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It was a great honor to judge this tourney. My sincere thanks go to Eugene Rosner for the

invitation and his help as well as to my daughter Solène for checking my English.

I judged twenty-seven entries by twenty-six authors. The overall quality was excellent. I

saw beautiful and exceptional problems. I like when a problem tells a “good” story and I

apologize to composers if I didn't understand the one they proposed.

I did not retain the following problems:

T1067: A simple problem showing ampliative key and threat correction.

T1068: Distraction and formation of batteries with changed mates after check. 1…Rxh2 is a

very strong move in the set-play.

T1070: The three mates threatened by the wQ in two tries and solution return as variations in

the solution.

T1072: The problem presents Urania and Reversal II themes as well as two changed mates.

Unfortunately, we have an un-preparatory flight in the set-play and a direct (and obvious) key

that activates the two white Rooks.

T1076: At first glance it seems that 1.0-0! and 1.c8Q! work against all defenses. A retrograde

analysis proves that Bb4 was promoted either on c1 or e1, thus the white King has moved and

0-0 is illegal. The solution is 1.c8Q! If this was an orthodox twomover, the content is not rich

enough. From the retrograde point of view it belongs in fairies (this type of analysis has been

seen often).

T1077: Separation of mates from the set-play, in the try and after the key.

T1078: The key 1.Qb6?! leading to mate in 2#, fools us. In fact, it is up to Black to play. Three

black moves and three different solutions. Identical comments as for the T1076.

T1080: Two changed mates between different phases. Pleasant.

T1081: Anti-Somov and Somov mates.

T1084: A light position featuring Novotny interference and changed mates. A strong refutation

of the try.

T1086: Pseudo Le Grand in the tries and Dombrovskis in the play. Unfortunately, the scheme

is known.

T1088: Nice problem presenting a Lacny theme spread over three phases. To prevent the threat

2.Bxe4# in the tries and after the key, Black has three defenses: 1…Sf3, Rxe1 and Rxh1. White

Rook g2 will intercept both black Rooks and pin the black Knight e5. Unfortunately, the matrix

is known. Example: https://www.yacpdb.org/#3056

Here are the rankings:

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wHw4Pdw]
[KdwiP)wd]
[dQHwhwdq]
[wdwdBdwd]
[dRdPdwdw]
[wGbdwdwd]
[dw$ndwdw]
w--------w

1st Prize
Marjan Kovačević

#2*√. (12+7)

W________w
[kdwdwdK$]
[Gw0N0p)p]
[wdPdwdwd]
[dNdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw4]
[dwdwdrhw]
[Bdwdpdwg]
[$wdwdwdq]
w--------w#2√.. (9+11)

2nd Prize
Kabe Moen W________w

[wdbdKHwd]
[gwdpdwdp]
[RhwdBdwd]
[dwGpipdN]
[w0pdP$P)]
[dw)w0pdw]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdrdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Prize
Marco Guida 
& Miroslav Svitek 

#2√. (11+14)
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W________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdbIwd]
[dwdp0w0w]
[wHpdkgp$]
[dwdwHpdw]
[wdRdwdwd]
[dndQdwGB]
w--------w

4th Prize
Vasyl Dyachuk 

#2√. (8+11)

W________w
[wGw!wdwd]
[dwdwdwdp]
[wdpdwdwd]
[0w$Nhwdw]
[R0wdkgPd]
[dwdw)rdN]
[wdbdP0wd]
[dwdwdKdw]
w--------w

1st Honorable Mention
Marco Guida                                                                                                                  

#2*√                        (10+10)

W________w
[wdNdwdwd]
[0wdpdn0w]
[P0w)pdwd]
[dPHk0wdw]
[P!bdpdwd]
[dpdwGwgw]
[wdwIw$wd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention
Zoltán Labai

#2√.. (10+12)

W________w
[wdwdwdw!]
[hw$R0w)w]
[bdwdpgwd]
[dwdriwhw]
[wdwHwdPd]
[dwHPGw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwIwdwdB]
w--------w

3rd Honorable Mention
Pavel Murashev                                                                                                               

#2*√. (12+8)

W________w
[wdKdw$Qd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdBdwdwd]
[)wiPdpdw]
[wdw$PHpd]
[dwdw)w4w]
[pdqHwdwG]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th Honorable Mention
Marco Guida &
Francesco Simoni

#2*√.. (12+7)

W________w
[wdwdwdw!]
[dwdwdwdw]
[w)wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[BdwdKdwd]
[0wdwdwdw]
[P)wdNdwd]
[4kHwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Mykola Cherniavskyi 
& Fedir Kapustin

#2√… (8+3)

1st Prize - (Marjan Kovačević - T1087) A high-class Dombro-Zagoruiko combined with a

Reversal II theme. Everything contributes to making it a major work: the elegant keys of the

tries and play, the refutations without aggressiveness and the remarkable construction. An

example: 1.Sb7+? intercept the white Queen which will not be able to mate after 1…Kxc7!.

These are small details that increase the value of this work; and there are many of them. There is

also an additional changed mate after 1…Bxd3. Solution: 1...Kxc7 2.Qb8[A]#, 1...Bxd3[a]

2.Sb7[B]#; 1.Qb4[C]? (2.Sb5[D]#), 1...Bxd3[a]+ 2.Sxd3#, 1...Rxc7 2.Qd4#, 1...Sc3!; 1.Sa4?

(2.Qc5#), 1...Bxd3[a] 2.Ba3#, 1...Rxc7 2.Qd5#, 1...Rxe6!; 1.Qb8[A]! (2.Sb7[B]#), 1...Kxc5

2.Qb4[C]#, 1...Bxd3[a]+ 2.Sb5[D]#, 1...Rxc7 2.f8Q#, 1...Rxe6 2.S7xe6#, [1.f8Q? (2.Qxe7#)

Qf7!].

2nd Prize - (Kabe Moen - T1074) Problems featuring bivalve systems are always attractive.

Here we have a white half-battery where the key pieces close black lines (white-black valves)

with defenses illustrating black-black valves (4 after the key). This mechanism also illustrates

the themes Reversal doubled and Zagoruiko in four phases. However, the theme names are of

little importance. The important thing is the presentation of a coherent, beautiful and

understandable idea. Solution: 1.Bb3[A]? (2.Sxc7#), 1…Sf1[a] 2.Bd4[C]#, 1…Se4[b] 2.Bg1#,

1…Qxa1!; 1.Bb1[B]? (2.Sxc7#), 1…Se4[b] 2.Be3[D]#, 1…Sf1[a]!; 1.Bd4[C]? (2.Sxc7#),

1…Sf1[a] 2.Bb3#, 1…Se4[b] 2.Bb1[B]#, 1…Se4!; 1.Be3[D]! (2.Sxc7#), 1…Sf1[a] 2.Bc4#,

1…Se4[b] 2.Bb1[B]#, 1…Sf5/Rxh3 2.Kxf7#, 1…Sh5/Rd4 2.Kxh7#.

3rd Prize - (Marco Guida & Miroslav Svitek - T1083) The two threats in the first try are the

mates of the following try on King flight and after the key of the actual play. Likewise, the mate

of the first try ends up being the threat of the second try and after the key. In the first try, it is

the control of the square d6, which allows the double threat. The threat of subsequent plays

becomes effective by controlling the square e4. A nice combination. Solution: 1.Ke7?

(2.Bd4[A]/Bd6[B]#), 1…Sxe4[x] 2.Rxf5[C]#, 1…bxc3!; 1.Sf6? (2.Rxf5[C]#), 1…Kxf6[a]

2.Bd4[A]#, 1…Kxf4[b] 2.Bd6[B]#, 1…dxe6!; 1.Bxd5! (2.Rxf5[C]#), 1…d6[c] 2.Bd4[A]#,

1…Sxd5[d] 2.Bd6[B]#.

4th Prize - (Vasyl Dyachuk - T1073) This problem is a literal and figurative Fool's story (In

French the Fool and the Bishop are written the same way). When the white Knight e3 plays,

1…Be3 seems like a strong move. It gives the square f4 to the King and prevent the white

Queen from mating on f3. The first try 1.Sxg4? creates a masked battery with the wRh4 and

threatens precisely two mates on e3 by the Queen and the Bishop h1. After 1…Be3 the newly

formed battery mates. On the second try 1.Sf5? guarding the square d4, on the defense 1…Be3,

we find the first mate-threat of the previous try. After key 1.Sexd5! guarding the square f4, it is

the second mate-threat which reappears on the thematic defense. We will add a mate transferred

to the defense of the Knight. No white Pawn taints the position. Complex and interesting.

Solution: 1.Sxg4? (2.Qxf3[A]/Bxf3[B]#), 1...Be3[a] 2.Sf2#, 1...Bxg4 2.Qxd5[C]#, 1...Sd2!;

1.Sf5? (2.Sd6#), 1...Be3[a] 2.Qxf3[A]#, 1...Bxf5 2.Qxd5[C]#, 1...Sf7!; 1.Sexd5! (2.Rxc4#),

1...Be3[a] 2.Bxf3[B]#, 1...Bxd5 2.Qxd5[C]#, 1...Sd2 2.Sc3#, 1...c3 2.Qd3#.

1st Honorable Mention - (Marco Guida - T1089) 1…Bxe3 and 1…Kxe3 are two strong

moves because they free the square d4. In the set-play, when playing both moves, the square d4

is guarded by wQd8 when the wSd5 mates. After the try 1.Qg5?, on the two thematic defenses,

it is the white Queen who does all the work (mate and guarding of the square e3). With the good

key 1.Sxb4!, the white Queen takes control of the square d4 to mate the black King. Now both

thematic defenses block the e4 square, allowing two new mates. A very nice Zagoruiko.

Solution: 1…Bxe3[a] 2.Sc3[A]# (Sf6?), 1…Rxe3[b] 2.Sf6[B]# (Sc3?); 1.Qg5? (2.Qf5#), 1…B~

2.Sc3[A]#, 1…Bxe3[a] 2.Qxe5[C]#, 1…Bxg5 2.Sxg5#, 1…Rxe3[b] 2.Qxf4[D]#, 1…Sxg4

2.Rc4#, 1…cxd5!; 1.Sxb4! (2.Qd4#), 1…Bxe3[a] 2.Rxe5[E]#, 1…Rxe3[b] 2.Sxf2[F]#,

1…Kxe3/Sd7 2.Sxc2#.

2nd Honorable Mention - (Zoltán Labai - T1092) The mates of the third try and the actual

play reappears as threats of the first two tries. Lots of consistency in this problem even if it is a

bit heavy. Unfortunately, Rf2 makes two of the thematic keys obvious. Solution: 1.Kc3?

(2.Qxc4[B]#), 1…Sxd6 2.Se7[A]#, 1…Bxb5 2.Qxe4#, 1…Bd3!; 1.Sc5~? (2.Se7[A]#) Bh4!;

1.Sxe6? (2.Sc7#), 1…dxe6 2.Se7[A]#, 1…Kxe6 2.Qc4[B]#, 1…Bxb5!; 1.Sxe4! (2.Sc3#),

1…Bxb5 2.Se7[A]#, 1…Kxe4 2.Qxc4[B]#.

3rd Honorable Mention - (Pavel Murashev - T1091) A well composed problem featuring a

combination of Reversal-menace (Reversal II) and Erokhin theme on the 1…Rc5 defense in a

known pattern. It would have taken a little more content to claim excellence. Solution:

1…Rc5[a] 2.Rxc5[A]/Bf4[B]#; 1.Qh5? (2.Sf3[C]#), 1…Bxg7[b] 2.Qxg5#, 1…Rxd4 2.Bxd4#,

1…Rxd7!; 1.Qb8[D]? (2.Rc5[A]#), 1…Se4 2.Sf3[C]#, 1…Sc8 2.Sc6#, 1…Bxg7!; 1.Rc5[A]?

(2.Qb8[D]#), 1…Rxc5[a] 2.Bf4[B]#, 1…Bxg7[b] 2.Qxg7#; 1…Bc8!; 1.Sde2? Sh3!; 1.Sce2!

(2.Bf4[B]#), 1…Sh3 2.Sf3[C]#, 1…Rc5[a]+ 2.Rxc5[A]#, 1…Bxg7[b] 2.Qxg7#, 1…Rxd4

2.Bxd4#.

4th Honorable Mention - (Marco Guida & Francesco Simoni - T1075) Another interesting

combination of Zagoruiko and Reversal themes with three threats made by the white Queen.

Unfortunately, it has several defects (set-flight not provided, try key taking the flight and actual

key made by an out of play piece). Solution: 1…Rxe3 2.Se6#; 1.Rf6? (2.Qf8#), 1…Rxe3

2.Se6#, 1…Qxe4[b] 2.Sb3[B]#, 1…bxc6[a]!; 1.Qe6? (2.Qe7#), 1…bxc6[a] 2.Qxc6[A]#,

1…Qxe4[b] 2.Sb3[B]#, 1…Rxe3!; 1.d6[C]? [2.Qd5# (Rxf5[D]?)], 1…bxc6[a] 2.Rxf5[D]#,

1…Qxe4[b] 2.Qc4[E]#, 1…Qc4/Kxc6 2.Qxc4/Qd5#, 1…Qb3!; 1.Rxf5[D]! [2.Qf8# (d6?)],

1…bxc6[a] 2.d6[C]#, 1…Qxe4[b] 2.Sxe4[F]#, 1…Kd6/Rxe3 2.Qf8/Se6#.

Commendation - (Mykola Cherniavskiy & Fedir Kapustin - T1066) An interesting

Meredith featuring the Reversal theme as well as many changed mates after the white Queen

tries. Solution: 1.Qg8?(zz), 1...Rxa2 2.Qxa2#, 1...axb2!; 1.Qh3? (zz), 1...axb2 2.Qd3#, 1...Kxb2

2.Qb3#, 1...Rxa2!; 1.Qh1? (zz), 1...axb2 2.Sc3#, 1...Rxa2 2.Sd3#, 1...Kxb2!; 1.Qc8? (2.Qc2#),

1...Kxb2 2.Qc2#, 1...Rxa2!; 1.Sd3! (2.Sc3#), 1...Rxa2 2.Qh1#, 1...Kxa2 2.Sc3#.
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W________w
[wdrdwdbd]
[dwdRdwdw]
[qdwGw0wd]
[dwdwdQdw]
[wdk)wgw4]
[0wdwdwdp]
[n$NdPdwd]
[dNdwdKdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Gerhard Maleika

#2*√                          (9+10)

W________w
[wdwIwdnd]
[$wdwdwdB]
[wHwdPdwd]
[dw)wiPdw]
[wdwdwdw)]
[0wdw)wdw]
[wgwdwHwd]
[Gwdwdw$w]
w--------w

Commendation
Miguel Uris                                                                                                                  

#2*√                          (12+4)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dndwdwdw]
[whwdwdwH]
[dwdwdw!w]
[w$piwdw4]
[dPdP$pdw]
[wdKHwdbg]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Daniil Yakimovich

#2*√. (8+8)

W________w
[wdwdwGwd]
[Iwdbdw0B]
[ndwdw)qd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwiN)wd]
[dwdN$Rdw]
[Q)pdwdw4]
[dw4wdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Peter Gvozdjak                                                                                                               

#2√… (11+9)

W________w
[whwdBdnd]
[Gw0wdwdr]
[wdw0Rdwd]
[dwHkdPdw]
[Qgr)wdRd]
[dK0Ndwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdb]
w--------w

#2√.. (10+10)

Commendation
Rainer Paslack 
& Klaus Förster W________w

[ndwdwGwd]
[Hwdwdpdw]
[w0wdpdwd]
[0wdk0wdw]
[w)w)wdwd]
[dRdwdPdw]
[wdKdBdwd]
[!wdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Sergey I.Tkachenko 
& Petro Novitsky

#2√… (9+7) 

Commendation - (Peter Gvozdjak - T1090) Cycle of threats/mates accompanied by changed

mates. The symmetry detracts. Solution: 1.Bg8? (2.Qc4[A]/Qd5[B]#) Qf7[a]/Be6[b]!; 1.Sxe5?

(2.Qc4[A]#), 1…Qf7[a] 2.Rd3[C]#, 1…Be6[b] 2.Sc6[E]#, 1…Bb5!; 1.Sd6? (2.Qc4[A]#),

1…Qf7[a] 2.Re4[D]#, 1…Be6[b] 2.Sb5[F]#, 1…Qxd3!; 1.Sc3? (2.Qd5[B]#), 1…Qf7[a]

2.Re4[D]#, 1…Be6[b] 2.Sb5[F]#, 1…Bc6!; 1.Sb4! (2.Qd5[B]#), 1…Qf7[a] 2.Rd3[C]#,

1…Be6[b] 2.Sc6[E]#, 1…Qxe4 2.Rxe4#, 1…Bc6 2.Sxc6#, 1…Sxb4 2.Bc5#.

Commendation - (Rainer Paslack & Klaus Förster - T1082) Theme of the last WCCT with

refutations on the same square. Solution: 1.Sa6/Sc~? (2.Sf4#), 1…Bc5 2.Qxc4#, 1…Rc5

2.Saxb4/Sdxb4# (minor dual), 1…c5!; 1.Se4? (2.Sf4#), 1…c5 2.Rxd6#, 1…Bc5 2.Qxc4#,

1….Rc5 2.Sxb4? Kxd4!, Theme F); 1.Sd7? (2.Sf4#), 1…c5 2.Sb6#, 1…Rc5 2.Sxb4#, 1…Bc5!

(2.Qxc4? Kc6!; Theme F); 1.Sb7! (2.Sf4#), 1…c5 2.Rxd6#, 1…Rc5 2.Sxb4#, 1…Bc5

2.Qxc4#.

Commendation - (Sergey I.Tkachenko & Petro Novitsky - T1079) Reversal theme and

changed mates on the defense 1…exd4. Unfortunately, a well-known pattern. Solution: 1.Qc3?

(2.Qc4/Bc4#), 1…b5[a] 2.Qc5#, 1…exd4[b]!; 1.Qa4? (2.Qd7#), 1…exd4[b] 2.Qb5#, 1…Kxd4

2.Qd7#, 1…b5[a]!; 1.Re3[A]? (2.Rxe5#), 1…exd4[b] 2.Qa2[B]#, 1…e4 2.fxe4#, 1…f6!;

1.Rd3[C]? (2.Qa2[B]#), 1…exd4[b] 2.Qxd4#, 1…Kc4[a] 2.Qa2#, 1…axb4!; 1.Qa2[B]!

(2.Rd3[C]#), 1…exd4[b] 2.Re3[A]#, 1…axb4 2.Rxb4#, 1…Kxd4 2.Rd3#.

Commendation - (Gerhard Maleika - T1071) Doubled white correction accompanied by

changed mats. The mechanism is known. Solution: 1…Qxd6 2.Qb5#, 1…Bh7 2.Qe6#; 1.Bb4?

(2.Qd3#), 1…Qd6/Bd6/Bh7/Sxb4 2.Sbxa3/Sd2/Qd5/Rxb4#, 1…Sc1!; 1.Bc5! (2.Qd3#),

1…Qd6/Bd6/Bh7/Sxb4,Sc1 2.Scxa3/Se3/Qd5/Rxb4#.

Commendation - (Miguel Uris - T1085) Le Grand theme and changed mates. We appreciate

the antidual on the King flight so as not to allow him to access the g7 square. The diagonal

symmetry is regretable. Solution: 1...Kf6[a] 2.Sd7[A]/Sg4[B]#; 1.Ra4? (2.Sg4[B]#), 1...Kf6[a]

2.Sd7[A]#, 1...Sf6[x] 2.Sd3[X]#, 1...Sh6!; 1.Rd1! (2.Sd7[A]#), 1...Kf6[a] 2.Sg4[B]#,

1...Sf6[x] 2.Sc4[Y]#, 1...Bd4 2.Bxd4#.

Commendation - (Danil Yakimovich - T1069) Combination in which the play of two Pawns,

taking c4, unblocks the threat square in the tries. After the key, we find again the mate-threats

of the tries when the unpinned black Pawn c4 defends by check. Solution: 1…Sd5 2.Rxc4#;

1.bxc4? (2.Sb3[A]#), 1…Bf4 2.Re4#, 1…Rf4 2.Qe5#, 1…Sc5 2.Sf5[C]#, 1…Sa5!; 1.dxc4?

(2.Rd3[B]#), 1…Bf1 2.Sxf3#, 1…Be5 2.Qxe5#, 1…Sc5 2.Sf5[C]#, 1…Sd5!; 1.Rb5!

(2.Sf5[C]#), 1…cxb3+ 2.Sxb3[A]#, 1…cxd3+ 2.Rxd3[B]#, 1…Sc5 2.Qxc5# (change),

1…Bh3/Rf4/Rxh6/Sd6 2.Sxf3/Qe5/Re4/Qc5#.

Many thanks to Gerard for this timely aeard which stays open for three months. Please send

comments to Mike Prcic.
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