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I thank Abdelaziz Onkoud for the chance to referee a tournament of such a prestigious

magazine. It is unfortunate that I have to write in the past tense as issue 100 is its last. We are

left with the hope that this won’t be the definitive end and that in time there will be a new

version.

I received 33 h#2 compositions to judge. There were no weak compositions but there were

also very few problems that I can grade as top quality. Unfortunately H2720, aspiring for a high

commendation had to be excluded from the tournament. Its authors found the predecessor and

requested the exclusion.

I have set the order of the remaining problems in the following way:

W________w
[BdRdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdQdwdwd]
[dpdwdpdw]
[w0w0b)wd]
[dp4kdwIw]
[w)whwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Prize
Valery Gurov

h#2      4 solutions       (6+9) 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdPdwd]
[dw0w$p0w]
[wdwdw1kd]
[dwdKdwgw]
[wdwdw0wd]
[!wdbdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Prize
Fadil Abdurahmanović 
& Marko Klasinc

h#2        3 solutions (4+9)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw$]
[iwdwdwGw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dw$pdw4w]
[w0p0ndwd]
[dbgQdwdK]
w--------w

3rd Prize
Mikola Kolesnik

h#2      3 solutions      (5+10)

1st Prize - (Valery Gurov - H2669) Solution: 1.Rc5 Qxe4+ 2.Kc4 Bd5#; 1.Rxc6 Bxc6 2.Kc4

Bxe4#; 1.Bd5 Qxc3+ 2.Ke4 Re8#; 1.Bxc6 Rxc6 2.Ke4+ Rxc3#. A very elegant HOTF. The

biggest problem with this type of composition is usually that double mates are perhaps

analogous but not necessarily equal in terms of quality. In this sense everything is in perfect

order, the entry of the black king on the squares c4/e4 is secured either by the capture of the

white queen followed by a battery mate, or by the breaking of the line with a mate with a pin.

2nd Prize - (Fadil Abdurahmanović & Marko Klasinc - H2668) Solution: 1.Kh3! Re3!

2.Bg4! Qh1!#; 1.Kf3! Rxf5! 2.g4! Qa8#; 1.Kh4! Re4! 2.Qg4! Qh8#. Triple pinning of black

pieces by the white rook along with triple blocking of the g4 square, that is being moved away

from by the black king. As a thematic addition there are queen mates from three corners of the

chessboard and all that in an economic structure. A slight impurity in motivation: diagonal a1-

h8 and the row a1-h1 open up during the solution, the column a1-a8 is free.

3rd Prize - (Mikola Kolesnik - H2693) Solution: 1.Sxc3 Qh5 2.Sa4 Bxd2#; 1.cxd1B Bxd2

2.Ba4 Rc5#; 1.Rxg5 Qxd2 2.Rb5 Ra3#. Three passive captures of one of the three thematic

pieces are followed by the creation of a battery made up of the remaining two and a mate

through a double check after blocking the square near the black king. It would be ideal if the

white pieces would cyclically swap out in the front and back positions of the batteries but this is

not possible with three orthodox pieces.



W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdB0Ndw]
[wdwdPdRd]
[dwdk0wdw]
[w)rdrdwd]
[dndPdwdK]
[qdndpdwd]
[dbdwdwdw]
w--------w

Special Prize
Abdelaziz Onkoud

h#1½    4 solution      (7+10) 

W________w
[wIwHwdwg]
[dpdwdwhw]
[wdw0wiwG]
[dw0Bdwdp]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdP)wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw4wdw]
w--------w

1st Honorable Mention
Christer Jonsson

h#2       2 solutions      (6+9)
b) Re1→f8

W________w
[Ndwdwdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[pdwdwdw$]
[0wiPdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[0ndBdwdw]
[Phwdwdwd]
[dRdrGwdK]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention
Alexandr Pankratyev
& Evgeny Gavriliv

h#2      b) Sa8→a7      (8+8) 

Special Prize - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2665) Solution: 1…Bb5 2.Scd4[A] ([B]?,[C]?,[D]?)

dxc4#; 1…Rg4 2.Sbd4[B] ([A]?,[C]?,[D]?) dxe4#; 1…Bc8 2.Rcd4[C] ([A]?,[B]?,[D]?) Bb7#;

1…Rg5 2.Red4[D] ([A]?,[B]?,[C]?) Rxe5#. HOTF with quadruple blocking of the d4 square.

Two pairs of solutions are united either through the white pawn mates or white piece mates

from w1. A special length – a special prize…

1st Honorable Mention - (Christer Jonsson - H2670) Solution: a) 1.Ke7 Bc6 2.Kxd8 Bg5#;

1.Kg6 Be4+ 2.Kxh6 Sf7#; b) 1.Kf5 Bf4 2.Rf6 Be4#; 1.Ke5 Bxg7+ 2.Kxd5 e4#. Mate pairs

with have analogous properties, a long march of the king, and the capture of a white piece, in b)

mates on e4, but I won’t mark the composition as HOTF. A disruptive impression is left by the

fact that a white piece is captured in three solutions but not in fourth and the pawn mate is also

not completely analogous. However, it is a nice composition with four model mates – as is

custom with the author.

2nd Honorable Mention - (Alexandr Pankratyev & Evgeny Gavriliv - H2645) Solution: a)

1.Sc4 Rxa6 2.Kb5 Rxa5#; b) 1.Sd2 Rc6+ 2.Kb4 Rc4#. A strategically rich composition. A pair

of knights on the b column is setting up the entry of the black king into two pins and a finale

with model mates.

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[1wdw0Rdw]
[wdwdrHwd]
[dPgw)w0w]
[wdPiwdpd]
[drdwdw)w]
[w0n0wHpd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w

Sp. Honorable Mention
Vladislav Nefyodov 
& Victor Chepizhny

h#2          b) -Pe7     (8+12)
c) = b) -Sf6, d) = c) -Rb3

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dbdB0wdw]
[wdw)ndpd]
[dwdP)khR]
[wdp)w)w4]
[dwIwdw)w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwgwdwdw]
w--------wh#1½     4 solutions     (9+9)

1st Commendation
Abdelaziz Onkoud W________w

[wgwdwdbI]
[0wdNdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dw$w0wdw]
[w0wiw0wd]
[dBdw0rdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dqdwdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Commendation
Zoltán Labai

h#2      2 solutions     (4+11)
b) Sd7→d1

1st Commendation - (Abdelaziz Onkoud - H2714) Solution: 1…Ba4 2.Rg4 Bc2#; 1…fxg5

2.Re4 Bxe6#; 1…dxe6 2.Be4 Rxg5#; 1…Rxh4 2.Bxf4 Rxf4#. HOTF is also not in order for

this problem. The solution with the capture of Rh4/f4 is too rough and difficult to compare

with Ba4/c2, although one analogous element – the pin of one of the knights – is OK.

2nd Commendation - (Zoltán Labai - H2697) Solution: a) 1.Qf5 Rd5+ 2.Ke4 Sc5#; 1.Bd6

Rc4+ 2.Kd5 Sf6#; b) 1.e4 Kxg8 2.e5 Rd5#; 1.e2 Bxe6 2.Rd3 Rc4#. Another attempt at HOTF

and again not a very successful one. The first couple of solutions is alright, the analogy of both

solution is very good. It’s not so good in the second pair, although there is an analogous

element with the first pair in the mate by the same piece and the exchange of w1 from a) for w2

in b).

W________w
[wGB$bIwd]
[dPdN)pdw]
[n)w)wdwd]
[dwdwdwdn]
[wdwdkdwd]
[$wdwdwdw]
[wdwdw)wg]
[dwdrdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Ricardo Vieira

h#2      2 solutions      (11+7)

W________w
[wIwdwdwd]
[dRdwdwdw]
[wdNdwdwd]
[dwgp!wdw]
[wdrdpdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[PGkdPdw1]
[dndndwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Francesco Simoni

h#2      2 solutions      (7+9) 

W________w
[wdwgwdwd]
[dkdwdwdw]
[wdwdndwd]
[$pGwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwhwdwdw]
[wdwdwdKd]
[$wdwdw!w]
w--------wh#2      2 solutions       (5+5) 

Commendation
János Csák

Special Honorable Mention - (Vladislav Nefyodov & Victor Chepizhny - H2672) Solution:

a) 1.exf6 Rd7+ 2.Kxe5 Rd5#; b) 1.Kc3 Rc7 2.Bd4 Sd5#; c) 1.Rf3 Rf4+ 2.Ke3 Re4#; d) 1.Bb6

Rf4+ 2.Kc5 Sd3#. An interesting striptease show! Entertaining but not enough for a higher

award.

Commendation - (Ricardo Vieira - H2696) Solution: 1.Bxd6 Sc5+ 2.Bxc5 f3#; 1.Rxd6 Sf6+

2.Rxf6 Re3#. The opening of lines after the capture of d6, an active sacrifice Sd7 and the

exchange of functions Ra3/Pf2 and Rd1/Bh2.

Commendation - (Francesco Simoni - H2647) Solution: 1.Bb4 Qc7 2.Bd2 Sd4#; 1.Rd4 Rc7

2.Rd2 Sb4#. A premature pinning by pieces on the c column, which would be blocked by the

mating move. Functions are also exchanged by Rc4/Bc5 – the blocking of the d2 square and

pinning.

Commendation - (János Csák - H2666) Solution: 1.Bxa5 Ba7 2.Ka6 Qb6#; 1.Sxc5 Ra7+

2.Kb6 R1a6#. The capture of passive white pieces and ortho-diagonal clearance of a path for a

mate, pin mates.

W________w
[wdwdwdbd]
[dwdw0w)p]
[w0wdpgwd]
[dwdwdNir]
[wdpdw0wd]
[dw)w0wdB]
[w!PdqdPI]
[dwdwdrdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Mohamed Jamal Elbaz

h#2     2 solutions     (8+13) 

Commendation - (Mohamed Jamal Elbaz - H2648) Solution:

1.Qxc2 Qa2 2.Qxg2+ Qxg2#; 1.Bxc3 Qa1 2.Bxg7 Qxg7#. The

cleaning of lines for the white queen and her tempo moves in w1,

ortho-diagonal correspondence.

We thank Ladislav for this timely award which stays open for

three months. Please send comments to Mike Prcic.
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