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In the final year of StrateGems 34 helpmate originals with more than three moves were

published. The general quality was good without being outstanding. I have given credit to

thematic substance, originality of ideas and in the case of multi-solutions or several parts, the

unity between them.

My ranking is as follows:

W________w
[w4RdKhwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[w0wgwdBd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[pdwdwdpd]
[)p)P)pdw]
[whk1wdwd]
[dwdrdwdw]
w--------w

1st Prize
Mikola Kolesnik
& Valery Semenenko

h#3½    2 solutions     (7+14) 

W________w
[wdBdwdnd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdbdwdKh]
[dw0wdpdr]
[pdkdwdwd]
[$wdw0w0w]
[wdpdwdwg]
[dw4wdw1w]
w--------w

2nd Prize
Alexandr Pankratyev
& Evgeny Gavriliv

h#3½     2 solutions   (3+15) 

W________w
[NdwIwhwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdw)rdwd]
[dwdpdwdw]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dwdk)pdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
w--------w

3rd Prize
Christopher Jones

h#3½        b)  -Re6      (6+6) 

1st Prize - (Mikola Kolesnik & Valery Semenenko - H2709) Solution: 1...Kf7 2.Qxc3 Re8

3.Qxd3 Re4 4.Qd2 Rc4#; 1...Kd8 2.Qxd3 Be8 3.Qxc3 Bc6 4.Qd2 Be4#. Depending on the

choice of the wK on the first move, the bQ carefully opens white lines before finally returning

to d2. The order of the bQ moves is nicely defined and the analogy is perfect. After the first

move the solutions show also the Azemmour 7 theme, with only one white and one black piece

playing.

2nd Prize - (Alexandr Pankratyev & Evgeny Gavriliv - H2659) Solution: 1...Bxf5 2.Kd4

Bxc2 3.Re5 Bf5 4.Rc4 Rd3#; 1...Rxe3 2.Kd5 Rxg3 3.Qd4 Re3 4.Bd6 Be6#. A double Klasinc,

where in both solutions either the wB or the wR captures to open a line for the black pieces,

enabling them to block. On W3 the active white line-piece makes a switchback. Everything

functions smoothly, though it is a small drawback that 3…Bf5 is played to avoid a self-

interference while 3…Re3 is played to guard squares.

3rd Prize - (Christopher Jones - H2658) Solution: a) 1...Bxf3 2.Kc4 Be4 3.dxe4 Kc7 4.Kd5

Sb6#; b) 1...Sb6 2.Ke4 Sc4 3.dxc4 Ke7 4.Kd5 Bxf3#. A Zilahi with analogous play, in which

the white pieces are sacrificed in turn to allow the bK access to d5. It is a nice touch that

White’s first and last moves are reciprocally changed.

W________w
[wdwdwdBd]
[0wdwdwdb]
[wdw0wdwd]
[$wdPdwdw]
[rdwdkdwd]
[0wdwdw0w]
[Kdp0w4wd]
[hwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th Alexandr Pankratyev  
& Evgeny Gavriliv

h#3½    b) Pd2→e3    (4+11)

W________w
[Kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwHk]
[w4wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwHw]
[w1wdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

5th Prize
Viktoras Paliulionis 

h#5½     2 solutions     (3+3) 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0pdwIw]
[w0bdwhwd]
[dPdB0w0w]
[wdwdwdwg]
[dw)k0w0w]
[wdq0rdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Honorable Mention
Fadil Abdurahmanović
& Marko Klasinc 
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4th Prize - (Alexandr Pankratyev & Evgeny Gavriliv - H2726) Solution: a) 1...Bxh7+ 2.Ke3

Bxc2 3.Raf4 Ra4 4.R4f3 Re4#; b) 1...Rxa4+ 2.Kf3 Rh4 3.Bd3 Bh7 4.Be2 Be4#. The analogy is

very good. The first white moves are slightly disturbing captures, but they form an essential

part of the construction and do not detract too much. We have matching motivation to avoid

capturing a black R/B on W2 in both parts, and as a bonus the mates are given on the square

initially occupied by the bK.

5th Prize - (Viktoras Paliulionis - H2731) Solution: 1...Sf1 2.Rh6 Se6 3.Qf6 Kb7 4.Kg6 Kc6

5.Kf5 Kd5 6.Rg6 Se3#; 1...S7f5 2.Rg6 Sh6 3.Qh8+ Kb7 4.Kg7 Kc7 5.Kf6 Kd6 6.Qg7 Se4#.

An excellent presentation of hesitating moves by bR and bQ, which reach their final destination

on Black’s last move. 2.Rh6 allows the bK access to g6, while 3.Qh8+ allows 4.Kg7.

1st Honorable Mention - (Fadil Abdurahmanović & Marko Klasinc - H2661) Solution:

1.Sxd5 bxc6 2.b5 cxd7 3.b4 d8Q 4.bxc3 Qxd5#; 1.Bxb5 Bc6 2.d5 Kxf6 3.d4 Kxe5 4.dxc3

Bxb5#. The first black move captures the piece which mates in the second solution, giving us

the evergreen Zilahi. The mate is accomplished by capturing the piece, which moved on B1.

The rest of the black play consists of blocking c3 with a Pawn, after W1 has freed a route for it.

It is a pleasant detail that in both solutions the first white move arrives on c6, however White's

play is not very exciting.

W________w
[wdwdwdw4]
[db0k)ngw]
[wdw0pdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdw0w]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwIw]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention
Christopher Jones

h#4½       b) -Pc7 (2+11)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwGBIw]
[w0pdwhnd]
[dwdwdwdb]
[wdw0wdwg]
[drdqdwdw]
[kdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Honorable Mention
Jorge Kapros 
Dedicated to Mike Prcic

h#4     2 solutions      (3+10)

W________w
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdpdwIw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwdwdqdw]
[wdw0wdwG]
[dw)wdwdw]
[bdwdwdwd]
[grdwdrdw]
w--------w

4th Honorable Mention
Jorge Kapros

2nd Honorable Mention - (Christopher Jones - H2681) Solution: a) 1...e8R 2.e4 Rxh8 3.Se5

Rh6 4.Kc8 Rxe6 5.Sd7 Re8#; b) 1...e8Q+ 2.Kc7 Qxf7+ 3.Kc8 Qxg7 4.Rh7 Qg6 5.Rc7 Qe8#.

An interesting concept: the wP promotes on e8 and then the promoted piece returns to the same

square to give mate after a round-trip.

3rd Honorable Mention - (Jorge Kapros - H2727) Solution: 1.b5 Be8 2.Rc3 Bxf6 3.Kb3 Be7

4.Kc4 Bf7# (MM); 1.Qb5 Bd8 2.Ka3 Bxg6 3.Kb4 Bf7 4.Kc5 Be7# (MM). The solutions flow

nicely showing two switchbacks of the wBs and a block on the b5 on B1. The fact that the bK

moves twice in one, and three times in the other, slightly unbalances the solutions.

4th Honorable Mention - (Jorge Kapros - H2707) Solution: 1...c4 2.Qd5 cxd5 3.Rb3 dxe6

4.Rf7+ exf7#; 1...cxd4 2.Qe5+ dxe5 3.Rf6 exf6 4.Rb2 f7#. Two ways for the wP to reach f7.

The unity of the solutions is not complete, but it is acceptable.

5th Honorable Mention
Marcos Roland W________w

[rdwdkdw4]
[gwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwdPdw1]
[dwdwGwdw]
[wdKdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------wh#5       2 solution       (3+6) 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Bdw0kdwd]
[0w4wdwdw]
[w0wdwdKd]
[dwdw0wdn]
[wdpdwdpd]
[4qdwdwdw]
w--------w

6th Honorable Mention
Zlatko Mihajloski

h#5½                         (2+11) 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdkdwd]
[dwdw0wdw]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdw1]
[HwdwdKdR]
w--------w

7th Honorable Mention
Marcos Roland

h#3½    2 solutions      (3+4) 

5th Honorable Mention - (Marcos Roland - H2663) Solution: 1.0-0-0 Bg5 2.Rd5 exd5 3.Rh7

d6 4.Rb7 d7+ 5.Kb8 d8Q# ; 1.0-0 Bxa7 2.Rf5 exf5 3.Rxa7 f6 4.Rh7 f7+ 5.Kh8 f8Q#. Two

castlings with lively play. The rook used in the castling is sacrificed to allow the wP to

promote, the other rook moves twice to block. Surprisingly, this does not seem to be seriously

anticipated.

6th Honorable Mention - (Zlatko Mihajloski - H2684) Solution: 1...Bb7 2.Qh1 Bxg2 3.Rd1

Bb7 4.Qc6 Bc8+ 5.Kd5 Kf5 6.Rd4 Be6#. An ambush with Qh1, followed by a line-opening

with Bxg2 & Bb7, the latter being a switchback. The queen's move also opens the way for the

bRa1, which plays to block d4. The clearances are not pure Bristols, as they are played for

blocking purposes, but are nice in any case.

7th Honorable Mention - (Marcos Roland - H2706) Solution: 1...Sc2 2.Qh7 Rh6+ 3.Kd5 Rc6

4.Qe4 Sb4#; 1...Sb3 2.Qh8 Rh7 3.Sf5 Rd7 4.Qf6 Sc5#. Echo mates with line-opening for the

wR in both solutions make for a pleasing whole.

W________w
[wdwdwiwd]
[dwdwdwdB]
[wdwhwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdrd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwI]
[dndwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Commendation
Krzysztof Drazkowski

h#8                              (2+4) 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdn0pdpd]
[dwdp4wdw]
[wiw0qdwd]
[dw0wdwdw]
[wdPdB0w4]
[dwdbdKdw]
w--------w

2nd Commendation
Mario Parrinello

h#5½        (3+13) 

W________w
[wdwdrdwG]
[gwdwdpdw]
[wdpdwdkh]
[0p0wdwdw]
[wdwdwdqd]
[dKdwdwdw]
[rdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Commendation
Zlatko Mihajloski 

h#6½                         (2+11) 

1st Commendation - (Krzysztof Drazkowski - H2688) Solution: 1.Rg8 Kh3 2.Rh8 Kg4 3.Sf7

Kf5 4.Sc3 Ke6 5.Sd5 Kd7 6.Se7 Kc7 7.Ke8 Bf5 8.Rf8 Bd7# (IM); The main point seems to be

in the play of the bR, which before arriving on f8, must first visit h8. A familiar mating pattern

with this material and often used, for example in https://www.yacpdb.org/#423177. The play of

the wK is interesting: it starts from a dark square h2, and to reach another dark square, c7, it

uses the light-squared diagonal h3-d7.

2nd Commendation - (Mario Parrinello - H2711) Solution: 1...Bg4 2.Kc5 Bxe6 3.Bg4 Bxd5

4.Be6 Ba2 5.Bb3 cxb3 6.Kd5 b4# (MM). There are plenty of good elements in this single-liner:

line-opening, Follow-My-Leader, Kniest theme and battery creation. Lacks excitement, but still

a good effort.

3rd Commendation - (Zlatko Mihajloski - H2733) Solution: 1...Ba1 2.Rg2 Kc3 3.Kf6 Kd3+

4.Ke7 Bh8 5.Qd7+ Ke4 6.Rgg8 Ke5 7.Rgf8 Bf6#. Compared with Fadil Abdurahmanovic’s

classic with a similar corner-to-corner play by the wB, https://www.yacpdb.org/#306716, there

is less white but much more black material and a nice final mate with the wB.
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W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdB0]
[dwiwdpdP]
[wdwdwIwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

h#8½                           (3+3) 

4th Commendation
Michel Caillaud W________w

[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdP0]
[0kdndw0P]
[w0wdndP$]
[dwdbdKdw]
w--------w

5th Commendation
Udo Degener

h#4½*                          (5+9) 

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdpdr]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dw0pdwdw]
[wdp0w0wd]
[dw1k)w0B]
[ndwdwgPd]
[4wdwdwHK]
w--------w

6th Commendation
Udo Degener
& Mirko Degenkolbe

h#3½    b) Bf2→e5    (5+13) 

W________w
[w1wdw4wG]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wgwdwdnd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdbdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[Kdwhwdwd]
[dwdwdwdr]
w--------w

7th Commendation
Daniel Novomesky 

h#6½                           (2+8) 

W________w
[wdwdwdwG]
[dwdwdwdk]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[4wdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dKdwhwdw]
w--------w

8th Commendation
Zlatko Mihajloski

h#7½                           (2+5) 

4th Commendation - (Michel Cailaud - H2736) Solution: 1...Ke3 2.f2 Kf4 3.Kd2 Kg5 4.Ke1

Kxh4 5.Kf1 Kg3 6.Kg1 h4 7.Kh1 Bh3 8.f1=S+ Kf2 9.Sh2 Bg2# (MM). As far as I know, this

equals the length record with this material with https://www.yacpdb.org/#538739 and shows

nice, exact play in small space.

5th Commendation - (Udo Degener - H2728) Solution: 1... ... 2.Ka2 g5 3.Bb3 Kxe2 4.Kb1

Kxd3 5.Ba2 Rh1#. 1...Rh1 2.Ka2 Rh2 3.Bb3 Kxe2 4.Kb1 Kxd3 5.Ba2 Rh1#. White is short of

moves and has to zig-zag with its rook to reach the same mating position in the solution as in the

set play. Understandably the position is somewhat cramped.

6th Commendation - (Udo Degener & Mirko Degenkolbe - H2708) Solution: a) 1...exd4

2.Rg7 Bf5+ 3.Kxd4 Bb1 4.Be3 Sf3#; b) 1...e4 2.Sc1 Sf3 3.Kxe4 Sh4 4.Qe3 Bf5#. On W1, the

wP must move and it either gives the bK the access to d4 or plays a pure tempo move 1.-e4.

White's second and fourth moves are reciprocally changed. The construction may seem rather

heavy, but the bK flights need to be covered.

7th Commendation - (Daniel Novomesky - H2732) Solution: 1...Ba1 2.Qh2 Kb2 3.Bg1 Kc3

4.Rf2 Kd4 5.Sf4 Ke5 6.Kh8 Kf6 7.Bh7 Kf7#. Not bad at all but offers little new compared with

other presentations of black line interferences to allow the wK approach the bK. The first move,

a corner-to-corner move by the wB, is obviously appealing, as is the play without captures.

8th Commendation - (Zlatko Mihajloski - H2664) Solution: 1...Ba1 2.Rg3 Kb2 3.Sf3 Kc3

4.Sg5+ Kd4 5.d5 Ke5 6.Kh8 Kf6 7.Sh7+ Kf7+ 8.Rg7+ Bxg7#. The idea is familiar, see, for

example, Martin Hoffmann’s h#8 https://www.yacpdb.org/#442601 but the composer has

succeeded in finding a very economical construction.

I thank the editorial team of StrateGems for producing one of the best publications in recent

years. The issues appeared promptly, offered interesting reading and high-class compositions. It

is a real pity that now there is no US magazine devoted to chess composition. I sincerely hope

that this situation changes in the future.

We thank Jorma for this speedy award. Please send comments to Mike Prcic no later than April

1, 2023.
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