duplex is allowed but no zeroposition or fairy pieces and/or conditions. In the set position,

black's unpinning move would interfere with a move of its own piece. The interference piece

can be Black or White.

1st Prize - (Michel Caillaud) 1.Rd3 Bf2 2.Rcc3 g8Q 3.Ke4 Qg2#, 1.Rc4 Be7 2.Rac3 g8S 3.Sc6

Sf6# The theme is shown in a reciprocal form Anti-Plachutta, white promotions and model

mates.

2nd Prize - (A.Semenenko, V.Pogorelov & A.Solovchuk) 1.Qd3 Rb8 2.Qd2 Rbxb6 3.Rb7

Rxc5#, 1.b5 Rg8 2.b4 Qg2 3.Sg5 Bxd4#

1st Prize, M.Parrinello
F.Simoni & M.Guida

h#2     b) bPg6      (6+12)

2nd Prize
H. Axt

h#2   b) Kd3→e3     (7+9)

1st Prize
M. Caillaud

h#3      2 sols.        (6+9)

2nd Prize, A.Semenenko,
V.Pogorelov & A.Solovchuk

h#3      2 sols.      (6+16)

1st Prize
V.Kopyl & M.Marandyuk

s#3                       (7+12)

2nd Prize
W.Tura

s#3                       (10+7)

1st Prize, M.Guida,
M.Parrinello & F.Simoni

h#2    b) wSb5     (6+11)

2nd Prize
E.Navon & J.Haymann

h#2       2 sols.      (5+10)
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Strate Gems Books Library 

The following books are available from our library. All payments must be in US Dollars in

checks drawn on US banks. Cash in the mail is accepted at sender's risk. Money orders and

international money orders are also acceptable. Sorry, no credit cards. To order send payment

to: Mike Prcic, 2613 Northshore Lane, Westlake Village, CA 91361, USA.

The price of mailing in USA is included. Add an additional $6.00 for shipments outside of

USA. All shipments are airmail.

Chess by Milan, by Dr. Milan R. Vukcevich

150 pages, 216 compositions covering the period till 1981. Two compositions per page fully

commented. English. $20.00

Petkov - Selected Compositions, by Mike Prcic

205 pages, 550 compositions, three diagrams per page fully commented. English. $20.00

Rundlauf in Helpmates, by Mike Prcic

90 pages, 329 diagrams. Comprehensive study of circling (Rundlauf) in helpmates. English.

Second Edition. $20.00

My Chess Compositions, by Milan R. Vukcevich

164 pages, 300 diagrams. Milan's second book, covering the period from 1980-2003. English.

$30.00.

Chess Compositions of Frederick GAMAGE, by Mike Prcic

200 pages, 306 diagrams, 70 original compositions with additional historical data including

correspondence with A. White and other composers. English. $20.00

Julius Buchwald Selected Compositions, by Mike Prcic

180 pages, 265 diagrams with biographical data and many scanned documents from

Buchwald's personal collection. English. $20.00

World Composing Championship for Individuals (WCCI) 2001-2004

Complete results with score tables and best four compositions by top three winners. Forty-eight

pages, soft bind. English. $5.00

The Art of Composing Selfmates, by Petko A. Petkov

240 pages, 300 diagrams, Petko reveals his secrets of composing selfmates which includes his

PAPS method and his favorite themes. Included are photos and biographies of best selfmate

composers. English. $30.00

Viktor Chepizhny, by Mike Prcic.

250 pages, 600 composer selected diagrams in all genres and in thematic groups. Extensive

biography with many photos. English. $30.00

The Wizard from Sarajevo, by Mike Prcic.

Over 300 selected compositions by Fadil Abdurahmanovic, Extensive biography with many

photos. English. $30.00

New Books from Jesi 

Aleksandr Galicky- Chess Genius, Part I

Aleksandr Galicky- Chess Genius, Part II

Hard cover, 600 pages each volume. Writen in Russian by Kiri1 Urusov and Evgeny

Fomichev. Each volume $35.00

Russian Album 2007-2009, $25.00

Unusual Chess Problems by Werner Keym, German, $30.00
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StrateGems Solving Ladder 2011, Leg 25 

By Danny L. Dunn 

Leg 25 incorporates points from SG53 and SG54 to which the carry-over points from Leg 24 are

added. Seventeen solvers sent in solutions and eight solvers received assents which are shown in

bold type. As always the carry- over points from Leg 25 will be added to Leg 26.

If possible, just paste your solutions directly into your e-mail message. If you attach a .doc

file, please name it something unique. SGxx and your name (i.e., SG54 Danny Dunn.doc) would

help to keep things organized. I also want to remind solvers that it is acceptable to give only the

key for twomovers. However, for all other problems, at least one variation must be given.

I’ll just sleep on this threemover and try it later.


